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In the name of Allah, the Gracious, ever Merciful

PREFACE

Humanity was engrossed in search of its
Creator and Master when suddenly a sweet
voice broke the silence of the Arabian dessert.

"If you love Allah, follow me: then will
Allah love you."@3:32)

In obedience to Divine command, the
conveyer of this life inspiring message was
Muhammad Mustafasa, who loved his God the
utmost and was imbued in the attributes of his
Master. God said about him: "Verily you have in
the Prophet of Allah, an excellent model."@33:22)
His high moral values were grounded in the
attributes of God. For this reason, while
mentioning his love and compassion for
mankind, God's attributes of 'Loving and
Merciful' too, have been applied to him in the
Holy Qur’an: 'He is ardently desirous of your
welfare; and, to the believers he is
compassionate and merciful.'o:128

Similarly Allah 'sattribute 'Nar' has been
applied to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa,
"There has come to you indeed from Allah a
Light and a clear Book".s:16 This denotes his
perfection and his relationship with God
Almighty. In reality, the essence of the Qur’anic
teachings is in the attributes of God. "Verily, we
offered the Trust to the heavens and the earth
and the mountains, but they refused to bear it
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and were afraid of it. But the Man bore
it."s3:73This perfect and dignified person was
our Prophet, Muhammadsa. This is why his title
is Rastul-e-Amin. "Faithful to his trust".is1:22

"All the perfections of the Prophethood
were truly present in him. The qualities of
beauty and grandeur. He was unparalleled in
every respect.”

All the attributes of God are beautiful and
lovable. The person of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was the perfect manifestation of
the attributes of Allah. His character was
absolutely beautiful, pure and lustrous. He
stated about himself &UuYi s & 2 ciy. 'T have
been commissioned for the realization of the
best conduct. 'Good morals are another name
for employing the natural capabilities at the
most appropriate place. No doubt he justified
his claim to the nobility of moral values and
accomplished the optimum degree of morality.
He was the one whose natural capabilities were
in perfect balance. In Strah Al-Qalam, verse
five contains the prophecy, which the recorded
knowledge will testify, "And thou dost surely
possess high moral excellences."6s8:55 This
prophecy so Dbeautifully, came true and
continues in its validity. Even today, to be
included in the list of writers of the character of
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, is considered
honourable by all and sundry.

"Whosoever desires to eulogise this
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person, the eulogy itself is a source of
pride for every eulogist."

The innumerable books written about the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa shed ample light on
his life history, dates and events. Whereas less
attention has been paid to his being a perfect
model of moral values. This aspect of his life is
even more important. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa himself said, "The best people
amongst you are those whose morals are the
best." (Bukhari Kitabul Adab bab lam yakunin Nabiyyu
Fahishan) Quite often he used to pray, "O Allah,
guide me towards the best moral values, as no
one can guide me in this, except You. And You
Yourself save me from bad conduct as there is
no one who can save me from bad conduct,
except You. (Muslim Kitab Salatul Musafirin bab Al-Du‘a fi
Salatil Laile) So from this angle of presenting his
noble character, there was a need to write
about this 'Model of the Perfect Man', which has
been fulfilled after years of effort and hard
work.

In the Urdu books about the character of
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, ‘Allamah Shibli
Nu‘mani's book is important and authentic. In
its second volume, there are excellent notes on
the moral conduct of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. Still these notes are not
sufficient to fulfil the overwhelming need. Some
other scholars have written books about the
beautiful model of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
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but these books lack in substance and also the
authenticity of the references. In view of this
deficiency in the current books, Uswah-e-
Insan-e-Kamil comprises of chronological
orders of events and various aspects of his
charming character.

May Allah reward Nasim Mahdi Sahib (ex-
national Amir Canada, at present Missionary
Incharge USA) on whose suggestion, the Fourth
Khalifah Hadrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad™h advised
me to present a fuller description of Hadrat Mir
Muhammad Ishaq's essay named "Insan-e-
Kamil".

I had yearned to write on the topic of the
character of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa for
a longtime. On reading a comprehensive essay
on the subject by the Promised Messiahas, my
heart longed to write something on this subject.
In his essay he had given a list of moral
qualities of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
which were a reflection of the Divine attribute of
‘Nar’. He invited the learned people to research
and write about it. Giving a commentary on 3,
o5 he writes;

"Sagacious wisdom, instant comprehension,
clarity of mind, excellent retention, beautiful
expression, chastity, modesty, patience,
contentment, piety, piousness, bravery,
steadfastness, justice, trustworthiness, truth in
speech, opportune charity, opportune sacrifice,
opportune kindness, opportune politeness,
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opportune bravery, opportune courage, opportune
tolerance, opportune forbearance, opportune
respect, opportune kindness, opportune love,
opportune mercy, fear of God, love of God,
affection for God and severance of other ties for
journey towards Allah, he exhibited these moral
qualities at their most appropriate times. The
moral values of this innocent Prophetsa were so
perfectly balanced, subtle and brilliant that
they were ready to display themselves even
before revelation of the command to act in a
particular way. Another light which descended
on his refulgent character was the Divine
revelation. With this light of Divine revelation,
the character of the Seal of the Prophets
became convergence of light. (Brahin-e-Ahmadiyyah,
Rahanit Khaza’in,Vol.I, p.195, Marginl1)

With the help of above mentioned topics
and late Mir Sahib's titles in the essay Insan-e-
Kamil, I have endeavoured to incorporate all
these headings in this book. In addition to that,
Hadrat Mirza Bashir Ahmad $Sahib has added a
list of titles including "Excellences of the
Prophetsa" and "The Most Successful Prophet
amongst the Prophets" at the end of his book
"The Seal of the Prophets" for future
publication. I hope that his long-held wish
would be fulfilled by the first and the last
chapter especially and in general by the whole
of this book.

To compile such a book on the subject of
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the character of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
is an arduous, demanding task and requires a
great deal of effort and hard work. Hence, it had
to be accomplished in stages. In the beginning
by studying books of Hadith and life of the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa, the material was
collected for the above headings. Afterwards a
series of essays were written about the
character of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
which were published in various magazines and
newspapers. All praise belongs to Allah, that
the collection of these published and
unpublished essays took the shape of the book
Insan-e-Kamil gratifying my long standing
desire to write on the life of my Chief and
Master, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.

In this book, the narration of the aspects
of the character of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, which are so beautiful, present
the best invitation to the faithful toward the
best conduct.

The second quality of this book is its
preciseness. A concerted effort has been made
that none of the important aspects are omitted
from the book. So under forty three varied
titles, detailed essays enhance the beauty of the
book. These essays provide a factual proof that
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was a model for
everyone, the poor, the rich, the rulers and the
ruled and the married and unmarried. In
addition as a father, as a husband, as a friend,
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as a soldier, as a general, he was the perfect
man.

The third important quality of the book, is
that great care has been taken in recording the
authenticity of the references. In Qur’anic
references, which are incorporated in the text,
'‘Bismillah' has been counted as the first verse
of the Surah.

Effort has been made so that every
narration carries a reference. For the
convenience of the readers a short reference is
given in the text and a number has been
provided for the detailed reference at the end of
the chapter. Except that some of the events
which have had to be narrated the second time,
or a reference, which is still being researched.

For the learned researchers the list of
detailed references is given at the end of every
chapter.

The fact is that in order to produce a
standard and thorough literary work alone, is
not possible. So it is important to thank all the
helpers. Foremost are the helpers who helped
to find the materials from important books of
Hadith and about the character to the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa. The helpers who found
important references from the original books,
the people who took dictation, the people who
wrote the rough manuscript, composers, proof
readers and everyone who gave their valuable
advice, all deserve thanks. Some of them are
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the experts in Hadith. Among those, respectable
Ata-ullah-Mujib Sahib is notable, who earnestly
helped in searching for the Ahadith.

Similarly in preparing the index, printing
and publication of the book, all the helpers
deserve prayers and gratitude. May Allah give
them the best reward. Amin.

O Allah, make this book a source of
guidance for the world so that it adopts the holy
example of this great Prophetsa with sincere
love. May this book become a provision for the
life in the hereafter and a means of receiving
the Holy Prophet Muhammads?'s intercession.

If it is accepted, it would be an honour for
me.

Wassalam

The Writer



Translator's Note

Love is a powerful sentiment which
controls and shapes our actions and makes
them pleasing to our beloved.

The best means to inculcate the love for
the Holy Prophet Muhammads2 is to know him.
His pure, simple, beautiful and alluring
personality spontaneously gives rise to the
feelings of love and veneration for him.

By the grace of Allah this book presents a
detailed picture of his daily life, his immense
love for the Creator and compassion, mercy and
forgiveness for His creation.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said, "A
person should be in the company of the one he
loves." May Allah make this book a source of
fostering deep love for our beloved Prophetsa in
our hearts and thus bless us with salvation and
the company of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
in the life hereafter. Amin

I am grateful to my friend Farzana Akbar
for help in revising the translated text. May
Allah reward her.

In need of prayers.

Bushra Ishrat Sheikh

London.
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System of Transliteration

The name of Muhammadsa, the Holy Prophet
Muhammad of Islam, has been followed by the
symbol sa, which is an abbreviation for the
salutation 'may peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him." The names of other prophets and
messengers are followed by the symbol as, an
abbreviation for 'on whom be peace." The actual
salutations have not generally been set out in full,
but they should nevertheless, be understood as
being repeated in full in each case. The symbol r2 is
used with the name of the Companions of the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa and those of the Promised
Messiahas, It stands for Radi-Allahu ‘anhu/‘anha/
‘anhum (May Allah be pleased with him/with
her/with them).

In transliterating Arabic words we have
followed the following system adopted by the Royal
Asiatic Society.
| at the beginning of a word, pronounced as
a,i, u preceded by a very slight aspiration,
like h in the English word "honour".
th, pronounced like th in the English
word'thing'.

h, a guttural aspirate, stronger than h.

kh, pronounced like the Scotch ch in 'loch'.
dh, pronounced like the English th in 'that'.

s, strongly articulated s.

d, similar to the English th in 'this".

t, strongly articulated palatal t.

z, strongly articulated z.

, a strong guttural, the pronunciation of
which must be learnt by the ear.

G.

(0 = 6. G YOROY
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'& gh, a sound approached very nearly in the r
'grasseye' in French, and in the German r. It
requires the muscles of the throat to be in the
'gargling' position whilst pronouncing it.

g, a deep guttural k sound.

>~ a sort of catch in the voice.
Short vowels are represented by:

Gos

\d

a for —=  (like u in 'bud’);

i for —— (like i in 'bid');

u for —2  (like oo in 'wood');

Long vowels by:

a for ' __or T (like ain 'father));

{ for ¢.———or — (like ee in 'deep’);
u for 2 (like oo in 'root');

Other:

ai  for c—= (like iin 'site')*;

au for y—=  (resembling ou in 'sound).

The consonants not included in the above list
have the same phonetic value as in the principal
languages of Europe.

For quotes straight commas (straight quotes)
are used to differentiate them from the curved
commas used in the system of transliteration, ¢ for
¢, for <. Commas as punctuation marks are used
according to the normal usage.

Publishers

* In Arabic words like 5: (Shaikh) there is an element of diphthong
which is missing when the word is pronounced in Urdu.
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The perfect qualities which God bestowed
upon the Holy Prophet Muhammads?, raised
him to the highest status. With his inner and
outer beauty, the darkness vanished. All his
good qualities, his manners and his nature
were pure, virtuous and beautiful, 'O Allah!
Shower blessings on him and his followers.'
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Muhammads2 The Perfect Man
Chapter 1

The Biographical Sketch of the
Holy Prophet Muhammads<

Since this book deals with the life of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa in its various
dimensions, rather than in chronological order,
it seems appropriate that we start with a brief
biographical sketch of his blessed life. This will
also serve as an index for the important events
discussed in the various chapters of this book.

The auspicious birth of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa took place in the same historic
year in which Abrahah, the Governor of Yemen,
attacked the Ka‘bah. According to the research
carried out by Mahmud Pasha Falki, the
Egyptian, the year was 571 A.D., and the date
was 20th April, or according to the Islamic
calendar, 9th Rabi“ul-Awwal. The Holy Prophet
Muhammads2 received his first Divine revelation
at the age of forty, setting in motion the
following series of events:

1st year of Prophethood—610 A.D: Beginning of
the revelation of the Holy Qur’an.

Sth year—614 A.D: First migration to Abyssinia.

7th year—615 A.D: Siege of She‘be Abt Talib. The
miracle of the splitting of the moon.

10th  year—619 A.D: Demise of Hadrat
Khadijahra and Hadrat Abu Talib. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's Nikah with Hadrat
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CHAPTER 1 The Biographical Sketch of the Holy Prophet Muhammads2

‘A’ishahra and Hadrat Saudahra. Journey to
Ta’if.

11th year—620 A.D: Meeting with people of
Yathrab (Madinah).

12th year—621 A.D: Miraj. (Ascension)

13th year—622 A.D: Bai‘at (Initiation) ‘Ugbah
Thaniah. Migration to Madinah.

1st year of Hijrah (Migration from Makkah to
Madinah)—622 A.D: Arrival at Madinah.
Laying the foundations of Masjid-e-Quba
and Masjid-e-Nabawi. The beginning of
Adhan (the call to prayer). Establishing of
brotherhood between Ansar and Muhajirin.
Treaty with the Jews.

2nd year—623 A.D: Change of the Qiblah.
Revelation of commandments regarding
Ramadan. Eid-ul-Fitr. Battle of Badr.
Marriage with Hadrat ‘A’ishahra,

3rd year—624 A.D: The Battle of Qainuqa‘. First
Eid-ul-Adha. Nikah of Hadrat ‘Alira with
Hadrat Fatimahra. Marriage of Hadrat
‘Uthmanra with Umme Kulthtmra. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's marriage to Hadrat
Hafsahra, Battle of Uhud.

4th year—625 A.D: The incidents of Raji‘ and
Be’r-e-Ma’'unah. The expulsion of Banu
Nadir, a Jewish tribe, from Madinah. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's marriage to
Hadrat Umme Salamahra. Battle of Badr-ul-
Mau‘id.



Muhammads2 The Perfect Man

S5th year—626 A.D: Battle of Daumatul Jandal.
Lunar eclipse in Madinah and offering of the
Eclipse Prayer. Battle of Banui Mustaliq. The
incident of Ifk (casting of an aspersion
against Hadrat ‘A’ishahra). Battle of the
Ditch. Battle of Bant Quraizah.

oth year—627 A.D: Battle of Banu Lahyan.
Acceptance of Islam by Thumamah bin
Uthal, a chief of Yamamah. Acceptance of
Islam by AbuAl-‘As, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's son-in-law. The treaty of
Hudaibiyah. Bai’at-e-Ridwan.

7th year—628-629 A.D: Writing of letters to
various kings inviting them to Islam. The
Battle of Dhi Qird. The Battle of Khaibar.
Marriage to Hadrat Safiyyahra. Treaty with
the people of Fidaq. Conspiracy to poison the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. Return of
migrants from Abyssinia. Acceptance of Islam
by Hadrat Abu Hurairahra. Battle of Dhatur
Riqa‘. The Prayer offered in times of fear.
Umrat-ul-Qada’.

8th  year—629 A.D: Battle of Mu’tah. The
conquest of Makkah. The Battle of Hunain.
The Battle of Ta’if. Arrival of Arab
delegations.

Oth year—630 A.D: The Battle of Tabuk. Arrival
of more Arab delegations. Death of ‘Abdullah
bin Ubayy, the leader of the hypocrites.
Acceptance of Islam by the people of Ta’if,

3



CHAPTER 1 The Biographical Sketch of the Holy Prophet Muhammads2

Muslims offer their first Hajj led by Hadrat
Abu Bakrra,

10th year—631 A.D: Acceptance of Islam by ‘Adi
bin Hatim Ta’i. Despatch of Hadrat Abu
Musa and Hadrat Mu‘adhra to Yemen. Hajjat-
ul-Wida’ (the last Hajj performed by the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa).

11th year—632 A.D: Arrival of the last foreign
delegation. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
last illness. Sariyyah (troop) led by Hadrat
Usamah bin Zaid. Demise of the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa.




Muhammads2 The Perfect Man

Chapter 2

A Glimpse of the Excellent Qualities
of the Holy Prophet Muhammads<

In this chapter, [ wish to present a sketch
of the pious character and lofty morals of our
lord and master the Holy  Prophet
Muhammadsa, which the Holy Qur’an testifies:

14 0 L9
(68:5) s2kE 3> &) 23|35

Z

"And thou dost surely possess high
moral excellences."

No one could have painted a better
picture of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
character than this heavenly testimony.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's wife
Hadrat ‘A’ishahra testifies that his every deed
was aimed at attaining the pleasure of God, and
he stayed away from anything that was likely to
incur His displeasure.!

Yazid bin Babnus relates that we once
asked Hadrat ‘A’ishahra to inform us about the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's character and his
morals. She said, "His morals were the Qur’an".
She then said, "If you know Sturah Al-Mu’minan
by heart, please recite it for me." He recited the
first ten verses of the Stirah which begin with:

(23:2) 3% 5201 AIST 38

"Surely, success does come to the
believers, who are humble in their



CHAPTER 2 A Glimpse of the Excellent Qualities of the Holy Prophet Muhammads2

Prayers and who shun all that which is
vain and who are active in paying the
Zakat, and who guard their chastity—
except from their wives or what their
right hand possess, for then they are not
to be blamed; but those who seek
anything beyond that are the
transgressors; and who are watchful of
their trusts and their covenants, and
who diligently guard the observance of
their Prayers."

After listening to these verses, Hadrat
‘A’ishahra said, "These were exactly the excellent
morals of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa".2

Hadrat ‘A’ishahra, in other words, testified
that the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's morals
were in keeping with the Holy Qur’an. This
means, firstly, that all the qualities of the
righteous were to be found in the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa and by acting upon the teachings
of the Holy Qur’an he displayed such a perfect
character, which the Holy Qur’an has called
'the Excellent Example'. Secondly, it means
that he demonstrated all the teachings of the
Holy Qur’an and became its living image.

Let us move on to examine the life of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa from these two
vantage points. While the Holy Qur’an bears
clear references to his personality, his dress,
his discharge of the subtle obligations towards
others, his extremely busy daily routine, his
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Muhammads2 The Perfect Man

relationship with God, his worship, his
remembrance of God, his preaching, his perfect
habits, his truthfulness, his uprightness, his
steadfastness, his compassion, his mercy, his
forgiveness, and his generosity, the traditions
go on to describe these qualities in minute
detail.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
attractive personality, which was reflected in
his charming and handsome face, made
thousands to become his loyal servants. His fair
and beautiful face was indeed like the full
moon. Nobility and grandeur illumined his
countenance, while a cheerful nature and a
beautiful smile enhanced its irresistible charm.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa had a
moderately large head with thick hair; full
beard; thin nose; beautiful, prominent black
eyes; and soft, tender cheeks. His mouth was
rather wide; his teeth—bright as pearls—were
set apart. He had a long neck, broad chest and
a slim body. His abdomen was level with his
chest and his height was medium and
proportionate. On his back, between the
shoulders, was a red level piece of flesh, equal
in size to a pigeon's egg, known as 'the Seal of
Prophethood' and has been mentioned in
ancient scriptures as the physical sign of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.3



CHAPTER 2 A Glimpse of the Excellent Qualities of the Holy Prophet Muhammads2

Daily Routine

It is said that the King of Persia had
divided his days in the following manner: The
days of spring were set aside for rest and sleep;
overcast days were for hunting; rainy days were
reserved for drinking, partying and enjoyment;
and when the day was bright and clear, the
king would hold his court and hear public
grievances. Such indeed are the days of the
worldly people who have no thought for the
hereafter.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, on the
other hand, had permanently divided his day
into three parts, regardless of the conditions.
One part of the day was set aside for worship,
the second for his family, and the third for his
own personal needs. Most of the time that he
reserved for himself was again allocated for the
service of mankind.4

The thirteen years which the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa spent in Makkah after the
proclamation of Prophethood, were spent in
receiving the revelation of the Holy Qur’an,
preaching, teaching, training of converts and
enduring a long period of trials and hardship.
The details of this period are rather sketchy.
But, on the other hand, there are countless
traditions which throw light on the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's life in Madinah, and
from these we are able to construct a sketch of
the way he spent his life in Makkah.

8



Muhammads2 The Perfect Man

According to the traditions, the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa started his day with
predawn Tahajjud prayer. Before the prayer, he
would perform ablution, clean his teeth with
miswak (a piece of tree-branch used for this
purpose), and wash his mouth thoroughly. He
would then stand up and offer a long and
beautiful Tahajjud prayer, in which he would
recite long chapters of the Holy Qur’an. This
prayer would be so long that his feet would
begin to swell. He would then rest for a while.
After this if anyone of his family was awake at
the time, he would talk to them, otherwise he
would continue to rest for a while longer. But
as soon as Bilal's call for prayer reached his
ears, he would promptly rise up and offer two
short Rak‘ats of Sunnah, and then proceed to
lead the Fajr prayer in the mosque. If he ever
missed the Tahagjjud prayer due to illness, he
would offer Nawafil during the day.>

After Faqjr prayer, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa would enquire after his
companions and sit with them till sunrise.
Sometimes they would talk about the time
before Islam. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
would ask if anyone had a dream. He would be
pleased if the dream was good and would
interpret it. Sometimes he would even relate his
own dreams.6

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa would
plan his day in the morning. If he did not see
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someone in the mosque for two or three days,
he would make enquiries about him. If the
person was on a journey, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa would pray for him, and if he was
in town or was ill, he would pay him a visit.”

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
company was an ideal source for the teaching
and training of the companions. Early in the
morning, children would bring containers filled
with water to him. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa would bless the water by dipping
his fingers in it.8

After concluding his public duties, he
would go home and ask if there was anything to
eat. If any food was there, he would eat and if
there was none he would say, "Alright, let us
fast today."?

Worldly rulers and noblemen are known
to delegate their duties to their ministers and
indulge in their own pleasures, but this was not
the way of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. He
would himself lead the five daily prayers as well
as the Friday and ‘Eid prayers. He would help
his wives with household chores and never
considered it below his dignity to work with his own
hands. Like an ordinary man he would sew and
patch his own clothes, repair his shoes, sweep the
house, look after the livestock and milk them; he
would help the servants if they were tired.10 He
himself would brand the cattle of the treasury
(Baitul Mal).

10
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He would look after the neighbours and
milk their goats for them.!!

One of the most important and delicate
tasks the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa had to
perform was the safeguarding of the Revelation
of the Holy Qur’an. The major part of his time
was reserved for this purpose. Whether he
received a revelation in his house or during
some meeting, he always experienced a peculiar
feeling since the task was an onerous one and
he would perspire profusely. He would
immediately call the scribe to record the
revelation in writing.!2

Memorising the revelation and revising it
for recitation in the Prayer service and
pondering over its meanings was yet another
demanding task the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
had to perform.

Remembrance of Allah and Prayer

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa would
begin every task with the recitation of
Bismillah. He said that anything that began
without Bismillah remained unblessed. 13 He
remembered Allah all the time, no matter if he
was free or engaged. He was undoubtedly the
true picture of the saying:

"While the hands work, the heart stays
with the Beloved."

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa had
prayers for every occasion and every situation.

11
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He would pray upon waking up in the morning
and in the evening; when entering the house or
going out; when entering or leaving the mosque;
when entering or leaving the lavatory; before
meals and afterwards; while going to the
market and before embarking upon a journey;
in every situation he turned to God and prayed
to Him. When he sat among people, he would
offer Istighfar seventy times.14

In times of anguish, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa would recite:

5,04

A5l
"O Living and Self-Sustaining God" as an
expression of humility.
In a crisis, he would look towards the
heavens and say:
kel ) s
"Holy is Allah, the Great."

Upon sneezing, he would say in a low
voice:

Azt
"All praise belongs to Allah."

And when he heard someone sneeze, he
would say:

"May Allah have mercy on you."15
He would meet his Companions, answer

12
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their questions and give them advice and
guidance at times of Prayer. He would visit his
Companions, especially the Ansar, in their
homes.!¢ He often visited the house of Hadrat
Abu Talha Ansari and often spend time in his
orchard.1?

After ‘Asr prayer, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa would visit his wives. 18 Their
houses were situated in one compound close to
one another. In the evening, the wives would
gather in the house where the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was staying and he would talk to
them. After Zuhr, if the circumstances allowed,
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa would rest for a
while. He said: "Obtain strength for nightly
worship through afternoon rest."19

He did not like to sleep before TIsha’
prayer, lest he should miss the prayer. After
Isha’ he disliked wasting time in gossip and
useless talk, but he would at times meet Hadrat
Abu Bakrra and Hadrat Umarra late in the night
for important consultations.20 He liked to sleep
early and to wind up his work before Isha’ so
that he could wake up for Tahajjud.?!

He would wake up in the middle of the
night and start a heart to heart conversation
with his Lord. He offered Tahajjud in all parts of
the night, but mostly in the latter third part of
it.22
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Food and Eating Habits

The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 has
advised us to wash our hands before and after
a meal;?3 to begin the meal with 'Bismillah'; to
partake of the food that is immediately before
us, and to eat with the right hand.?4 His food
was very simple. Quite often, only milk would
suffice for his supper.25> While taking a drink,
he would stop for breath thrice. He would begin
with the name of Allah and finish by offering
gratitude to Him.26

There were no sieves in those days, so he
ate bread made of coarse oat and wheat flour.
Although in meat he liked the shoulder best, he
would eat whatever was available and was
grateful for it. In vegetables, he liked the turnip.
Once he ate his bread with vinegar and
remarked, "What a nice curry is vinegar!"27

He very much liked the Arab dish called
Tharid which is a mixture of wheat and meat.
He also ate Harisah, another Arab dish. He
enjoyed eating orange with dates and offered
gratitude to God for every food given by Him.28

In fruit, he loved the watermelon. He
would hold dates in his right hand and a piece
of watermelon in his left, and say: "We are
tempering down the effect of the dates with the
water-melon." 29 In sweets, he liked honey,
semolina and rice pudding.30

He would not lean on anything when
eating. He also avoided very hot food.3!
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Purity and Cleanliness

God says that He loves those who repent
and those who cleanse themselves.2:23]

The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 has also
taught us that outer cleanliness is essential for
inner purity. He gave us instructions regarding
cleanliness in minute detail. He instructed us
to perform ablution before the five daily prayers
and to bathe at least twice a week for bodily
cleanliness. He bathed often and could even
bathe with three litres of water.32 He would use
antimony for preserving the eyesight.33

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa put great
emphasis on the cleaning of teeth. He said, "If I
did not fear that I would be putting my
followers in hardship, I would instruct them to
brush their teeth five times a day." His own
example in this regard was that it was the first
thing he used to do after coming home. He
would brush his teeth sideways and from
bottom to top so that all the gaps were properly
cleaned. 3% Once when he was close to his
demise, he wished to clean his teeth and
Hadrat ‘A’ishahra gave him a piece of Miswak
which she had softened for him.35

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa liked good
perfume and was distinguished by his own
particular scent. Hadrat Anasra says that the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's perspiration smelt
better than musk.36 When his hair grew long,
covering his ears and reaching his shoulders,
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he would have hairdressing. He would get his
beard trimmed from the sides as well as
lengthwise and kept it equal to a fist in length.
He would apply Hena on his hair.37

Dress

According to the Holy Qur’an, dress has
the dual purpose of covering the body as well as
adornment. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
normally wore the traditional Arab dress which
consisted of a loincloth and a shirt. He
preferred long-sleeved shirts, but he also wore
sleeveless ones.3% He would wear simple and
rough clothes. He wore a robe, pyjama and in
winter a waistcoat filled with cotton and had
tight sleeves. When available, he would use a
towel after ablution.

He would wear a cap and on Fridays tie a
turban over it. He wore his best, especially a
red robe, on Fridays, ‘Eid days and when
receiving foreign delegations. One moonlit
night, he wore a red robe. The observers
witnessed that he looked more beautiful than
the full moon. Though he mostly liked to dress
in white, he would also wear red, green and
saffron. Whenever he wore new clothes, he
would offer two Rak‘at of Nafl prayer and give
away his old garment to some needy person.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa wore
leather socks and passed his wet hands over
them (masah) when performing ablution. He
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wore open leather shoes with two laces, much
like the slippers and sandals we wear these
days.39

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa wore a
silver ring with the words "Muhammad,
Messenger of Allah" inscribed upon it. It was
made for the purpose of sealing his letters.40
For a long time he wore this ring on his right
hand, but later he also wore it on the left. He
would take it off when going into the lavatory,
and move it around while performing ablution
so that the whole finger could be washed. In his
hand, he held a stick made of date-branch.

In war, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
wore a helmet and armour. He wore double
armour during the Battle of Uhud. The links of
one such armour broke and became embedded
in the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's cheek.4!

Gait and manner of Conversation

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was very
dignified in gait and manner. His gait was light
as though he was descending from a height.
Hadrat Abu Hurairahra says: "l have never seen
anyone walk faster than the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. It seemed as if the earth was
folding underneath him. We would become tired
when walking with him, but there would be no
signs of fatigue on him. He did not walk with
his head held high, and he would keep his gaze
low."42
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Hadrat ‘Alira says: "When walking, the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa2 inclined forward
and it seemed as if he were descending from a
hill. I have not seen anyone before or after him
who had such a swift stride."43

Hadrat Hasan bin ‘Alira relates from his
maternal uncle, Hind bin Abi Halah, that the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to take long
and swift strides, keeping his gaze low, but
when he looked at something he would look
with a full gaze. While he was walking with his
Companions, he would be ahead of them and
would proceed to greet anyone whom he met on
the way.44

Hadrat Jabirra says that the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa did not cast glances all around
when walking. Even when his garments got
entangled in a bush or a tree, he would not
notice. The Companions continued to talk
frankly and laugh, considering that Zakat
would not give ear to them.45

As God Himself has said, He made the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's nature very
tender.4:160) His voice was neither harsh, nor
hurried; he would talk slowly making others
understand clearly what he was saying; he
would sometimes repeat his words three times
to impress the minds of the listeners.46

Whenever the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
decided to do something, he put his complete
trust in God. Once he had repeated his words
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three times, no one could alter them.*” But he
would never order his Companions to do
anything beyond their power.48

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa never
talked unnecessarily, and when he did talk his
speech was eloquent and meaningful. Once he
would begin, he complete his words. His speech
was flawless, free from useless chatter and
clear to everyone listening. He would never
speak harshly to his Companions or humiliate
them. He would recall even their small favours
with gratitude and never debased anyone. He
was never angry with anyone in worldly
matters, but if anyone transgressed from the
truth, his fury was unpreventable and he would
even ordain punishment. But he was never
angry nor punished anyone for anything
concerning his own person. When he was angry
he would turn his face away; when he was
pleased he would look down. When he smiled,
his white teeth sparkled like hail falling from
the clouds.49

According to Hadrat Jabirra, the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's talk was full of beauty
and order.5%Umme Ma‘bad relates that the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa was a pleasant talker
and when he talked it seemed as though pearls
were falling from a necklace.5!

Hadrat ‘A’ishahra relates that nothing was
more disliked and hated by the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa than lies. When he learnt that
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someone had this weakness, he would distance
himself from such a person until he knew that
he had completely repented of this evil.52

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's laughter
was at most a smile. He smiled habitually. The
Companions say that they never saw anyone
smile more than the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. When he was happy, his face
would glow.53

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's talk was
never dull. He always had a pleasant humour
but never abandoned the truth even in jest. He
said that his tongue could utter nothing but the
truth.54

Once, a Companion asked the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa for a camel. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa replied that he could
only give him a baby of a she-camel. The
Companion said that the baby would be of no
avail to him as he wanted a camel worth riding.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said: "Come on,
don’t you see that every camel is a baby of a
she-camel]?"55

He was preaching and teaching his
Companions continually; he would do so
intermittently so that they would not get bored.
His speech was eloquent, expressive, pleasant,
but forceful. In some of his sermons, such
intensity and zeal were visible that his eyes
would become red and his voice high-pitched
and it seemed as though he was warning people
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against an army ready to attack any moment.
Once, his pulpit shook as he described the
attributes of God. 56 The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was moderate both in his prayers
and his sermons.57

During the battles, he would carry a bow
and arrow majestically like a warrior and would
address his Companions. Normally, he held a
walking stick in his hand while delivering a
sermon. 58 A pulpit was later erected and he
delivered his sermon from it.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa would
practice what he preached. He would select his
words carefully and correct a person if he used
a wrong word. In Arabia, slaves used to call
their master Rabb (meaning the nourisher), but
since Rabb is an attribute of God, the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 advised his Companions
to call their masters Sayyed. Likewise, the
masters used to call their slaves ‘Abd (meaning
slave), but the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa2 told
them to address their slaves as Fata (meaning
boy or young man) so that their self-respect
may not be hurt.>9

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa had a
great literary taste. He liked well-chosen words
and appreciated good poetry. Hadrat Sharidr
relates: "One day I was riding behind the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa. He asked me if 1
remembered any verse of the poet Umayyah bin
As-Salt. When I answered in the affirmative, the
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Holy Prophet Muhammadsa asked me to recite
some of them for him. I recited a few and the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa2 asked me to recite
more until I had recited nearly a hundred."60

The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 was not
satisfied with mere artificial beauty of words; he
rather sought deeper meanings in them. If there
was anything he did not understand, he would
ask for clarification. When the famous poet
Nabghah Abu Lailah presented himself before
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa and recited this
verse:

—sle i, 8,200 eSS Lotk

Having accepted Islam, we have attained
higher status in piety and honour;

What is more, we hope for Mazhar,
where Allah will show our honour to the
world.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa asked
him what he meant by Mazhar. He said that it
meant 'Paradise’. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
appreciated this meaning and said, "God
willing, you will be granted this blessing." The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa appreciated him
and prayed for him.6!

Hadrat ‘A’ishahra was asked if the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa ever hummed any verses.
She replied in the affirmative and told of a verse
written by one of his Companions ‘Abdullah bin
Rawahah:
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2335 A8l LAYL Gl

You will receive such tidings, as have not
come to you before.62
Hadrat Jundabra relates that the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's finger was injured
because of stumble. He looked at the hurt
finger and recited the verse:
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You are only a finger which bleeds and
suffers this injury in the path of Allah.63

God, with His special kindness, had
bestowed on the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
such comprehensive speech that he could
express profound subjects in just a few words.
His choice of words was subtle and he would
use exquisite metaphors.

Hadrat ‘Alira relates that once a delegation
came to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa from
Nahd. At their request he prayed for them and
then wrote for them a statement: "Whosoever
observes Prayer is a believer, whosoever pays
Zakat is a Muslim, and whosoever utters,
'There is none worthy of worship except Allah
and Muhammad is His Messenger', will not be
considered indifferent. "Hadrat ‘Alira on this
profound statement, said to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, "We are sons of the same
grandfather and we grew up together, but I find
that your speech, when you speak to Arab
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delegations, is flawless and matchless." The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa replied, "Allah has
taught me literature and has taught it to me in
the best manner, and I have grown up among
Banu Sa‘d."64

Hadrat Buraidahra relates that the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa was the most eloquent of
people. If people did not understand his words,
he would explain them.65

Hadrat ‘Umar once asked the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2, "O Prophet of God, why
are you the most eloquent among us?" The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa2 said: "Gabriel came to
me and taught me the language of my
forefather Ishmael."66

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa liked
meaningful names like ‘Abdullah, ‘Abdur
Rahman, etc. He would change a name that did
not carry good meaning. There was a man
named Huzn which means 'grief, the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa changed his name to
Sahl, meaning 'ease'. Then there was a woman
named Asiyah, which carried a sense of
disobedience; the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
changed her name to Jamilah, meaning
'‘beautiful'.6?

Social Life

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was full of
kindness and compassion when dealing with
his family and his Companions. He would say,
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"The best among you is he who is best towards
his family; and I am the best among you in
kindness towards my family."68

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa lived a life
free of formality. He would at times tell stories
to his wives. He was extremely generous and
kind-hearted to his family.®9

Hadrat ‘A’ishahra has portrayed a beautiful
picture of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
domestic life. She says that she was once
spinning cotton on the spinning wheel while the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was mending his
shoes. Perspiration was dripping from his
forehead and his face was glistening with it.
She says that she was looking at him
attentively and was extremely fascinated by the
beauty of what she saw. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa felt her glance and asked why she
was looking at him in such amazement. Hadrat
‘Aishahra replied, "If the poet Abt Kabir Huzli
could see the perspiration on your forehead and
the droplets glistening with light, he would have
to admit that some of his verses apply first and
foremost to you. Upon his request, she recited
one of his verses:

Hed e B8 E8n ks 50 3 Sl

The handsome contours of my beloved's
illuminating face resemble the lightening
in the clouds.

Hadrat ‘A’ishahra further relates that when
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the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa heard this
verse, he rose up with delight, came over to her,
and kissed her forehead. He said, "May Allah
reward you for this. I, perhaps, have enjoyed
this verse more than you have enjoyed
watching my face."70

He was very sensitive to the feelings and
needs of his Companions and stayed well
informed about them. He never accused anyone
on the basis of one-sided allegations. He would
say, "Leave my heart clear with regard to my
Companions.""1

When his Companions were hungry, he
would take them to his home and feed them. He
would encourage his Companions to do
likewise. When they were ill, he would visit
them and enquire about their health.”2 He went
to the house of his Jewish attendant to see how
he was faring. He would caress the ill person
and pray for him.73

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa paid full
attention to his Companions. When someone
met him on the way, he would stop to talk to
him until the person himself took leave. He
would shake hands and would not be the first
to withdraw his hand.”4

He would graciously accept gifts from
friends. He never refused the gift of milk or
perfume. He always reciprocated gifts with
better ones.75

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa loved to
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give water from Zamzam as a gift. He would
never accept charity for himself. When he
visited the homes of the Ansar, 76 he would
caress their children and pray for them. When a
child was born he would give it a bit of date as
a kind of benediction.?”

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa treated
his wives with equity and justice. He would
decide through the drawing of lots as to who
would accompany with him on a journey.’8 He
would visit his dear daughter Fatimahra just
before leaving Madinah and immediately after
his return, but not before he had first offered
two rak’at of prayer at the Masjid-e-Nabawi.”?
When he returned from a journey, the children
and residents of Madinah would come out to
welcome him.80

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa would not
hesitate to accept invitations even from
ordinary Muslims, 8! and would make no
distinctions in this regard. He would take part
in the funeral and burial of all his Companions
with the exception of such as were in debt at
the time of their death. In such a case he would
instruct other Companions to offer his funeral
prayer.82

He participated in public duties like
others. He carried the bricks when the Masjid-
e-Nabawi was being built, and helped in digging
and removing the earth at the Battle of the
Ditch.83
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The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was very
kind to his servants. Hadrat Anasr relates that
he served the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa for
ten years, but never once did the Holy Prophet
Muhammads2 scold him.84

When Hadrat Imam Husain™ asked
Hadrat ‘Alia  about the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's treatment of his Companions,
the latter said:

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa always
had a smile on his face. He possessed the
highest of morals and had a kind and tender
heart. He was not peevish or ill-tempered. He
never used foul language nor shouted. He was
neither over critical nor miserly. He would
ignore that which he disliked and would not
respond to it. He had freed himself of three
things: quarrelsome behaviour, arrogance and
vile talk; and people were safe from him in
three things: condemnation, backbiting and
exposure of their weaknesses. He would only
talk about things which were spiritually
rewarding. People would speak only when he
had finished speaking, nor did they talk to one
another in his presence. If one of them was
speaking, the others would listen in silence
until he had finished. The Holy Prophet
Muhammads2 would listen to them attentively,
would participate in their humour and would
express amazement when something strange
happened. Even when some stranger appeared
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and spoke to him, he would listen to him very
attentively.85

The Companions were keen to bring their
guests to see the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.
They would not ask too many questions out of
respect, instead they waited for some bedouin
to ask questions.86

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa had
instructed his Companions that if anyone of
them found someone in need, they should give
that person something or ask someone else to
assist him. He said that a good
recommendation also merited reward.8”

He disliked excessive praise if it was not
within the permissible limits. He never
interrupted anyone unless the speaker was
going beyond the norms of decency, in that
case he would either stop him or leave the
gathering.

Miscellaneous Activities

On  Saturdays the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa would walk or ride to the Quba
mosque which was situated several miles away
in the Bani ‘Amr bin ‘Auf quarter. This served
for his weekly outing and also gave him the
opportunity to meet his Companions in that
area.88 The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa loved to
watch greenery and running water.

Friday had its own activities. Part of the
day passed in preparing for the Jumu‘ah prayer.
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If an expedition was to be sent, he would send
it during the early hours of Thursday.89 If it was
comprised of three or more members, he would
appoint one of them as its Amir.90

On the two Eid days, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa liked to pray for the acceptance of
worship and sacrifices. Hadrat Wathilahra
relates that he met the Holy Prophet
Muhammads2a on an Eid day and said, "May
Allah accept (worship, etc.) from us and from
you." The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said: < js
& & "Indeed, may Allah accept from us and
from you."91

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa gave
preference to the right side in every matter,
from wearing his shoes to combing his hair,
performing ablution, bathing, etc. He used his
right hand for eating and shaking hands.92

He used the left hand for cleaning himself
after going to the toilet and other such tasks.
He would sleep on the right side. When putting
on shoes, he would wear the right one first, but
he would remove the left one first.93

When entering the mosque, the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's would first put in his
right foot, and when leaving, he would put his
left foot out first. When he received a complaint
about someone, he would give general
admonition without naming any particular
person.%4

When the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
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forgot a person's name, he would call him, "O
Son of ‘Abdullah [servant of Allah|" When he
wanted to remember something he would tie a
thread on his finger to remind himself of it.

When he travelled outside Madinah, he
would appoint an Amir in his place. He would
heartily welcome cool weather after the intense
heat of summer. When he saw approaching
clouds or dust-storm, his face would show
signs of worry, lest this storm should bring
some Divine chastisement like the ones that
came upon past nations. He would then start
praying for safety.95

The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 loved the
rain in summer and would gladly put out his
head to receive it. He would say: "This is fresh
blessing from my Lord."96

When the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was
happy his face would become radiant with
delight; when annoyed his face would become
red and signs of displeasure would be visible on
his face.97

In moments of grief, he would turn to
prayer and say, "My Lord is sufficient for me, in
place of human beings."98

When he admonished a person, he would
say, "What has happened to him? May God
have mercy on him." The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa advised against asking too many
questions and argumentative behaviour.99

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa forbade
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us from creating unnecessary hardship and
complications. He would say, "Create facility
and ease, and do not create hardship."

When he happened to sneeze in the
presence of other people, he would put his
hand or handkerchief over his mouth. He did
likewise when he yawned. He would cover his
spit with a bit of earth.100

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
occasionally suffered from migraine which
lasted for a day or two. At such times he would
rest at home.

The Excellent Morals of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad®*

One can only wonder at the excellent
morals of the one concerning whom the God of
Heaven Himself testifies: "You are indeed
established upon the highest morals."

Similarly valuable is the testimony given
by Hadrat Khadijahra after fifteen years of
marital companionship with the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. She said that he was kind to his
relatives, shared other people's burdens,
revived the lost morals and virtues, was
hospitable, and helped people who were
suffering in the cause of the truth. She said
that God would never destroy a person of such
qualities.101

Hadrat ‘A’ishahra relates that the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 never uttered obscene
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words, nor did he shout in the market-place.
He did not retaliate evil with evil, he would
instead demonstrate forgiveness and
forbearance.102

The Companions relate that the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa was the most beloved of
all people.103

Whenever he had choice between two
things, he would choose the easier one. There
was none who possessed greater self control
than him.104

His modesty surpassed even that of a
virgin.105

Hadrat Ibn-e-‘Abbast relates that the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was the most
generous of all people.106

Whenever the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
was asked for something, he gave it.107

He distributed the spoils of war that same
day it arrived. Such was his faith in God that
he never saved for the next day.108

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was the
most righteous of people and refrained from the
comforts of the world.1%® He said that he was
like a traveller who lies down for a while to rest
under a tree and then moves on.!10

He was so brave that he would charge at
the enemy all alone and would never retreat. He
was the most courageous of all people.111

His forgiveness was of such a high quality
that he even pardoned his mortal enemies.!12
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In short, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
possessed the highest morals. He was the
perfect manifestation of Divine attributes. He
was such a beautiful and perfect example for
mankind that even today we can reach God by
following him. Even today when our Lord and
our Master sees these qualities in a person, He
begins to love him. The truth is:

"You are Muhammad [the praised one],
by name and by deed;

Peace be on you and the blessings of
God."
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Chapter 3

The Holy Prophet Muhammads<+'s
Love for God and Sensitivity for His
Oneness

Since God had commissioned the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa for the establishment of
His Unity in the dark age of idolatry, He had
Himself instilled in his heart love for His Unity
and a strong repugnance for idolatry. God, by
His special will, protected the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa from all kinds of idolatry.

The Holy Prophet Muhammad®**'s
Aversion to Idolatry

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's nanny
Umme Aimanr relates that Bu’ana was an idol
respected by all the Quraish. They would offer
sacrifices to it and would offer a day of I‘tikaf
for it every year. Abu Talib would go there too
with his people, and wanted to take the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa with him, but he always
refused to go with them. This greatly irritated
his uncle and aunts, and they would say that
they were apprehensive of his aversion to idols.

Once, when his aunties insisted too
much, he agreed to accompany them, but he
came away frightened and said that he had
seen a strange sight. His aunts said, "What
could you have possibly seen? It is surely
impossible for Satan to influence such a pious
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person." The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa2 replied
that whenever he approached the idol, a tall
and fair man would shout: "O Muhammad,
stand back! Do not touch the idol!" After this
incident, his aunts stopped insisting, and thus
God saved him from idolatrous customs.!

Once, while travelling to Syria with his
uncle Abu Talib, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
met a Christian monk named Buhairah. In
reply to one of his questions, the Holy Prophet
Muhammads2 said: "Do not ask me about the
idols Lat and ‘Uzza. By God I do not hate
anything more than I hate them."2

Once when the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa had gone to Syria to sell Hadrat
Khadijahr's goods, someone asked him to
swear in the name ofLat and ‘Uzza. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa2 said: "l have never sworn
by these idols and I do not pay any heed to
them."s

Love for God's Worship

Thus, right from his childhood the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's heart was full of love
for his Creator and Master. Worship and
remembrance of Allah was his favourite
pastime. He preferred solitude. He started
having true and spiritual dreams right from his
youth.4

For a whole month each year, the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa would sit in meditation
[[‘tikaf] in a cave called Hira. There he could
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remember God in complete solitude. This was a
manner of worship adopted by the Quraish in
those times. After completing his meditation,
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa would make a
circuit of the Ka‘bah before proceeding home. It
was during such a meditation in the month of
Ramadan that the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
received his first revelation.5

At the time there were only a few people
in Makkah who believed in One God and
remained steadfast upon the faith of Ibrahimes.
One notable person among them was Zaid bin
‘Amr. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa met him
once in Baldah, a village near Makkah. The
idolaters offered the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
some food but he refused to eat it. The same
food was then offered to Zaid who refused it as
well, holding that he would not eat their food
since they slaughtered their animals after
invoking the names of idols. He only ate meat
which had been slaughtered in Allah's name
and regarded animals slaughtered by the
Quraish as forbidden. He said, when it was God
who had created the goat and the grass, why
then should the Quraish invoke the name of the
idols when slaughtering it.6

The first revelation received by the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa was based on the Unity
and Oneness of God. He hesitated on the word
"Igra™ (Read!), but he responded spontaneously
when it was said, &£ & @35 24 1) "Read in the
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name of your Lord Who created," as the love of
his Creator was already ingrained upon his
heart.

Love for God

Observing the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's love for God, the people of
Makkah said: $53&s5:¢

"Muhammad has indeed fallen in love
with his Lord."”

And how true they were! He was indeed a
true lover of his Lord. This love showed itself
most of all in his prayers, his worship, his
supplications and his remembrance of God.
Such was his love that he eagerly included this
prayer of Hadrat Dawudas with his own prayers:
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"O Allah, I beg Thee for Thy love and for
the love of those who love Thee. O Allah,
enable me to do deeds through which I
will gain Thy love. O Allah, make Thy
love dearer to me than the love of myself,
my wealth, my family and even the love
of cold water."8

But the prayer the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa himself taught us is even more
comprehensive and eloquent than the prayer of
Hadrat Dawudas. He used to supplicate:
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"O Allah, bestow upon me Your love and
the love of the one whose love, in Your
estimation, would benefit me. O Allah,
whichever of my favourite things You
grant me, make them a source for
attaining those things which are Your
favourite. And whatever of my beloved
things You might take away from me,
grant me in their stead things which You
love."9

Like every lover, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa loved everything associated with
his Beloved. He would get his bare head wet in
the first rain fall. He would say: "This is the
newly descended favour from my Lord, and it
brings a whole host of blessings."10

The imprint of Tauhid—Unity and
Oneness of God—was visible in his every action
and every worship. He would begin the Salat
with the supplication:
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"I have turned my face toward Him Who
created the heavens and the earth, being
ever inclined to God, and I am not of
those @ who  associate gods  with
God."[6:80)11!
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The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 has
warned us against the varied and subtle forms
of Shirk. He declared ostentation to be a form of
Shirk as well, and said:

"Whoever prays in order to show off, is
guilty of Shirk."12

Hadrat Shaddadra bin Aus relates that he
once asked the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa,
"After you are gone will your followers also be
guilty of Shirk?" The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
said: "They will not worship the sun or the
moon or stones or idols, but they will practice
ostentation in their deeds."13

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa also said
that Allah says: "l do not care for people who
practice Shirk. Anyone who associates anyone
else with Me in anything he does, I leave him to
his own devices."14

Once Hadrat ‘Umarra came out of the
mosque and found Hadrat Mu‘az bin Jabalra
weeping near the tomb of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. When Hadrat ‘Umarra asked him
as to what was wrong, he said that he had
recalled a Hadith of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa in which he had said: "Even the
smallest ostentation is Shirk."15

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
considered belief in ill-omens to be a form of
Shirk as well.16

Once, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said
in a Sermon: "O people, bearing false witness is
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equal to associating partners with God." He
then recited the verse:

[P
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"Remaining ever inclined to Allah, not
associating anything with Him. And
whoso associates anything with Allah,
falls as it were, from a height, and the
birds snatch, him up, or the wind blows
him away to a distant place."1”

Hadrat Farwahra once presented himself
before the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa and
asked for a prayer which he should recite
before going to sleep at night. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa told him to recite Surah Al-
Kafirun, for he said it served as a protection
against Shirk.18

Hadrat Abt Miusa Ash‘ari®a relates that
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said: "Guard
yourselves against Shirk, for it is even more
difficult to detect than the footprint of an ant.
One of the Companions asked, "How should we
guard ourselves against it?" The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa said, "You can do so by praying:
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"O Allah, we seek Your refuge lest we
should knowingly associate partners
with You. And we implore for Your
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forgiveness if we do so unknowingly."19

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's worship
was purely for the sake of God and was free
from every ostentation because of the deep
imprint of Tauhid upon his heart. Even the
Lord of the heavens testifies to this:

Say, "My prayer and my sacrifice and my
life and my death are all for Allah, the
Lord of the worlds. He has no partner.
And so am I commanded, and I am the
first of those who submit.":163,164)

Besides the obligatory prayers, the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 used to offer long and
fervent prayers to express his love for God.
Most often these prayers were offered at night.
The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 had nine wives,
and his beloved wife Hadrat ‘A’ishahre's turn
came after nine days. Once, during a cold
night, after he had laid down in bed, he said: "O
‘Aishah, would you permit me to spend this
night worshipping my Lord?" She willingly
consented and the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
got up to pray. He spent the whole night in
prayer and his place of prostration became all
wet with tears.20

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa had great
regard for the declaration of Tauhid. Once an
Ansari said that he was under obligation to free
one Muslim maid and he owned a negress
slave-girl. He enquired if the Holy Prophet
Muhammads2 considered her to be a believer,
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so he could set her free. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa asked her, "Do you testify that
there is none worthy of worship except Allah?"
She said that she did. He again asked, "Do you
testify that I am the Messenger of Allah?" She
again replied in the affirmative. Then the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa asked if she believed in
Resurrection, she said, "Yes". The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa said, "Free her, she is a
believer."21

Establishment of Tauhid

The first lesson of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's Shari‘ah was the Kalimah, or
the affirmation of the unity of God: <y, &Y

"There is none worthy of worship except
Allah."

All the activities of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa revolved round Tauhid. From
dawn to dusk, he proclaimed Tauhid in his
every word and deed. As day broke, he would
pray:

"We enter into the dawn in spirit of [slam
and Tauhid, and upon the faith of our
Prophet Muhammadsa and our father
Abrahamas, who was a worshipper of
One God and did not associate partners
with Him."22

When evening came, he would pray: @i
A& z4Ts.
"We and the whole world have entered
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the evening for the sake of Allah. All

praise belongs to Allah. There is none

worthy of worship except Him. He is the

One who has no partner. To Him belongs

the Sovereignty, to Him belongs all

praise, and He has power over

everything."23

When confronted with some difficulty, the

Holy Prophet Muhammadsa would pray: ) 2y
JUESFEMAIR

"There is none worthy of worship except

Allah. He is the Greatest and the

Forbearing. There is none worthy of

worship except Allah. He is the Lord of

the Great Throne. There is none worthy

of worship except Allah. He is the Lord of

heaven and earth. There is none worthy

of worship except Allah. He is the Lord of

the Noble Throne."24

It was the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa who
raised the flag of Tauhid in an atmosphere
immersed in Shirk and idolatry, and kept it
flying high. For the sake of Tauhid he endured
every kind of trial and tribulation. He endured
mental and physical torture, sacrificed his
closest friends and never hesitated to lay down
even his own life. He stood like a rock in the
face of these trials for the sake of Tauhid. He
declared Tauhid to be a means of Salvation and
said: "Whoever professes Tauhid from the core
of his heart is deserving of paradise."25
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Exhorting his Companions to always sing
the songs of Tauhid, he said "whoever confesses
the Unity of God by offering the following prayer
a hundred times a day, will get reward equal to
the freeing of ten salves; a hundred good deeds
shall be added to his name and hundred evil
ones will be removed; and this prayer will
safeguard him against the Satan until evening,
and none shall be counted a better person than
him, other than the one who recites this prayer
more than him." The prayer is:
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"There is none worthy of worship except
Allah. He is One and has no partner.
Sovereignty belongs to Him and He is
entitled to all praise. He is Mighty over
everything."26

It was for the sake of Tauhid that the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa bade farewell to his
homeland and migrated to Madinah. When the
enemy pursued him there, he was compelled to
raise the sword in self-defence. But the ultimate
aim of these defensive wars was the
establishment of Tauhid.

A person once asked the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, "Who amongst these people
would be counted as a warrior in the path of
Allah: he who fights for honour, or he who
fights to demonstrate his valour, or he who
fights for the spoils of war?" The Holy Prophet
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Muhammadsa replied: "Only he who truly fights
in the cause of Allah, who fights for the honour
of the Kalimah and in order to establish the
dignity of Tauhid."27

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
established the dignity of Tauhid by declaring
that he would not fight even against his mortal
enemy if he would profess the Unity of God.28 In
other words, the swords raised in self-defence
will be sheathed in honour of the Kalimah. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa declared amnesty
for his sworn enemy when he professed the
Kalimah, and he forbade his Companions from
attacking a dwelling from where the Adhan
(which includes proclamations of Tauhid) was
heard.29

Hadrat Miqdad bin ‘Amr Kindira relates: I
once asked the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa: "O
Prophet of Allah, if I confront an enemy in the
battlefield and he cuts off my hand, and then
seeks shelter behind a tree and professes the
Kalimah to save himself, would I be entitled to
kill him?" The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said:
"No. You must not kill him." I said: "O Prophet
of Allah, he only professes to be a Muslim after
he has cut off my hand!" The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa reiterated: "You must not kill
him. If you do so, he will be counted a Muslim
and you an infidel."30

Once during a battle Hadrat Usamahra
was about to attack an enemy soldier when he
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recited the Kalimah. But Usamahra killed him
regardless. When the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa came to know of it he was
furious. He said: "Why did you kill a person
who professed the Kalimah? What will be your
excuse on the Day of Judgement when the
Kalimah testifies against you?" When Usamah
pleaded that the man had not professed the
Kalimah from his heart, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa said, "Did you tear open his heart
to see whether he was speaking the truth or
not?"31

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was very
sensitive about Tauhid. Once a Jewish scholar
came and said, "O Muhammad, you are a good
people, only if you would not practice Shirk."
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa humbly said:
"Holy is Allah. What Shirk do you speak of?"
The scholar said, "Your people swear by the
name of the Ka‘bah." Although Muslims hold no
idolatrous belief with regard to Ka‘bah, still, in
order to remove all such misconceptions, the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa advised the
Muslims to swear by the Lord of the Ka‘bah
rather than the Kabah itself. The Jewish
scholar again said, "You are a good people, only
if you would not associate partners with God."
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa replied, "Holy is
Allah. What Shirk is it, that you speak about?"
The Jew said, "Your people say, ‘As Allah
wishes and as you wish.” The Holy Prophet
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Muhammadsa considered this for a moment and
said, "Now that this man has pointed it out, in
future when you say, ‘If Allah wishes,’ you will
then pause before saying, ‘And as you wish’."
(Meaning that these two phrases should not be
uttered at once.)32

Hence, when a person later said, "As Allah
wishes and as you wish," the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa said, "You are making me equal
to God. Only that matters what the One God
wishes."33

Once the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
heard Hadrat ‘Umarra swear in the name of his
father. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
beckoned him and said, "Allah has forbidden
you from swearing in the name of your fathers.
Whoever needs to swear should do so in the
name of Allah, or else he should keep quiet."34

The Holy Prophet Muhammad®*'s
Jealousy for the Honour of "Tauhid"

Even during the greatest trials, when the
lives of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa and his
Companions were in serious danger, the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2a was never oblivious of
the honour of Tauhid. Rather, at such times his
sensitivity for Tauhid manifested itself with
greatest perfection.

Hadrat ‘A’ishahra relates that while the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was passing
through Harratul Wabarah on his way to the
Battle of Badr, an idolater—who was famous for
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his strength and valour—sought audience with
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa and offered to
fight alongside the Muslims if he would be
entitled to his share of the spoils of war. The
Companions were overjoyed at his offer. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, however, asked
him whether he believed in Allah and His
Messengersa. He said that he did not. The Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 told him to leave, for he
would not accept help from an idolater. God be
praised for such sensitivity for the honour of
Tauhid! The man came again but the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa gave him the same
answer. He returned a third time and again the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa asked him if he
believed in Allah and His Prophetsa. This time
he answered in affirmative and the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa agreed to take him
along.35

The Glory of Tauhid

During the Battle of Uhud, Muslims
suffered great loss as a result of enemy attack
through the mountain pass. Seventy Muslims
were martyred and the rumours of the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's martyrdom spread. The
enemy was delighted, and AbQ Sufyan began to
boast of his victory. At this critical time, while
the Muslims had taken refuge at the foot of a
mountain, Abt Sufyan shouted to the Muslims,
"Is Muhammads2a among you?" In view of the
gravity of the situation, the Holy Prophet
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Muhammadsa ordered his Companions not to
answer. This silence emboldened Abu Sufyan
even more and he shouted, "Is the son of Abu
Qahafah (Hadrat Abu Bakrra) among you?" The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa again told the
Companions not to answer. Again Abu Sufyan
shouted, "Is the son of Khattab (Hadrat ‘Umarr?)
among you?" When the Muslims still did not
reply, Abt Sufyan shouted in triumph, "Hubal
the great! Hubal the great!" This instantly
awakened the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
utmost regard for honour of Tauhid and he at
once signalled to his Companions to answer
back. They asked what should they say? He
told them to announce, "Allah is the Greatest
and most Glorified."Abti Sufyan then said,
"Uzza belongs to us and you have no ‘Uzza."
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa told his
Companions to answer back, "Allah is our
Protector and you have no Protector."36
The Victory of Makkah was another

occasion on which the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's love and regard for Tauhid
manifested in a magnificent manner. The
Ka‘bah—the House of God—had been built by
Hadrat Ibrahimas with the prayer:

"My Lord, make this city a city of peace,

and keep me and my children away from

worshipping idols."[14:36]

At the advent of the Holy Prophet

Muhammads?, the Ka‘bah had been defiled with
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the presence of three hundred and sixty idols.
But, in fulfilment of the prayers of Hadrat
Ibrahimas, the time had now come for this
falsehood and transgression to end. After the
Victory of Makkah, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa came to the Kabah and cleansed
it of all the idols.

When the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
entered Makkah the world witnessed a scene of
utmost humility and modesty. The Pride of
Mankind showed such humility that his head
bowed low, nearly touching the saddle. But
when it came to declaring the Majesty and
Oneness of God, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
went to every idol, struck it with all his might
and threw it down. As he did so, he recited
aloud the verse:

(17:82) 6345 B JLI) £ Jutd) 8835 &1
"Truth has come and falsehood has

vanished away. Falsehood does indeed
vanish away fast."37

Slogans of Divine Unity at the Time of
Victory

In a short time all the idols were turned
into rubble. Uzza had been broken into pieces
and Hubal was shattered.38

The purpose of raising the foundation of
the Ka‘bah was thus achieved and the worship
of the One and Only God was established. This
was the day when the Holy Prophet
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Muhammadsa's greatest desire was fulfilled. It
was the day for Divine glory and majesty to be
manifested. This day was the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's happiest day, for it was the day
of the triumph of Tauhid. When the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 came forward and kissed
Hajre Aswad (the Black Stone), he was so
overwhelmed by these emotions that he cried
out ‘Allah-o-Akbar’. The Companions joined him
with equal fervour and Makkah resonated with
the slogans of glorification of God. It seemed as
if this would go on forever, but soon the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa raised his hand and
beckoned them to stop.39

The day of the conquest of Makkah was,
in fact the day of the establishment of Tauhid
and manifestation of its majesty. That day the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa did not proclaim his
own victory, rather he celebrated the Greatness
and Magnificence of God. He said:

<
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"There is none worthy of worship except
Allah. He is One. He has bestowed
honour to His army. He has helped His
servant and fulfilled His promise. He
single-handedly routed the enemy."40

This was the slogan of Tauhid, which our
master and beloved raised on the occasion of
his greatest victory.

Tauhid was so deeply rooted in the Holy
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Prophet Muhammadsa's heart that he feared no
one except God. He rode on fearlessly during
the Battle of Hunain while arrows were raining
down on him and proclaimed aloud:

S aze E36T SV g6

[ am a Prophet and I am not a liar. I am
the son of Abdul Muttalib.4!

This was not only an example of his
perfect faith in Tauhid, but it was also an
extraordinary sign of his own truthfulness.
Afraid of apprehension that he might be
considered superhuman, he made it very clear
that he was the son of Abdul Muttalib and thus
just a human being. The awe inspired by his
personality was a gift of God and it was God
Who guaranteed his safety.

Once a delegation of the Thaqif tribe came
to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa from Ta’if.
They consented to accept Islam but on the
condition that they would not be obliged to offer
the obligatory prayers and would be permitted
to indulge in fornication, drinking and usury.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa turned down
their request and said, "Woe to the faith which
does not include prayer."

Similarly, the people of Ta’if requested
that their idol Lat should not be destroyed for
three years, but the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
would never allow such hypocrisy. They
requested him to leave it for a year, but he
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rejected that also. They then requested that it
should be allowed to stand for a month so that
womenfolk and the simple minded people might
not distance themselves from Islam, but the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa did not allow even
that. He sent Hadrat Abu Sufyanr and Hadrat
Mughirahr bin Shu‘bah to destroy the idol.42

Everything the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
said or did was always rooted in Tauhid. He had
a she-camel named ‘Adba’ which was so fast
that no camel could leave it behind in a race.
Once a Bedouin raced his camel with Hudursa's
‘Adba’ and won the race. The Companions were
very much upset, but the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa told them with amazing calmness
that whenever God raises something in stature,
He lowers it also, for God is the Highest.43

There was a slightly raised piece of flesh
on the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's back.
Hadrat Abd Rimthahra relates that once his
father asked the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa to
show him that piece of flesh. He meant that,
being a physician, he would be able to cure it.
But true to his sensitivity for Tauhid, the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa said, "God is the only
true Physician. You are a friend and companion.
Only He Who created it, can cure it."44

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to
say, "God says, Greatness is my garb,
Eminence is my cover; I shall throw into fire
anyone whoever tries to compete with me in
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either of these."45

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa explained
Tauhid to the Christians of Najran in a very
beautiful manner. They asked him whether God
was made of emerald, ruby, gold or silver? He
replied that God was not made of anything
material, rather He was the Creator of all these
things. Surah Al-lkhlas had already been
revealed. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
recited the verse for them, "Say, He is Allah, the
One." They said He is One and you are one,
where is the difference. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa then recited the verse, "There is
nothing like unto Him." They asked him to tell
them some attributes of God. The Holy Prophet
Muhammads? recited the next verse from Strah
Al-Ikhlas, "Allah, the Independent and Besought
of all." They asked what was the meaning of
Samad? The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 said,
"Samad is the being upon Whom all the
creation depends for the sustenance'. They
asked him for more Divine attributes. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa recited, "He begets not",
(as Mary begat a son); "Nor is He begotten", (as
Jesus was begotten); "There is none like unto
Him", (none among His creation can equal
Him).46

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa instilled
love for Tauhid in his Companions as well. It is
reported that an Ansari who used to lead the
prayers in the mosque at Quba’ recited Sturah
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Al-Ikhlas in every Ruku‘ after Surah Al-Fatihah,
and would then recite some other Strah. The
people who attended the prayers asked him
why he recited Surah Al-Ikhlas only and asked
him for the need to recite another Stirah with it.
He replied that if they wanted him to lead the
Salat, he would always do it in this way. If they
did not agree to it they could choose another
imam. As this imam was a learned person, the
people did not replace him but they did
complain to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.
Hudursa called this person and enquired from
him the reason for doing so. He replied that this
Sturah contained the attribute of God, the
Rahman, and he loved to recite it. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa2 told him that his love for
this Sturah would become his means of entry
into heaven.4” Surely the concept of Tauhid has
been beautifully and comprehensively
expressed in Surah Al-Ikhlas.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa held the
Holy Qur’an and its commandments in deep
respect. Once Hadrat ‘Umarra brought a copy of
the Torah and informed Hudursa about it. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa kept quiet. Hadrat
‘Umarra started to read from it. The expression
on Hudursa's face changed. Hadrat Abu Bakrra
drew Hadrat ‘Umar's attention that the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa2 did not like his action.
Hadrat ‘Umarra apologised. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa said, "I take oath in the Name of

59



CHAPTER 3 The Holy Prophet Muhammads2's Love for God and Sensitivity for His Oneness
e

the Being Who controls my life, if Moses
appeared amongst you and you left me and
followed his teachings, you would have gone
astray. If he was alive in my time, he would
certainly have followed me."48

At the time of the conquest of Makkah,
when the verdict of cutting the hand of a
Quraish woman, as punishment for theft, was
passed, the people asked Usamah bin Zaidra,
Hudursa's favourite person to recommend
clemency.The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
ardently told Usamah, "O Usamah, how dare
you recommend against one of the
commandments of God"?49

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
adherence to the commandments of God has
been described by Abu Sa‘id bin Mu‘allara. He
reports that he was offering Salat when the
Holy Prophet Muhammads2 called him. He did
not reply and continued praying. After finishing
Salat he informed him that he was busy
offering Salat and did not respond to his call.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said, "Has not
God commanded you to respond to Allah and
His Messenger when he calls you that he may
give you life"s0

Hudursa's reference was to the verse
twenty five of Sturah Al-Anfal.

Hadrat Abx Bakrra used to recite verses of
the Holy Qur’an in his Tahajjud Salat in a soft
voice and Hadrat ‘Umarra recited them in louder
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tone. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa asked
them the reason for doing so. Hadrat Abu
Bakrra said that he talked to his Lord in a
whisper as He knows his needs. Hadrat Umarra
said that he tried to scare the Satan away and
wanted to wake up the sleeping ones. When
this verse of the Holy Qur’an was revealed, "And
utter not thy prayer aloud, nor utter it too low,
but seek a way between"(17:111), the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa told Hadrat Abu Bakrr to recite a
bit louder and Hadrat ‘Umarra to tone down his
recitation, so that the command of God could
be complied with.5!

Hadrat ‘A’ishahr tells us about the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's sensitivity for the
honour of the commandments of God. Hudursa
would never take revenge for disobedience
shown to his own person but if anybody
disobeyed the command of God Almighty, he
would take action and punished such a
person.>2

During his last illness, one of his wives
mentioned a church in Abysinia which was
called Maria after Hadrat Maryam. Even though
he was in great pain at that time, he could not
stay silent and for sake the of safeguarding
Tauhid, he said, "Woe to the Jews and the
Christian, who made the tombs of their
Prophets places of worship". He was advising
his wives that they should adhere to Tauhid
and should not allow people to prostrate
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themselves at his grave.>3
This was his last endeavour and wish for
the establishment of Tauhid. He wused to
pray,is o6 J&¥ 20"0 Allah, do not make my
grave a place of idolatry".54
It is worth noting how profoundly God
Almighty = honoured the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's sensitivity for the honour of
Tauhid. The tomb of this devotee of Tauhid is
free from the impurity of Shirk and idolatry. It
testifies to the pure adherence to Tauhid by this
worshipper of One God PSETTREUNG
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The hearts of the created beings were
empty of the certainty of faith

The idols had taken the place of the
Truth

Such darkness of ignorance had
enveloped the world

Even after searching hard, Tauhid was
not to be found anywhere

You established it by your advent.

Thou be immensely blessed and peace be
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on thee. Blessing and Salam be on you.
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Chapter 4

A perfect servant of the Almighty
God who discharged his obligations

It was a dark and hushed night in the
desert of Arabia. Silence prevailed all over the
land. The neighbours of the Kabah and the
dwellers of the valley of Bathad’ were lying
senseless after the night's partying and
drinking. At the same time an innocent, pious
and devoted young Arab was busy in worship in
a mountain cave. He was in deep anguish and
was supplicating to his Benevolent Master, the
All-Knowing God. In an emotional plea he was
praying to his God,

"O the True Guide, enlighten this
ignorant nation."

From the prime of his youth this pious
person was not attracted to the worldly
pursuits and the pleasures of the world did not
attract him.

Remembrance of Allah in Solitude

This obedient young man was deeply in
love with the worship of God. He would draw
pleasure from praying in solitude. He detached
himself from the world and derived intense
pleasure from the remembrance of Allah. He
would go to the cave named Hird’, which was
situated a few miles outside Makkah, with his
meager rations. There he would sit in I‘tikaf and
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worship Allah. For months he would be away
from the rapturous life of Makkah. Only when
his rations finished he would come back for
some more foodstuff and then again go back to
meditate and remember Allah.! This pious
natured righteous man won over God's
pleasure.

This young man, the pride of Arabia, the
true guide, chief of the innocent people, was
Hadrat Muhammads2, our Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa whom God granted the robe of
prophethood.

In the prime of his youth, when hopes
and aspirations are at their peak and it is
difficult to control the multitude of emotions,
Muhammadsa would leave the worldly pursuits
and go to Hird’, a deserted mountain cave. In
solitude he would ponder over the universe and
remember Allah.

This detachment from the rapturous and
busy life by this young man and his devotion,
his single mindedness and love of solitude was
an extraordinary phenomenon in those times.
The people of Makkah and his own relatives
were amazed at such Dbehaviour. They
considered him an odd person who was averse
to the attraction of the world and instead of
enjoying his family life and daily routines, he
preferred to spend his time in a desolate waste.

In his youth the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa used to sit for I‘tikaf for one
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month according to the custom of the Arabs,
following the tradition of the religion of
Ibrahimas. When he was of forty years of age,
during his I‘tikaf, in the month of Ramadan the
first revelation was revealed to him.2

After the initial revelation, Gabriel showed
the Holy Prophet Muhammads2 how to perform
ablution, taught him the manner of Salat and
led him in prayer. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa instructed Hadrat Khadijahra the
manner of performing ablution and taught her
Salat in the manner Gabriel had taught him.3

Right at the beginning, Gabriel taught the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa the manner in
which Salat should be offered and by leading
the Salat he showed the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa the method and times of the five
daily prayers.4

The assignment of Prophethood added to
his obligations of worship even more. He was
instructed _c&s6ay5d)5 B iB156 (94:8-9)

Meaning "So when thou art free, strive
hard. And to thy Lord do you turn
seeking Him eagerly."

Hadrat ‘A’ishahra relates that in the
beginning, Salat was of only two Rak‘ts; after
migration to Madinah four Rak‘ats were
prescribed.5

From day one of the commandment of
Salat the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
discharged this obligation, mentioned in the
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He performed the five daily prayers with
such diligence till the last day of his life that
God Himself testified, "My Prayer and my
sacrifice and my life and my death are all for
Allah, the Lord of the worlds.":163)

In the beginning, only Hadrat Khadijahra
and Hadrat ‘Alira had accepted Islam. The Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 started the routine of
congregational prayer with them. Throughout
his life, while travelling or staying, whether
healthy or ill, in war or peace, strain or ease, in
any situation, he never abandoned this
obligation. In the early days of Islam despite the
persecution by the Quraish, he offered Salat.
Sometimes he offered Salat in his home,
sometimes in the valley of a hill but he always
offered "Chasht" Salat (prayer when sun has
risen high) openly in the Ka‘bah.®

After the proclamation of Prophethood,
the non-believers of Makkah would stop him
from worship and persecuted him. One day
these cruel men put a filthy heavy womb of a
she-camel on his back while he was in
prostration.”

One wretched person put a sheet round
his neck and started to squeeze, in order to
suffocate him. Hadrat Abu Bakr pushed the
evil man away and said "Do you want to kill
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this person because he believes that Allah is his
Creator?" The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa never
abstained from worship.8

Diligent Performance of Salat

Salat was such a daily and nightly routine
of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa as if it was a
source of sustenance for his soul. Even though
for the sake of convenience he had given
permission to his Companions, that if food is
served, they should eat first and then go for
Salat. But as regards his ownself, once when he
was eating and Bilal called for Salat, he said
"May Allah do good to him". Meaning that it
would have been better if he had allowed us to
finish our food before calling us for Salat. He
put the food aside and the knife with which the
meat was being carved, and went for Salat.?

Hadrat ‘A’ishahra informs us that as soon
as the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa heard
Bilalra's call for S$alat, he would stand up
promptly and go for Salat.10

Even in illness he did not neglect Salat.
Once he fell off a horse, and received a serious
injury on his right side and could not lead Salat
standing up. He led the Salat while sitting down
and still did not miss congregational prayer.!!

He was particular about the
arrangements for Salat while travelling. It is in
the traditions that only on two occasions a
Companion of his had to lead Salat in his
absence.
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One such occasion was when he went for
reconciliation amongst Bani ‘Amr bin ‘Auf.
According to his instructions, in case of delay,
Hadrat Abu Bakrra started to lead the Salat, at
the request of Hadrat Bilalr. In the meanwhile
Hudursa arrived, Hadrat Abu Bakrra stepped
back and the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa led
the prayer.12

The second occasion was when he lagged
behind the caravan that he was travelling with
and it went ahead without him. Hadrat ‘Abdur
Rahman bin ‘Aufra started to lead Salat in order
to avoid the risk of expiry time for Salat. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa later joined them
and appreciated that the Companions had
offered the Salat on time.13

At the time of the Battle of Banu
Quraizah, while dispatching his Companions to
the enemy castles, Hudursa gave them the
target of offering ‘Asr Salat in the land of Banu
Quraizah. 4 In this way he made advance
arrangements for Salat. He took the precaution
of offering Salat on time even during the
journey.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to
offer Nafal Salat during a journey while riding
and faced the same direction that his mount
was going.1> However he would always stop for
the obligatory Salat and offered Qasr and Jam’a
Salat in congregation.l® When it was raining, at
times, he offered the obligatory prayers while
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riding.17

During one journey while encamping, in
the last part of the night, it was Hadrat Bilalra's
duty to wake others up for Fajr Salat but he fell
asleep and everyone woke up at daybreak. The
Fajr Salat was delayed. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was distressed and did not like to
stay at the place where the Salat had been
missed. He advanced to another place and
offered Salat.18

Even in the exigency of war time, Hudursa
took measures to safeguard the observance of
Salat. Before the Battle of Badr he was weeping
and sobbing in Salat. He pleaded with God for
the safety of the three hundred and thirteen
believers and in fact he had already won the
battle with his supplications in that small tent.

In the battle of Uhud when he had bled
profusely from the wound on his cheek caused
by the chain of his helmet, he was feeling very
weak. The martyrdom of seventy Companions
was an even bigger shock to his nerves. On
hearing Bilalra's call for prayer, he came for
Salat, conforming to his normal routine in
ordinary days. The world saw an amazing scene
of adherence to worship which had never been
seen before.19

During the Battle of Ahzab due to the
persistent attacks by the enemy, the ‘Asr Salat
could not be offered in time, until the sunset.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa who prayed for

71



CHAPTER 4 A perfect servant of the Almighty God who discharged his obligations
|

the guidance of the people of Ta’if, even though
they had drenched him in his own blood,
became extremely restless on missing the Salat
and said, "May God destroy the enemy who
stopped us from offering Salat'. Then he
gathered his Companions and offered the
missed Salat.20

He was so particular about the
congregational prayer that at the time of the
victory of Makkah, he stayed outside Makkah
and at a great distance from Masjid-ul-Haram.
He still regularly came for Salat in Haram. Even
during the battle, in times of danger and fear,
he never missed Salat. He even led half the
prayer with one group of his Companions while
the other group remained busy in fighting with
the enemy. Then the second group joined him
for the other half of the Salat. The message he
conveyed was that even when life itself is in
danger, observance of S$Salat cannot be
neglected. He allowed Muslims to offer Salat by
signs only, while riding or walking.?!

In his last illness, when the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was suffering from a high fever of
typhoid, his only worry was about Salat. He
restlessly enquired again and again, if the time
for Salat had come. When he was told that his
Companions were waiting for Salat, he asked
them to pour water on him in order to lessen
the fever. Even after this he fainted and could
not reach the mosque. When he recovered
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slightly he asked about Salat again and when
told that the people were still waiting, he asked
for water to be poured on him again. This was
done and the fever subsided a little. He tried to
go for Salat for the third time but fainted due to
weakness and could not reach the mosque.22

When the fever subsided a little, despite
the illness and weakness he went to the
mosque with the support of two Companions.
His hands were on their shoulders but his
weakness was such that his feet were dragging
on the ground. Hadrat Abt Bakrra was leading
the Salat. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa sat
on his left side and led the Salat. In this way he
exemplified the obligation of worship of God till
the last moments of his life.23

His last enjoyment in this world was that
of Salat. On Monday, the day he passed away,
at dawn he lifted the curtain of the window and
saw his Companions busy in worship. Seeing
this, his heart was filled with joy and his face lit
up with a smile.24

He had great zeal for Salat. He said, "Salat
is the delight of my heart". The Salat offered
with such sentiments would have been full of
love of God and sentiments of humility. (The
details of this are in a separate chapter titled
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's veneration for
God).

Salat-e-Tahajjud
The Holy  Prophet Muhammadsa's
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obligatory prayers were relatively short, so that
the weak, ill, old people, children and the
travellers were not burdened. The Nafal prayers
offered in solitude had a totally different
quality. He said that a man attains nearness to
God gradually through Nawafil, to such an
extent that God becomes his eyes and his
limbs. Without doubt he attained this status
and demonstrated the example of his love of
God and his ownself totally lost in God.
Tahajjud prayer was the sustenance of his soul.
He said that God had put a deep wish in every
Prophet's heart, "And mine is to worship during
the night."25

In the beginning he used to offer eleven
or thirteen Rak‘4ts (including Witr). In his old
age due to weakness he offered nine Rak‘ats. If
he did not wake up during the night, he used to
offer twelve Rak‘ats during the day as a
recompense. Hadrat Ubayy bin Kabra relates
that when two thirds of the night would pass,
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa would say in a
loud voice, "O people, remember Allah, the
upheaval of Doomsday is neigh. The moment
succeeding it is eminent. Death is approaching
with its burdens."26

His nightly prayers were very long. He
liked to recite relatively long Suarahs. On
enquiry Hadrat ‘A’ishahra described the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's Tahajjud Salat, "Hudursa
did not offer more than eleven Rak‘atsexcept in
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Ramadan. Those Rak‘ts used to be so long and
beautiful that it is difficult for me to describe
them. I do not have words to express the beauty
of his worship."27

Young Companions were eager to watch
Hudursapray. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
cousin and Hadrat Maimtnah's nephew Hadrat
‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbasra relates, "One night I was
staying at Hudursa's house. Hudurs2 woke up in
the middle of the night or just before it. He
washed his face to dispel sleep. He recited the
last ten verses of Strah Al-e-Imran, then he
performed proper ablution with the water from
the water skin and stood up for Nawafil prayer.
I went and stood on his left side but he caught
hold of my ear and made me stand on his right
side. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa offers
thirteen Rak‘ats."28

In this way the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa trained a young man that if only
one person was following the Imam, he should
stand on the right side of the Imam. Hadrat
‘Auf bin Malik Ashja‘rarelates that one night he
had the opportunity to worship with the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa. Hudursa recited Strah
Al-Baqarah first. Whenever he recited a verse
regarding mercy he would pray for mercy and
when reciting a verse referring to punishment,
he would seek Allah's forgiveness. He performed
Ruku‘ as long as Qiyam and praised and
glorified Allah. Then he prostrated for the same
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length of time as Qiyam. In Sajdah he did
Tasbith and prayed. Then he stood up and
recited Al-e-‘Imran and afterwards in every
Rak‘at he recited one Sturah.29

Hadrat Hudhaifah bin Yammanra
(Hudursa's confident) relates that one night in
Ramadan he offered Salat with the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa. When Hudursa started
Salat he recited
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Meaning, "Allah is Great. He has the
authority, His is the Majesty and grandeur and
His is all the greatness." Then he recited the
whole of Stirah Al-Bagarahand performed Ruku‘
which was as long as Qiyam. In between the
two Sajdah’'s he recited ¢ o5 ¢ wsMeaning,
"My Lord forgive me, my Lord forgive me." He
sat the same length of time as the duration of
Sajdah. In other Rak‘éts he recited Sarah Al-e-
‘Imran, An-Nisa’, Al-Ma’idah and Al-An‘am. All
of these are long Surahs.30

Ummul-Mu’'minin Hadrat Saudahra was
very unassuming and of a pious nature. She
decided to offer Salat with the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. One night when it was her turn
for Hudur's stay, she joined him. How long she
was able to continue with Hudur is not known.
During the day, she commented on the length
of Hudur's Salat and said, "O Prophet of Allah,
you were in Ruku‘for such a long time that I felt
I would suffer a nose bleed due to bending for
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such a long time."Hudurs2 (whose Salat every
night was as long as this night's) smiled on
hearing this comment.31

Quite often he would spend the whole
night in worship. Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin
Mas‘ddra says that one night he offered Salat
with Hudursa. He stood for such a long time
that a base idea came to his mind. When asked
about this idea he replied that he wanted to sit
down and leave the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
standing.32

Hadrat Abt Dharrrarelates that one night
Hudursarecited only one verse in Qiyam, Ruku’
and Sajdah, till the dawn. When asked about
this verse, he replied:
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The verse means "If Thou punish them,
they are Thy servants; and if Thou forgive them,
Thou surely art the Mighty, the Wise."33

Holy is Allah, the enemies of God and His
Prophet were sleeping peacefully and God's
beloved prophet was supplicating passionately
for their forgiveness. Hadrat ‘A’ishahra relates
that in the latter part of his life, Hudursa
became slightly plump and used to offer
Tahajjud while sitting down and recited long
Surahs. For the last thirty or forty verses of the
Sturah, he would stand up, recite these verse
and then prostrated.34

Hadrat Umme Salamahra states that
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Hudursa2 used to sleep for a little while, then get
up for Salat, sleep again and wake up again for
Salat. This was his routine for the whole
night.35

Allah's Praise

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's Salat
was full of praise of the Almighty God and His
remembrance. In this respect one of his unique
qualities manifested itself. His name was
Ahmad and he was the true 'Ahmad'. Never
before was the praise and glorification of God
performed in the manner in which Hudursa did.

He started his Nafal Salat with Tasbth and
praise of Allah. He would choose such words
the thought of which, even today, delights the
soul. These songs of praise for God which he
sang in solitude in the cave of Hird’ and in
times of seclusion in Makkah and Madinah;
what he whispered to his Lord with intense
emotions, comprise a long chapter of the
traditions. He would start his Tahajjud with |
kdied. Meaning: "All praise belongs to You."36

When he stood up after Ruku‘, he would
say: "O Allah, so much praise belongs to You
that it would fill the whole earth and the
heavens; and so much praise that after filling
the heaven and the earth it would fill anything
else that You wish. O, Worthy and deserving of
praise and greatness."37

Is there anyone who can surpass this in
praising Allah?
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Humility in Salat

When the members of his family were
asleep, Hudursa would get up quietly and
occupy himself in prayer and worship. Hadrat
‘Aishahra relates that once she woke up during
the night and found him absent. She thought
that Hudursa had gone to some other wife.
Searching for him she found him prostrating.
There was mud on his forehead and he was on
ground prayingeiMayalesscsess.

"O Allah, Holy art Thou with Your
attributes. There is none worthy of worship
except You". Seeing this she felt remorseful at
her presumption that the Prophetsa of God was
in another world while she was entertaining
doubts in her mind.38

At night when everyone would be asleep,
Hudursa would quietly leave and go to a desolate
graveyard and engage in supplication. Once out
of curiosity Hadrat ‘A’ishahra followed him; he
was standing in Jannatul Baqi‘ and was busy
offering endearments to his Lord. He said to
Hadrat ‘A’ishahra, "Why did you think that I am
being cruel to you (meaning going to another
wife)" and then he said, "Gabriel encouraged me
to come and pray for forgiveness for the people
buried in Jannatul Baqi‘ I thought you were
asleep so I did not wake you up."39

There is another narration by Hadrat
‘A’ishahra in which she tells us that once during
Hudursa's turn at her place, he went outside. "I
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saw him like a cloth on the ground. He was
praying.
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"O Allah, my body and soul are
prostrating for You. My heart believes in
You. O my Lord both my hands are out
stretched before You and whatever
injustice I have committed with them is
well known to You. O the Greatest, to
whom we aspire for great things, You
forgive my huge sins." He informed
Hadrat ‘A’ishahra, "Gabriel had told me to
recite these words. You should also
recite them in your prostrations and
whoever will recite these words in
Sajdah, will be forgiven before he raises
his head."

Love of Worship

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa loved
worship of his Lord more than anything else.
Every ninth day he would get his turn to be
with his beloved wife Hadrat ‘A’ishahra. Once on
a cold winter's night, after entering her bed, he
asked her permission to spend the night in
worship. She allowed him readily and he spent
the whole night crying before his Lord and the
place of his Sajdah became wet with his tears.4!

His prayers were so full of pathos that

0
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when praying, he sounded like a boiling
pot. 42 While praising the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's worship Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin
Rawahahra truly said in a poem:
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Meaning: "The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
spent his nights in prayers away from his bed,
while the non-believers found it hard to rise
from their beds due to slumber".43

Worship during Ramadan

Worship and prayers were his daily
routine but during Ramadan it would increase
manifold. Especially in the last ten days, while
in I‘tikaf he would pray a great deal. Hadrat
‘Aishahra relates that when the last ten days of
Ramadan commenced, he would gear himself
up and stay awake during the nights. He would
engage himself in worship and woke up his
family members as well. He used to sit for
I'tikaf during these days.+4

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to
sit in the House of God most of the time and
remember Allah and worship Him. Hadrat
Anasra related that once the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was not feeling well and the
Companions drew his attention to the effect of
illness on his face. He replied that despite the
weakness, he recited long Surahs in his
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Tahajjud Salat.45

The Companions while mentioning the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's worship related
that he used to offer such long Salat and such
long Qiyam that his feet would swell. People
requested him not to put himself to such
hardship, as God had declared his innocence
and piety and had forgiven him. He replied, "O
‘Aishah, should I not be a grateful person and
offer prayers for this beneficence of God."46

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa did not
like the ease which hindered the worship. Once
Hadrat Hafsahra prepared his bed by folding his
bed sheet into four layers. In the morning he
said to her, "Whatever you had spread on the
bed last night, spread it in a single fold as it
has stopped me from Salat."+7

The recitation of the Quran and
remembrance of Allah is also a form of worship.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa had a great zeal
for the recitation of the Holy Book. Daily, he
would recite a fixed number of Surahs at night.
When he woke up in the latter part of the night,
those verses were on his tongue (usually he
recited the last Ruki‘of Strah Al-e-‘Imran). At
night he would recite the Qur’an slowly with
love and enthusiasm. Hadrat ‘A’ishahra relates,
he used to stand up for the whole night. He
recited Surah Al-Bagarah, Al-e-‘Imran and
Sturah An-Nisa’. While reciting verses referring
to the punishment, he sought refuge in Allah
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and while reciting verses relating to mercy, he
would pray for it.48

(More details of this are found wunder the
heading: Love for Qur’an and Praise of Allah
and Thankfulness to Him.)

Fasting as a worship

Fasting is the tradition of Prophets. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to make
special arrangements for fasting. Before his
prophethood, Hudursaused to fast on the tenth
day of Muharram according to Arab custom.
After his being commissioned to prophethood,
he continued to keep this fast. He kept this fast
in Madinah as well till the instructions of
fasting in Ramadan were revealed. Besides fasts
in Ramadan, he used to fast for most of the
month of Sha’ban.49 In the other months of the
year, he would start fasting and continue, as if
he would never stop. Then he would leave off
fasting and it seemed he would never fast
again.50

He never abandoned fasting on the
thirteenth, fourteenth and fifteenth of the lunar
month.5!

He quite often fasted in the first half of
every month and usually fasted for three days.
Generally it would be the first Monday of the
month and the following two Thursdays of the
month.52

He used to say that on Mondays and
Thursdays the deeds of a person are presented
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to God Almighty and he liked to be in a state of
fast at that time.53

He used to fast on the ninth day of lunar
month of Dhil Hijjah.54

Generally, he would come home and
enquire if there was anything to eat. If there
was nothing in the house, he would say, "Ok let
us fast today."55

Sometimes he would keep the fast of
Saum-e-Wasal, meaning fasting continually for
few days and not eating anything in those days.
He forbade his Companions from it, saying,
"God Himself nourishes me."56

Another important worship of Ramadan is
I'tikaf. Before the commissioning of
prophethood he loved the solitude of the cave of
Hira’ and remembrance of Allah. Afterwards he
used to sit for I'tikaf in Ramadan.He would sit
for I‘tikaf during the middle ten days and the
last ten days of the month of fasting.57

During this time he would pray a great
deal. Hadrat ‘A’ishahra relates that he would
summon his strength and made his nights alive
with worship. He would wake up his family
members for worship. The effort that he put in
worship during these days was not seen at
other times.58

The pinnacle of his worship was seen at
Hajj. He not only sacrificed animals in the way
of Allah, but would also cover himself with two
sheets like a shroud and headed he would
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circuit the Kabah, the House of God, like a
passionate devotee. This was the time when his
soul as well as his body would be circuiting the
Ka‘bah. This was the pinnacle of his worship,
even though his whole life was spent in
worshiping Allah.
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Chapter 5

The Holy Prophet Muhammads<+'s
Fear of Allah and Veneration for
Him

The Holy Qur’an informs us of the Creator
of the universe and the Omnipotent Being who
is the Sovereign, the Independent, the Mighty,
the Most Supreme and the Exalted. Human
beings are His humble creation and dependant
on Him for everything at all times. God created
him..;,& (<27 Meaning; "We have created man in
the best of creative plans." The purpose of this
creation was His Servitude. Without God's
support and blessings the man cannot survive.
Rather he goes astray from the righteous path
and starts to follow Satan and falls down
into gl jzuf, the deepest pit of disgrace. This
fear is enough to perturb a sagacious person.
Firm belief in God dispels this fear and hope
emerges in the heart. For this very reason a
faith which is half way between fear and hope is
truly praiseworthy. There is no alternative for
man but to adhere firmly to his Creator and
bow on His threshold. Real Taqwa' is living life
in fear of Allah and in avoiding His displeasure.
This is the way to salvation for man.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said "The
fire would not touch two eyes, one which sheds
tears in fear of God and the other which stays
awake guarding, in the way of Allah."!
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Real fear, is that a man only dreads from
Allah.2w 2y and Tauhid is one and the same
thing. Once the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said
that none of you should consider himself
insignificant. The Companions asked for its
explanation. He said; "If someone feels that
there is some defect or fault in a religious
matter and still keeps quiet about it, God will
enquire from him on the Day of Judgment as to
why did he not express his views. He would
reply that he was afraid of the people. God
would tell him that man should fear Him rather
than the people.2

In order to inspire the fear of God in his
Companions, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa2
narrated a story. A person made a will at the
time of death, that firewood should be gathered
and his body burnt to ashes. He instructed his
family to disperse his ashes in the sea.

The family executed his wish. God
gathered these ashes and asked him as to why
he made such a will. He replied that he was
afraid of his Creator and did this out of fear of
Him. Hearing this explanation God forgave
him.3

Most God Fearing Man

Our Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was the
best of the believers and he excelled others in
the fear of God. He was always apprehensive
and fearful of God's displeasure. Although the
first revelation was a great spiritual award for
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him, but it was a state of fear as well. This is
why he told Hadrat Khadijahre,. i J ¢2:238.4"] am
in fear of my life. This was his sense of
responsibility as well as his fear of God.

Once some of the Companions vowed to
detach themselves from the world and not
marry. They decided to spend the nights in
worship and fast continually. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa forbade them from doing this and
advised them to follow his example. He told
them that he had married, slept at night,
worshiped at night, fasted on some days and on
some days he did not fast. They replied, "O
Messenger of Allah, you are different from us.
We are weak and sinful. We need to do more
good deeds." The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
told them in a majestic manneriy 2Skls 2 2
6.5 Meaning, "I am the most God fearing and
enlightened person amongst you." Inferring that
he needed to do more good deeds than anyone
else and they needed to follow his example for
their salvation. In reality he was the most God
fearing person.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa would
quite often include this prayer in his
supplicationéus, J 18 euf il dizg. "O the Rotator
of the hearts, make my heart firm and
steadfast on faith". The Companions asked, "O
Messenger of Allah, you too pray in this way?"
You are Allah's Prophet (and a guide for us)".
He replied, "Yes, the heart is in between the
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two fingers of the Gracious God. He can turn it
whenever He wishes to do so0."®
Hudursa's fear of God was to such a high
degree that he made it very clear to his family
and relatives that only their good deeds would
benefit them. He himself or any relationship
with him would not be of any advantage.” He
said that if it was not for God's beneficence and
mercy, he could not say anything categorically
even about his own forgiveness.?® In view of
God's attribute, ‘Independent’, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was always apprehensive about
the acceptability of his good deeds. According to
the Holy Qur’an'
u»-\lb-\_)}m LIS I ¥ Z)i-d‘ B}
—oBAEY san 22 C)J-Ub“_)}-s” 25 b
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"Verily, those who, out of fear of their
Lord always stand guard against sins.
And those who believe in the signs of
their Lord. And those who ascribe not
partners to their Lord. And those who
give what they give while their hearts are
full of fear because to their Lord they will
return.”
Hadrat ‘A’ishahra enquired about this
verse and asked the Holy Prophet

Muhammadsa. "Are these the people who drink
alcohol, steal, commit similar sins and then

90



Muhammads? The Perfect Man

fear God?" The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, who
was the living example of the instructions of the
Qur’an(and no-one could explain the depth of
the meanings of these verses better than him)
explained beautifully, "O the Daughter of
Siddiq, these are the people who fast, offer
Salat, give alms but still fear God lest these
good deeds are unacceptable and are rejected
by Him. These are the people who try to
surpass others in doing good deeds."9

Hadrat ‘A’ishahr relates that once on
thinking about hell she started to cry. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa asked her as to why she
was crying? She said that the thought of hell
fire had made her cry. At that moment she
remembered the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
intercession and asked him if he would
remember his family at the time of reckoning.
Hudursa replied, "No-one would remember
another person at three places. The first at the
time of reckoning until one is sure that his good
deeds are lighter or weightier? The second at
the time when a person's account of deeds is
handed back into his right hand, left hand or
from behind. The third is at 'Pul Sirat the
extremely narrow bridge, which would be in
front of hell but would lead to paradise."10

Fear of Allah's displeasure and His
punishment

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was
always apprehensive of the Gracious and

91



CHAPTER § The Holy Prophet Muhammads?'s Fear of Allah and Veneration for Him
I —

Benevolent God's displeasure. Once he fell ill
and could not get up for Tahajjud for two or
three nights. Hadrat Khadijahr said, "O
Messenger of Allah, there has been a delay in
your friend Gabriel's visit. "Hudursa was
naturally worried about it too. At that time
Surah Ad-Duha (93:4) was revealed 8 s &5 i,
meaning: "Thy Lord has not forsaken thee, nor
is He displeased with thee".11

Hadrat ‘A’ishahra relates that on seeing
the signs of a dust storm or clouds, the
expression on his face would change. She asked
him, "O Messenger of Allah, people are happy to
see clouds as they bring rain, but I see you
become worried". He replied, "O ‘A’ishah, a
punishment might be hidden in this storm, like
the one which destroyed a previous nation.
There was a nation called ‘Ad, who on seeing
the clouds said, that they were only the clouds,
it would rain and the clouds would disperse.
But this cloud rained as a grievous punishment
on them."12

The Strah containing the description of
punishment for the past people, weighed
heavily on the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
heart. Once Abu Bakrra remarked that the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's hair were turning grey.
He replied, "Yes, Sturah Hud, Sturah Al-Wagqgi‘ah,
Strah Al-Mursalat, Sturah An-Naba’ and Surah
At-Takwir made me old." 13 Once the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa went to visit a young
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man who was in the throes of death. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa asked him how he was?
He replied, "I take oath in the name of Allah, O
Messenger of Allah, I hope for the best from
Allah and at the same time I am afraid because
of my sins." The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa2
said, "If these two sentiments of hope and fear
are present in a believer at the last moments of
life, then God will bestow upon him whatever
he had wished for and would transform his fear
into peace."!4

Abiding by Allah's commandments

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's fear of
God was apparent in his actions which he
carried out diligently. His example in this
respect was unique. When Surah An-Nasr was
revealed that hordes of people would join Islam
and the believers were commanded to praise
and glorify Allah, Hadrat ‘A’ishahr states that
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa2 used to recite
these words without fail in every Salat gy Gtz
axsb £ élzss6s. "O Allah, Holy art thou with your
attributes, O Allah forgive me".15

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsaused to
take care of the minutest aspects of Taqwa in
carrying out the commands of Allah. Hadrat
Nu‘man bin Bashirr relates that he heard from
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, "The lawful and
the unlawful things are clear and there are
some grey areas in between, which are not
known to most of the general people. A person
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who avoids these doubtful things, has saved his
faith and honour. The person who indulges in
these doubtful things, is like a shepherd who
grazes his sheep at the periphery of a "Rakh" (a
prohibited meadow) and the danger is that his
sheep might wander in the prohibited area.
Every King reserves his land and God's reserved
land is the unlawful things in His earth. Take
heed that there is one organ of the body, if it is
healthy the whole body is healthy, and if it is
diseased the whole body suffers, and this organ
is the heart."16

There are some notable examples of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's meticulous care
which he observed in following the path of
Allah. Hadrat ‘Ugbah bin Harithra relates that
he married the daughter of Abu Ihab. One
woman disclosed that she had suckled him and
suckled his wife as well. Hadrat Ugbah bin
Harithra said that she had neither done so and
nor had told him about it. ‘Ugbahra came to
Madinah to enquire from the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. Hudursa replied that as this thing
had been mentioned now, it had created a
doubt. How could they stay married? Hudursa
annulled the marriage and ‘Ugbahra married
someone else.17

Hadrat Abu Qatadahra relates that he
accompanied the Holy Prophet Muhammadsafor
the journey to Hudaibiyah. Hudursa and some of
the Companions were wearing Ihram but he was
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not wearing it. During the journey he saw a
wild ass and hunted it down. He told the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa that as he was not
wearing [hram so he had hunted this ass for his
sake. As it is not allowed for a person wearing
Ihram to hunt for himself or for anyone else who
was in the state of Ihram. Hudurs2 did not like
his statement that he had hunted it for him. So
he himself did not eat it but allowed his
Companions to eat it.18

Respect and Esteem for Allah's name

Once a Jewish scholar objected to
Muslims taking an oath "in the name of Ka‘bah"
as it was shirk. Although the Muslims never
entertained any concept of shirk with regard to
Ka‘bah, even then the Holy Prophet
Muhammads? instructed "Muslims to take oath
if necessary, in the name of the Lord of the
Ka‘bah".19

Hadrat Ibne ‘Abbasra narrates that once a
companion said to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsas.z:s 4y £ ¢ "Whatever God wishes
and whatever he (Holy Prophet Muhammads?)
wishes would happen". The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa said that by uttering these words
he had made him equal to God. He advised him
to say u"God willing" as this is perfect
Tauhid.20

The mere mention of Allah's name in a
transaction made the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa apprehensive. Umaimah binte
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Sharahil was the honourable lady of Banu
Aljun tribe. She was sent to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa with a view to marry him.
Hudursa did intend to marry her. (A maid or
someone else had suggested to this lady to
impress the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa from
day one). The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa had a
tent erected for her in the orchard. When he
went to see her, he asked her to render herself
as a gift to him. She replied "Does a princess
ever render herself as a gift to an ordinary
man? "Hudursain order to pacify her tried to put
his hand on her head. She said, "I seek refuge
in Allah from you". Hudursareplied, "You have
sought refuge in the Magnificent Being". He
freed her by giving her a divorce and sent her
back to her tribe with gifts and money.2!

Subtle Pathways to Taqwa

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa had fear
of God at all times. He said, "Sometimes I find a
date lying around, I pick it up and am just
about to eat it but then I think it may be alms,
and I put it down".22

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa brought
his children up in the same way and instilled
the fear of Allah in their hearts right from
childhood. Once Hadrat Imam Hasan™ or
Husainr2 saw a heap of dates in the house. One
of them put one date in his mouth. These dates
had been given as alms. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa saw him, put his finger in his
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mouth and took the date out. He said "We are
the offspring of the Prophetsa, we do not eat
food given in Sadga (Alms)".23

Once after Salat the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa rushed home through the rows of
his Companions. He returned a little while later
and had a piece of gold in his hand. He told his
Companions that he had received some gold.
Most of it had already been distributed amongst
the poor and only this piece remained. During
Salat he remembered it and brought it back
quickly lest any property belonging to the
people should be left in his house. What a
unique example of the purity of his soul and
fear of Allah.24

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was
mindful at all times of Allah's greatness and His
being Independent. He said that sometimes
while sitting in a group of people he offered
Istighfar seventy times and sought forgiveness
of God.25

In the Holy Qur’an while mentioning the
incidents of acceptance of prayers of the
Prophets, God Almighty has recounted one
common feature of these supplicators. That is:
"They called on Us in hope and in fear and they
humbled themselves before Us."e1:01) This
quality was found in greatest measure in the
prayers of Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.

Sobbing and crying in Prayers
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was quite
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often seen crying during prayers. At the time of
the Battle of Badr when he faced an army of
one thousand armed warriors with his unarmed
three hundred and thirteen Companions, he
was crying and supplicating to God in his tent.
Although God had promised him victory, but in
view of God's attribute Ghani (the Independent
One), he was prostrating and sobbing. His body
was trembling and because of these quivers, his
covering kept falling off his shoulders. He was
imploring God that if that small community of
believers were destroyed on that day, who
would be left to worship Him.26

At Hajjat-ul-Wida’, the poignant and heart
rendering prayer he offered was a masterpiece
of expression of his fear of God. He prayed to
his Lord. "O Allah, You Ilisten to my
supplications and You know my condition. You
are well aware of my hidden thoughts and
visible actions. None of my affairs is at all
hidden from You. I am a destitute beggar and a
needy person seeking Your shelter. I am
shaking and trembling and confess my sins at
Your door. I beg of You like a helpless person. I
supplicate like an abject sinner. I pray to You
like a blind beggar terrified of stumbling, whose
neck is bowing in obedience and his tears are
flowing in Your presence. My body is
prostrating in abject humility and my nose is in
dust.

"O Allah! Do not render me an
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unfortunate one by rejecting my prayers.
Be Kind and Merciful to me. O the One!
Who is the Best Listener and the
Greatest Giver."27

The Holy Qur’an praises those believers
who pray with humility and anguish in their
hearts. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
prayers were the best examples of this quality.
He used to pray in Ruka‘in the words;

"O Allah, I have bowed for Your sake and
have believed in You. I am obedient to
You and trust in You. You are my
Sustainer. My ears, eyes, flesh, bones,
nerves and my head are bowing in
submission to the One Who sustains all
the universe."

This poignancy was found in the prayers
which he offered in solitude. The Companions
tell that he used to sob and the tumult in his
bosom could be heard. It seemed as if a pot was
boiling.28

Hadrat ‘A’ishahra relates that one night
she found him missing from the bed. She
searched for him and found him in the mosque.
In the darkness her hand touched the soles of
his foot. His feet were digging in the ground and
he was supplicating;

"O Allah, I seek refuge in Your pleasure
from Your displeasure. I seek shelter in
your forgiveness from Your punishment.
I supplicate for Your protection only. I

99



CHAPTER § The Holy Prophet Muhammads?'s Fear of Allah and Veneration for Him
I —

cannot enumerate Your attributes. You
are exactly like how You define
Yourself."29

Hadrat Muttarifra relates from his father
that he saw the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
offering Salat. Due to his crying and sobbing it
sounded as if a grindstone was in motion and a
sound like a boiling pot could be heard from his
chest.30

Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umarr relates the
beautiful scene of the last pilgrimage performed
by the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. Hudursa
turned to Hajre Aswad, put his lips on it and
cried for a long time. His attention suddenly
turned to Hadrat ‘Umarra who was standing by
his side and was weeping. Hudursa said ‘O
‘Umar this is the place where a great deal of
tears are shed (out of love of Allah).31

Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umarra once asked
Hadrat ‘A’ishahra to tell him some lovely and
beautiful incident of Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. Hadrat ‘A’ishahra replied, "His
every action was lovely. Once it was my turn for
Hudursa's stay. He came and got into the bed,
his body was touching my body. He then said
‘O ‘A’ishahra, would you allow me to spend my
night in worshiping Allah? I told him that his
wish was dear to me. He got up, did ablution
with water from the water skin, stood for Salat
and started to recite the Holy Qur’an. He then
started to cry. The tears wet his clothes. He
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propped himself on the right side, put his right
hand under his right cheek and paused for a
while. He started to cry again, so much so that
the ground became wet with his tears. At dawn
Hadrat Bilalra came to call him for Salat and
found him weeping. Hadrat Bilala said, "O
Messenger of God, as God has forgiven you,
then why do you cry? "Hudursa replied, "Should
I not be grateful to Allah?"

He then said, "The reason for my crying is
that tonight these verses were revealedss 4 2
S@his gl oiis e wian.He recited the last ten
verses of Surah Al-e-‘Imran and said, "Woe to
the person who recites these verses and does
not reflect on them."32

During the period of his prophethood, a
solar eclipse occurred. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa stood up to offer the solar eclipse
Salat (Salat-e-Kustuf). He performed very long
Ruku's and Sajdahs. He was crying so much
that it became like a hiccup. He was praying,
"O my Lord, have You not promised to me that
You will not punish the people as long as I am
in them? Have You not promised that as long
as they do Istighfar, You will not send down
punishment, so we do Istighfar (You forgive
us).33

The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 continued
to pray until the eclipse finished. Even with
such humility, his fear of Allah was such that
he used to pray for increase in Tagqwa and fear

101



CHAPTER § The Holy Prophet Muhammads?'s Fear of Allah and Veneration for Him
e

of God. He would say, "O Allah bestow Your fear
and Taqwa on me and purify my soul. Who else
is there who can purify it more than You. You
are its Friend and Guardian".34

Sometimes he would pray, "O Allah
bestow such fear upon us which serves as a
barrier between us and Your disobedience."35

Recitation of the Holy Qur’an and Fear of
God

God Almighty says that when the verses
of Gracious God are recited for the learned
people, they fall down on their faces weeping
and it increases humility in them.7:110)

At another place the Holy Qur’an says
that on listening to the recitation "Verses do
creep the skins of those who fear their
Lord".(39:24)

Who else can be a better example of this
than our Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. He was
the most God fearing. This was his condition on
hearing or reciting the Holy Qur’an. His eyes
would brim with tears and he would start to
shed tears. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
asked Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘dr to recite
the Holy Qur’an for him. When he reached this
verse

(4:42) <) X262

Meaning; "And how will it fare with them

when We shall bring a witness from every

102



Muhammads? The Perfect Man

people and shall bring thee as a witness against
these. "Hudursa could not restrain himself, a
stream of tears started from his eyes. With a
sign of his hand, he told him to stop.36

Hadrat Abt Hurairahra relates that when
the last verse of Strah An-Najm was revealed:

V5 el — o cadl b S

(53:60,61)_\1)‘;&5

Meaning "Do you then wonder at this
announcement? And do you laugh and weep
not?"

The Companions who lived on the
platform outside the Prophet's Mosque called
Ashab-e-Suffah, wept a great deal, so much so
that their cheeks would become wet with tears.
When the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa heard
their sobbing, he cried with them. Hadrat Abu
Hurairahra says that seeing Hudursa cry they
cried even more. Hudursa then said, "Whosoever
cried in fear of Allah, would not enter the fire".37

Hadrat Abt Hurairahra relates that during
a journey he had a chance to spend the night
with the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. Hudursa
started with "Bismillah" and began to cry and
fell down due to the intensity of weeping. He
then recited "Bismillah" twenty times and every
time he would fall down crying. He said to
Hadrat Abt Hurairahra,"A person on whom the
Gracious and Merciful God does not bestow
mercy, is indeed very unfortunate."38

Sometimes he would supplicate and weep,
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in the words, "O Allah give me the eyes which
shed tears in fear of You and thus calm my
heart, before the tears become blood and stones
turn to embers."39

In short it were the mighty heart rending
cries and prayers of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa who had lost himself in God,
which shook God's throne and brought about
such a revolution in Arabia never witnessed
before, the like of which had not been seen by
any eye or heard by any ear.
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Chapter 6

Holy Prophet Muhammads®'s
Remembrance of Allah, glorifying
Him and Being grateful To Him

It is a fact that we always remember the
person whom we love. The first and the last love
of our Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was God
Himself. In the prime of his youth, he would
leave the worldly pursuits and go into the cave
of Hird’ to remember God. All his pleasures
were in Him and the people of Makkah seeing
this, used to say that Muhammad was in love
with his Lord.

The reality is that he was lost in God to
such an extent, that his own self did not exist
anymore, only love of God remained. Hadrat
‘Aishahra  relates that the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa remembered Allah at each and
every moment.!

Holy Prophet Muhammad®**'s Zeal for
Allah's Remembrance

He remembered Allah during the day and
the night, in solitude and in company, while
asleep or awake, he never forgot Him even for a
moment. He said, "While sitting in a gathering,
I do Istighfar more than seventy times."2

The Sufi proverb of "hands busy in work
and heart busy in remembering the beloved", is
only applicable to the time when a person is
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awake. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's state
was higher than this. Even in sleep his heart
would remember Allah. He used to say that
when his eyes were asleep, his heart did not
sleep.3

It is as if remembrance of Allah was the
sustenance for his heart. As the body depends
on breathing and the circulation of blood, his
soul depended on the remembrance of Allah for
sustenance. Only a few moments of his day
were free from it. In view of God's greatness and
respect for Him, he used to refrain from it when
answering the call of nature. That is why he
would say cuizéE, "O Allah I seek forgiveness",
after coming out of the lavatory.4

The secret of this prayer is that he had
stopped remembering Allah during this time
and sought His forgiveness for this lapse.

Human life wutterly depends on the
Creator's blessings and the capabilities given by
Him. Life is entirely dependent on Him. Without
being solicited, a limitless succession of His
favours encompasses mankind. This is the
Gracious God and through His attribute of the
‘Merciful’, the human beings achieve endless
rewards for their efforts. They are surrounded
by His beneficence to such an extent that this
Qur’anic verse becomes necessary (14:35"'And if
you try to count the favours of Allah, you will
not be able to number them." In the Holy
Qur’an, wherever the human beings have been
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mentioned by God with regret, are the ones who
are not grateful, while the grateful ones have
been praised.

Gratefulness for the Favours

In praise of prophet Nuhas (Noah), God
says in the Holy Qur’an that he was indeed a
grateful servant.u74 In respect of Hadrat
Ibrahimas, God says that he was grateful for His
favours.@7:122) God commanded the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa to worship Him and be among
the thankful ones.@39:67)

God has promised to grant more blessings
to His grateful servants. Our Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa received an abundant share of
blessings by being grateful to God. God says,
"And great is Allah's grace on you".@4:114)

The summit of Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's remembrance of Allah was
Salat, which was the delight of his eyes and
comfort of his heart.>

The ordinary person's heart is not always
attentive in Salat, rather his thoughts wander
about. But our Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
heart while praying was totally engrossed in
Salat. Even with this diligence, he would be
praying to God, "O Allah! Make me one who
remembers You and is grateful to You".®

Thankfulness is indeed a beautiful
expression of love and remembrance of Allah.
The best form of this expression is praise and
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glorification of God.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's Salat
was the embodiment of thankfulness to God. It
started with, "All praise belongs to Allah," in the
middle was .1s 544 fs=more praise for Allah, and
its latter part,j.; Lediwas the comprehensive
praise for Allah. His Ruka‘ and Sajdah were full
of praise for Allah, when he would proclaim, "O
Allah! Holy are You with all Your attributes".”

On standing up this praise would be like
a surging sea. He would say, "O Allah! All
praise belongs to You." In his endeavour to offer
more praise he would say, "So much praise that
it would fill the heavens and the earth and
everything else that You wish would fill with
this praise (meaning Your praise is limitless).
"O the Being, worthy of Greatness and Praise,
however much praise we offer You, You are
worthy of it and we all are Your servants."8

Besides the obligatory prayers, his Nafal
prayers had such fervour for thankfulness that
he would spend the whole of the night in
prayer. His feet would swell due to standing up
for such a long time. Hadrat ‘A’ishahra said to
him, "Why do you strive so hard?" His beautiful
reply wasis;se 12z 87 Y. "Should I not be an
extremely grateful servant of God?"?

After his Salat which was full of love of
Allah, he would still prayc:as &S5 2185 ¥ ol ot
cuse"O Allah! bestow upon me the capacity to
remember You, be grateful to You and offer

109



CHAPTER 6 Holy Prophet Muhammads's Remembrance of Allah, glorifying Him and Being
grateful To Him

exquisite worship."10

Every moment of his life bears testimony
of the acceptance of this prayer. At night after
resting for a short while, he would get up and
the first words on his tongue, were of praise
and gratitude. He would affirm that all praise
belongs to Him alone, who gave life after sleep,
which is a kind of death and to Him is the
return.!!

Even after a meager meal, spontaneous
expressions of gratitude would surge in his
heart. He used to say, "God is happy and
pleased with a person who eats a morsel and
thanks God, drinks water and praises Allah for
it". After finishing the meal, he would pray, "All
praise belongs to Allah, Who fed us, gave us
water to drink and made us His obedient
servants.12

God granted him such capacity of being
grateful that he would thank God for it.
Remembrance of Allah was an inseparable part
of his being.

After the call of nature, he would thank
God,

"All praise belongs to Allah, Who
removed the harmful things from me,
gave me health and retained the
beneficial elements in my body."!3
At night on going to bed, he would offer
gratitude for the favours received during the
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day in the words, "All praise belongs to Allah,
who Dblessed me with His favours and
benevolence, He bestowed a great deal upon
me. Praise and glorification is due to Him in all
situations.14

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said, "A
person who says in the morning, ‘O Allah! every
good thing that I have at this moment is solely
from You and there is no partner for You’, has
discharged his gratitude for the day and if says
he these words at dusk, he discharges his
gratitude for the night."15

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa would
offer thanks on wearing new clothes.16

In summer when it rained after a long
interval, his head would bow in gratitude. He
would remove his headgear and let the rain fall
on his head and said, "This is the most recent
bounty from God."!7

When his prayers were accepted or a good
task was accomplished, he would not boast
about it, instead he would praise Allah and say,
"All praise belongs to Allah, Whose greatness
and majesty accomplishes all good ventures."18

Once the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa went
to see his Jewish servant, who was ill. Realizing
that he was near death, Hudursa asked him to
recite the Kalimah, when he recited it,
spontaneous praise of Allah broke out from the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's tongue, "All praise
belongs to Allah, who saved a soul from the
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fire."19

Prostrations of gratitude

On receiving good news the Holy Prophet
Muhammadwould immediately prostrate and
offer Sajdah of gratitude.20

Hadrat Sa‘d bin Abi Waqqgas™ relates that
we were returning to Madinah from Makkah.
When we reached a place ‘Azwara’, Hudursa
dismounted, he raised his hands and prayed for
a while, then went into prostration. He stayed
in prostration for a very long time. He then
stood up, raised his hands in prayer and went
into prostration again. He did this three times
and than told us, "I prayed for my Ummah. God
gave me permission to intercede on behalf of
one third of my Ummah. I prostrated in
gratitude. When I prayed again, God granted
me permission of intercession for another third
of my Ummah. I prostrated in gratitude. Then I
raised my head and prayed again and God gave
me permission for intercession on behalf of the
remaining third of my Ummah and I prostrated
to offer gratitude."2!

Hadrat ‘Abdur Rahman bin ‘Aufra relates,
"The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa came into the
mosque and facing Ka‘bah performed Sajdah.
He remained in Sajdah for such a long time
that we became worried in case God had taken
possession of his soul. I went near him, he got
up and enquired as to who was there? I told
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him my name. Hudurs2 asked me as to what the
matter was. I told him, ‘O Messenger of Allah,
you were in Sajdah for such a long time that we
feared lest God had taken possession of your
soul.” The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa replied,
"Gabriel came to me and conveyed me the glad
tidings of God's decree that whosoever will
invoke blessings and peace on me, God will
bestow peace upon him. On hearing this I
offered Sajdah of thanks to God".22
At the time of his greatest success, victory

over Makkah, he was sitting on his she-camel
with his head bowed so low that it was touching
the saddle. He was bowing in gratitude and
praying

"O Allah! Holy are You with all the praise

and attributes, O Allah, forgive my sins.

O Allah forgive me."23

New ways of expressing gratitude.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was
always in search of new ways of offering
gratitude. He not only offered thanks for the
favours, blessings and success, he was also
grateful for being safe from vicissitudes of the
fortune and safety from trials. He would feel the
pain for the afflicted ones and was at the same
time thankful to God for being free from such
an affliction. He would pray, "Praise belongs to
the Allah Who saved us from this affliction,
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bestowed health upon us and made us better
than most of His creation."24

Ummul-Mu’'minin Hadrat Juwairiyahra
relates one of the novel ways in which the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 praised the Lord. She
quotes, Once he passed nearby while I was
offering prayer. On his return the sun was quite
high in the sky and I was still engaged in
remembrance of Allah. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa said, Since I have passed by you,
I have recited four phrases three times each
and these words carry a higher reward than
your citations. He told me the words.
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"Holy is Allah as much as number of His
creations, Holy is Allah, to the extent, He
likes for Himself, Holy is Allah, as much
as the weight of His throne (which is
limitless). Holy is Allah, as much as the
ink of His words."25

In one of his supplications, the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa prayed to his Lord, "Your
light is perfect, You have guided us. All praise
belongs to You. Your forbearance is immense.
You bestow pardon. So perfect praise belongs to
You alone. You are generous, You have
bestowed everything, so the perfect praise befits
You only. O our Lord! Your countenance is the

114



Muhammads? The Perfect Man

most honourable, Your dignity the most high.
The good things that You bestow are the best
and the most pleasant. O our Lord! When
obeisance is made to You, You appreciate it.
Even If disobedience is shown to You, Your
generosity does not decline. You listen to the
supplications of the helpless and wretched and
remove their affliction. You bestow healing on
the ailing. You forgive sins and accept
repentance. There is no one who can pay You
back for the favours. No eulogist has the
capacity to praise You to the full extent."26

God was very pleased with these songs of
praise and adoration and decreed that on the
Day of Judgment when everyone would be
worried about himself alone and searching for
shelter, theHoly Prophet Muhammadsa would be
raised to ‘Maqgam-e-Mahmud’ (Praiseworthy
station). He would be given this status as he
praised Allah the most.27

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's name
'Ahmad' would be glorified and he would be
taught new ways of praise and tutored in new
words for Allah's praise. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa would prostrate and praise Allah
and in response Allah would say, "O
Muhammad, whatever you ask today, shall be
given to you". Then he would intercede for his
Ummah. This would be the greatest blessing
given to him.28
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Eagerness for praising Allah.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was
always eager to praise Allah. Despite his own
great capacity and ideal manner, if he heard
anyone praising Allah, he would envy that
person.29

When he heard a verse composed by
polytheist poet Umayyah bin As-Salt in praise
of Allah, his heart throbbed with emotions and
he said, "The verse by Umayyah is full of faith
but he himself was not fortunate enough to
become a believer", the verse is:
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"O our Lord! All praise belongs to You.
All the bounties and favours are from
You alone. There is nothing greater than
You in praise or honour."30

Labid was a famous Arabian poet. His
excellent verses decorated the Ka‘bah. The
verse which the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
liked most was the one about the greatness of
God. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said that
the most truthful thing Labid said was this
verse.

Il ADNE U 2 BT
"Take heed, everything is mortal except
Allah."st
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The truth is that no one has excelled the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa in praising Allah.
This is the reason that in the Holy Scriptures
his name is Ahmad, meaning the best among
those who praise Allah. As a reward for this
praise he was called Muhammad and the whole
world praises him.

Gratitude and appreciation

Gratitude springs from the heart for a
favour received. The quality of being thankful is
essential for genuine praise of Allah and
appreciation of His bounties. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa used to say that if a person is not
thankful to his fellow human beings for their
good deeds done to him, he is not thankful to
God.32 Such a person is not in the habit of
acknowledging favours or this sentiment has
gone cold in him.

The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 taught his
Ummah the manner of appreciation of God's
favours. Hadrat ‘Uthmanra relates that the Holy
Prophet = Muhammadsa said, "Whosoever
receives a favour from someone should say, s
;2 dimeaning,‘May Allah give you the best
reward for it’. By saying this he has discharged
his obligation of thankfulness.33

He used to say, "If someone has done
good to you, repay him and if you do not have
the capacity to repay, at least pray for that
person to the extent that you are sure of
repaying him fully."34
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Gratitude to Fellow Human Beings

Our beloved Prophetsa used to do good in
return for a wrong done to him. He used to say,
If a gift is given to someone, he should return a
similar gift. If he is unable to do so, he should
appreciate it, whosoever shows appreciation is
grateful. Whosoever does not show appreciation
has shown ungratefulness.35

For repaying a good deed, the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa used to recite this verse
of the Holy Quranssi 52 855 Ji&, Js &s"Then whoso
does an atom's weight of good will see it". (99:8)
Sometimes he would reward ordinary acts of
kindness in an extraordinary manner. Once he
went to attend the call of nature and his young
cousin ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbasra filled the
container with water. When the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa came to know as to who had
done that kindness, he prayed for ‘Abdullah bin
‘Abbasr that may God grant him the wisdom
and knowledge of the Holy Qur’an.36 And give
him deep understanding of faith. This prayer
changed the life of ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbasra.37

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa arrived in
Madinah and the Ansar gained the opportunity
to serve him. Some offered their palm trees to
him. When the wealth of Bani Quraizah and
Banu Nadir was received as booty of the war,
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa took great care
in repaying Ansar in order to return their gifts
in the best manner.38
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At the victory of Makkah Hudursa showed
compassion for Ansar and took great care of
their feelings by saying that his life and death
was with them. He made Madinah as his
second home. He advised people to be kind to
Ansar and used to say that love for Ansar was
part of the faith.39

Kab bin Zuhair was a famous poet who
was liable for punishment for saying rude and
indecent verses about the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. When he presented himself and
begged forgiveness from the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, and begged for pardon, he wrote
a eulogy in his honour. In this poem he praised
the ‘Migrants’ and did not mention the Ansar.
Hudursa told him that Ansar deserve praise as
well, and you have not said anything about
them. He then said this verse;
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Meaning, that whosoever is desirous of
an honourable life, should stay within
the group of pious Ansar riders.40

In brief Hudursa never forgot a kindness
done to him by someone. He remembered the
kindness of ‘Abdullah bin Abi Saldal, the chief
hypocrite, who had given his shirt to his uncle
Hadrat ‘Abbasr when he needed one at the time
of battle of Badr. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa sent his own shirt for his shroud
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at his death.4!

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa always
remembered the kindness of Hadrat Khadijahra.
Once Hadrat ‘A’ishahra remarked in way of envy
about Hadrat Khadijahra, Hudurs2 replied,
"when people rejected him, Khadijahra believed
in him, when people refused to accept him,
Khadijahra accepted him, when people deprived
him of livelihood, Khadijahra gave him her
wealth and God granted him children from
her."42

When the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was
disappointed by the attitude of the people of
Makkah, he went to Ta’if for propagating Islam.
On his return to Makkah, according to the
custom of that time, he needed the protection of
a tribal chief. Hudursa sent messages to quite a
few chiefs but none of them offered him
protection. Only Mut‘im bin ‘Adi sent his sons
to escort the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa safely
back into the town. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa  always remembered this
kindness. Mutim bin ‘Adi had passed away
before the battle of Badr. Seventy non-believers
from his tribe were taken prisoners. The Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 said that if their chief
Mut‘im bin °‘Adi had been alive and asked for
their release, he would have released them all
for his sake.43

Hudursa's uncle Abu Talib was always
faithful to him and was at his side throughout
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his life. He endured siege of She‘b-e-Abi Talib
for Hudursa's sake. When Abu Talib fell ill, he
asked the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa for
prayers. He asked him to pray to his Lord for
his health and with these prayers he
recovered.4# It is obvious from this incident that
Abu Talib did believe in him as a truthful one
but did not profess belief openly. In his last
illness, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
requested him to proclaim Islam but he could
not do so. Despite this Hudurs2 always treated
him with kindness.

Hadrat ‘Alira relates "When the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa was told of the death of
Abu Talib, he started to cry and instructed him
to wash his body and cover it with the shroud.
He prayed for the departed soul that God may
forgive him and show His mercy."45

At the funeral Hudursa was overwhelmed
by the thoughts of his kindness and prayed, "O
Allah! Give him the best reward."46

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa wanted
his Companions and friends to develop this
trait of gratefulness in them. He advised Hadrat
Abu Hwurairah,"O Abu Hurairah, fear Allah a
great deal, then you will be able to worship
Allah more than the others. Be content and you
will be the most grateful among men."47

May God bestow upon us the capability of
being grateful by following the example of our
master the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. Amin
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"Muslim Kitabul Haidh, BabDhikrullah Ta‘ala fi Halil JamabahwaGhairiha.
*Abii Da’iud, Kitabus Salat, Bab fil Istighfar.

*Bukhari Kitabul Managib, Bab Kanan Nabiyya Tanamu ‘Ainahu wa la
Yanamu Qalbahu.

*Tirmadhi Kitabut Taharah, Babma Yaqulu Idha Kharaja minal Khala’.
Nasa’I Kitabu ‘Ashratin Nisa’, Bab fi Hubum Nisa’i.

®Abii Da’ad, Kitabus Salat, Bibma yaqulur Rajulu Idha S’ Allamah.
"Bukhari Kitabus Salat, Babma Yaqulul Imam, wa min Kalfihi Idha Rafa‘a
Ra’sahu minar Rakii‘.

$Muslim Kitabus Salat, Bibma Yaqulu Idha Rafa’a Ra'sahu min Ruku’i.
°Bukhari Kitabul Tafsir, Bab li Yaghfiralaka Allihma Tagqaddama min
Zanbika.

'Aba Da’id, Kitabus Salat, Bab fil Istighfar.

"Bukhari Kitabud Da‘wat, Babma Yaqulu Idha Nama.

"Tirmadhi Kitabud Da‘wat, Babma Yaqulu Idha Faragha minat Ta‘am.
BTbne Majah, Kitabut Taharah, Babma Yaqulu Idha Kharaja minal Khala’.
“Aba Da’d, Kitabul Adab, Babma Yaqulu ‘Indan Naum.

'SAba Da’ud, Kitabul Adab, Babma Yaqulu Asbaha.

16 Tirmadhi Kitabul Libas, Babma Yaqulu Idha Labasa Thanbm Jadidan.
""Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, Vol.3, p.267.

BMustadrik Hakim, vol.1, p.730.

“Bukhari Kitabul Janaiz, Bab Idha Aslamas Sabiyyah fa mata, Hal Yusalli
Alaihe.

*Tarikhul Khatib by Baghdadi.

! Abii Da’ad, Kitabul Jihad, Bab fi Sujudish Shukr.

Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, Vol.1, p.191.

BSiratun Nabawiyyah by Ibne Hisham.

**Tirmadhi Kitabud Da‘wat, Babma Ja’ fima Yaqulu Idha Ra’ya Mubtalan.
ZMuslim Kitabul Dhikr wa Al-Dua’ wa Al-Taubah wal Istighfar, Bab
TasbihAwwalun Nihar wa Indan Naum.

**Tuhfatudhakirin by ‘Allamah Shaukani.

“"Tirmadhi Kitabul Managib, Bab fi Fadlin Nabiyye.

Bukhari Kitabul Tafsir, Suratul Bagqarah, Bab QaulAllahwa ‘‘Allamah
Adamal Asma’ Kullaha.

*Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, Vol.2, p.470.

¥Kanzul ‘Ummal, Fathul Bari, vol.7, p.154.

3'Bukhari Kitabul Managib, Bab Ayyamil Jahiliyyah.

*Tirmadhi Kitabul Birr was Silah, Babma Ja’ fi Shukre Liman Ahsana
Tlaika.

33Tirmadhi Kitabul Birr was Silah, Babma Ja’ fi Thana’i bil Ma‘ruf.
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¥ Abi Da’id, Kitabuz Zakat, Bab ‘Atyatu man Sa’la billahi.

3 Abii Da’ad, Kitabul Adab, Bab fi Shukril Ma‘ruf.

*°Bukhari Kitabul ‘Tlm, Bab Qaulan NabiyyiAllahuma‘Allimhul Kitab.
"Bukhari Kitabul Wudhu’, BabWadh‘il Ma’i ‘Indal Khala’i.
*¥Bukhari Kitabul Maghazi, Babhadith Bani Nudair.

3Bukhari Kitabul Iman, BabHubbul Ansar minal Iman.

“Siratul Halbiyyah, vol.3, p.215.

*'Bukhari Kitabul Tafsir, Suratul Taubah, Bab Qaulahu Istaghfir lahum.
“Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, Vol.6, p.117.

Bukhari Kitabul Maghazi, BabGhazwah Badr.

*“Mustadrik Hakim, Kitabud Dua’. vol.1, p.542.

* At-Tabgatul Kubra by Ibne Sa‘d.

*°Al-Bidayah wan Nihayah by Ibne Kathir.

“bne Majah, Kitabuz Zuhd, Bab Al-Wad‘i wat Taqwa.
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Chapter 7

The Holy Prophet Muhammads<+'s
Deep Love for the Holy Qur’an

The Holy Qur’an is the pure, last and
comprehensive discourse which was revealed to
the noble heart of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa for the guidance of mankind till
the end of the world. The eloquent and fluent
Arabic text is so deep in meaning, so full of
reasons and arguments and so wide in its scope
that no other revelation can equal it. No one is
capable of producing a match for even the
smallest verse. This challenge of producing a
single verse equal to those found in the Qur’an
still stands unaccepted. It is a testimony to its
greatness and supremacy.

This is the discourse, which, when heard
by the famous master of Arabic language, the
poet Labid, listened to and was so captivated by
its eloquence that he stopped composing
poetry. Once he was asked to recite his recently
composed verses, he remarked that since he
had heard this verse of the Holy Quriancyi 17
BSes¥eisi. He had stopped writing poetry.1

Hadrat ‘Umarra's acceptance of Islam was
miraculous and a proof of the greatness of the
Holy Qur’an. This was the time, when he left
his house to kill the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. On the way he heard the
recitation of first few verses of Sturah Ta Ha in
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his sister's house. He spontaneously exclaimed,
"How beautiful and elegant this discourse is?"
After that he accepted Islam.?

The well known chief of Quraish‘Utbah
came to advise the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
on behalf of Quraish. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa recited the first few verses of
Strah Ha Mim. When Hudursarecited the verses
which included a Sajdah, he spontaneously fell
in prostration with Hudurs2 and said, "By God!
This is not poetry, nor are those the words of a
sooth sayer or magic. I swear by the name of
God that I have listened to such discourse from
Muhammad today, the like of which I have
never heard before."3

The real glory of the Holy Qur’an was
manifested when the Messenger of Allah recited
its verses. God says:
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"A Messenger from Allah recites scrlptures
purified. Therein are the everlasting teachings."
When the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa recited
the beautiful verses of the Holy Qur’an, even
God loved it. He says:
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"And you are not engaged in anything
and you do recite not from Him any
portion of the Qur’an, and you do not, do
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anything but We watch you when you
are engrossed therein."

God loved the recitation of the Holy
Quran by the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa2
because it was full of heartfelt emotions of love
and pathos. His recitation used to be so elegant
that it has been described in the Holy Qur’an
as,
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(2:122)
"They to whom We have given the book,
follow it as it ought to be followed; it is
these that believe therein."

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to
recite it in such a beautiful tone and in a clear
distinct manner that the full obligation of
recitation was discharged. Someone asked
Hadrat Anasra about the recitation of the Holy
Qur’an by the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. He
replied that Hudursa used to recite for a long
period of time. Hadrat Anasra recited "Bismillah"
as the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to recite
it. He recited Ar-Rahman and Ar-Rahim in a
drawn out manner.*

Hadrat Abt Hurairahra relates that the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa told him that God
does not listen to anything more intently as He
does to the recitation of the Holy Qur’an being
recited by him when he recites it in a melodious
tune.>
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Hadrat Umme Salamahra relates the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 used to pause at the end
of the verses. He would stop at every verse of
Al-Fatihah, at "Rabbul ‘Alamin""Ar-Rahman""Ar-
Rahim".6

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to
pronounce every word clearly and separately
while reciting the Holy Qur’an. His voice would
ebb and flow with emotions. Someone asked the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa about the best form
of recitation. Hudurs2 replied, that a recitation
which shows fear of Allah. His own citation
reflected this emotion of fear.

His main preoccupation was the Qur’an.
During the day, especially in Salat, he used to
repeat and rehearse the newly revealed verses.
Even at night the verses of the Holy Qur’an
would be on his tongue. Hadrat ‘A’ishahra
relates that whenever she woke up during the
night, the verses glorifying God would be on his
lips,
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"There is no God but Allah, the One, the
Most Supreme, the Lord of heavens and
the earth and all that is between the two,
the Mighty, the Great Forgiver."”

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to
wake up in the last one third of the night for
Tahajjud prayer and recite the last ten verse of
Al-e-Imran on getting up. The subject matter of
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these verses is the creation of the heavens and
the earth by the Creator of the universe and
pondering over the signs therein. These verses
give rise to fervour for the worship of God.8

Similarly the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
used to recite various verses of the Holy Qur’an
before going to sleep. In one of the tradition it is
related by Hadrat ‘A’ishahra, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa used to recite the last three
Sturahs of the Qur’an and blow into his hands
and pass them over his body before going to
sleep.?

Hadrat Jabirra relates that Hudursa used
to recite Stirah Ha Mim As-Sajdah and Al-Mulk
before going to bed.10

Hadrat ‘A’ishahr tells us about Hudursa's
recitation of Surah Az-Zumar and Bani Isra’il
before going to sleep.!!

Hadrat ‘Arbad bin Sariyahr relates that
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa before going to
sleep used to recite the Strahs which begin
with glorification of God e.g. Al-Hadid, Al-
Hashr, As-Saff, Al-dumu‘ah, Al-Taghabun and
Al-A‘la. He used to say that these Surahs
include a verse which is better than a thousand
verses.12

Hadrat Khubabra tells us that before going
to bed the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa recited
all the Strahs after Al-Kafirun (Al-Lahab, An-
Nasr, Al-Ikhlas, Al-Falaq and An-Nas).13

Hadrat ‘Auf bin Malik Ashja‘ra relates that
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one night he had the opportunity of spending
the night, praying with the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. Hudtrsa recited Al-Baqarah first.
He would at every verse referring to mercy, pray
for Allah's mercy and at every verse referring to
punishment, he would pause and seek Allah's
shelter. Afterwards he stayed in Rukiu‘as long
as he stood for Qiyam and praised and glorified
Allah. Then he prostrated for the same length of
time. In prostration he continued this praise of
Allah. Afterwards he stood up and recited
Surah Al-e-‘Imran. In the later Rak‘4ts, he
recited one Surah in each Rak‘at.14

Ramadan is the month in which the Holy
Qur’an was revealed. During this month the
recitation of the Qur’an and pondering over its
meaning was the main occupation of Muslims.
Hadrat Ibn-e-‘Abbasra tells us that the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa excelled in doing good
deeds and in Ramadan this was evident even
more so. When Gabriel visited him during the
night and this would happen every night of
Ramadan, he would revise the Qur’an with him.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's zeal for doing
good deeds would take on an amazing hue. His
generosity excelled a storm in full force.15

In other traditions we learn that Gabriel
used to revise the Holy Qur’an once every year
in Ramadan but in the year of Hudursa's
demise, he revised it twice.1® This was the last
sunnah of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.
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The Recitation of the Qur’an and Fear of
God

God says in the Holy Qur’an, "That the
learned people fall down on their faces weeping
and it increases humility in them".u7:110 In
another place it says that at the recitation of
verse: "At which do creep the skins of those
who fear their Lord."39:24)

What better example of this can be found
than in our Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, the
most God fearing among men. This was his
state on listening and reciting the Holy Qur’an.
While reciting he would be deeply immersed in
its meaning. Once Hadrat Abt Bakrr remarked
about the grey hair which had started to appear
on his head, The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
said, "Yes, the Surahs Hud, Al-Wagqgi‘ah, Al-
Mursalat, An-Naba’ and At-Takwir have made
me old."17

These verses describe the punishments
meted out to the former people who rejected the
messages and the commandments of God.
Sometimes the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used
to recite the Holy Qur’an in a deep sad tone for
his Companions.

Just imagine the scene of those blessed
gatherings, when the verses of Holy Qur’an were
revealed on the pure heart. Sturah Ar-Rahman,
known as the ‘Bride of the Qur’an’, was recited
in a beautiful tone by the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa himself for his Companions.
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Surely the angels of the heaven would be
listening attentively and God would be watching
him lovingly.

Hadrat Jabirra relates this beautiful
incident in these words. "Once the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa recited Strah Ar-Rahman and the
Companions listened to it in amazement. When
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa finished the
recitation, he broke their silence and said,
"When I recited this Strah for a party of Jinns,
they showed a better response than you.
Whenever [ recited the verse & Sy Vi gld.
Meaning, "Which then the favours of your Lord
will you twain deny". They replied by saying,

"O our Lord we do not deny any of Your
favours and all praise belongs to You".18

Qais bin ‘Asimra came to see the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 and requested him to
recite some recently revealed verses. Hudursa
recited Strah Ar-Rahman. He asked him to
recite again. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
repeated it and at his third request he recited it
the third time. He spontaneously cried out, "By
God this discourse has fluency and sweetness.
The lower part of it is fertile and the upper part
full of fruit. It cannot be the words of a human
being. I bear witness that there is none worthy
of worship except Allah and you are the
Messenger of Allah".19

Hadrat Zaid bin Aslamr relates that once
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Hadrat Ubayy bin Ka‘bra recited the Holy Qur’an
for the Companions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, everyone was in tears with
emotion. Hudursa was also present and said
that this moment of shedding tears should be
utilized for prayer as this tenderness of heart is
a blessing from God.20

On listening to the word of God, the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa would be in an emotional
mood and would start to shed tears. One day
he asked Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ dra to
recite the Holy Qur’an for him. While reciting he
came to the verse:

(4:42)-‘3\;453

Which means; "And how will it fare with
them when We shall bring a witness from every
people, and shall bring you as a witness against
these."Hudursa could not restrain himself
anymore. A constant stream of tears started
from his eyes. With the gesture of his hand he
told him to stop reciting.2!

Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umarra relates that
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa heard someone
reciting this verse of Surah Al-Muzzammil73:13)
s &1 GO £ )" Surely with Us are heavy fetters
and a raging fire".On hearing this he fell down
unconscious.?22

Hadrat Abt Hurairahra relates that once
he had the chance to spend the night with the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. Hudursa started the
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recitation with "Bismillah", he started to cry
and fell down crying. Afterwards he recited
"Bismillah" twenty times and every time he
would fall down weeping. Later on he told me
that a person on whom the Gracious and
Merciful God does not show mercy, is very
unfortunate.?23

A delegation from Kindah tribe came to
visit Hudursa. They requested him to show them
a sign of his truthfulness. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa presented the Holy Qur’an as a
miraculous sign and said that it was such a
discourse which can not be influenced by
falsehood, neither from behind nor from the
front. Then he recited first six verses of Sturah
As-Saffat in a melodious tone.

Dl 55 wubl 385 a6 s i
L35 gt b3 oa3Vis oph s gl 159
(37:2-6) =3 LEd)
These verses mean; "In the name of Allah
the Gracious, the Merciful, By those who
range themselves in close ranks. Then
they derive away the enemy vigorously.
Then they recite Qur’an as a Reminder.
Surely Your God is One, Lord of the
heavens and the earth and all that is
between them. And the Lord of the sun's
risings."
Hudursa stopped here as his voice was
choking with emotion. He sat motionless and in
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silence. The tears were flowing from his eyes
and falling on his beard. The people from
Kindah tribe were amazed to see this and said,
"So you cry out of fear of the One Who has sent
you? "Hudursa replied, "Yes, His fear makes me
cry. The One Who commissioned me on "Sirat-
e-Mustaqim" (the absolutely straight path). I
have to follow it perfectly straight. It is like the
edge of the sword and if I deflect a tiny bit, I will
be destroyed."24

Practice of Recitation in Salat

The whole of the Qur’an is delightful but
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to recite
particular Surahs in Salat. He kept their
subject matter and suitability in mind.

In Zuhr and ‘Asr prayers he would silently
recite various Surahs after Stirah Al-Fatihah. In
Fajr, Maghrib and Tsha’ prayers his recitation
after Al-Fatihah used to be in a loud voice.

In Zuhr Salat the recitation in the first two
Rak‘ats used to be twice as long as the
recitation in the last two Rak4ts. As per
narration by Hadrat Abu Sa‘id Khudria the
recitation in each of the first two Rak‘ts
consisted of nearly thirty verses. Hadrat Jabir
bin Samurahra tells us that in Zuhr and ‘Asr
Salat, Sturah Al-Lail used to be recited. This
Surah consists of twenty one small verses. In
another tradition the recitation of Strah Al-A‘la
has also been mentioned. In the Fajr Salat the
recitation used to be relatively longer than
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this.25

Hadrat Jabirra relates that the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa used to recite Sturah Qaf
in Fajr Salat. Later on this recitation became
shorter. Recitation in this Salat used to consist
of sixty to one hundred verses according to
Hadrat Abu Barzah Aslamira. Hadrat ‘Amr bin
Huraithra relates that he heard the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa reciting At-Takwir in Fajr
Salat.26

Hadrat Abt Hurairahra relates that on
Fridays the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to
recite Sturah Al-Mursalat and Ad-Dahr in the
Fajr Salat.27

Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbasra relates that
his mother heard him reciting Sturah Al-
Mursalat in the Maghrib Salat and said, "My son
by reciting Surah Al-Mursalat, you have
reminded me of the day when I heard the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 reciting this Strah in
Maghrib Salat."28

Hadrat Jubair bin Mut‘imr narrates that
he heard the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
reciting Strah At-Tar in Maghrib Salat. Hudursa
recitation was so beautiful that he loved it.2° He
was so engrossed in listening that he forgot
himself.

Hadrat Jabir bin Samurahrhas told us of
the recitation of Stirah Al-Kafirun and Strah Al-
Ikhlas in Maghrib Salat.30

Hadrat Bara™a relates that he heard the
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Holy Prophet Muhammadsa reciting Sturah At-
Tin and said under oath that he had never
heard a more beautiful recitation than
Hudtrsa's.31!

Hadrat Mu‘adhra was instructed by the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa to recite relatively
shorter Surahs like Starah Ash-Shams, Ad-
Duha, Al-Lail and Strah Al-A‘la in Isha’ Salat.32

On the days of Jumu‘ah and Eid, Strah
Al-A‘la and Surah At-Taghabun have been
reported to be recited by the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. Similarly in Jumu‘ah prayer, the
recitation of Surah Al-Jumu‘ah in the first
Rak‘at and Surah Al-Munafigun in the second
Rak‘at has been mentioned in the traditions.33

In brief the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
love for the Holy Qur’an is to be found in the
frequency of his recitation. The Holy Qur’an
was the sustenance for his soul. The state of
his mind can be described in this verse;

urg 57 e G R

o g A urd S LU
"My heart yearns to embrace this
scripture. I wish to circuit round the

Qur’an all the time. As this is my
Ka‘bah."

'Tafsirul Jami‘ul Ahkamul Qran by Qurtabi, vol. 15, p.51.
*Tafsirul Jami‘ul Ahkamul Qran by Qurtabi, vol. 11, p.150.
*Mustadrik Hakim, vol.2, p.253.

“Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, vol.3, p.119.

SMusnad Ahmad bin Hambal, vol.2, p.450.
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®Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, vol.6, p.302.

"Mustadrik Hakim, vol. 1, p.540.

®Bukhari Kitabul Wudi’, Bab Qira’til Qur’an ba‘dal Hadith.

°Bukhari Kitabud Da‘wat, Bab At-Ta‘awwudh wal Qir’ati ‘Indal manam.
O irmadhi Kitabud Da‘wat, Baibma Ja’ fiman Yagqra’al Qur’an ‘Indal
Manam.

"Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, vol.6, p.68.

Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, vol.4, p.128.

Majma‘uz Zawa’id by Haithami, vol.10, p.121.

“Abn Da’ad Kitabus Salat, Bab fi Dua’i ma Yaqulur Rajulu fi Ruku‘ihi wa
Sujudihi.

SBukhari Kitabus Saum.

'Bukhari Kitabul Fada’ilil Qur’an, Bab Kana Gibrael Ya‘ridul Qur’an
alanNabiyyi.

"Tirmadhi Kitabu Tafsirul Qur’an, BabTafsir Suratul Wagqiah.

8 Tirmadhi Abwabut Tafsir Surah Rahman.

Tafsirul Jami‘ul Ahkamul Qur’an by Qurtébi, Surah Rahman.
PTafsirul Jami‘ul Ahkamul Qur’an by Qurtabi, vol. 15, p.219.
2'Bukhari Kitabul Fada’ilil Qur’an, Bab Qaulal Magri’ lil Qari HasBuka.
ZKanzul ‘Ummal, vol.7, p.206.

2 Al-Wafa by Ibne Jauzi, p.549.

*Siratul Halbiyyah, vol.3, p.227.

Muslim Kitabus Salat Babul Qar’a fi Zuhr wal ‘Asr wal Fajr.
*Muslim Kitabus Salat Babul Qar’a fi Fajr.

*"Bukhari Kitabul Jumu‘ah, Babma Yaqra i fiSalatil Fajr.

ZMusnad Ahmad bin Hambal, vol.6, p.340.

Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, vol.4, p.84.

%Sharha As-Sinnah by Baghawi, vol.3, p.81.

3'Bukhari Kitabud Da‘wat, Bab Al-Qra’ah fil Maghrib wal Isha’.
*Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, vol.6, p.340.

3Tafsir Ad-Durril Manthur, Suratul A‘ala, vol.8, p.480.
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Chapter 8

The secrets of the Holy Prophet
Muhammads®'s Acceptance of
Prayers

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa taught us
the secrets of acceptance of Prayers which were
based on his own experience and observance.
He pinpointed for us the circumstances, places,
times, situations and conditions, when the
prayers were more likely to be accepted.

On reflection, these are the situations
which motivate and stimulate us to pray.
Prayers offered in these times and situations
carry acceptance. It seems appropriate to
mention these blessed times here.

Prayers during Tahajjud (especially the latter
part of the night).

Prayers at time of Adhan and during the time
between Adhan and Igamah.

While saying Amin alongwith the Angels,
meaning offering prayers in Salat with full
concentration.

Prayers during Sajdah.

Special moment of acceptance of prayers during
Jumu‘ah Salat.

Gatherings of Muslims and the blessed
meetings for remembrance of Allah.

Prayers at time of breaking the fast.

Prayers of Ramadan especially in the last ten
days and Lailatul Qadr prayers.

138



Muhammads? The Perfect Man

Prayers at finishing the Qur’an.
Prayers when it is raining.

Prayers in the state of oppression.
Raise hands for prayers.

Prayers offered for an absent brother.

Certain Relationships create zeal for
Prayers

Prayers of parents for children and pious
children's prayers for the parents.

Prayers of just rulers and prayers of the pious
and righteous people.

Some places enhance the efficiency of
Prayers

Prayers on seeing the Kabah, the House of
God.

Prayers near Magam-e-Ibrahim and Hajr-e-
Aswad.

Prayers on Safa and Marwah.

Prayers in Mash‘aril Haram and in the plain of
‘Arafat.

Prayers in Masjid-e-Nabawi and Baitul-Maqdas.

Here some instructions of Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa regarding the holy sites and
blessed moments are mentioned:

Time of Tahajjud Salat is a time for
acceptance of prayers. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa had said, "When the last one
third of the night remains, our Lord descends
to the lower heaven and says, 'whosoever begs
from Me, I will grant his prayer. Whosoever begs
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pardon from Me, I will forgive him".1

In some traditions, the lower heaven is
where God's descends after midnight and in
some, in the last one third of the night is
mentioned.

Hadrat Abta Umamah Bahilira related that
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was asked as to
which were the most accepted prayers? He
replied that the middle part of the night is the
time when the prayers are most accepted. Then
the time immediately after the obligatory
prayers ranks next in importance.?2

Regarding the prayers at the time of
Adhan, Hadrat Sahlr relates a tradition of Holy
Prophet Muhammads2, "There are two such
times when the prayers are not rejected. One of
them is the time of Adhan and the other, the
time of intense confrontation with the enemy
during a war."3

Hadrat Anas bin Malikr relates from the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa that he said, "The
prayers offered in the time between the Adhan
and the Igamah are never rejected." Someone
asked what prayers should be offered in this
time. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa replied,
"Pray for the beneficence of this world and the
world hereafter".4

The time of finishing the Holy Qur’an is
also a special time of acceptance of prayers.
The Holy Prophet Muhammads?2 has told us that
when a person finishes the Holy Qur’an, sixty
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thousand angels pray for him. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa taught us the prayer for seeking
God's grace and mitigation of the punishment
of the grave. Another tradition informs us that
the time of finishing the Qur’an is the time of
God's beneficence.>

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa informed
his Ummah of a special time during Friday in
which the prayers are more likely to be
accepted. This is the time somewhere between
the start of Friday sermon and the sunset. This
special time is more likely to occur during
Friday sermon and Salat.6

The blessed month of Ramadan is the
month of prayers, especially the last ten days in
which the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa is
reported to have prayed with great endeavour.”

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said that
the time of breaking the fast is a special time of
acceptance of prayers when a prayer is not
rejected.8

Lailatul Qadr which occurs during the
odd nights of last ten days of Ramadan is a
special time of acceptance of prayers.9

Hadrat Abt Hurairahra relates that the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa has said "Whenever
the pious people get together for remembrance
of Allah, the angles encircle them. God's grace
and peace descends on them and forgiveness is
bestowed on them."10

Some traditions tell us that the time of
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rain is the time of acceptance of prayers.!!

One of the situations when the prayers
are accepted is the time when concentration
and fear of God is present in Salat. It is related
in the tradition that if after the recitation of
Surah Al-Fatihah a person's Amin concurs with
the angels saying of Amin, his sins are
forgiven.12

Sajdah is a special time for acceptance of
prayers. Hudursa said,"Man is nearest to God
during sajdah, so one should pray a lot during
this time."13

The prayers of the victim of transgression
are accepted. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
has informed us of three types of accepted
prayers. One is the prayer of the oppressed.
Hudursasaid,"There is no barrier in between the
acceptance of prayers by God and the prayers
of the oppressed person."!4

The prayers offered for an absent brother
are accepted. To pray fervently for an absent
person is a time of acceptance of prayers. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa told wus, "Most
accepted prayer is the one which is offered by a
person for his absent brother."15

The state of the person offering prayers is
also significant in the acceptance of prayers.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa advised us to
spread out our palms like a beggar before God
and after the prayer is finished, rub your hands
on the face. He also said, "Your Lord is
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extremely generous and bashful, when his
servant spreads his hands in prayers. He is
embarrassed to leave them empty."16

Some relationship and connections
encourage us to pray. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa said, "If a father prays for his
children, his prayer is surely accepted." 17
Similarly the prayers of the parents for children
and pious children's prayers for their parents
are most likely to be accepted.

Hudursa told us that the prayers of an
upright Imam,the pious respected leaders of
Muslims are not rejected. Similarly the prayers
of the righteous people are specially granted.!8

Certain places where the prayers are
mostly accepted by God

We read in the Holy Qur’an that when
Hadrat Zakariyyahas eagerly wanted to pray for
children, he went into the Mihrab, a special
place in the Mosque. He stood there and did not
leave that place until his prayers were accepted.
He received glad tidings of its acceptance at
that very place.3:39-40)

God has instructed Muslims to pray in
the precincts of the Ka‘bah and especially near
Maqgam-e-Ibrahimai-Bagaran). These prayers carry
special significance.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa advised
us to pray on seeing the Ka‘bah. Whatever we
pray for, would be granted.

The area near Hajr-e-Aswad is a place of
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acceptance of prayers. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa cried a great deal while praying at
this place.19

Safa, Marwah and Mash‘aril Haram are
the places where Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
prayed and these are the places of acceptance
of prayers.20
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa confirmed that
the prayers offered in ‘Arafat are the best
prayers.21

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa has
particularly advised us to visit other holy places
apart from the Ka‘bah like the Masjid-e-Nabawi
in Madinah and Baitul-Maqdas. One can benefit
from prayers in these places.22

Etiquettes of prayers and some
comprehensive prayers

Etiquettes of prayers require praise and
glorification of God before the start of the actual
prayer. The prayers are more likely to be
accepted if offered after reciting SurahAl-
Fatihah and Darud Sharif.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa taught his
Companions the manner of praying. Once he
went to visit an ill person who had become very
weak. The Holy Prophet Muhammads?2 realizing
his condition asked him if he had offered some
special prayers, he replied that he prayed to
God that if he was liable for punishment, God
gives him this punishment in this life, rather
than in the life hereafter. The Holy Prophet
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Muhammadsa replied, God is Holy, you don’t
have the strength to bear His punishment. You
should pray,
SO st siiaag eV §5hiaa A I

"O Allah grant us the good of this world

as well as the good in the life hereafter,

and save us from the punishment of

fire."

Then the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa

prayed for this person and he recovered

with Allah's blessing.23

Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umarra relates that

Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to recite some
prayers regularly at dawn and dusk. One of
these prayers is

///////////
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"O Allah! I seek well being and safety in
this world and in the world hereafter. O
Lord, 1 seek your {forgiveness and
protection in faith, in worldly life, in my
home and in my wealth. O Allah! cover
up my weaknesses and grant peace to
my fears. O Allah! You Yourself protect

me from the front and behind, from the
left and the right and from above and
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below. I seek shelter in Your greatness

lest any hidden hardship touches me

from below."24

Hadrat Abt Umamah Bahilira relates that

once we asked the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa,
"You have offered so many prayers and we are
unable to remember all of them." He replied, "I
teach you only one comprehensive prayer which
you should remember." The prayer is:

4.\.3\‘.}'4 34 )/uwupw;ﬁuu\;&T
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"O Allah, we seek all those blessings and
good things from You which Your
Prophetsa sought from You and we seek
refuge from all those things from which
Your Prophetsa sought refuge. You are
the only One from Whom help is
solicited, so it is essential to pray to
You."25

Hadrat Mu‘adh bin Jabal relates that
once Holy Prophet Muhammadsa arrived so late
for the Fajr prayers that the sun was about to
rise. Zakat led a short Salat and told us to sit
down at our places. Then he addressed us and
said "l want to inform you about the reason for
my late arrival for Salat. I got up for Tahajjud,
offered as much prayer as I could.While offering
the prayer I dozed off, when my eyes opened I
saw my Lord in a most beautiful manifestation.
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God asked me if I knew what the angels were
debating? I replied that I did not know. God
asked me again and again I gave the same
answer, then I saw that God put His Palm on
my shoulder and I could feel the coolness of His
touch in my chest and everything became clear
to me. Then God asked again about the topic
being discussed by the angels. I replied that
they are discussing 'Kaffarat'wius(the things
which remove sins) God asked me, what are the
Kaffarats? I replied, going to mosque on foot for
congregational prayers, remembering Allah
after the Namaz and do full ablution despite
reluctance. Then God asked what are
'Darajat'«...? I replied to feed others, gentle
talk and offer Salat when others are asleep.
Then God told me to beg whatever I wanted, I
offered this prayer. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa advised us that this prayer is
(3=») the truth, remember it yourself and teach
it to others.
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"O Allah grant me the ability to do good
things and forsake evil deeds. Grant me
the love of the poor, forgive me and have

mercy on me. When You intend to put
people in trials, cause me to die without
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putting me to trials. I seek Your love
from You, love of the one who loves You
and the ability to do such deeds which
would bring me closer to Your love.
Amin."26

Incidents of acceptance of prayers in the
life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad*®®

God was a hidden treasure. He wished to
be recognized, so He created man and endowed
him with the knowledge of His attributes and
entity. One important attribute out of these
attributes, which is a strong proof of His
existence, is His being the One Who grants
prayers. He Himself declares it as a proof of His
existence and says, "Who answers the
distressed person when he calls upon Him and
removes the evil and makes you successors in
the earth. Little is that you reflect. Is there a
God, besides Allah?"7:63)

Similarly God says, 1 am near, I answer
the prayer of the supplicant when he prays to
Me. So they should hearken to Me and believe
in Me, that they may follow the right way.’2:187)

The real philosophy of prayer is, that a
person's prayers are heard and accepted to the
degree of his adhering to God's commandments.
The lives of one hundred and twenty four
thousand Prophets bear witness to this fact
that each and every moment of their lives
depended on prayers. This was the basis of
their successes and achievements. There is one
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champion among this large group of
honourable Prophets, who annihilated himself
in obedience to God to such an extent that
God's will became his will. That "Pride of
mankind" who raised the slogan, "My prayer,
my sacrifice, my life and my death are for the
sake of Allah Who is the Creator of the
universe." Then God inclined toward him with
compassion and granted him all his
aspirations.

On the day of Judgement all the Prophets
would be requested by their followers to
intercede on their behalf. When all the Prophets
would put forward an excuse, this Champion of
God would advance and prostate before his
Lord and seek permission to intercede for his
Ummah. He would be given the glad tidingd.s .
"Today whatever you beseech shall be granted."

At this, a large number of his followers
who had weaknesses in their record of good
deeds, would be forgiven. Surely, this would be
the grand accepted prayer, regarding which our
master the Holy Prophet Muhammads2 used to
say, "Every Prophet has been given the promise
of acceptance of prayers and I have reserved
this promise of God for my Ummah. On the day
of judgment I will offer this prayer." Thousand
upon thousand Dartd for this great benefactor
who cared for hisUmmah so much.2”

In reality our Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
taught us the real essence of prayers. He
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instructed us to pray even for the most
insignificant thing like a shoe string. Every
moment of his life was spent in prayer. His
pure life is full of hundreds of incidents of
acceptance of prayers. Some of these events are
mentioned here to instil belief and certainty of
the prayers in the hearts. This would enhance
our enthusiasm for prayer as it did in Hadrat
Zakariyyah'sas case. On seeing fruits near
Hadrat Maryamsas, he prayed and his prayer was
accepted.

We should pray to God with full certainty
and confidence and He will treat us
accordingly. Here are some of the incidents of
accepted prayers from the life of Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa,

Prayers for guidance

1. The whole life of our Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was full of prayers, every task he
started, he prayed in the beginning and
accomplished it with prayers. In the early days
when he started preaching in Makkah, the
opposition was intense. Chiefs of Quraish, ‘Amr
bin Hisham and ‘Umar bin Khattab were in the
forefront of this opposition. Sentiments of love
and kindness stirred the heart of the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa and he prayed to God in
the words:

"O Allah bestow honour and strength to
Islam with one of these two (wWwhomsoever
You like) ‘Amr bin Hisham and Umar bin
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Khattab."28

The world is a witness to the miraculous
acceptance of this heartfelt prayer of the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa. As a result of this prayer
the same Umar who had left his house with the
sword to kill the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
was smitten with the love of Islam.
2. When the Quraish crossed all limits in
their opposition and there was no apparent sign
of their accepting Islam, even then Rahmatul-
Lil-Alamin (Mercy for the world) did not pray for
their destruction. His prayer for them, which
apparently looks like malediction (prayer
against them) but in fact it was an astute
prayer to save them from destruction and great
punishment. He prayed "O my Lord, help me
with a famine against these non-believers of
Makkah, as You helped Joseph with a famine."

This prayer imbued with mercy and
kindness was a request to God. Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa not to destroy Makkans, "make
this a heavenly sign and as the brothers of
Joseph were forced to seek his help in the time
of famine, similarly bring my people to me."
This prayer was accepted and the people of
Makkah faced severe shortage of food. This
shortage of food was so severe that they
resorted to eating bones and carrion. Abu
Sufyan was compelled to come to the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa. He requested,
"Muhammad you instruct people to be kind to
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their relatives, now your people are dying.
Please pray to God to have mercy on us and
send rain upon us otherwise your people would
die".

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa reminded
Abu Sufyan that he was being very bold in
asking for prayers for his people even though
he knew that they were the defiant ones. But
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa did not refuse to
pray as he was the embodiment of mercy and
did not want his people to be destroyed. He
raised his hands and his prayer for rain was
accepted. This rain brought the days of ease
and comfort for Quraish. Inspite of this they
become more aggressive.29

When it continued to rain hard for days,
the non-believers came to Hudurs2 again to
request prayers for break in the rain, he prayed
and rain stopped.30 Alas even then the idolaters
did not desist from refusal and enmity.

3. During the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
stay in Makkah when he was distressed by the
constant refusal and persistent opposition to
his mission, he planned to go to Ta'’if under
God's command. There he faced the worst
torment and torture of his life. Once Hadrat
‘A’ishahra asked him, if he had ever faced
greater agony than during the Battle of Uhud
(when he was badly wounded). The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa replied, "O ‘A’ishahra, I
have undergone a great deal of torment by the
hands of your people. The worst day of my
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agony was, when I went to the chief of Ta’if,
‘Abde Yalail and sought his assistance in
preaching. He refused to help, set the vagrants
of the town to follow me and to throw stones on
me. When I returned my feet were covered in
blood, I returned from there in a very sad
state". On this occasion the anguished prayer of
our master shows the extent of the pain which
he suffered. This prayer shows how defenceless
he felt and the cup of patience of this
courageous Prophet was running over. He
incited God's sensitivity for the honour of his
Prophets in the words, "O God, to whom shall I
relate my state of weakness, frailty, pain and
anxiety except You. I have little patience left. I
do not see any solution to my predicament. I
am humiliated and disgraced among the people.
Your attribute is the Most Merciful of all who
show mercy. You have shown mercy on me.
Would You hand me over to my enemy who
would destroy me, if you are not angry with
me? [ am not at all apprehensive of any one."3!

When he reached the place called Qarn-
uth-Tha‘alib, he recovered. He looked towards
the sky and heard the angel Gabriel saying that
God had responded to his prayers. The angel
Gabriel greeted him and said, "O Muhammad,
what is your wish? If you wish, I will make
these two mountains to fall on the valley and
destroy it completely."

Despite the fact that these measures of
destruction of the enemy were available, the
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Holy Prophet Muhammadsa did not want them
to be destroyed. He replied "Do not do this, I
hope God will raise such people from their
progeny who would worship One God and
would not associate partners with Him".32
He not only desisted from praying against

them, he compass1onately prayed in favour of
themgr@y)maﬁ,sm)w

"O Allah, guide my people as they know

not".33

This is an incident of the times of
helplessness and vulnerability in which Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa received the worst pain
of his life. Even in this situation he prayed for
mercy and guidance of those people. When
Makkah was conquered and he had the power
to destroy Ta'’if completely even at that time he
sought God's mercy for them. When the Muslim
army marched towards Ta'if and the people of
Ta’if decided to fight by blockading themselves
in a castle and rained arrows on the Muslims
encamped in an open plain. The Companions
could not help and requested the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, "The arrows of Thaqif tribe are
causing us great harm, please pray against
them". Even in the face of great hostility and
brutality and possessing the power to punish
them, our Holy master's mercy and kindness
prevailed. He replied Gz .a1 240"O Allah, guide the
people of Thaqif tribe of the valley of Ta'if". This
prayer from the depth of his heart was accepted
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by God and in the year 9th Hijrah, the people of
Ta’if came to Madinah and accepted Islam.34

4. Chief of a Yemen tribe Daus, Tufail bin
‘Amr accepted Islam and requested the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa for permission to go back
to his people and invite them to Islam. He
requested the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa to
pray to God to manifest a sign of His approval.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa prayed for the
sign. This prayer was accepted in a way that
God made Hadrat Tufaila a person whose
prayers were accepted.

Hadrat Tufailr says, "When I returned to
my people, a light appeared on my forehead. I
prayed to God, "O Allah, seeing this light my
people may think that my face is disfigured, so
make this sign to appear somewhere else." So
the light appeared at the end of the whip I was
carrying. When I entered the city the people
witnessed this light at the end of my whip.
Hadrat Tufaile's father, wife and other relatives
saw this sign, understood the wisdom of his
message and accepted Islam, but his people did
not believe.

When Hadrat Tufaila returned to Makkah,
he requested Hudursa to pray against his tribe.
Hudursaraised his hands and prayed to God for
the guidance of Daus tribe and to bring its
members to Makkah. He advised Hadrat Tufailra
to go back and invite his people to Islam with
kindness and wisdom. As a result of this prayer
God blessed his efforts and members of this
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tribe began to accept Islam.

At the battle of Khyber Hadrat Tufailr
brought these Muslims to Madinah and within
a short time seventy to eighty families from this
tribe settled in Madinah. This, no doubt, was
the result of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
prayer.35
S. Hadrat Abt Hurairahra and his mother
who belonged to this tribe were the fruits of this
prayer. One day Hadrat Abu Hurairahra asked
his mother to accept Islam. She uttered rude
words about the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.
Hadrat Abt Hurairahra returned to the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 in anguish and told him
the incident. Hudurs2 prayed from the depths of
his heart, "O Allah, guide Abu Hurairah's
mother". This prayer was accepted
miraculously. A great revolution had taken
place in his mother's beliefs and she was
proclaiming her faith in Islam by pronouncing
the Kalimah:

A dpenzzes o3 is i iz

Hadrat Abt Hurairahr™ was overjoyed and
with tears of happiness in his eyes, came back
to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa and related
the whole incident. With this firm faith in the
power of prayer, he requested: "O Prophet of
God, instil love of my mother and me in the
hearts of the believers". The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa offered this prayer for him.36
0. Once a Jew was sitting with the Holy
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Prophet Muhammadsa when Hudurs2 sneezed.
This Jew said, ") cu<x'"meaning, "May Allah
have mercy upon you". The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa as a response to his kind words
prayed for his guidance. This Jew was guided to
Islam.37

These were the prayers of our holy master
which revolutionised the Arabian Peninsula.
Here only his prayers for the guidance of his
people have been mentioned. He was the
embodiment of prayer, a mobile paragon of
prayers. It seemed that this statement of the
Holy Qur'an was always foremost in his
mind, $5& ¥4 g5 xSkt "But for your prayer to
Him my Lord would not care for you."@s:78)

Prayers during the Battles

All the victories of life of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa were in fact indebted to his
prayers. He would remember Allah at every
critical juncture and seek His help. It appears
that prayers was the key to his life and to all
the ventures that he undertook. He benefited
from this key at the time of every crisis and it
would open the door of victory for him.

7. If someone calls the victory at Badr, a
victory for three hundred and thirteen unarmed
Muslims, he may do so. I only know that this
was the victory of the anxious prayers of my
master which he offered in a hut at Badr, with
extreme humility and anguish. That day he
called upon his Lord, pleading in so many

157



CHAPTER 8 The secrets of the Holy Prophet Muhammads2's Acceptance of Prayers
—

ways. He even implored God in the name of His
unity and said, "O my Lord, if You destroy this
small group who believe in Your unity then no
one would be left to worship You?38

He was rousing God's sensitivity to His
honour in this prayer; in other words he
addressed his Lord with the words to the effect
that he was not concerned with the loss of the
lives of a few believers, he was anxious for the
establishment of His unity. If this group of
believers, which he had gathered together after
years of hard work were to be destroyed, who
would worship the One God.

This prayer being offered in a hut at Badr
was accepted and culminated in transforming a
handful of pebbles into a hurricane. It resulted
in the victory for three hundred and thirteen
unarmed Muslims over one thousand well
equipped strong army of idolaters.39

Hadrat ‘Alira relates that the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa prayed the whole of the night of
Badr. ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘dr says that we have
not heard of anyone who prayed, by truly
seeking Allah's intercession, than the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa. When he raised his head
after praying fervently, his face was illuminated
like the moon. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
said, "l am seeing the places where the enemies
would fall dead this evening."40
8. Victory at the Battle of Ahzab was in fact
the victory of prayers. When thousands of well
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equipped warriors surrounded the small
settlement of Madinah from all sides, the
besieged Muslims were deeply distressed due to
the cold weather and insufficient food. To curb
the pangs of hunger the Companions of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa had strapped
stones to their bellies. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa himself had two stones tied to his
stomach. This battle was not only a nerve
shattering armed conflict, it was a frightful trial
for the Muslims. The true picture and the exact
description is found in the Holy Qur’an in the
words; "When they came upon you from above
you, and from below you and when your eyes
became distracted and your hearts leapt to
your throats and you entertained wayward
thoughts about Allah. There and then were the
believers sorely tried, they were shaken with a
violent shaking".@33:11-12)

In these critical circumstances, when
Madinah was in the throes of life and death,
there was one soul in Madinah who with perfect
trust and belief in God, was busy praying

2T A bt e R s ST Soks 24l

24555288581
"O my Guardian, the Revealer of the
Sacred Book and the Quick Reckoner,

make these Arabian armies retreat,
defeat them and shake them".

This prayer prompted a sudden and

159



CHAPTER 8 The secrets of the Holy Prophet Muhammads2's Acceptance of Prayers
e

fearful storm which extinguished the camp fires
of the Arab army. They abandoned the siege
and fled in such consternation that they were
dumb founded. The chief of the disbeliever's
army, Abu Sufyan forgot to untie the camel's
knee and was sitting on it forcing the tethered
camel to run. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
seeing the miraculous result of his prayers,
exclaimed spontaneously,
AN 35 ke ey et BTz Aoy Y
BRECREFL Y
Meaning: "There is none worthy of
worship except Allah, who honoured His
group, bestowed victory on His servant
and Himself overpowered all the armies.
He is the One and there is nothing
except Him."4!

0. The grand victory at Khyber was the fruit
of our Holy Master's prayers. When the
consistent assaults on the enemy castles under
the command of different generals did not
succeed, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa busied
himself in prayers. Then on the seventh night of
the siege, Hadrat Umarr's security patrol
arrested a Jewish spy who was roaming near
the Muslim camps. Hadrat ‘Umarra brought him
to the Holy Prophet Muhammads2, who was in
prostration at that time. These prayers had
already been granted. In order to save his life
this Jewish spy divulged all the important
secrets of the castles to the Muslims. He also
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mentioned that out of fear and despair, the
people of Khyber had abandoned one of the
castles. He also promised to inform the
Muslims of the positions of the dumps of
ammunition and food stores.42

The victory of Khyber had already been
guaranteed by the prayers. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa announced that in the morning
he would award the emblem of the Muslim
army to the person in whose hand God had
decreed victory. He then awarded the flag of the
Muslim army to Hadrat ‘Alira, whose sore eyes
healed immediately by the prayers of the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa. Hudursa dispatched
Hadrat ‘Alira with prayers and God awarded the
victory of Khyber to him.43
10. The grand victory of Makkah was a
glorious sign of the prayers of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. He was a mercy for both worlds
and sincerely wanted to advance on the
defaulters of the treaty, so suddenly that they
were caught unawares and consequently the
loss of life of the enemy was minimum. For this
purpose, apart from the other tactics, the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa busied himself with
prayers to God. He prayed, "O Allah keep the
spies of Quraish away from us and keep our
news secret from them."44

These prayers were accepted to such an
extent that the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
advanced on Makkah so stealthily that Abu
Sufyan could not believe the fact that a large
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army of Muslims had approached so swiftly.
They were so amazed and stunned that they
lost their ability to fight the Muslim army. Thus
Makkah was conquered without any bloodshed.
11. During the battles, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa resolved the problems facing him
and his Companions with his prayers. In one
such battle the provisions for the journey and
food were in short supply. The Companions
were worried and asked the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa for permission to slaughter a
camel for food. At first he showed mercy and
allowed them to do so. When Hadrat Umarra
raised the point that if camels were
slaughtered, how would they travel? The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa prayed eagerly. He
announced that all the remaining food should
be collected in one place. Then he prayed to
God for blessings over this meagre quantity of
food. With God's beneficence the food increased
so much that all the people filled their utensils.
Seeing this miraculous sign of acceptance of
prayer, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
spontaneously proclaimed "l bear witness that
there is none worthy of worship except Allah
and Muhammad is His Messenger."45

12. In a journey the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's camel got scared and ran away.
He prayed and suddenly a whirlwind appeared
and pushed the she-camel back to the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa.46
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Prayers for the people of Madinah

13. When the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
arrived in Madinah after migrating from
Makkah , Madinah was an area of rampant
epidemics and on arrival some Companions of
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, Hadrat
AbtBakrra, Hadrat Bilalre, and Hadrat ‘A’ishahra
were taken ill. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
prayed to God, "O my Master, purge this area of
epidemics and increase it in sustenance."47

14. Once a great famine occurred in Madinah.
A person stood up during the Friday sermon
and entreated the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
in the words: "O Prophet of God, the cattle are
dying due to drought and the paths have been
destroyed. Please pray to God for rain." The
Holy Prophet Muhammads2 raised his hands
instantly and prayed "O Allah, remove this
drought and send down rain on us". Hadrat
Anasra relates that the sky was clear and there
was no trace of clouds. Suddenly a small cloud
rose from behind the hills of Sala‘ and spread in
the middle of the sky. It rained and rained well.
So much so that they did not see the sun for
the whole of the week. During the next Friday's
sermon, another person requested the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa to pray for a break in the
rain as the area was flooded and the cattle were
dying because of the abundance of rain. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa raised his hand in
prayer. He prayed; "O Allah move the clouds to
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the surrounding areas, do not send down rain
on us. Make it rain on the mountains, hills,
valleys and trees". The rain stopped
miraculously and when they came outside the
sun was shining.48

Prayers for blessings in sustenance and
wealth

The fruits of the extraordinary prayers of

the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa were evident in
the blessing and exceptional increase in
sustenance and wealth.
15. Hadrat Anas bin Malikra was ten years of
age when his parents offered him to the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa as a personal attendant.
Once the mother of Hadrat Anasra, Hadrat
Umme Sulaimra requested the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa: "O Prophet of God, Anas is your
servant, please pray for him."

Hudursa prayed in the words: "O Allah put
blessings in the wealth and children of Anas
and bless the favours which You grant him".49

Hadrat Anasr relates that "This prayer for
me was accepted in a glorious fashion. My
orchard brings forth fruit twice a year and in
my life time the number of my sons, daughters
and grand children totalled more than eighty".
Hadrat Anasra lived to a ripe old age of one
hundred and three to one hundred and ten
years.50
16. Hadrat Jabirra's father, Hadrat ‘Abdullahra
was martyred in the Battle of Uhud. Hadrat
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‘Abdullahr owed some money to Jewish money-
lenders and they harshly demanded this money
from Hadrat Jabirra. He was pressurized so
much that he made them an offer of giving the
whole yield of his date orchard that year in
order to repay the debt. But the Jew did not
accept this offer without the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's guarantee. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa went to his orchard and prayed.
That year, as a result of the prayer the yield of
dates was so abundant that all the debt was
cleared and still half of the dates were left over.
When Hadrat Abt Bakrra came to know of this,
he remarked that when the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa visited the orchard and prayed,
we knew that God will extraordinarily increase
its fruits.5!

17. Hadrat Miqdadra relates that his two
friends and himself were in such a plight due to
starvation that their sight as well as hearing
was effected. Relating this time of financial
hardship Hadrat Miqdadr said that he only
possessed one small sheet of cloth. If he
covered his feet with it, his head would be bare
and if he covered his head, his feet remained
uncovered. They sought help from the
Companions of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
but no-one could offer hospitality. At last they
sought help from the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. He took them home. He had
three goats. He told them to milk the goats and
the four of them could drink it. This continued
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for some time. All three of them would drink
their share of the milk and keep the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's share to one side. The
Holy Prophet Muhammads2 used to return at
night. At first he would say salam in a soft voice
so that anyone sleeping would not be disturbed
and the one who was awake would hear it. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa would then offer
Salat and afterwards he would drink the milk.
One day under the Satan's insinuation, Hadrat
Miqdadra after drinking his share of the milk,
drank the small share of the milk left for the
Holy Prophet Muhammads2 as well. He thought
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa did not really
need it, as the Ansar were presenting him with
gifts all the time. When he drank the milk to his
satisfaction, he started to worry that there was
no milk left for the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.
He was ashamed of himself and started to scold
himself as to why he had drunk the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's share of the milk. He
thought that the Holy Prophet Muhammads2 on
finding that no milk was left for him, would
pray against him, and his worldly life as well as
his life hereafter would be ruined. In this
predicament, he was unable to sleep.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa arrived,
greeted them as usual and offered Salat. Then
he went to the milk pot and found it empty. He
raised his head skywards. Hadrat Miqdadra was
scared that the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
would pray against him. On the contrary the
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prayer that he offered was "O Allah feed the
person who feeds me and provide drink for the
one who provides me with drink". Hadrat
Miqdadra rose immediately, covered himself
with a sheet and with a knife in his hand went
outside with the intention of slaughtering one of
the goats belonging to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. He intended to feed the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa with its meat and inherit
the blessing of this prayer. When he chose the
fattest goat for slaughter, he noticed the teats of
the goat were full of milk. So he dropped the
idea of slaughtering the goat and taking a
utensil from the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
household he filled it by milking the goat. He
presented it to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa,
who seeing fresh milk assumed that they
themselves had not drunk any milk and said
"Have you not drunk any milk tonight? "Hadrat
Miqgdadra evaded the question and requested
Hudursa to drink the milk. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa drank some of it and gave the
rest to him. Hadrat Migdadra requested Hudursa
to drink more. Now he was satisfied that the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa had his fill and was
not hungry any more. Hadrat Miqdadra was
happy that the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
prayer "O Allah whosoever gives me drink, You
provide him with drink", had been accepted in
his favour. Then remembering his act of
drinking Hudursa's share of milk he started to
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laugh. He laughed uncontrollably. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa asked "O Miqgdad what
funny incident have you recalled that you are
laughing so much? "Hadrat Miqdadr told the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa the whole incident
and said he had drunk his share of the milk
and had benefited from the prayer as well. He
also got the opportunity to drink the milk a
second time. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
said: "This was a special beneficence of God
which was given as a result of the prayer. Why
did you not wake up your Companions so that
by drinking the milk they can take part in this
blessings". Hadrat Miqdadra replied "In the
name of the Being who has ordained you, I
have received this blessing and now I do not
care if anyone else takes part in it.52

18. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa prayed for
his dear daughter Fatimahra, that Allah saves
her from the pangs of hunger. Hadrat Fatimahra
relates that after this prayer she never went
hungry.53

19. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa prayed for
the expansion of Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Ja‘farra's
business. As a result of this prayer, whatever
he traded in, it brought him wealth.54

20. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa prayed for
the blessing for Hadrat ‘Urwahra. Hadrat
‘Urwahra used to say that he set up a stall in
the market and quite often he would return
with upto forty thousand in profit. Imam
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Bukharira has written that even if Hadrat
‘Urwahra bought dust, he would profit from it.55

Prayers for Recovery from Illness

21. On various occasions the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa prayed for miraculous recovery of
people who were ill. God bestowed immediate
results by accepting his prayers. In the battle of
Khyber, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
declared that to whomsoever he would grant
the flag to the next day, God would confer
victory on that person. The Companions spent
that night hoping to be the lucky person who
would receive the flag. Hadrat ‘Alira suffered
from conjunctivitis. His eyes suffered so much
pain that the Companions did not even think
that he could be the conquerer of this grand
victory. Next morning the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa called him. The Companions tried
to put forward excuses due to his ailment. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa applied his own
saliva to Hadrat ‘Alira's eyes, and prayed. God
granted an immediate miraculous recovery. It
was such a perfect recovery that it appeared as
if he had never suffered from any illness of the
eyes.>6

22. On another occasion, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa prayed for Hadrat ‘Alira's safety
from effects of the heat and cold. As a result of
this prayer Hadrat ‘Alira stayed safe from the
adverse effects of the extreme weather.57

Hadrat Ya‘la bin Murrahra relates that he was
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accompanying the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
during a journey. A woman with a child met
him on the way. She told the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa that the child suffered numerous
fits during his sleep. Hudursa asked her to hand
the child over to him. He placed the child on his
saddle, opened the child's mouth and blew into
it three times. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
gave him his own saliva and said: "In the name
of Allah, O the servant of Allah, O Allah's
enemy, get lost". Then Huduirsa passed the child
back to the woman and told her to meet him on
his return journey at the same place and
inform him of the condition of the child. When
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa reached that
place, the woman was present there and had
three goats with her. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa enquired about the child. She
told him that by God, the child had not suffered
fits since then. She presented the three goats to
Hudursa as a giftt The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa told Hadrat Ya‘lara to dismount,
take one goat and return the other two to the
woman.>8

Hadrat Ibn-e-‘Abbasr relates that a
woman brought her child and informed him
that the child suffered from fits of hysteria at
meal times. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
rubbed his hands over the child's chest and
prayed. The child vomited profusely and a small
black snake came out of his stomach and
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scuttled away.>9

Hadrat Sa’'ib bin Yazid= relates "My
maternal aunt took me to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa and told him about my illness
and requested him to pray. Hudursa caressed
my head with his hand and prayed for me.
Hudursa then performed ablution and I drank
the remaining water as benediction.60

Sa’ib was born in the year two of Hijrah.
This incident appears to have happened when
he was five or six years old. God not only
granted him recovery with the blessings of
Hudursa's prayer, but also granted him long life
and he passed away in year eighty of Hijrah at
the age of seventy eight years.61
Hadrat Yazid bin ‘Abdullahra relates that he saw
a wound on Salamahr's shin and asked him
about it. He replied that he had received that
injury at the Battle of Khyber. The wound was
so big that everyone knew Salamahra had been
injured. He was taken to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa who prayed for him and blew
three times on him. The wound healed
immediately and it looked as if it was never
there. Only the scar remained and he never had
any pain from it.62

Hadrat ‘Amr bin Akhtabra relates that the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa stroked his face and
prayed to God for his health and good looks.
God accepted his prayer in such a way that
‘Amr was granted a long healthy life and
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children. His health was so good; at the age of
one hundred and twenty years he only had a
few grey hairs visible on his head.63

Hadrat Anas bin Malikra relates that the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's uncle Abu Talib
fell ill. Hudursawent to enquire after his health.
The uncle requested him to pray in the name of
the One, Who had ordained him. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa2 instantly prayed for his
recovery. This prayer was accepted immediately
in a miraculous manner. Abtu Talib stood up
straight away as if all the shackles had been
removed. He said: "O Muhammad surely your
Lord has ordained you and He listens to you.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa replied, "O
Uncle if you act upon His commandments, He
would surely listen to you and accept your
prayers.64

The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 prayed to
Allah for Hadrat Abt Qatadahra's success and to
bless his hair and his face. As a result of his
prayer, Abu Qatadahr enjoyed a long life. It is
narrated that at the ripe age of seventy years,
he looked like a young man of fifteen.65
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to pray a
great deal for his Companions as they were
serving the cause of Allah. These prayers for
these sincere workers sprang from the depths
of his heart and were accepted in a miraculous
way.

‘Abdullah bin ‘Atik Ansari was sent on a
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mission. On the return journey he sustained a
serious injury and his shin bone was broken.
He relates that hopping on one leg he caught
up with his companions and reached the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa. He reports, "He asked
me to stretch my foot. I put my foot in front of
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. Hudtrsa stroked
my leg and it felt as if | never had any pain in
the leg".66

Advance Tidings of Acceptance of prayers

One glorious aspect of the prayers of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's prayer was that on
receiving information from God, he used to
inform about their acceptance before hand.
Once the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa went to
Hadrat Anas bin Malika's house and rested
there for a while. He dozed off and when he
woke up, he was smiling. Umme Haramr, the
maternal aunt of Hadrat Anasr asked Hudursa
the reason for his smile. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa replied that he had been shown a
vision of some Islamic armies sailing on the
sea, who were sitting on the planks and were
travelling like kings. An idea came to Umme
Haramr and she said: "O Prophet of God, pray
that I may be included in that lucky group of
people". The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa in view
of the sentiments of this sincere and diligent
serving lady, prayed to Allah that she may be
included in the sea voyage of this Muslim army.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa dozed off again
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and on waking up described another vision. On
this Umme Haram requested the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa to pray that she may be included
in that group. Hudursa replied that you have
already been included in the first group (about
which the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa had
prayed a few moments earlier). This prayer was
fulfilled in an extraordinary and amazing
manner. God granted Umme Haram a long life
and she stayed alive till the time of Hadrat
Mu‘aviyahra's sea voyage, when an army was
sent to Cyprus. Umme Haram accompanied her
husband ‘Ubadah bin Samitra on this mission.
On her return she died on the seashore in
Syria.67

One such incident of advance tidings of
acceptance of prayers after receiving
information from God, relates to Hadrat Sa‘d
bin Abi Waqgas™. He was one of the early
Muslim converts and had migrated from
Makkah. On the occasion of the last pilgrimage,
he fell ill. It was feared that if he died in
Makkah he might lose the blessing of
migration. The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 went
to find out how he was and Hadrat Sa‘d bin Abi
Waqqasr@ expressed his apprehension before
the Holy Prophet Muhammads2 and requested
special prayers so that he should not meet his
death in Makkah, a place from where he had
migrated. His condition was so critical that he
had even made his last will regarding the
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inheritance of his property.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa prayed,
"O Allah, make the migration of my
Companions perpetual." He then gave the glad
tidings to Hadrat Sa‘dra that the prayer had
been accepted and said, "O Sa‘d, God will grant
you a long life, many people would benefit from
you and some would suffer loss from you.68

Accordingly God granted Sa‘d an
amazing recovery. He was amongst the ten
Companions whom the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa gave the glad tidings of paradise
while they were alive. He passed away in the
year fifty five Hijrah at the age of seventy. The
foundation of the victory over the mighty
Kingdom of Iran was laid down by his hand.®°
Once the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa went to
attend the call of nature. Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin
‘Abbas who was a young child at that time,
filled the spouted jug of water for him. When
Hudursa returned, he enquired as to who had
fetched the water. He was told it was Hadrat
‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbasra. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's heart was filled with
thankfulness, he held Hadrat ‘Abbasma to
himself with love and prayed, "O Allah, endow
this child with the understanding of the faith, O
Allah grant him the knowledge and deep insight
of the Book".70 This prayer was accepted and
Hadrat ‘Abbast rose to the status of a
renowned jurist and an eminent scholar. He

"z g

was named "i8V%."meaning great scholar of the
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Hadrat Jarir bin ‘Abdullahra, a
Companion of Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was
sent on the mission of demolishing the idol
temple of Dhul-Khilsah. This place of worship
was built in opposition to the Kabah and was
called Ka‘bah Yammani. Hadrat Jarirra
informed the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa that
he was not able to sit steadily on a horse. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa stroked his chest
with his hand and prayed to Allah to make
Hadrat Jarirr strong, steady, a guided one and
the one who guides others. Hadrat Jarirm
relates as a result of this prayer, he never fell
off the horse again.”!

Hadrat ‘Abdul Hamid bin Salamahr
relates that when his grandfather accepted
Islam, his wife refused to convert to Islam and
separated. The case of custody of their young
child was presented to Hudursa. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa said that the matter
would be decided according to the wishes of the
child. Naturally children are more attached to
their mothers. With his divine insight the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa could see that the child
would be better off in the custody of his father.
When given the chance the child started to walk
to his mother. The thought of the welfare of the
child motivated the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
to pray for him in the words; "O Allah guide this
child to his father". The young child, who was
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running to his mother, turned back and
embraced his father. The parents of the child
saw this spectacle of the instant acceptance of
prayer.72

Hadrat Abd Hurairahra came from Yemen
and accepted Islam in the 7th Hijrah. Once he
reported to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa that
he tended to forget the discourses which he
heard from him and requested prayers. Hudursa
told him to spread out his shawl. Hadrat Abu
Hurairahra spread his shawl. Hudursa prayed
and then put the shawl on Hadrat Abu
Hurairahra. Hadrat Abu Hurairahra stated that
after this prayer, he never forgot any Hadith. As
a result of this prayer the number of ahadith
quoted by him are far greater than those quoted
by the Companions of the earlier period.7”3
In one of the battles, Muslims were suffering
from thirst due to the lack of water. Hadrat
‘Umarra requested the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa for prayer. Hudursa prayed,
suddenly a cloud appeared and it rained so
much that all the requirement of water was
met. The cloud then dispersed.”4

Another incident of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's affection for his Companions
and prayers for them, relates to Hadrat Abu
‘Amirra, He was sent as the commander in the
Battle of Autas. Hadrat Abu Miusa ‘Ash‘arira
relates that his uncle Aba ‘Amir received a deep
wound to his knee. When the arrow was
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removed water oozed from the wound. This
deep wound proved fatal. In the last moments
of his life his uncle requested him "O my
nephew, give my Salam to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa and request him to pray for my
salvation." Saying these words he passed away.
Abt Miusaa went to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa and conveyed his uncle's
message. He related the incident to Hudursa
and requested him to pray for his uncle's
salvation. The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 on
hearing the last wish of his devoted companion
became restless. He asked for some water,
performed ablution and prayed, "O Allah forgive
Your servant Aba ‘Amir." He not only prayed for
his forgiveness, he prayed for the exaltation of
his status in the world hereafter and said "O
Allah, raise Abu ‘Amir in rank and status
above a large number of Your creation". Abu
Musara  says that seeing this Dblessed
opportunity of acceptance of prayer, he
requested the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa to
pray for him as well. Hudursa prayed, "O Allah
forgive the sins of ‘Abdullah bin Qais (Abu
Muisa Ash‘ari) and on the day of judgment
bestow an honourable status upon him.75
Another incident of prayer for the selfless
service is related to Hadrat Abu Ayyub Ansarira.
On the return journey from the Battle of
Khyber, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa married
Safiyyah, the daughter of a Jewish chief,
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Huyayy bin Akhtab. Hadrat Abu Ayyub Ansari
due to his deep love for the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa perceived some danger to his
safety. For the whole night he stood guard
outside Hudursa's tent. In the morning he
informed the Holy Prophet Muhammads2 of his
apprehensions and about his standing on
guard for the whole night. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa prayed for him instantly "O Allah,
always protect Abu Ayyub as he diligently
guarded my safety for the whole night."This
prayer was accepted. Hadrat Abt Ayyub Ansaria
enjoyed a very long life and his tomb is
preserved in Constantinople and even today is a
favourite visiting place for the general public.76
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa prayed for
his companion Sa‘dra, "O Allah, accept the
prayers of Sa‘d". This prayer elevated Hadrat
Sa‘dra to the status of a saint, whose prayers
were accepted. During the reign of Hadrat
‘Umarra he was the governor of Kuiffah. A person
named Abu Sa‘d accused him of injustice and
embezzlement. When Hadrat Sa‘dra came to
know he prayed "O Allah, if this person is a liar,
grant him a long life and a state of permanent
destitution. Deprive him of his eye sight and
make him a target of tribulations". Hadrat
Sa‘dra's prayer was accepted and this person
became a blind beggar in his old age. The street
urchins used to ridicule him. For this reason,
as long as Hadrat Sa‘dra lived people were afraid
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of his prayers against them and always hoped
for his prayers in their favour.””

Hadrat Huwairithra related that in the
OthHijrah a delegation from Tajib visited the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. Hudursa was very
happy to receive them and gave them gifts.
Afterwards he enquired if any of them had not
received a gift. They informed him that one
young man was left behind for guarding the
tents. The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 told them
to bring this young man to him. On arriving
this young man informed Hudursa that he was
the member of the same delegation, who had
just left with gifts and requested that as the
needs of his fellows had been provided for, his
wishes should be fulfilled as well. Hudurs=2
asked him about his needs. This lucky man
requested the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa to
pray for his forgiveness and Allah's mercy in
making his heart content. Hudursa gave him
gifts as he had given gifts to his friends and
also prayed for him. Next year when the people
from that tribe met the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa at the time of Hajj, Hudurs2
enquired about that young man. They informed
him that they had not seen anyone as good as
him and no one more content than he was.”8

Incidents of prayers of damnation

In contrast to the people who received
great blessings by the prayers, there were some
unfortunate people who due to callousness of
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their hearts became target of God's
chastisement as a result of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's prayers.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa always wished
for the welfare of the enemy, whether they were
the enemies, who shed his blood at Ta’if or the
ones who injured him at Uhud. He always
prayed for their guidance. Sometimes it so
happened that the enemy crossed all limits in
their animosity, and hindered him from the
worship of Allah, then the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa prayed to God to show a sign and
God granted him victory.

Once the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was
offering Salat in the Ka‘bah while Abt Jahal and
his cronies were sitting in the courtyard. One
miscreant among them suggested that some
one should fetch the womb of a she-camel
which had been slaughtered in such and such
a location and when Muhammad prostrates,
put this on his back. One wretched person,
named ‘Ugbah bin Abi Mu‘t fetched this womb
of the she-camel, which was full of filth and as
soon as the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa went
into prostration, he put this foul thing in
between his two shoulders. Hadrat ‘Abdullah
bin Mas‘dra sorrowfully relates that he was
unable to help the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
even though he witnessed the whole situation.
How he had wished that, as a gesture of
defiance he could remove this burden from the
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shoulders of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.
The leaders of Quraish were immensely
enjoying this scene of torture. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was unable to raise his head and
continued to prostrate. His daughter Hadrat
Fatimahra came and removed this heavy and
filthy burden from his back. On raising his
head the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa petitioned
God for assistance against those who hinder
him from worship and mock him and said" £
sk @de"meaning, "O Allah, You take Quraish to
task". This prayer was accepted by God and His
chastisement came on the day of Badr. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa saw their terrible
end with his own eyes when their dead bodies
littered the battle field and in the intense heat
disfiguring of their faces.” As a result of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's prayers this was
their tragic end.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa wrote a
letter to Chosroes emperor of Persia, who tore it
to bits. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa prayed
to Allah, "O Allah, break his kingdom to
smithereens".80

History bears testimony to the fact that
this prayer about this grand empire was
accepted in an amazing manner. In a few years
such upheaval occurred in this kingdom that
the emperors were killed at the hands of
internal enemies and the whole empire was
ultimately destroyed. When ‘Utbah bin Abi
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Lahab did not desist from his evil and malicious
acts, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa prayed
against him, "O Allah, make a dog overpower
him". After some time he accompanied a trade
caravan to Syria. He himself used to say that he
was scared of Muhammadsa's malediction
against him. His companions reassured him
and guarded him at night. Suddenly a wolf
appeared, took him away and devoured him.8!
Another enemy of Islam, Hakam bin Abi Al-‘As
used to mock at the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
by the motion of his head and gesticulation of
his eyes. Once the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
said, "May Allah, turn you into this state". As a
result of this prayer he suffered from shaking
palsy till his last breath. At the time of his
death it was noticed that he was still moving
his eyes.82

Another majestic sign of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's acceptance of prayer occurred
in an awe inspiring manner. A Christian from
Banu Najjar converted to Islam. He even
memorized Surah Al-Bagarah and Surah Al-e-
‘Imran and was a literate man. He started to
transcribe the revelations as well. After some
time he became a Christian again. He later
delighted the Jews by joining them. He started
to proclaim that Muhammadsa did not know
anything, it was he who wrote the revelations
for him. Consequently the Jews paid him even
more respect. It appears that there was a deep
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conspiracy in commissioning this Christian and
his becoming a Muslim. His mission was
similar to that of the Jews of T&’if, who
converted to Islam in the morning and then
renegaded in the evening. This would make
other Muslims skeptical and they, too, would
renegade. As this person was attributing the
revelation from God to himself, the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa prayed to God for a
special sign to distinguish truth from falsehood.
He prayed, "O Allah make this person a sign to
warn others". This prayer was fulfilled and this
person died soon afterwards. He was buried but
God made him a warning sign for others. The
earth rejected his dead body and threw it out.
Christians said that it was the work of
Muhammadsa and his Companions, who dug
out his dead body as a punishment for his
reverting to Christianity. They buried him again
by digging a very deep grave. The next day the
same sight met their eyes. The Christians once
again blamed the Muslims. The third time they
dug as deep a grave as they could, still the
earth rejected his dead body. It was then that
the Christians realized that it was not the act of
man. They put his body between two big rocks
and covered it with stones.83

Prayers for the Ummah

Our Holy Master and Benefactor's prayers
were so extensive that there was not even a
moment devoid of them. He prayed for those of
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his followers who were to come near the end of
the world.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa prayed for
his successors, "O Allah, treat my Khalifas with
special mercy and blessings. These are the
people who would come after me and convey my
traditions and Sunnah to the people. They
would act upon them and instruct others to act
on them."84

Whenever the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
used to send forth an expedition he would pray
for them. Mostly he would dispatch these
armies in the morning and specially pray for
them.

"3 eptl s 240
"O Allah, particularly bless the morning
journeys of my Ummah".85

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa cared for
his Ummah so much that he prayed "O Allah,
whosoever is the chief and ruler of my Ummah
and is harsh or transgresses against them, You
Yourself take revenge and treat him likewise. A
ruler or patron of my Ummah, who treats the
people kindly, You treat such a ruler kindly."86

The love which the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa had for his Ummah, is evident
from the prayers which he offered day in and
day out. When he migrated to Madinah, some
poor Muslims were left behind in Makkah. For
various reasons, they could not migrate and
continued to suffer torture in Makkah. The pain
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which the Holy Prophet Muhammads2 felt in his
heart for those poor Muslims can be guessed by
his prayers. For a long period of time he used to
pray by name for his oppressed followers in his
Tsha’ Salat.
"O Allah, deliver ‘Ayyash bin Abi Rabi‘ah
(brother of Abu Jahal) from the non
believers of Makkah. O Allah, free Walid
bin Walid from them. O Allah, save
Salmah bin Hisham from the cruelty of
the Idolators. "O Allah bestow the means
of deliverance upon all weak Muslims".
"Allah did deliver all of them from the
enemy".87

Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amrra bin Al-‘As
relates that when the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa recited the verse number 36-37
of Strah Ibrahim, which contains a prayer for
the safety of children from shirk, he prayed for
the forgiveness for the whole Ummah.

When the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa read
the Qur’anic prayer regarding forgiveness,
offered by Jesus as, "If You punish them, they
are Your servants, if You forgive them, You are
the Mighty, the Wise". (s:1199 His heart stirred
with the love for his own people, he raised his
hands and prayed, "O Allah, forgive my
Ummah, have mercy on my Ummah". He
started to cry while praying. God sent angel
Gabriel to ask why Muhammadsa was crying
(even though God knew full well the reason why
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the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was crying).
Angel Gabriel enquired and the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa told him that he was begging for
mercy for his Ummah, God's mercy stirred and
Angel Gabriel was told by God to tell
Muhammadsa that he would make him happy
about his Ummah and would not make him sad
about them.88

In brief God granted all types of signs of
acceptance of prayers to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. The parallel of these prayers for
his Ummah is not to be found anywhere. By
following the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa every pious person can partake
in the blessings of these prayers.

'Bukhari Kitabul Jumu‘ahBab Du‘a’ fis Salat min Akhiril Lail.
Tirmadhi Kitabud Da‘wat, BabMa Ja’ fi Aqditas Bih bil Yad.

3Abi Da’iud, Kitabus Salat Bab ma ja’ fi Du‘a’ Bainal Adhan wal Iqamah.
“Tirmadhi Kitabud Da‘wat, Bab fil ‘Afw wal ‘Afiyyah.

5Tuhfatudh Dhakirin by Shokani, p.42, 43.

®Abi Da’ud, Kitabus Salat, Babul Ijabah Ayatas Sa‘ah.

"Bukhari Kitabus Salat TaawihBabul ‘Amal fil Ashril Awakhir.
$Tirmadhi Kitabud Da‘wat, Bab fil ‘Afw wal ‘Afiyyah.

Tirmadhi Kitabud Da‘wat, Bab minhu.

'Bukhari Kitabud Da‘wat, Bab Fadle Dhikrullah.

"Tbne Majah, Kitabul Du‘a’, Babma Yad‘u bihi Rajulu Idha Ra’as Sihab.
"“Bukhari Kitabut Tafsir Surah FatihahBabGhairil Maghdhub alaihim.
BMuslim KitabusSalat, Babma Yuqalu fir Rukhu‘i was Sujud.

“Bukhari Kitabul Mazalim Babul Itqa’ wal Hadhr min Da‘watil Mazlum.
Muslim Kitabul Dhikr, Bab Fadlid Du‘a’ Lil Muslimin bi Zahril Ghaib.
"*Tirmadhi Kitabud Da‘wat, Bab fi Du’ain Nabiyyi.

Tirmadhi Kitabud Da‘wat, Bab Dhikru fi Da‘watil Musafir.

8 Tirmadhi Kitabul Sifatul Jannah, Babma Ja’ fi sifatul Jannah.
19Tuhfatudh Dhakirin by Shokani, p.44, 45.

»Nasa’l Kitab Manasikul Hajj Bab At-Tahlil ‘Alas Sifa.

2 Tirmadhi Kitabud Da‘wat, Bab fi Du‘a’ Yaumi ‘Arafah.

ZBukhari Kitabul Jumu‘ah Bab Fadlis Salat fi Masjid Mecca & Madinah.
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Muslim Kitabul Dhikr wa Al-Dua’ wa Al-Taubah wal Istighfar, Bab
Karahatid Du‘a.

**Abii Da’iid, Kitabul Adab, Babma Yaqulu Idha Asbaha.
“Tirmadhi Kitabud Da‘wit.

*Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, vol.5, p.243.

*"Bukhari Kitabut Tafsir Surah Bani Isra’il BabDhwriyata man Hamal na
ma‘a Nuh.

*Tirmadhi Kitabul Managqib, Bab Umr bin Al-Khattab.

*Bukhari Kitabut Tafsir Surah Rum wad Dukhan.

30 Al-Khasaisul Kubra by Siyiti, Part II, p.163.

3'Mu‘jamul Kabir by Tibrani, vol.11,p.174.

3Bukhari Kitabul Bada’ul KhalgBabDhiknul Mala’ikah.

»Nurul Yaqin fi Sirat Khatamin Nabiyyin.

**Bukhari Kitabul Maghazi&TirmadhiAbwabul Managib, Bab Manaqib
Thagqif.

*Dala’ilun Nubuwwah by Baihgi, vol.5, p.361. Musnad Ahmad bin
Hambal, vol.2, p.243.

36 Asabah fi Tamizis Sahabah under word Abii Hurairah.

37 Al-Khasaisul Kubra by Siyiti, Part II, p.167.

**Bukhari Kitabul Maghazi BabGhazwah Badr.

**Bukhari Kitabul Maghazi BabGhazwah Badr.

*“Majma‘uz Zawa’id by Haithami, vol.6, p.82.

*'Bukhari Kitabul Maghazi BabGhazwah Khandagq.

*“Siratul Halbiyyah, vol.3, p.35.

“Bukhari Kitabul Maghazi BabGhazwah Khaibar.

“Siratul Halbiyyah, vol.3, p.74.

*BukhariKitabul JihadBabHamal Zad fil Ghazwa.

*®Ash-Shifa’ by Qadi Ayaz, vol.1, p.459.

*"Bukhari Kitabul Manaqib, Bab Maqdiman Nabiwa Ashabihil Madinah.
*Bukhari Kitabul Jumu‘ahBab Istisqa’ ‘alal Mimbar.

“'Bukhari Kitabud Da‘wat, Bab Da‘watun Nabi Li Khadimah.
*°Usudul Ghabbah by Ibne Athir.

>'Bukhari Kitabul Maghazi Bab Ghazwah Uhud wa Kitabul Istigrid.
2Muslim Kitabul Ashribah ,Bab Ikramud Daif wa Fadl Itharihi.

>3 Al-Khasaisul Kubra by Siyati, Part II, p.71.

*Al-Khasaisul Kubra by Siyati, Part II, p.170.

3 Al-Khasaisul Kubra by Siyiti, Part II, p.169.

**Bukhari Kitabul JihadBab Du‘a’in NabiAn-Nas Ilal Islam.

"Ibne Majah, Kitibul Mugaddama, Bab Fadl Ali bi AbiTalib.
*¥Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, vol.4, p.170.

*Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, vol.1, p.254.

%9Bukhari Kitabul Manaqib, Bab Khatimun Nubuwwah.

®'Ikmal fi Asma’ir Rijal Lil Khatib under word Sa’ib.
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82Bukhari Kitabul Maghazi BabGhazwah Khaibar.

Tirmadhi Kitabul Managib, Bab fi Ayati Ithbat Nubuwwatin Nabi.
**Mustadrik Hakim, Kitdbud Dua’, vol.1, p.542.

% Ash-Shifa’ by Qadi Ayaz, vol.1, p.458.

®Bukhari Kitabul Maghazi BaibGhazwah Badr.

"Bukhari Kitabul JihadBab Fadl man Yusra’a fi Sabilillah.
%Bukhari Kitabul Wasaya, BibAn Yutraka warithatuhu Aghniya Khair.
% Asabah fi Tamizis Sahabah under word S ‘ad.

"Bukhari Kitabul Wud’ Bab Wad‘al Ma’i ‘Indal Khala’i.
""Bukhari Kitabul Maghazi BabGhazwah Dhil Khalsah.

Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, vol.5, p.446-447. & Al-Khasaisul Kubra by
Siyuti, Part II, p.167.

"Tirmadhi Kitabul Managib, Bib Manaqib Abi Hurairah.

™ Ash-Shifa’ by Qadi Ayaz, vol.1, p.457.

"Bukhari Kitabul Maghazi Bab Ghazwah Autas.

"%Siratul Halbiyyah, vol.3, p.44.

"7 Al-Khasaisul Kubra by Siyiti, Part II, p.165.

"8 Al-Wafa by Ibne Jauzi, p.764.

"Bukhari Kitabul Jihad Bab Du‘a’ ‘alal Mushrikin bil Hazimah.
$Bukhari Kitabul Maghazi Bab Kitabun NabillaKisra.

#!Fathul Bari by Ibne Hajr, vol.4, p.39.

82 Ash-Shifa’ by Qadi Ayaz, vol.1, p.46.

$*Muslim Kitabul Munafigin.

% Jami‘us Saghir by Siyati.

$Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, vol.3, p.416.

%Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, vol.6, p.93.

8"Bukhari Kitabud Da‘wat, Bab Du‘a’ ‘alal Mushrikin.

%¥Muslim Kitabul Iman, Bab Du‘a’in Nabiyyi Li Ummatihi.
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Chapter 9

Dreams, visions and prophecies of
the Truthful Communicator

Dreams reflect the innermost state of a
person. In understanding the character of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa with this reference
we must realize, firstly, the dreams and visions
play an important role, secondly, the
endowment of glad tidings through visions and
dreams and man's communication with God
indicate his Divine love, and thirdly, the
fulfilment of the dreams or visions relating to
the future is a sign of the truthfulness of that
person. God says about Himself, "He is the
Knower of the unseen, and He reveals not His
secrets to anyone, except to a Messenger of His,
whom He chooses".(72:277 The expression of the
unseen is dreams and visions. At another place
the Holy Qur’an says, "And it is not for man
that Allah should speak to him except by direct
revelation or from behind a veil or by sending a
messenger to reveal by His command what He
pleases. Surely, He is High, Wise". 42:52)

Another principle of the dreams and
visions seems to be that some prophecies are
fulfilled in the lives of the Prophets and some
after their demise. God says; "And whether We
make you see the fulfilment of some of the
things with which We threaten them or whether
We make you die, it makes little difference, for

190



Muhammads? The Perfect Man

on you lies only the delivery of the Message,
and on Us the reckoning.(13:41)

Our Holy Prophet Muhammads?, the Chief
of the Prophets was conferred with the titles of
‘Bashir and Nadhir’. He was granted the
knowledge of the details of Qur’anic glad tidings
and admonitions through dreams and visions.
He was given the information regarding all the
events which were to happen till Doomsday in
his Ummah. Once he said about the vision
shown to him during Salat offered at the time of
the solar eclipse, "I have been shown on this
very place and at this moment of time, all the
future events which were promised to you". He
was shown the scenes of heaven and hell. In
this manifest and outstanding vision some of
the bounties shown to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa seemed so real, that he stepped
forward to get them and seeing the intensity of
the heat of hell, he stepped back.!

Some of the dreams and visions of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa which were of a
diverse nature and some other events are
mentioned here.

The dreams fulfilled in the lifetime of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad®*

The first category of the dreams and
visions include the ones, which were fulfilled
manifestly and exactly as they were revealed.
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Dream of marrying Hadrat ‘A’ishah™

Before marriage to Hadrat ‘A’ishahra the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was shown a
picture of her and told that she was his wife.
Apparently it seemed impossible as Hadrat
‘Aishahra was engaged to someone else and the
difference between the age of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa and her age was more than forty
years. In spite of the total trust in this advance
information about the future, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa acted with utmost caution in
interpreting this dream. He said, "If God wishes
to fulfill this dream in its apparent form, He
Himself would provide the means."2

Despite the unfavourable circumstances
God fulfilled this dream in an extraordinary
manner. Jubair bin Mutim's engagement to
Hadrat ‘A’ishahra ended and young ‘A’ishahra
was married to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
and thus granted the title of Ummul-Mu’minin.

Prophecy of victory of Badr during the
Makkan period

Amongst other prophecies, there was a
prophecy of victory at Badr. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was still in Makkah, Muslims
were very weak and were a target of torture and
cruelty. On one hand the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa advised patience by relating the
stories of the sacrifices of the earlier nations
and on the other hand, the newly revealed signs
of God, endowed the Muslims with strength and
192



Muhammads? The Perfect Man

certainty of faith. An example of such a sign is
the miracle of the splitting of the moon. The
Moon was the emblem of Arab governments and
splitting it in two pieces graphically indicated
that the Quraish rule was going to be reduced
to smithereens. Their national unity would be
torn apart. In Surah Al-Qamar_gzs kdi i
351.54:46)"The hosts shall soon be routed and will
turn their backs in flight," the clear declaration
of the defeat of a large opposing enemy of
unbelievers confronting the Muslims is
mentioned.

In this period of weakness, this prophecy
could have been labelled by the enemy as a
madman's boast. They used to call the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa a conjuror and a
madman. Then God fulfilled these promises in
such an astounding fashion that the people of
Makkah were aghast.

Confirming this advance promise of
victory, God says in the Holy Qur’an, iz 283533
(PR} AT, (8:8) meaning: "And remember the
time when Allah promised you one of the two
parties that it should be yours."

When at Badr the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa saw a large, well equipped army
and not the trade caravan which he expected to
see, he was naturally worried about the
situation. This army was bent upon destroying
the weak unarmed Muslims. He feared Allah's
attribute of being Independent and realizing his
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own army's weakness, he prayed anxiously. He
was praying to God in the name of His promises
of victory. He was beseeching God with such
fervour that his shawl kept falling from his
shoulders.

He was busy beseeching his God, "O
Allah, in the name of Your promises and
assurance, grant us victory. O Allah, if You
destroy this group of Muslims, who would
worship You".

Hadrat Abu Bakrra held his hand and
requested him to stop. Then the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa stood up. He was reciting this
verse: 581 555441 4722, 5446) Meaning, "The hosts
shall soon be routed and will turn their backs
in flight". 3 He remembered Allah's advance
promise of victory and was comforting the
Muslims. So in spite of adverse circumstances,
God granted amazing victory to the Muslim
army. A handful of pebbles thrown by the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa became a fierce storm
and forced the enemy to retreat.

Prophecy of the destruction of chiefs of
Quraish

The destruction of the chiefs of Quraish
was shown to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa in
a vision. Hadrat Anasm relates that they were
traveling with Hadrat ‘Umarr during a journey
from Makkah to Madinah, when he told them
that a day before the battle of Badr the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa showed them the spots
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where the nonbelievers would meet their death.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa pointed out
various places and mentioned the names of the
chiefs of Makkah. Hadrat ‘Umarr said that the
Makkans died at the very same places which
the Holy Prophet Muhammads2 had pointed out
a day before. Hadrat Umarra addressing the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said, "In the name
of the Being Who has ordained you, there was
not even the slightest change in the places
where Quraish chiefs met their death."4

Twenty four Makkan chiefs were killed at
Badr. Their bodies were dumped in a pit. On
the third day while leaving Badr, the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 standing at the edge of
that pit, called out the names of the chiefs of
Quraish along with the names of their fathers.
He was saying, "O the son of so and so, would
you have been pleased if you had obeyed God
and His Messenger? We have found the
promises of our Lord true. Have you found the
promises made by your gods true? "Hadrat
‘Umarra said, "O Prophet of Allah, you are
addressing their lifeless bodies". The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa replied, "In the name of
the Being in Whose hand is the Ilife of
Muhammad, these dead bodies are
understanding my words more than you do
(meaning that they have received the
retribution of their crimes).">
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The prophecy of migration from and
return to Makkah

In the Holy Qur’an in the beginning of
Sturah Al-Qasas which was revealed in Makkah,
there is narration about Hadrat Musass's life
history and his migration. In the end, there is a
prophecy of migration of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, who resembles Hadrat Miusaas
and his return to Makkah, God Almighty says,
ses 3L SIS i) @t 558 il ). 08:86)'Most surely He
Who had made the teaching of Qur’an binding
on you, will bring you back to your place of
return.”

The state of affairs in which this prophecy
of migration from Makkah and ultimate return
to it was revealed, made it look apparently
impossible. Even a few days before the victory
of Makkah, it could not be imagined that the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa would enter
Makkah in such glory. This prophecy was
fulfilled in an amazing manner within eight
years.

Prophecy of the destruction of the
emperor of Persia

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa invited
the emperor of Persia to Islam in a letter. The
emperor insolently tore the letter. When the
Holy Prophet Muhammads2a came to know of
this, he prayed for the destruction of his
kingdom. In a miraculous manner this great
empire of the time was broken to pieces and its
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cruel and despotic ruler became a sign of the
truth of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.

The details of this event are that the
emperor felt insulted by the letter inviting him
to Islam. He ordered Bazan, the ruler of Yemen
to send two strong men to arrest this Arabian
Prophet and present him to his court. Bazan
sent two men with a letter addressed to the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa to accompany these
two men to the court of the emperor of Persia.
Bazan told Babweih to talk to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa himself and inform him of the
whole situation. These two men went to Ta'if
and enquired about the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. They were informed that he was
in Madinah. People of Ta’if were overjoyed that
the emperor of Persia was against the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa and would take him to
task. These messengers reached Madinah.
Babweih talked to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa and told him that the emperor
has ordered Bazan, the ruler of Yemen to arrest
him and take him to his court. He further said
that he had been sent by Bazan and if the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2a accompanied him, he
would write a letter on his behalf and no harm
would come to him. But if he refused to go with
them, he knew full well that this would result
in his and his people's destruction. In fact it
would be the ruination of his country.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa told the
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envoys to come back in the morning. Alldh
informed the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa that
Shirawaih; emperor's son had murdered his
father and had taken over the Kingdom on such
and such date in such a month. Next day when
the envoys returned the Holy Prophet
Muhammads?2, he told them that his Lord had
killed their lord on the night of such a date and
the month and the emperor's son Shirawaih
had taken over the country.

They  warned the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa that he should be very careful
about his statement as severe punishments
were awarded for even uttering trivial things.
They asked if it should be reported to the
emperor. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
replied in an awe-inspiring manner, "Report
this to him and give him my message that my
faith and my dominance will prevail over your
country, Iran. If you accept Islam, your
country, will be given to you and you will rule
over it."

When this was reported to Bazan, he said,
"It is not the discourse of a ruler, this person
appears to be a Prophet. Whatever he has said,
let us wait and see if it comes true. If it is
proved true, then surely he is a Messenger of
God. On the other hand if it is proved false then
we would decide the course of action to be
taken. After a short period of time, Bazan
received a letter from the new emporer. This
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letter stated that he had killed Kisra for the
sake of the welfare of the country Iran, as he
used to murder and imprison the noble men
and chiefs of the empire. The new emperor
Shirawaih advised Bazan to take allegiance in
his name from the public, also cancel the
orders for the arrest of this man in Arabia and
wait for further orders.

Reading the letter of the son of Kisr3,
Bazan exclaimed that this man in Arabia is a
Prophet of God. He immediately accepted Islam
and many Iranians living in Yemen also became
Muslims.6

News of the murder of Aswad ‘Ansi

Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umarra relates that
God gave the news of the murder of Aswad
‘Ansi to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa during
the night. Next morning he informed us that
Aswad ‘Ansi has been murdered during the
night by a blessed person. When asked about
his identity, Hudurs2 said that this person was
Fairtiz ban Fairtz.”

Fulfilment of Dreams, which require
Interpretation

The other type of the dreams are those
which are not fulfilled literally. They need
interpretation. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
was given the knowledge of the correct
interpretation prior to the events happening
and he would inform his Companions the exact
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details of the event which was to take place in
the future. The fulfilment of such dreams
testified the truthfulness of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa.

Prophecy regarding the appearance of
false Prophets

After the last pilgrimage (Hajjat-ul-Wida))
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa told his
Companions about his dream regarding two
false claimants of prophethood. He said, "I was
asleep when the treasures of the earth were
given to me. I saw two gold bracelets in my
hands. This weighed heavily on my heart and
these two bracelets became a source of unease
for me. Then I was told in a revelation to blow
on them. I blew and these bracelets flew away. I
interpreted this dream as the appearance of two
false claimants of prophethood and I am in
between the two. One is from San‘d’ (Aswad
‘Ansi) and the other is resident of Yemen
Musailmah Kadhdhab."8

This dream was fulfilled in the lifetime of
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. Aswad ‘Ansi
died during Hudursa's lifetime. Musailmah died
after the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's demise.

Dream about the Khilafat of Abu Bakr™
and ‘Umar™

Like other Prophets of God, the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa was worried about the
continuation and establishment of his mission.
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God removed this worry with a dream in which
an indication of Hadrat Abu Bakrra's short
period of Khilafat and Hadrat ‘Umarra's splendid
reign, full of victories, was shown to him. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said, "l saw in a
dream that I am drawing water from a well for
black coloured sheep. There are some brown
sheep as well. In the meantime Abt Bakrra came
and he drew one or two buckets of water. There
appears to be some weakness in his drawing of
the buckets. Then ‘Umarr came and drew a full
bucket of water and this water satiated all the
people and all the sheep had their fill. I have
not seen such a perfect and courageous young
man who possesses as much strength as
‘Umarra."9

This dream was fulfilled magnificently.
During the Khilafat of Hadrat ‘Umarra
foundation of great victories was laid and
significant conquests took place.

Conquest of Iran and prophecy about
Suraqa bin Ma’lik

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
prophecy about Suragah bin Malik was fulfilled
magnificently. He had pursued the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa during his migration
journey, in order to claim the reward of one
hundred camels.

Hadrat Abt Bakrr relating the migration
said, "Among the people pursuing us, only
Suraqgah bin Malik was able to catch up with
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us. He was riding his horse. I said to the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa that he was here to catch
us. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa replied,
‘Fear not Abu Bakr, Allah is with us’. When
Suragah came near, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa prayed to God, ‘O Allah, You be
sufficient for us against him.” Suddenly the
front two legs of his horse sank into the sand.
Suraqah said that he knew it was the result of
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's prayers and
requested him to pray for the deliverance from
this disaster. He further took an oath in the
name of Allah that he would not inform other
groups who were pursuing them of their
whereabouts. He offered his arrow as a token of
his promise. He added that his flock of sheeps
and his herd of camels were at such a place
and they were free to take what they needed
from them. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
replied that he did not need anything and then
prayed for him and the legs of his horse came
out of the sand."10

On Suraqgah's request the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa had a statement written for his
security. When Suragah was turning to go back
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said, "O
Suraqah; what would you feel when you would
wear the bracelets of Kisra (the emperor of
Persia)". Suraqah replied in astonishment, "You
mean Kisrd bin Hurmuz"? The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa answered, "Yes, the bracelets of
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Kisra bin Hurmuz."

The magnitude and splendor of this
prophecy made by an apparently weak person
who was fleeing from his blood thirsty enemies,
defies imagination. This prophecy referred not
only to the bracelets being given to Suraqah, it
also contained the great news of Persia being
conquered and its treasures coming into the
hands of Muslims. This Prophecy made at the
time of such deprivation was fulfilled in a
magnificent manner.

Suraqah accepted Islam at Ji‘rranah after
the victory of Makkah. During the Khilafat of
Hadrat ‘Umarra, the bracelets and crown of
Kisra were brought to his court. Hadrat ‘Umarra
summoned Suraqah and asked him to hold out
his hands. Then he put these bracelets on
Suragah's wrists and said, "O Suraqah, all
praise belongs to Allah, who seized these
bracelets from Kisra and put them on
Suraqah's wrists. It was the same Kisra who
used to boast that he was the master of the
people".11

Prophecy regarding naval victories of the
Muslims

A grand vision of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was regarding the naval battles of
the Muslim forces. During his life in Madinah,
when no means of naval battles were available,
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was given the
tidings of naval victories.
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Hadrat Umme Haram™ binte Milhan
relates, "The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was
sleeping in our house. Suddenly he woke up
and was smiling. When I enquired the cause of
his smile, he said, 'some people of my Ummah
were shown to me, while fighting in the way of
Allah would sail on the oceans like kings sitting
on the thrones'. Umme Haramr says she
requested the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa to
pray that she be included in that group. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa prayed for her wish
to be fulfilled. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
dozed off again. He woke up the second time
with a smile on his face. On enquiry by Umme
Haramra, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said, 1
have been shown another group of my Ummabh,
who would sail on the oceans like kings sitting
on the thrones when they would set out for
Jihad in the path of Allah’. Umme Haramra
again requested to be included in that group.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa replied, "You
would be part of the first group of people and
would not be included in the second group".
Hadrat Anasr reports that Umme Haramr was
among the people who sailed on the seas. She
died on her return by falling from a horse.12

This prophecy contained a reference to
the naval voyage to Crete. During the Khilafat
of Hadrat ‘Uthmanra Hadrat Mu‘aviyah was the
governor of Syria and God gave him the
capability to build the first grand naval fleet for

204



Muhammads? The Perfect Man

Muslims. Before this time the Muslims did not
even own a boat. During the Khilafat of Hadrat
‘Uthmanra, Hadrat Mu‘aviyah took the naval
command of the Muslim armies and set off for
the island of Crete. This was the first naval
Jihad in Islamic history. As a result, Crete was
conquered and the foundations of future naval
victories were laid. In this way the words of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa that Islam would be
victorious, its message would reach across the
oceans and the mounted Muslim battalions
would cleave the oceans were fulfilled.!3

This prophecy was so splendidly fulfilled
that in the time of Roman and Persian naval
domination, the Muslims asserted their
superiority. Under the command of ‘Abdullah
bin Sa‘d bin Abi Sarah the Muslim naval fleet
established the supremacy of Islamic regime in
the waters of the Mediterranean sea. After the
conquest of Crete, the Muslim armies on one
hand reached the lands across the Black sea
and the Red sea and on the other hand Muslim
victories crossed the Mediterranean and
conquered the island of Raus Saqaliyyah and
Constantinople. Their third adventure was led
by Tariq bin Ziyad, the conqueror of Spain. He
sailed across the Mediterranean and on
reaching Gibraltar; he burnt his boats without
caring for the consequences. On the fourth
adventure, Muhammad bin Qasim sailed across
the Arabian and Indian Ocean. Thus the
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Muslims imprinted memorable mark of success
in naval expertise, industry and skill in sailing,
till the end of time. New seaports were built,
ship building yards were set up, the naval
routes were established and the science of
oceanography was developed. The same
Muslims who were afraid of the waters, ruled
over them. The dream of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was fulfilled in a magnificent
manner.

Dreams requiring interpretation and their
fulfilment in another form

The third form of the dreams is that their
fulfilment does not happen exactly according to
the interpretation understood at the time of the
dream. These dreams came true in a better
form by God's decree. For example the Truce of
Hudaibiyah.

During their stay in Madinah, the
Muslims were in a state of war with the
Makkans and were not permitted to perform
Hajj or Umrah. God showed the Holy Prophet
Muhammads2 in a dream that he was circuiting
the Ka‘bah with his Companions in total peace.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa interpreted the
dream literally and set out for ‘Umrah with
fourteen hundred Companions. He was unable
to perform ‘Umrah due to profound hidden
Divine wisdom and intent and performed
‘Umrah a year later after the truce of
Hudaibiyah. As a blessing of the truce of
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Hudaibiyah, God gave Muslims the great tidings
of the victory of Khyber and Makkah was
conquered as a blessed reward of this truce.

If this dream had been fulfilled literally
and the Muslim were able to perform Umrah
that year, the blessings which resulted from
this truce would have been lost. In the Holy
Qur’an this truce has been called a Manifest
victory.14

The dream about the migration to
Madinah was of a similar nature. The true
interpretation became clear later on. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa was shown an area with
palm trees as his land of intended migration.
Hudursa interpreted it as the area of Yamamah
or Hajr. Later on it turned out to be 'Yathrab',
'Madinatur Rasul'.15

The concealment of the name of the place
in the dream had this deep wisdom that its
revelation might have proved dangerous.

Divulgence of interpretation after the
fulfilment of the dream

Interpretation of some of the dreams is
not clear at the time of the dream but is
properly understood later on, when the dream
is fulfilled. The wisdom in this delay seems to
be that when the actual event takes place, man
experiences peace of heart in perceiving the
inherent Divine intent in that affair. An
example of such a dream is that the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa was shown in a dream
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before the Battle of Uhud that he was
slaughtering some cows. He also saw that while
wielding the sword, the front part of the sword
broke off. The interpretation of this dream was
not clear. Later on the message inherent in it
became clear that it was an indication of the
great sacrifice of the martyrdom of seventy
Companions and injury to Hudursa himself and
loss of his teeth.16

Fulfilment of a dream in the successor or
the children

Some dreams are fulfilled in the person of
the successors, followers, or the children of the
person seeing the dream.

An exceptionally important and
stupendous vision was shown to the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 at the time of the terrible
trial of the Battle of Ahzab. On one hand the
Muslims of Madinah were busy in digging a
trench to defend themselves from the attack by
the Makkans and on the other hand they were
experiencing famine. Hadrat Jabirr states that
the Holy Prophet Muhammads2a was busy in
digging the trench with his Companions. They
had not eaten for three days. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa himself had strapped two stones
on his stomach to relieve the pangs of hunger.17

Hadrat Bra’ bin ‘Azibra relates more
details of this event. He says that the
Companions reported to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa that one hard rock could not be
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broken. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
pronounced Allah's name and struck the rock
with his pickaxe. The rock broke and one big
chunk of it fell off. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa raised the slogan of "Allah-o-
Akbar" and said, "The keys of the country of
Syria have been given to me. By God, I am
seeing the red coloured palaces of this country".
Then he proclaimed Allah's name and stuck the
rock again. Another part of the rock fell off. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa raised the slogan of
"Allah-o-Akbar" and said, "l have been given the
keys of Persia, and I take oath of Allah that I
am seeing Mada’in and its white palaces with
my eyes." The third time he struck the rock
after pronouncing the name of Allah. The whole
of the rock broke to pieces. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa raised the slogan of "Allah-o-
Akbar" the third time and said, "The keys of
Yemen have been given to me and by God I am
seeing the palaces of San‘a’ from here".18

This grand vision indicated the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa and his Companion's
strong faith and conviction. They were starving
and were dreading the enemy attack. In this
state of fear and danger they were digging the
trench to defend themselves. How firmly they
believed in the Divine promises, that in that
state of destitution, they raised slogans of the
Unity of God at the news of the victory over the
two greatest powers of that time. They had deep
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faith that these apparently impossible
achievements would be secured one day.

Praise be to Allah, during the Khilafat of
Hadrat Abu Bakrra these victories started to
take place. Hadrat Khalid bin Walida and
Hadrat Abu‘Ubaidahr led the Muslim armies
and total victory over Syria was achieved in the
time of Hadrat ‘Umarra. Hadrat Sa‘d bin Abi
Waqqgqasr™ commanded the Muslim armies which
conquered Persia. Thus in the short period of a
few years, the two great powers of that time,
Roman and Persian, were vanquished by these
starving yet determined Muslims.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was
shown these visions with such clarity that
human understanding fails to accept it. The
detailed narration of a vision, by Khuraim bin
Ausra was amazing and its fulfilment even more
splendid. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said,
"The white palaces of Hirah were brought before
me and [ saw the Princess Shima’ daughter of
Nafilah Azdiah, wearing a black veil was riding
a red mule". In view of the certainty of the
prophecy, Khuraim enquired form the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa, "O prophet of God, if we
ride victoriously into Hirah and find the
Princess Shima’as you have described, would
the Princess be mine?" The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa replied, "Yes, she would be
yours".

Besides the victory over Hirah, this
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prophecy contains the news that Khuraim and
Princess Shima’ would be alive at that time.
Khuraim relates, "During the reign of Hadrat
Abu Bakrra, when we conquered Hirah, we saw
the scene exactly as the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa had told us. Shima’wearing a veil
was coming towards us riding on a mule. I
clung to the mule and claimed that the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa had given the Princess as
a gift to me. The commander of the army Khalid
bin Walidra called me over and asked me to
provide the proof of my claim. I presented
Muhammad bin Maslamahra and Muhammad
bin Bashir Ansarira as my witnesses. This was
accepted and Shima’'was handed over to me.
Her brother came to me for negotiating some
agreement and asked me to sell her back to
him. I told him that I would not accept less
than one thousand dirhams. He immediately
paid me this sum and I returned Shima’to him.
My companions said to me afterwards that if |
had demanded ten thousand dirhams, he
would have given them to you. Why did you
demand only one thousand? I replied that I do
not even know how to count more than one
thousand".1?

Hadrat Abu Hurairahra who witnessed the
fulfilment of this dream and seeing these
victories, used to say that the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa had said, "The keys of the
treasurers of the world were given to me. It was
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as if I held the keys in my hands". Hadrat Abua
Hurairahra also used to say "The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa has passed away, now you are
benefiting from these treasures."20

The dreams, visions and the prophecies of
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa were fulfilled in
various forms according to the wisdom and will
of God Almighty. Today these events strengthen
our belief and assure us that God's promises of
the second ascendancy of Islam would certainly
be fulfilled. These promises were made to us
through the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. While
mentioning the fortunate groups of the latter
days, the Holy Prophet Muhammads2 said, "God
has protected two groups of my Ummah from
the fire, one who would do Jihad with India and
the other party is the one who would be with
Jesus son of Mary".21

The first part of this prophecy was
magnificently fulfilled when Muhammad bin
Qasim laid the path of victory over India by
conquering Sindh. He delivered the people of
Sindh from the cruel rulers by establishing the
rule of law and justice. He won over the hearts
of the people of Sindh with his noble character
and high standard of values and consequently
Islam started to spread in that part of the
world.

The second part of the prophecy is related
to the latter days. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa said, "God showed me that the
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earth was rolled up for me to such an extent
that the eastern and the western outlying
borders were before me. I have been told that
the rule of my Ummah would extend to those
corners of the earth which were shown to me
and [ was given two treasures, one red treasure
(meaning gold) and the other white treasure
(meaning silver)".22
Regarding the second ascendancy of

Islam, the Holy Prophet Muhammads2 said,
"God would not leave any house of mud or of
bricks from the penetration of Islam. Every
believer should have firm faith in God's
promises. The following verse conveys this
meaning;:

"If He proclaims that He certainly

intends to do such a thing, surely it

happens, this 1is the meaning of

Divinity."

"Bukhari Kitabul Jumu‘ah, Bab Idha Fataltud Dabbah fisSalat.

*Bukhari Kitabul Nikah, Bab Al-Ibkar.

3Bukhari Kitabut Tafsir, Bab Sayuhzamul Jam‘u wa Yuwallunad Dubar.
*Muslim Kitabul Jannah wa Sifate Na‘imiha, Bab ‘Ard Maq‘adil Mayyit
minal Jannah.

’Bukhari Kitabul Maghazi, Bab Qattle Abi Jahl.

®Tarikhul Umam wal Mulik by Tabri.

"Kanzul ‘Ummal, Hadith No.37472.

8Bukhari Kitabul Ta‘bir Ar-Ru‘ya, Bab Al-Nafkh fil Manam.

’Bukhari Kitabul Manaqib, Bab Managibe ‘Umar.

Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, vol.1, p.2.

"'Siratul Halbiyyah, vol.2,p.45.

""Bukhari Kitabul Jihad, Bab Ad-Du‘a’ bil Jihad wash Shahadah Lir Rijal
wan Nisa’.

BKanzul ‘Ummal, vol.10, p.212.

“Bukhari Kitabut Tafsir Suratul Fatha.
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"SBukhari Kitabul Manaqib, Bab Hijratun Nabi Ilal Medina.
"“Bukhari Kitabul Maghazi, Bab Ghazwah Uhud.

""Bukhari Kitabul Maghazi, Bab Ghazwah Khandaq wa hiyal Ahzab.
®Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, vol.4, p.303.

Dala’ilum Nubuwwah by Abi Na‘im, vol.2, p.692.

20Bykhari Kitabut Ta‘bir, Bab Ru’ya Al-Lail.

*'Nasa’i Kitabul Jihad, Bab Ghazwatil Hind.

Muslim Kitabul Fitn wa Ishratus Sa‘ah, Bab Halaka Hadhihil Ummah.
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Chapter 10

The Holy Prophet Muhammads<+'s
Sublime Fidelity

The most important building blocks of the
human character are truthfulness, reliability
and honesty. The truthfulness of the inner self
reflects in one's character, discourse and even
on the face of a truthful person. That is why
God Almighty has declared fidelity a sign of
truth of His Prophets and Messengers.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa addressed
the Makkans with these words of the Holy
Qur’an:

"Say, If Allah had so willed, I should not
have recited it to you nor would He have
made it known to you. I have indeed
lived among you a whole lifetime before
this. Will you not then understand?"(10:17)

In this verse, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's life before his proclamation of
prophethood has been presented as a proof of
his truthfulness with the inference that a
person who had not told a lie in his childhood
or youth, could never forge a lie against God,
when he is nearing his old age. Surely
truthfulness is the basic and cogent proof to
establish the wvalidity of a claimant of
prophethood. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
fulfills this criterion perfectly.

He was the one who was known as trust-
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worthy by friends and foes since his youth. His
name had become synonymous with truth as
he never ever told a lie. Even his enemies
testified to his truthfulness before his
proclamation of prophethood. Few such
instances are quoted here as a testimony to this
fact. The intimacy between husband and wife
has been correctly described in the Holy Qur’an
as each other's garment.e:188) There is no-one
closer to a man than his wife who can better
testify to his character.

Testimony of the Holy Wives of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad®*

When the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
returned home in an agitated state after the
first revelation, the words of solace spoken by
Hadrat Khadijahra were a grand testimony of
his truthfulness. She mentioned this important
aspect of his character that he always spoke
the truth, hence God would never destroy him.!

Hadrat ‘A’ishahra testified to the Holy
Prophet Muhammads?a's character in the words
that his character was the Qur’an. The basis of
Qur’an and Islam is the truth.

In another tradition, Hadrat ‘A’ishahra
said that the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa did
not detest anything more than a lie. Whenever
he found out this frailty in a person, he
alienated himself from that person until he
knew that the person had renunciated that
habit.2
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The Testimony of the relatives

When the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was
commanded by God to preach to his near
relatives, he went up Mount Safa and called
the tribe of Quraish by name. When they all
gathered round, he said, "If I tell you that
behind this hill there is an army ready to attack
you, would you believe me?" Without any
hesitation they said, "Yes, we have never heard
a lie from you before, you always tell the truth".
But when he invited them to the One God, his
uncle said, "Woe to you, did you gather us all
here, just for this?".3

The wisdom in presenting the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's life before the
proclamation of prophethood as a proof of his
truthfulness is that after the declaration of
Prophethood, the people who testified to his
truth, became his enemies.

Abu Talib's testimony

Once a delegation of Quraish came to the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's uncle Abu Talib to
complain against him. Abti Talib called the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa and advised him to
comply with their demands. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa replied to Quraish in the words,
"Even if you people bring a bright flame from
the sun to me, I am not going to forsake my
mission". At this Abti Talib under an oath in the
name of God told the Quraish that he had never
found his nephew, the Holy Prophet
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Muhammadsa a liar. And that he was true to
what he professed and would adhere to it. He
told the Quraish that he could not help them at
all.4

Abt Talib's second testimony belongs to
the period of Sheb-e-Abi Talib. In the third year
of siege, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa on
receiving information from God, told Abu Talib
that the written statement of boycott from Bant
Hashim which they had hung in the Ka‘bah,
had been eaten up by termites except the word
‘Allah’. Abu Talib had such strong faith in the
words of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, he
told his brethren that by God, Muhammad had
never ever told a lie and whatever he was
saying was true. So they together went to the
chiefs of Quraish. He told them in clear words
that his nephew had told him that the termites
had eaten the parchment on which the
agreement was written and asked them to go
and check as his nephew had never told a lie.
He said, "If this turns out to be true, then you
would have to change your decision regarding
the boycott. If he is proved wrong, then I will
turn him into your hands and you can do
whatever you like with him. You can kill him or
spare his life.It is your choice". The Quraish
agreed to this proposal. When they checked the
agreement, they found out that exactly in
accordance with the utterance of the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa, the whole parchment
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had been destroyed by termites and only the
word, ‘Allah’ was intact. At this the Quraish
chiefs had to abandon the siege.5

Testimony of Khuzaimah bin Hakim
Salami

Khuzaimah was from the in-laws of
Hadrat Khadijahra. He accompanied Hudursa to
Syria on a business trip for Hadrat Khadijahra
before Hudursa's advent as a Prophet.
Observing the high moral qualities of the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa, he exclaimed
spontaneously, "O Muhammad, I see excellent
and magnificent qualities in you and I bear
witness that you are the same Prophet who was
to appear in Tahamah and [ believe in you
now'. He promised that whenever he would
hear of claim of a prophethood, he would come
and see Hudursa. This promise could not be
fulfilled immediately after the proclamation and
he accepted Islam after the victory of Makkah.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa told his
Companions tosay at his arrival, "Welcome the
first migrant."®

Testimony of a Friend

Hadrat Abt Bakrra was the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's friend since his childhood.
When he heard the proclamation of
Prophethood, he did not ask for any proof even
though the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa tried to
give him proofs of his claim. Throughout his
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life, he had observed the truthfulness of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.”

The character of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was a witness to his truthfulness.
His forehead was illuminated with this light of
truth which Hadrat Abu Bakrra recognized.

Testimony of the Worst Enemy, Abu Jahal

The fact is that not only the friends and
strangers but the worst enemies were also
compelled to acknowledge the veracity of the
‘Truthful Person’. There was no greater enemy
than Abu Jahal. He used to say publicly to the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa that he did not
consider him a liar, he only rejected the
teachings he had brought.8

Testimony of Abu Sufyan, an enemy of
Islam

The other great enemy of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was Abt Sufyan. Herqal the
emperor of Rome, questioned Abu Sufyan
whether he had ever blamed this claimant of
Prophethood of telling lies in his earlier life.
Abu Sufyan replied, "Never ever any such blame
was levelled against him". The wise emperor
commenting on this statement, remarked, "It is
not possible that a person who had never ever
lied to people, should start lying about God".?

Testimony of Nadr bin Harith, a blood
thirsty foe

Nadr bin Harith was a blood thirsty
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enemy of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa and
was implicated in the Darun Nadwah plot to kill
Hudursa. In that meeting someone suggested
that they should publicize that Muhammad was
a liar. Nadr bin Harith could not refrain himself
from proclaiming, "Muhammad has grown up
amongst you, his character was enviable. He is
the most truthful amongst you and most
trustworthy of all. Now when he has reached
his middle age and has started to preach his
faith, you call him a liar. By God no one would
believe you if you call him a liar. He is not at all
a liar."10

Testimony of Umayyah bin Khalf, an
enemy of Islam

When Umayyah bin Khalf heard the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's prophecy of his
destruction through his old friend since the day
of unenlightenment, Hadrat Sa‘d bin Mu‘adhra,
he cried out involuntarily, "By God whenever
Muhammad speaks, he never lies".1!

Testimony of Umayyah's Wife

When Hadrat Sa‘d bin Mu‘adhra Ansari
told the wife of Umayyah, chief of Quraish
about the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa prophecy
that her husband would be destroyed,she
spontaneously exclaimed, "By God Muhammad
never lies". Remembering this she tried to stop
her husband from accompanying Abu Jahal for
the battle of Badr. She reminded him of what
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his brother from Madinah had told him. But
Abu Jahal insisted on his accompanying him.
Umayyah was killed in the battle of Badr and
thus the prophecy made by the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was fulfilled.12

Testimony of ‘Utbah, chief of Quraish

Once Quraish sent Utbah as their
representative to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. He asked the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, "Why do you revile our deities
and proclaim that our ancestors had gone
astray? We can fulfil all your wishes, only if you
refrain from doing this". Hudursa listened
calmly and patiently. When he had finished, the
Holy Prophet Muhammads2 recited some verses
of Strah Ha Mim. When he recited the verse in
which the punishment of ‘Ad and Thamud was
mentioned, ‘Utbah stopped the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa and left in fear. When he
returned to Quraish he told them, "You know
when Muhammad says something, he never
lies. I am fearful lest the punishment which he
admonishes you with, should overtake you". All
the chiefs fell silent.13 This silence of the chiefs
was a testimony to the fact that Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was truthful and upright.

Testimony of the Jewish Scholar

The Muslims and Jewish tribe Banu
Quraizah, both had agreed to cooperate
mutually. During the Battle of Ahzab, the chief
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of Bant Nadir tribe Huyayy bin Akhtab
approached the chief of Bant Quraizah tribe
Kab bin Asad and instigated him to aid the
Quraish by violating the agreement with
Muslims. He wanted to defeat the Muslims by
this plan. Ka‘b bin Asad, the enemy of Muslims
replied, "You demonstrate ignominy while
Muhammadas manifests the truth."

‘Abdullahra bin Salam was a great Jewish
scholar of Madinah. He narrated an incident
which happened before his acceptance of Islam.
When the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa reached
Madinah after migrating from Makkah, he was
amongst the people watching Hudursa with
passionate love. He saw the Holy Prophet
Muhammads?a's radiant face and realized that a
liar could never have such a face.14

H.G. Wells has written testifying the truth
and the honesty of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. He writes:

"This is a categorical proof of the truth of
Muhammad, that people related to him,
believed in him. These people were aware
of his secrets and character. If they had
the slightest doubt of his truthfulness,
they would never have believed in him."15

The consensus on the opinion of relatives,
friends, foes and strangers is a grand testimony
which bears witness to the truth and fidelity of
our Prophetsa.

'BukhariKitabut Ta‘bir, Bab Awwalu ma Bada’ bihi Rasulullah.
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?At-Tabgatul Kubra by Ibne Sa‘d, vol.1, p.378.

3BukhariKitabul Tafsir, Surah Lahab.

*Dala’ilun Nubuwwah by Baihgf, vol.2, p.187.

°Al-Wafa by Ibne Jauzi, p.198.

®Isabah fi Tamizis Sahabah by Ibne Hijr.

"Dala’ilun Nubuwwah by Baihgf, vol.2, p.164.
®TirmadhiAbwabut Tafsir Suratul An‘am under verse Qad Na‘lamu Innahu.
*BukhariBada’ul Wah.

1%Siratun Nabawiyyah by Ibne Hisham, vol.1, p.320.
"BukhariKitabul Managqib, Bab ‘Alamatun Nubuwwah fil Islam.
"“BukhariKitabul Manaqib, Bab ‘Alamatun Nubuwwah fil Islam.
3Siratul Halbiyyah by Burhanud Din, vol.1,p.303.

“Tbne Majah Kitabul At‘imah, Bab It‘amut Ti‘am.

""H.G Wales, Zakariyyaha Hashim Zakriyyah, p.270.
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Chapter 11

Trustworthy Prophetse's Integrity
and Honesty

"Verily, Allah, commands you to make
over the trusts to those entitled to them."@4:59) In
the Shari‘ah of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa,
this is the basic teaching for safeguarding
trusts. The most trustworthy persons in the
world are the Prophets of God, who convey His
message without any discrepancy, to His
creation. For this reason, the Holy Qur’an
recorded the claim of so many Prophets as, "I
am the trustworthy prophets of God". The
glorious aspect of our Prophetsa's character is
that God Himself  testified to his
trustworthiness. God says; i & :wi"Obeyed
there, and faithful to his trust":(smz)

"Verily, We offered the Trust to the
heavens and the earth, and the
mountains, but they refused to bear it
and were afraid. But the Man bore
it."(33:73)

The heaven was unable to carry this
trust. They drew the lots. And the heavy burden
fell on the shoulder of this passionate devotee.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa discharged the
onus of his trusts and taught the same to his
followers.

"Surely success does come to the
believers.....and who are watchful of
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their trusts and their covenants."(23:2,9)

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said, "A
person who does not fulfil his trust is devoid of
faith."!

The basis of honesty and integrity is
purity, fidelity and veracity. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was distinct in this respect to the
extent that people of Makkah gave him the title
of 'Amin' and 'Sadiq' and used to deposit their
trusts with him without any apprehension.

There is a strong connection between faith
and trustworthiness. This is the distinctive
quality of the teachings of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. When Herqgal, the emperor asked
Abu Sufyan as to what the Prophetsa taught
them. Abu Sufyan testified that he taught
worship of God, truth, chastity, honouring the
promises and fulfilment of the trusts. Hearing
this Herqgal exclaimed spontaneously, that
these are the qualities of a prophet.2

In the court of Najashi, the King of
Abysinia, Hadrat Ja‘far Tayyarra introducing the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa and his teachings
said, "O King, we were uncivilised people,
worshipped idols, ate carrion and committed
immoral acts. Severing the ties of relationship
was our custom and we treated our neighbours
badly. We usurped the rights of the weak. Then
God sent a Prophet to us. We are witness to his
truthfulness, trustworthiness and chastity. He
invited us to the unity of God and His worship.
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He saved us from idolatry. He taught us
honesty, fulfilment of trust, kindness towards
the relatives and good treatment to the
neighbours."3

Quraish were the blood thirsty enemies of
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa and wanted to
kill him. But the Holy Prophet Muhammads2 on
the other hand was worried about the return of
their trusts before setting off for Madinah. He
left his cousin Hadrat ‘Alia behind in a gravely
dangerous situation, so that he could return
the trusts back to the owners and then migrate
to Madinah.

The deep sensitivity which the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2a had for honouring the
trusts is evident from this incident. When
someone asked him, "If we find something on
the ground, what should we do about it?" The
Holy Prophet Muhammads2 told him, "For the
whole one year announce in public the details
of that item if the owner claims it, return it to
him". The person again enquired, "If it is a
camel, what should we do about it"? The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa became very angry, his
face turned red and he said, "You do not have
to do anything. The camel has its feet. It can
sustain itself by eating leaves of the tree and
drinking water. You should leave it alone until
its owner returns and finds him".#

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was so
careful in discharging his trusts that he said,
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"Sometimes I find a date on my bed, although I
am hungry and want to pick it and eat it, but
then I remember that this date might have been
given by somebody as alms. I put the date back
from where I found it."s

Once Hadrat Imam Husain™ or Hasanra
picked up a date from the heap of dates and
put it in his mouth. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa immediately took the date out of
his month, as it was from the dates given in
charity and formed part of the trust for the poor
Muslims. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa told
the child that as the children of the family of
the Prophet, they do not take things given as
alms. The child spitted out the date.®

At the Battle of Khyber, the Jews
retreated after their defeat. The Muslims
achieved victory after a long siege. Some of the
Muslim soldiers who were hungry for days,
slaughtered some of the cattle which were
seized as the booty of the war and started to
cook the meat. When the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa came to know about it, he
disliked this act greatly. He was angry that the
booty had been used before its proper
distribution and considered it as embezzlement.
To teach a lesson of safeguarding trusts, he had
the cooking pots full of meat turned over. Then
he distributed the cattle among the
Companions. Every group of ten men were
given a goat. In another version it is reported
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that the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said,
"Taking possession of wealth by force is not
justified".”

Once the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
hurried back home after Salat. He returned
with a nugget of gold and said, "Most of the
gold, which had been given in alms, was
distributed. Only this piece remained. I have
hurriedly brought it back lest anything
belonging to the national treasury remains in
my house."8

Hadrat Sa’ib bin ‘Abdullahra relates that
on the day of the victory of Makkah, ‘Uthmanra
and Zubairra took me to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa and started to praise me. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa told them, "There is
no need to tell me about Sa’ib, as he has been
my associate in the days before Islam". Sa’ib
said, "O Prophet of God, you were such a good
companion'. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
replied, "O $a’ib, you possessed high morals
even in the days of ignorance. Keep up this
tradition now, as you have accepted Islam. Your
high morals included hospitality, honouring the
orphans and looking after your neighbours. You
should particularly continue these acts now".

Another narration tells us that Sa’ib was
partner in trade with the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa and on the day of victory of
Makkah he testified, "My parents be sacrificed
for the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, he never
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ever wrangled".?

During the siege of Khyber, a severe test
of honouring the trust occurred. One Jewish
shepherd accepted Islam and the decision
about his flock had to be taken. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa decided to safeguard the
trust, which was in the care of this shepherd.
Hudursa was willing to let his Companions
suffer hunger and starvation than let his
standards of trustworthiness fall. These sheep
could have provided much needed food for
months for the Muslim Army during this long
siege. Displaying magnificent contentment, he
ordered the sheep to be driven towards the
castle. He said, "God will deliver them to their
owner". The newly converted slave acted
accordingly. The sheep reached the castle and
their owners let them in. Glory be to Allah, in
war when every tactic is justified, how strictly
the Holy Prophet Muhammads2 adhered to the
principles of trustworthiness.10

Even in these days of civilization,
possession of the enemy's property is
considered lawful. Has the modern cultured
world ever witnessed such an event that during
the war, the enemy's cattle and goods are
available and are returned to the enemy after
having got their custody? It has never
happened and on the contrary it is considered
lawful to plunder the property of the enemy's
wealth. Our lives be scarified for this ‘Chief of
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the Trustworthy Persons’. This herd which
could have provided the food to the starving
Muslims for months, was returned to the
enemy. The same enemy who could have
prolonged the siege for a long time and forced
the Muslims to retreat.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa not only
discharged his obligations of trust to human
beings, he discharged his obligations to God
Almighty as well. Once some gold was received
from Yemen. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
distributed it among the four chiefs of Arabia in
order to win over their hearts. Someone
objected that they were more deserving. When
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa heard this, he
said, "God has appointed me as a trustworthy
person for the world and you people do not
consider me honest?" In another narration it is
reported that he said, "You people do not
consider me trustworthy while I am trustworthy
in the eyes of God in heaven. I receive divine
revelations in the morning and in the
evening."1!

The discharge of Divine obligations
includes the worship of God and preaching of
Qur’anic revelations. The details of this aspect
of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's character
are included in another chapter under the
headings of Worship and a Summoner to Allah.

Our Prophetsa discharged his obligations
of trust to mankind as well as to God.
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Chapter 12

The Holy Prophet Muhammads<+'s
fulfilment of promises

In the Holy Qur’an a great emphasis has
been laid on fulfilment of promises. It says,
"And fulfil the covenant; for the covenant shall
be questioned about".7:35)

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said, "If a
person kills someone with whom he has entered
into a covenant, God would forbid his entry into
paradise".l He also said, "One who does not
fulfil his promise has no faith.2

The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 right from
his young age was extremely careful in
discharging his trust and fulfilling his
promises. He displayed the best examples of
fulfilling the covenants.

The period before Prophethood
Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Abil-Hamsa'’r
relates, "Before the appointment as a Prophet,
he bought something from the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. I owed him part of the money
and settled a time and a place where I would
pay the money. I forgot this promise. After three
days I remembered my promise and went to the
appointed place. I saw the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa present there. He only said,
"Young man you have put me in lot of trouble. I
have been waiting here for you for the last three
days".3
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Before his appointment as a Prophet, the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa participated in the
treaty 'Hilful Fadal'. The basic principle of this
treaty was to help the oppressed people. He
said, "Involvement in this treaty gives me more
pleasure than the wealth of camels could have
ever given to me and even now, if anyone calls
me in the name of this treaty, I would surely
help him".4

After his Appointment as a Prophet

After his commission of Prophethood, Abu
Jahal, the chief of Quraish usurped the rights
of a stranger named Al-Arashi. This person
requested the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa for
help. Hudursa accompanied him and according
to the conditions of this treaty, knocked at the
door of his worst enemy and demanded the right
of this aggrieved stranger. He did not move from
his door until Abti Jahal gave this stranger his
due.>

Hadrat Hudhaifah bin Al-Yammanra while
relating the reason for his not participating in
the Battle of Badr, says; "Abu Sahl and I were
going for the Battle of Badr, when the Quraish
non-believers caught us. They enquired if we
were going to join Muhammad? We told them
that we were going to Madinah. They made us
promise that we will not join the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa in the battle and would go
straight to Madinah. When we met the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa and related the whole
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incident to him, he advised us to fulfil the
promise we had made. He added that they
would beseech Allah's help in the fight with the
enemy."®

On receiving the letter of invitation to
embrace Islam, Herqal, the Emperor of Rome
called Abti Sufyan to his court and asked him
questions in order to verify the character of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. In one of his
questions he asked Abu Sufyan if this claimant
of prophethood had ever broken his promise?
Although Abt Sufyan was the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's blood thirsty enemy, yet he had
to admit to Herqgal that this claimant had never
gone back on his word. He further added that
recently they had agreed on a treaty with him
and they would wait and see if he fulfilled the
conditions. Abu Sufyan said that he could not
add more than this against the Holy Prophet
Muhammads2 in his conversation.”

Compliance of Treaty with the Non-
believers

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa complied
with each and every condition of the treaty of
Hudaibiyah. It was God's decree that Quraish
were the ones who violated it and suffered the
consequences. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
reaped the blessings by adhering to the
conditions of the treaty. The biggest blessing
was the victory of Makkah.

One condition of the treaty of Hudaibiyah
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was that the Muslims would come for ‘Umrah
in the following year and would vacate Makkah
within three days. Next year when the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa came for ‘Umrah, the
Quraish vacated Makkah. Huwaitab bin Uzza
relates, "That Suhail bin ‘Umar and myself
stayed in Makkah to oversee the Muslims
vacating Makkah after three days. When the
three days passed, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was reminded that according to
the treaty the Muslims should vacate Makkah
that day. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
immediately instructed Bilalra to announce that
none of the Muslims who had accompanied him
for ‘Umrah should remain in Makkah after the
sun set. This order was enforced very strictly". 8

One condition of the treaty stipulated that
if a Muslim flees to Madinah, he would be
returned to Makkah. The Muslims implemented
this condition even before the treaty was in
force. They retuned the Quraish
representative's Muslim son, Abu Jandal, who
had fled from Makkah, to his father Suhail bin
‘Umar. His father once again put his son in
torturous prison.

Even after the treaty some Muslims came
to Madinah after fleeing from Makkah. All of
them were retuned to Makkah. On the other
hand this condition of the treaty became a trial
for the Quraish themselves. After the treaty, a
brave Muslim Abu Basirra who had fled from
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Makkah, was being taken back to Makkah by
the non-believers. On the way back he
succeeded in killing his captors and escaping.
Abu Basirra did not return to Madinah, instead
he set up a camp on the sea shore. Other
Muslims escaping from Makkah started to
gather at that place and being a large group of
people, became a source of danger for the
Makkans. Thus the Makkans themselves were
compelled to abandon this condition of the
treaty.

Suhail bin Umar as the representative of
the Quraish had signed the treaty of
Hudaibiyah with the Muslims. This agreement
guaranteed peace between Muslims and
Quraish for the next ten years. According to
this agreement, Banu Bakr allied with the
Quraish and Bant Khuza‘ah with the Muslims,
and an attack on the ally was to be considered
as an attack on the party itself.

Help the Friend and Fulfilment of
Promises

During this period of peace, the Muslim
successes enraged the Makkans and they tried
to dissolve the treaty. A group of Quraish
conspired with Bant Bakr tribe and on a dark
night, attacked Bant Khuza‘ah, an ally of the
Muslims. The people of Banti Khuza‘ah took
refuge in the Kabah. Even then twenty three of
their men were killed mercilessly. When Abu
Sufyan came to know about it, he declared it a
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provocation and said that now Muhammad
would surely attack them.

That same morning, God revealed the
whole incident to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. He told Hadrat ‘A’ishahra the
whole event and said, "God's objective in this
breach of agreement by Quraish, appears to be
a harbinger of good for the Muslims." After
three days a company of forty camel riders from
Bant Khuza‘ah came to the Holy Prophet
Muhammads2 told him how the Quraish had
conspired with Banti Bakr and in breach of the
agreement had massacred their men in a night
attack. They requested his help under the
terms of the treaty of Hudaibiyah. The
representative of Bant Khuza‘ah, ‘Amar bin
Salim described their aggrieved situation and
sought help in the name of Allah under the
conditions of the treaty.

He recited a verse,
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"O my Lord, by invoking Your name, I
seek help from the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa,

In the name of my ancestors and his
ancestors, I request him to fulfil the
Promise."

When the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
heard the story of the aggression suffered by
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Bant Khuza‘ah, his heart welled up, tears were
flowing from his eyes and infused with the
sentiment of honouring the promise, he said, "O
Banu Khuza‘ah, surely you will be helped. If 1
do not help you now may God never help me.
You will find Muhammad, the one who fulfils
his promises and a faithful one. You will see
that I will protect you as I protect my own life
and my family". ©

In the meantime Abu Sufyan hurried to
Madinah, thinking that the news of the breach
of the treaty would not have yet reached the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa and they could
escape the consequences of this violation.
Craftily he asked the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa that as he was not present at the
time when the treaty of Hudaibiyah was written,
he wanted to renew the treaty. Quite wisely the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa asked if anyone had
breached the conditions of the treaty. Abu
Sufyan nervously replied that no such incident
had happened. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
replied, "In that case, we stand firm on the
existing treaty and there is no need for
renewing it." The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
fulfilled his promise to Bant Khuza‘ah and set
off with ten thousand pious followers, to avenge
the injustice meted out to this tribe. God
granted him the glorious victory of Makkah. 10

Fulfilment of Promise with Suraqah
Suraqgah followed the Holy Prophet
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Muhammadsa at the time of migration, to satisfy
his greed of receiving the reward of one
hundred camels. He relates, "When I came near
the Holy Prophet Muhammads2, my horse
stumbled again and again. I called out the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa. Abtu Bakrra, under the
instruction from Hudurs2 enquired as to what I
wanted? I requested a guarantee of peace to be
written out for me. This was written on a
parchment and I returned to Makkah with this
written pledge.

After the victory of Makkah, at the Battle
of Hunain, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was
camped at Ji‘irranah. I went to see him.
Hudursa was being guarded by a mounted
battalion of Ansar and they were not allowing
me to come near Hudursa. I held the guarantee
of security high and the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa saw it. Hudurs2 said, "This is the
day of fulfilling covenants, this is the day of
doing favours. He then called me to himself. I
met Hudurs2 and accepted Islam."!1

The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 honoured
the promise made by a Muslim lady. Umme
Hani, daughter of Abi Talib requested the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa at the time of the victory
of Makkah that she had given refuge to some of
her non-believing in-laws. Even though Hadrat
‘Alira opposed, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
said, "O Umme Hani, I grant refuge to anyone
whom you have given shelter."12
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Abu Rafi‘ Qibtira relates that he was sent
to the Holy Prophet Muhammads2 by Quraish
as their representative. Meeting with the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa changed his heart and
he became convinced of the truth of Islam. He
requested the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa to
give him permission to stay. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa said, "I cannot breach my
agreement. You better go back now and if you
intend to accept Islam, you can come back". So
he returned to Quraish and accepted Islam
later on. 13

Honouring the Contract with Jews of
Madinah

When the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
migrated to Madinah, he entered into treaties
with three Jewish tribes living in Madinah. The
tribes were Bant Qainuqa‘, Bant Quraizah and
Banu Nadir. According to this agreement, the
Muslims and these Jewish tribes were to live in
Madinah as one nation. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa always adhered to this agreement
and gave judgments based on justice and in
favour of the Jews. The Jews enjoyed absolute
religious freedom. Some Muslims claimed that
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was superior to
their Prophet Miusaas. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa in view of the respect for the
Jewish feelings, humbly said, "Do not give me
superiority over Musaas and thus disrupt the
peaceful atmosphere of Madinah."14

241



CHAPTER 12 The Holy Prophet Muhammads?'s fulfilment of promises
e —

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to
pay respect to Jewish funerals. He would stand
up as a mark of respect. Once, someone
informed him that the funeral was that of a
Jew. He replied, "Was he not a human being?"15

On the other hand Jews breached the
treaty so many times that they had to be
expelled from Madinah. But no Jew could ever
blame the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa of breach
of trust. 16

Honouring the Treaty with the Christians

The tribes who entered into agreements
with Muslims after the victory of Makkah
included two Christian tribes from Najran and
Yemen. The Christian of Najran requested the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa to appoint a
representative to oversee that the conditions of
the treaty were adhered to honestly. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa gave Hadrat Abu
‘Ubaidah bin Al-Jarrahra the title of the 'Amin-
ul-Ummah' (trustee of rights of the followers)
and appointed him as supervisor to oversee the
compliance of the agreement. Hadrat Abu
‘Ubaidahra did full justice to his title. 17

In short the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
furnished wus with the best examples of
fulfilment of covenants.

'Abit Da’ad Kitabul Jihad, Bab fil Wafa’ bil ‘Ahad.
*Musnad Ahmad bin Hambal, vol.3, p.135.

3Aba Da’ad Kitabul Adab, Bab fil ‘Iddah.

*Siratun Nabawiyyah by Ibne Hisham, vol.1, p.141,142.
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*Siratun Nabawiyyah by Ibne Hisham, vol.2, p.123,124.
Muslim Kitabul Jihad.

"Bukhari, Bada’ul Wabhi.

*MustadrikHakim, vol. 3, p.492.

°Siratun Nabawiyyah by Ibne Hisham, vol.4, p.86.

"Siratul Halbiyyah, vol. p. 83 to 85.

"'Siratun Nabawiyyah by Ibne Hisham, vol.2, p.34,35.

">Aba Da’id Kitabul Jihad, Bab fi Amanil Mar’ati.

Aba Da’d Kitabul Jihad, Bab fil Imam Yastajinnu bihi fil ‘Uhud.
“BukhariKitabut Tafsir, Suratul A‘raf, Bab wa lamma Ja’ Musa.
SBukhariKitabul Jana’iz, Bab man Qama Li Janazati Yahudi.
'“BukhariKitabul Jihadwa Kitabul Maghazi.

""BukhariKitabul Maghazi, Bab Wafdi Najran.
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Chapter 13

Splendid Examples of Kindness to
Relations by the Holy Prophet
Muhammadse

Kindness towards blood relatives is an
excellent trait in one's character. A proverb in
Persian tells us that one's own family comes
before others. If someone is not kind to his own
kindred, he is not expected to be kind to
mankind. In general, the Holy Qur’an teaches
us, o3l s @l 5 adis QiU 4 2)"Verily, Allah
enjoins justice and the doing of good to others
and giving like kindred."6:91)

At another place in the Holy Qur’an, God
emphatically instructs, "And fear Allah, in
Whose name you appeal to one another, and
fear Him particularly respecting ties of
relationship."@4:2)

One important objective of the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa2 advent was to establish
the sanctity of relationships and to uphold
human rights. Hadrat Umar bin ‘Ambasahra
relates, "I met the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa in
the early days of Islam when he was preaching
secretly. I asked him about the message he was
preaching. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa told
me that he was a Prophet. I asked him, "What
is a Prophet?" The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
replied, "He is a Messenger of God." I enquired
regarding the teachings he had brought from
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God. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa replied,
"The teachings of worship God and to establish
the ties of Kinship with kindness and
benevolence."!

In the teachings of the Holy Qur’an
regarding dealings with kindred, the parents
are the foremost in deserving this kindness.
After the parents other relatives deserve
kindness according to their closeness. These
relations include children, wife, brother, sister,
uncle and aunts. It is obvious that the relations
who have priority in inheritance are more
deserving of kind treatment in comparison to
others. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa has laid
great emphasis on treating the relatives kindly.
He said, "The word 'Raham' (Kindness) which
brings blood relations into existence has its root
in the attribute of God, 'Rahman' (Gracious). If
a person does not look after these relations, he
cuts his ties with 'Ralhhman' (The Gracious God).
Whosoever discharges the rights of these
relatives, establishes his ties with God."2

There is a beautiful message in this
instruction that for the people who establish
ties with the kindred, God's attribute of
"Rahmaniyat" (Graciousness) bestows full
beneficence on them. He further said "Such
people are blessed with health and a long life."
He added, "Whosoever cuts the ties of
relationship will not enter paradise."3

Once someone asked the Holy Prophet
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Muhammads2 as to who was the most deserving
of kind treatment. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa replied, "Your mother". He asked
again and the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa gave
the same answer. In reply to his question a
third time, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
again said, "Your mother". When asked the
fourth time Hudursa replied, "Your father."+

The obligations towards parents continue
even after their death. Someone asked the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa if any obligation towards
the parents remains after their death. He
replied, "Yes, pray for your parents, seek Allah's
pardon for their sins, honour their covenants,
respect their friends and look after those
relatives who are connected to you through the
parents.">

Hadrat ‘A’ishahra relates that whenever an
animal was slaughtered, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa would instruct us to send some
meat to Khadijah's friends. Once seeing
‘A’ishahra upset about this, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa said, "Love for Khadijah has been
granted to me."®

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to
say that giving alms is a virtue and giving alms
to one's blood relatives is doubly virtuous.”

Once, Umm-ul-Mu’'minin Hadrat Maimtnahr
freed a maid. When the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa came to know about it, he said,
"If you had given this maid to your maternal
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relatives, it would have brought more reward
for you."8

A person once told the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa that he had committed a grave
sin. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa asked him
if his mother was alive. He replied in the
negative. Hudursa asked about his maternal
aunt, to which he replied in the affirmative.
Hudursa advised him to be kind to his aunt and
this kindness would become a source of the
forgiveness of his sins.?

Describing the kindness towards relatives,
Hudursa said, "Kindness to close relatives is not
the one which is done as a return for their good
behaviour. The real kindness is to do good to
those who cut the ties of relationship
asunder."10

Once a person said to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, "O Messenger of Allahsa, I have
some relatives, I try to establish ties and they
cut me asunder. I do them favours and they
treat me badly. They respond to my kindness
and gentleness with aggression and high
handiness". The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
replied, "If they behave as you have just
described, then you are throwing dirt on their
faces, meaning you are putting them to shame
by doing favours to them. One guardian angel
will be appointed for you by God and this angel
will stay with you as long as you continue your
good behavior."!1
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Hadrat Asma’, daughter of Abu Bakrra
relates that her non-believing mother felt lonely
and had come to see her in Madinah. Asma’
enquired from the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
whether she should treat her mother kindly,
even though she was a non-believer. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa replied, "Why not? After
all she is your mother and you must treat her
kindly."12

In kindness to the close relatives, the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsad's own example was
perfect. At the time of the first revelation Hadrat
Khadijahra offered him solace in the world, "God
will never destroy you. You always treat your
relatives with kindness."13

A person came to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa and requested that he wished to
go for Jihad but did not have the means to fulfil
his wish. The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 asked
him if any one of his parents were alive. He
replied that his mother was alive. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa said, "Treat your mother
kindly and if you do this, it will be equivalent to
his performing Hajj, ‘Umrah and Jihad (reward
equal to performing these deeds). And if your
mother is happy with you, fear Allah and treat
her kindly".14

The parents of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa passed away when he was still a
child, but the sentiments of love and the zeal of
praying for them remained in his heart. He
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specially went to visit his mother's grave and
remembering her, he cried so much that even
his Companions started to cry.15

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa cared for
his foster relatives as well. Abu Tufail relates
that he saw the Holy Prophet Muhammads2 on
the return journey from Hunain at the place
called Jifirranah. He was distributing meat. "I
was a young boy at that time. I saw a lady
arrived. The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 spread
his shawl for her to sit. I enquired about her
and people told me that the lady was the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's foster mother."16

Abni Lahab's maid, Thuwaibah had
suckled the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.
Hudursa used to send dresses for her as a
gesture of kindness. Even after her death,
Hudursa kept enquiring about her relatives.

Mistah bin Athathah was Hadrat
AbuBakrra's nephew. Due to a misconception he
was amongst the people who allegedly
slandered Hadrat ‘A’ishahra. Hadrat Aba Bakrra
withheld payment of their grant. Regarding
this, a verse of the Holy Qur’an was revealed.
The instructions of this verse were that the
well-off and fortunate people should never take
an oath that they would not give anything to
their relatives. On the contrary they should act
forgivingly and with mercy.1”

Most of the close relatives of the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 opposed him at the time
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of proclamation of Prophethood. He used to say,
"Although that branch of Quraish are not
friendly towards me anymore, yet [ have a blood
relation with them and I would continue to
discharge my obligations of relationship with
them."18

Whenever the people of Makkah needed
help from the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa he
obliged them. There was famine in Makkah and
its people came to him for help in the name of
their relationship with him. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa not only prayed for rain which
eradicated famine, he sent relief aid from
Madinah as well. 19

During the journey of Conquest of
Makkah, (Abti Sufyan) Bin Harith, the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's uncle came to beg for
pardon. He was Zakat's childhood friend and
was of the same age. However after the claim of
Prophethood, he became a sworn enemy and
tormented Hudursaa great deal. He used to say,
"I would not believe in you until you climb to
the sky on a ladder and bring back a book in
the company of angels, who would testify to its
truth". He also composed obscene verses about
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. During the
Journey for victory of Makkah, Umme
Salamahra recommended his pardon. At first
Hudursa did not take any action on her request,
but when Abu Sufyan sent a message that in
case of refusal of forgiveness, he would starve
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himself to death, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's heart brimmed over with
emotion. He forgave him and granted him
permission to attend. Abu Sufyanbin Harith
recited some verses at that time and one of
verses was,
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"God has granted me guidance through
this Holy Person whom I had reviled,
rejected and pursued him with
animosity."

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa stroked
his chest and with a pain he said, "You were
the one who reviled me and did not even care
for our childhood friendship."20

The chief of Makkah Abt Sufyan (who was
related to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa for
four generations) opposed the Holy Prophet
Muhammads2 the whole of his life. At the time
of the victory of Makkah Hadrat ‘Abbasra
brought him to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa-
On seeing him Hadrat Umarra became very
angry and sought permission for killing him.
Hudursa told ‘Abbas to take him away and bring
him back the next day. Next morning the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa enquired from Abu
Sufyan, "Has the time not come for you to say
'La ilaha illAllah'? Abt Sufyan replied, May my
parents be sacrificed for you. How gracious and

251



CHAPTER 13 Splendid Examples of Kindness to Relations by the Holy Prophet Muhammads2
e

kind you are towards your relatives. If there
was any other deity it would have helped us."
Then he added that he still entertained some
doubts about his Prophethood. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa not only announced his
pardon, he even publicly announced the pardon
of those who took refuge in his house.

The wife of another chief of Makkah
Tkramah son of Abti Jahal became Muslim. Her
name was Umme Hakimr. Tkramah had fled
but his wife brought him back with a pledge of
safety from the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.
Tkramah presented himself to Hudursa for
verification of this peace document. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa said, "Yes I have given
you refuge while you still adhere to your faith".
Tkramah cried out, "O Messenger of Allah, how
generous you are and how much you care for
your relatives."21

The people of Arabia were a witness to the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's sincerity and his
superb dealings with fellow humans. At the
Battle of Hunain, some members of Hawazin
tribe were imprisoned. Their representative
came to see Hudursa with the request for the
release of the prisoners of war. This
ambassador addressed Hudursa in the words,
"O Messenger of God, you spent your childhood
amongst Banu Hawazin. Amongst these
prisoners some are your foster maternal and
paternal aunts. Some of them fed you and

252



Muhammads? The Perfect Man

looked after you. You are the best of those who
care for others." The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
treated them with generosity and extreme
kindness and said that the prisoners of his
share and the share of Bani ‘Abdil Muttalib
were free to leave. 22

This was the high standard of the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's excellent behaviour
towards his relatives which his own people and
even strangers acknowledged.

"Mustadrik Hakim, vol.4, p.149.

’Bukhari Kitabul Adab, Bab Man Wasala Wasalahullah.
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SAbi Da’id Kitabul Adab, Bab fi Birril Walidain.

®Muslim Kitabul Fada’il, Bab Fadl Khadijah.

"Tirmadhi Kitabuz Zakat, Bibma Ja’ fis SadagahIlaDhil Qirabah.
8 Abi Da’ud Kitabuz Zakat, Bab fi Silatir Rahmi.

°Tirmadhi Kitabul Birr was Silah, Babma Ja’ fi Birril Khalalati.
'"Bukhari Kitabul Adab, Bab Laisal Wasilu bil Makafi.
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Chapter 14

The Holy Prophet Muhammads<+'s
Compassion for Mankind

In the Holy Qur’an the Holy Prophet
Muhammads2 has been declared the Chief of all
the Prophets and his Ummah as the best
Ummah. The greatest demand of this high
status and office is the service of mankind. The
Holy Qur’an says..fy ez A 16 42 2¢"You are the
best people raised for the good of
mankind."@:111) Thus, by serving the humanity
the Muslims can truly prove themselves to be
the best Ummah. To emphasize this point the
Holy Prophet Muhammads2 said, 244, 438152, "The
chief of a nation is its servant." Throughout his
life he lived up to this principle and proved
himself to be the ‘Chief of all mankind’.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said,
"Faith is another name for compassion. The
listeners asked him, "To whom should we be
compassionate"? Hudursa replied, "Allah, His
book, His Messenger, Muslim Ummah and the
general Public."! The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
with his beautiful and comprehensive teachings
performed the greatest service to humanity and
established the sanctity of human life, honour
and property. 2

He used to say, "A Muslim is the one from
whose hand and tongue other Muslims are
safe."3
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"And a believer is one from whom other
human beings are safe."4

Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar narrates
that once a person asked the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa as to who were the people whom
Allah loved the most and what were the deeds
that pleased Him the most? The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa replied, "Allah loves those people
the most, who are the most beneficial to others
and Allah's best loved action is the one that
makes another Muslim happy or removes his
affliction, or pays his debt or satisfies his
hunger." Then the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
said, "If I myself join in and fulfil the need of a
Muslim brother, it would be dearer to me than
sitting for I‘tikaf for the whole of one month in
this mosque in Madinah. Whosoever controls
his anger, God covers up his faults. If a person
controls his anger while being in power, God
would fill his heart with hope on the Day of
Judgment. And if a person sets off to help his
brother and does not rest until he accomplishes
the task, God would bestow steadfastness upon
him on the Day of Judgment, while all the
others would be reeling."s

Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbasra relates that
after the discharge of obligations, the best
action is to make a Muslim brother happy.
Likewise Hadrat Anasr relates that if a person
visits his Muslim brother in order to make him
happy, God would make that person happy on
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the Day of Judgment. ©

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa always
helped the poor and the needy and used to say,
"Whosoever helps his brother, God helps him.
Whosoever removes his Muslim brother's
affliction, God would remove this person's
affliction on the Day of Judgment. Whosoever
overlooks the faults of his Muslim brothers,
God would cover up his sins on the Day of
Judgment."”

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa loved
God's creatures right from his early days and
enjoyed helping others. Before his Prophethood
he participated in the pact of Hilful Fadal’. The
basic principle of this pact was to help the
people who had been wronged. He said that
participation in this pact had given him more
happiness than the wealth of camels. He added
that if he was called for help in the name of this
pact he would surely help. 8

Hadrat Khadijahra gave the testimony of
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's high moral
values when Hudursa came home after the first
revelation,
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It means, "By God, Allah will never
destroy you. You discharge the
obligations of your relatives, you carry
the burden of the poor, you establish the
high morals and virtues which have
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disappeared from the world and you are
hospitable and help others in distress."9

Helping the Person Wronged by Abu Jahal

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to
stand up to tyrannical enemies in support of
the wronged person. Abti Jahal bought a camel
from Al-Arashi, a stranger and was delaying the
payment of the agreed price. Al-Arashi sought
help from a group of Quraish. He said, "I am a
stranger in this land, is there anyone who can
get my right from Abu Jahal, who is usurping
it"? The chiefs of Quraish by way of mockery
pointed to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa and
said that this man could get your money back
from Abu Jahal. Al-Arashi went to the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa and after calling blessing
on him, requested his help against Abu Jahal.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa accompanied
him. The chiefs of Quraish sent someone to
follow the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa and see
what treatment is meted out to him. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa knocked at the door, Abt
Jahal enquired as to who it was? Hudursa
replied that he was Muhammad and asked him
to come out. Seeing the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, Abu Jahal went pale with fear.
Hudursa asked him to pay that person's due.
Abu Jahal said he would give his due. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa said that he would not
leave the place unless he paid up. Abu Jahal
went inside, brought the money and paid up,
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only then the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa left
the place. Al-Arashi came back to the chiefs of
Quraish and said, "May Allah reward
Muhammad, who helped me to get my money".
In the meantime, the person sent for snooping
returned as well. He said, "I saw a strange sight
today. As soon as Muhammad asked Abt Jahal
to pay Al-Arashi's money, he complied
immediately and paid up." A little while later
Abu Jahal arrived. They asked him as to what
came over him. Abd Jahal said, "As soon as I
heard Muhammad's voice, I was awe-stricken.
When I came out, | saw a fearsome camel near
Muhammad's head. Had I refused to pay this
camel would have torn me apart."10

Compassion for the Umma

The heart of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa brimmed with compassion for his
Ummah. ‘Abbas bin Mirdas As-Salamair2 relates
that Holy Prophet Muhammads2 prayed for the
forgiveness for his Ummah in the evening of
‘Arafat during the last pilgrimage (Hajjat-ul-
Wida’). He received the reply from God that
members of his Ummah would be forgiven
except those who transgress. The transgressor
would be liable for recompense. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa supplicated God to grant
paradise as re-compensation to the one who
had been wronged and forgive the oppressor.
He did not receive any response from God that
evening. Again he prayed with this request in
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the morning at Muzdalifah. His prayer was
accepted and the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
smiled with happiness. Hadrat ‘Umarra
enquired the reason for his smile and said,
"Our parents be sacrificed to you, tell us the
reason for your happiness. May God always
keep you smiling." The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa replied, "When Allah's enemy
Iblis (Satan) came to know that God has
accepted my prayer and has forgiven my
Ummah, he started to put dust on his head and
pray for his own destruction. Seeing his (Iblis)
panic, I could not resist laughing."!1

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was
always cautious regarding putting his Ummah
to inconvenience even in trivial matters. Hadrat
‘A’ishahra relates that one day when Hudursa left
her, he was in a good mood, but on his return
he looked sad. I asked him, "O Messenger of
Allah, when you left me, you were very happy
and now you have returned in a sad mood". The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa replied, "I went
inside the Ka‘bah and now I regret doing this,
as | am afraid, I might have put my Ummah into
hardship. When all the people of Ummah would
wish to enter the Ka‘bah, they would not be
able to do this due to their large number."12

Likewise the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa2
once said that if he did not worry about putting
his Ummah into inconvenience, he would have
advised them to offer the night prayer at a later
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time.!3 At another occasion he said that if he
was not worried about putting his Ummah into
difficulty, he would have advised brushing of
the teeth before every Salat.!# The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa used to say that if he heard a
child cry while he was leading the prayer he
would shorten the prayer lest the mother of the
child became stressed.15

He was so compassionate towards the
poor people of his Ummah that on the day of
Eid, he would buy two big healthy rams. He
would slaughter one on behalf of all those who
affirm the Unity of God and his Prophethood.
The second ram he would sacrifice on behalf of
his family. 16

Compassion for the General Public

The Holy Prophet Muhammads2 did not let
any opportunity of service to mankind slip
without taking some action. He would become
restless on hearing the distress of a person. It
did not matter what country or nation that
wronged person belonged to.

When the Muslims who had migrated to
Abyssinia returned to Madinah, the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa asked them to describe
some interesting event they had observed. One
young man related this incident. He said that
once while they were sitting, an old lady with a
pitcher full of water on her head, passed by. As
she passed by, a boy pushed her and she fell
down and her pitcher broke. The woman stood
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up and said to the boy, "O thee deceitful,
wretched boy, you would soon suffer the
consequences of your evil deed. When God
would sit on the seat of judgment and everyone
will be gathered together, and the hands and
the feet would bear witness, then you would
know what you have done to me." The Holy
Prophet = Muhammadsa said with great
compassion, "The old lady spoke the truth. How
would God bless such a nation and purify
them, whose powerful people do not discharge
the rights of the weak."17

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa has
instructed his Companions that whenever a
beggar or needy person came, they should
inform him of his needs, in order to get reward.
"Rest, Allah will bring about what He wills
through His Prophetsa's tongue."18

Enjoining Others for the Service of
Humanity

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa enjoined
others to help the poor and advised his
Companions to apprise him of the needs of the
destitute. Abti Sa‘id Khudri= relates that once a
poor man came to the mosque. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa enjoined his Companions
to give some clothes in charity, they offered
clothes. Hudursa gave two sheets to this poor
person. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa again
urged them to give charity. This poor person
rose up and offered one sheet in charity out of
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the two he had received earlier. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa called him aloud and
told him to take his sheet back. 19

In the time of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, a person suffered huge losses in
his fruit business. Hudursa enjoined the
Companions to give charity to him. The money
collected was mnot enough to cover his
outstanding  debt. The Holy  Prophet
Muhammadsa told the creditor to waive the rest
and forego the remainder.20

A maid of Hadrat Mu‘aviyahra bin Hakam
used to graze his sheep. One day a wolf
attacked the herd and took away a sheep.
Mu‘aviyahra in his anger slapped the maid
servant and then informed the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa of this incident and said, "O
Messenger of Allah, should I free this slave".
Hudurs2 told him to bring the maid to him.
When she came the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
asked her, "Where is Allah". She replied, "In the
heaven". The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa asked
her, "Who am [". She replied, "Messenger of
Allah". Hudursa told Mu‘aviyah that the maid
was a believer, and he should free her. 21

Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umarra relates an
interesting incident of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's service to mankind. Once,
Hudursa received ten Dirhams from somewhere.
A trader passed by and the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa bought a shirt from him for four
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Dirhams. When he came out of his house
wearing this shirt, an Ansari requested him to
give this shirt to him saying that may God
reward him with the garments of paradise. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa gave the shirt and
went and bought another shirt for four dirhams
from the same trader. Now he only had two
dirhams left. He met a maid servant who was
crying. On enquiring, she told him that she had
been sent with two dirhams to buy flour and
she had lost the money. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa gave the remaining two dirhams
to her. She was still crying and told Hudursa
that she was afraid to go back to her master
after that delay and her master might beat her
up. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
accompanied her to her master's house and
explained the reason for her delay. Her master
said that he would free the maid as the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa had blessed his home by
coming there. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
gave him the glad tidings of a righteous end
and said, "God has blessed these ten dirhams
so much that an Ansari received a shirt,
Prophet of God also received a shirt and a slave
has been freed. I am thankful to God, who
granted us all these things by His Divine
power."22

A poor man came to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa and said, "Woe to me, I have
entered into conjugal relations with my wife
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while fasting during the month of Ramadan".
Hudursa advised him to free a slave. He replied,
"It is beyond my capacity". Then Hudursa
suggested, "Observe fast for two months." He
said, that he had not the power for it. Then
Hudursa told him to feed sixty poor people. He
replied that he was unable to afford it. In the
meantime someone presented a basket of dates
to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. Hudursa
called this poor person and giving him this
basket, advised him to give these dates in
charity. He replied, "Who else is poorer than me
in Madinah that I give him alms." The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa smiled broadly and said
that he could keep these dates for himself. 23
Mundhar bin Jarirra relates from his
father that they were with the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. It was before noon. Some people
belonging to a poor tribe came to see Hudursa.
Their bodies were not covered properly and
their feet had no shoes. They had swords in
their hands. These were the people from the
Mudar tribe. Seeing their hunger and
starvation, Hudursa was visibly moved. He went
into his house and on coming out he told Bilalr
to say Adhan for Zuhr. After the prayer Hudursa
gave a sermon in which he motivated people to
give charity. Companions gave money, clothes,
oats and dates. They donated grain as well and
two huge heaps of grain were collected.
Mundhar bin Jarirr's father relates that he saw
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the face of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, it
was bright with happiness and looked like a
nugget of gold. 24

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was very
careful about the self-respect of the poor. He
used to say that every weak and poor person
was heaven bound. 25 He used to advise his
Companions that they should invite poor people
in their feasts and used to say, "A feast in
which only rich people are invited and the poor
people are left out, is very bad."26

Exploring the Opportunities of Service to
Mankind

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa did not let
any opportunity of service to others slip by. Aba
Sa‘id Khudrira relates that Hudursa passed by a
slave who was skinning a goat. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa told this slave to step
aside and he would show him the proper way of
skinning a goat. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa pushed his arm between the skin
and the flesh and pressed it until his arm went
inside as for as his shoulder. Then he said to
the slave, "O dear boy, this is how it should be
done, you should follow this procedure." Then
Hudursa went into the Mosque and led the
prayer without performing ablution again. 27

Helping the Poor in Finding Matrimonial
Partners

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was ever
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watchful of the needs of the people and helped
them. He used to take personal interest in
arrangements of the marriages. Hadrat Rabi‘ah
Aslamira says, "I used to serve Hudursa. One day
he asked me as to why I did not get married. I
replied, By God, I do not intend to marry
because I do no have the means to support a
wife and also I do not wish that any other
activity should hinder me from serving you.
"Hudursa did not comment on this. I continued
to serve him. Sometime later he asked me the
same question about marrying. I replied, with
the same answer but thought in my heart that
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa is sagacious in
the matters of the world and the world
hereafter. If he asks me again I would tell him
that I am ready to do whatever he commands.
Next time when Hudursa motivated me to marry,
I told him that I was ready to do whatever he
says. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said, 'Go
to this tribe of Ansar and tell them I have sent
you and to give the hand of their daughter to
you in marriage'. I did as he commanded. The
people of that tribe said, 'Welcome to the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa and his representative.
We take an oath in the name of Allah that the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's representative will
not return without fulfilling his requirement.’
They married that girl to me and treated me
with love. They did not even ask me to prove
that I had genuinely been sent by the Holy
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Prophet Muhammadsa. When I returned to the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, I was somewhat
sad. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa asked the
reason of my sadness and [ replied, "O
Messenger of God, I went to a respectable tribe,
they arranged my marriage, honoured me,
treated me with love and did not even ask for
the proof. As far as I am concerned, I am so
poor that I cannot afford to pay Mehr to my
wife. Hudursa2 told Buraidah Aslami= to collect
gold equal to a stone of a fruit. He complied and
Hudursa told me to go and pay the Mehr. The
guardians of the girl accepted it gracefully.
Again I returned to Hudursa with a sad heart.
When Hudursa enquired I told him that I have
never seen such honourable people. The gold I
had offered as Mehr, they accepted it gladly and
treated me with kindness. Now I do not have
the money for Walimah. Hudursa again told
Buraidah to arrange for a goat. He acquired a
fat healthy ram for me. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa told me to go to Hadrat ‘A’ishahra
and tell her to give you a sack of grain. I
conveyed Hudursa's message and Hadrat
‘Aishahra told me that apart from this sack of
oats which were about thirty kilos in weight,
there was no other food in the house. She told
me to take away the sack. I brought it to
Hudurs2 and also informed him of what Hadrat
‘Aishahra  had said, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa told me to take the ram and the
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sack of grain to my in-laws and tell them to
prepare it for tomorrow. I took these things to
my in-laws, there were other people of Aslami
tribe with me and I asked them to prepare the
food. They told us to slaughter the ram and
they prepared the bread. We cooked the meat
and they prepared the bread and I was able to
hold the Walimah. I also invited the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa. Later on the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa gave me some land and
Hadrat Abt Bakr Siddigr also gave me land and
with the income from this land we lived
comfortably."28

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa sent a
marriage proposal for one of his Companions
named Jalbibra to the father of an Ansari girl.
The girl's father said that he would consult his
wife. When he consulted his wife, she said,
"How can we give our daughter's hand in
marriage to a poor man like Jalbib when we
have rejected more suitable matches." The girl
was listening behind the curtain and said,
"Would you turn down the proposal sent by the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa?" If Hudursa is
satisfied, then perform the Nikah". The girl's
father told the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa that
the girl had consented and so had they. This
was how the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa2
arranged Jalbib's marriage. Later on Jalbib was
martyred in an expedition.29
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A Wedding Gift

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa never
turned away a beggar empty handed and used
to give whatever he could afford.

Hadrat Abt Hurairahra relates that once a
person came to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
and told him, "O Messenger of God, I am
arranging my daughter's wedding and I wish
that you give me something". The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa replied that he did not have
anything to give at that time and advised him to
come the next day with on open top glass bottle
and branch of a tree. Hudurs2 told him the time
when he should come. The indication of the
appointed time would be that one part of his
door would be open. The next day that person
arrived with both the things. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa collected the perspiration from
his arms into the bottle until it was full. Then
he told the man, "Take this to your daughter
and tell her that whenever she wants to wear
perfume, she should dip the branch of the tree
into the bottle and use the liquid as perfume". So
whenever this perfume was wused in that
household, the people of Madinah declared that
it was the best perfume and their house became
known as the house of perfumes.30

Visiting the Patients
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa once
related a Divine narration which indicates the
importance of sympathy for fellow human
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beings. He said, "God will say, "O son of Adam,
I was ill and you did not visit me. The man
would reply, ‘O my Lord, how could I visit You
and enquire about Your health? You are the
Lord of the universe’. God will say, "A servant of
Mine was ill and if you had visited him, you
would have found me there," God will say, ‘O
son of Adam, I begged you for food and you did
not give Me food". The man would reply, ‘O my
Lord, how could have I fed You? You are the
Lord of the universe. God would say, "If you
had fed such and such person you would have
found Allah present there.""O son of Adam, I
asked you for water and you did not give Me
water’. The man would reply, ‘How could have I
given You water to drink? You are the Lord of
the wuniverse’. God would say, ‘One of My
servants asked you for water and you did not
give him water to drink. If you had given him
the water, you would have found Allah present
there."31

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to
visit his ill Companions and sometime used to
prescribe treatment for them.32

He used to say that every disease was
curable. He treated some diseases by spiritual
means of prayer. Abti Hurairahra relates that
the Holy Prophet Muhammads2 led the Zuhr
Prayers and said to me, "Are you suffering from
stomach ache? ‘On affirmation he said, "Offer
Salat, it has healing power."33
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The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to
heal with prayer and blowing over the patient
after incantation. In his own last illness, he
recited the last two Surahs of the Holy Qur’an
known as 'Mu‘awwidhatain'. Sometimes he
treated patients with the recitation of Strah Al-
Fatihah. 34

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to
keep an eye on the good deeds of his
Companions for mankind and encouraged this
sentiment. One day he asked his Companions if
anyone of them was fasting on that day. Hadrat
Abu Bakrr replied in the affirmative. Then the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa asked if anyone of
them had visited an ill person? Hadrat Abu
Bakrra again replied, "Yes", The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa asked again if anyone had offered
funeral prayers for a Muslim brother? The third
time Hadrat Abu Bakrra was the one who had
performed this prayer. For the fourth time the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa asked if anyone had
fed a poor person. Hadrat Abu Bakrra replied,
"Yes, I had the good fortune to do this". The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa observed that the
person who had performed all those good deeds
in one day, would enter paradise.35

Hadrat ‘A’ishahra relates that when the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to visit an ill
person or the ill disposed person visited him, he
would tell them to pray in these word,
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‘O the Lord of the people, remove the
disease. You are the Healer bestow

healing. Bestow such healing that would
not leave any disease behind.’36

Hadrat ‘Abbasra relates that the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa said, "if a Muslim visits
such a patient (whose appointed time of death
has not arrived) and recites this prayer seven
times, God would bestow healing upon him,
Sy el g3 &5 sz aln . 37

"God is the Greatest. I pray to the Lord of
the greatest throne to heal you."

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa advised
his Companions to visit the ill people as this is
a right of a Muslim brother. He not only visited
the important people like chief of Ansar, Hadrat
Sa‘d bin ‘Ubadahra or Sa‘d bin Abi Waqqgasr, a
senior Companion, he also visited young men,
children and Bedouins. He went to see his
uncle Abiu Talib and also a Jewish slave. Jabir
bin ‘Abdullahra was a young Companion of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. His father was
martyred in the Battle of Uhud. He always
remembered that once when he fell ill and had
fainted, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa came to
see him on foot accompanied by Hadrat Abu
Bakrra and Hadrat ‘Umarra.38

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to
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take care of the patient's suffering and used to
prescribe treatment. Hadrat Kab bin ‘Ujrahra
had accompanied the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa for Hajj. His hair was long and
lice infested his head. While in the state of
Ehram he could not shave his head. Hudursa
passed nearby and asked if he was suffering
from lice in his hair. Hadrat Ka‘bra replied, "Yes
Hudursa". The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
immediately called the barber and had Hadrat
Kab's head shaved and them told him, "Now
you can offer atonement for shaving while in
the state of Ehram."39

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa liked
honey and used to prescribe it as remedy.
Once, a person told him about his brother's
gastric ailment. Hudurs2 advised him to give his
brother honey to drink. He did this and
reported back that his brother's condition had
worsened. Again Hudursa advised that more
honey should be given to him. This increased
his ailment even more. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa yet again advised honey as
treatment and said, "Your brother's stomach is
lying and words of God (that there is healing
power in honey) are true." In the end the honey
proved to be the cure.40

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa treated
some ailments with camel's milk. He said about
'Kaltinji' (onion seeds) "It is cure for every
ailment except death."4!
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Hudurs2 also said, "Eating seven dates for
breakfast protects from several diseases."42

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to
advise cooling the body with water in the case
of high fever as an immediate remedy. He used
to say, "Fever is like hell fire, cool it down with
water."43

Once, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
went to enquire about a patient's health. He
asked him if he wished to eat something. The
patient replied that he would relish bread made
of wheat. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
immediately commanded that whosoever had
that bread should send it for this ill Muslim
brother. Then Hudursa said, "If a patient
demands something, you should give it to him
to eat." Another patient on enquiry by the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 said that he would like
bread made with flour, sugar and milk. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa agreed and the
patient was provided with this kind of bread.+4

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa advised
that along with nursing care, the patient should
be given good food as well. Hadrat ‘A’ishahra
relates that Hudursa advised that a kind of
porridge in which meat was also mixed, should
be given to the patient as it restores body
strength. 45

Similarly she states that if someone fell ill
in the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's household,
under Hudursa's instructions, a pot of porridge
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mixed with meat would be kept boiling on the
hearth, and was served to the patient until he
recovered. 46

In short the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
established the best practical examples of
kindness towards mankind.
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Chapter 15

The Holy Prophet Muhammads<+'s
Compassion and Kindness

The Holy Qur’an has conjured up the
picture of the high moral values of the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa in the words,

G215 ahets e Sape 2 AT 6§05 28E
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'surely, a Messenger has come unto you
from among yourselves; grievous to him
is it that you should fall into trouble, he
is ardently desirous of your welfare, and

to the believers he is compassionate and
merciful'.

In this verse the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa has been declared the
manifestation of  God's attributes of
Compassionate and Merciful. This means that
he was extremely loving and kind. He had deep
love and affection for God's creatures and this
is what he taught his followers.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa himself
was the best example of love and kindness. His
dislikes and aversions were only for the sake of
God (for the people who acted against God's
commandments). God had commanded him,
"And drive not away those who call their Lord
morning and evening seeking His
countenance.s:53)
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Kindness towards poor Companions

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa always
disliked rigidity in religion. In Salat and fasting
there are concessions for Journey and ill
health. Some people strictly adhere to faith and
do not benefit from these allowances. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa used to say that God
likes it more if these concessions are availed
and he does not like disobedience to Himself.!

Once Hamzah bin ‘Amr Aslamira asked the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa that he possessed
energy for observing fast during Journey and
enquired, what was the commandment for him.
Hudursa replied, "That it is a concession from
God, anyone who avails this, is a good thing
but if someone likes to fast, this is not a sin for
him."2

Hadrat Aba Sa‘id Khudria relates that he
was sitting among a group of poor migrants. He
reports; "These people were not even -clad
properly. One person was reciting the Holy
Qur’an. In the meantime the Holy Prophet
Muhammads?2 arrived. He stood near us and the
reciter stopped. Hudursa greeted us and asked
as what we were doing? We told the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa that this reciter was
reciting the Holy Qur’an for us. Hudursa said,
"All praise belongs to Allah, who created such
men in my Ummah and [ have been
commanded to sit with them and treat them
kindly". Hudursa sat with us and said, "Make a

218



Muhammads? The Perfect Man

circle so that every one is facing me". Abu Sa‘id
Khudrira says, "I think the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa did not recognize anyone except
myself." He said, "O the group of poor amongst
the migrants, congratulations for the perfect
light on the Day of Judgment. You will enter
paradise half a day ahead of the rich and this
half a day is equal to five hundred years".3

Hadrat Anas bin Malikra, a servant of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa has related a
unique incident of Hudursa's kindness to a mad
woman. There lived a mad woman in Madinah.
Her name was Umme Zufar. She used to be a
special maid of Hadrat Khadijahra and
developed mental problems later on. She came
to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsaone day and
said she had an important matter to discuss
and wanted to speak to Hudurs2 in private. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa replied
magnimously to this weak and mad woman, ‘O
the mother of such a such person, which ever
street or the passage way of Madinah you
choose, I will sit with you there and listen to
you and fulfill your need’. So that woman went
and sat in a street. Hudurs2 sat with her. The
woman told him what she needed. The Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 did not move from that
place until that woman was satisfied.4

People, who are well versed in the history
of that era, know the state of slaves and maids
in that society. They were treated like cattle.
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One negro maid lived in Madinah. She suffered
from epilepsy. One day this poor maid came to
Hudursaand complained about her ailment. She
told him, "When I suffer from an epileptic fit,
my body is exposed. Please pray for me that
God heals my disease and saves me from
exposure". Hudursa consoled this lady a great
deal and comforting her said, "If you wish you
can bear it patiently and enter paradise as a
recompense for this, or if you wish, I will pray
to God to heal this disease miraculously". She
said, "I will be patient, but you must pray that
my body should not be exposed in a epileptic
fit". Hadrat Ibne ‘Abbasra used to point out this
lady to people and say, "Shall I show you a lady
from amongst the people of paradise".>

Friendship with the Poor

Hadrat Anast™ relates that a villager
named Zahir used to bring gifts of village
produce to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.
Hudursa rewarded him with gifts and presents.
We used to say, "Zahir is our villager and we
are his urban friends". The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa showed him great love. This
person was very plain and naive. Once Hudursa
saw him selling merchandise in the market
place, Hudursa went behind and encircled his
neck with his arms. He was unable to see
Hudursa and said, 'Whosever it is, leave me
alone'. But when he turned round and saw the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, joyfully he started
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to rub his back with Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's body. Hudursa said, ‘Who will
buy this slave of mine’? The villager said,
"Hudursa you will find me a worthless
commodity." The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
said, "In the estimation of God you are not a
bad bargain, you are highly regarded".®

Treatment of Bedouins

Hudursa's compassion and kind treatment
was not limited to his Companions, beggars
and poor people, it extended to the uncouth
and harsh bedouins. God, describing the
character of these bedouins in the Holy Qur’an
says:

"The Arabs of the desert are the worst in
belief and hypocrisy, and most apt not to
know the ordinances of the revelation
which Allah has sent down to His
Messenger. And Allah is All knowing
Wise".(9:97)

Quite often these uncivilized desert people
used to ask awkward questions in the
meetings. Hudurs2aused to answer them politely.
Once the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was busy
talking to his Companions, a bedouin
interrupted and asked intrusively, "When will
be Dooms Day"? How can a person with little
knowledge of faith, be made to understand the
answer to this question. Hudursa continued
conversing with the Companions. The
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Companions started to whisper. Some said that
Hudtirsa had not heard the question, and others
said that Hudursa did not like the question,
hence had not answered it. After concluding the
topic under discussion, Hudursa remembered
the bedouin and asked where the questioner
about the Dooms Day was? The questioner
replied that he was still there. Hudurs2told him,
"Wait for the Doom's Day, when the trusts will
be lost. The bedouin heard the answer and
asked another question which indicated that
the meaning of 'lost trust' had not been
understood by him. Hudursa kindly started to
explain the meanings to him. Hudursa told him
that it means, when the sovereignty would be
entrusted to incompetent people, then he
should realize that this is the sign of Doom's
Day.”

Once the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was
standing to lead the prayer, a bedouin came
and holding his dress said, I have small job for
you, please come outside and do it now lest I
forget’. Hudursa went outside the mosque,
performed his task, returned and led the
prayer.8

Inspite of his heavy religious duties,
Hudursa tried his best to win over the hearts of
the bedouins, who visited Madinah. Once a
bedouin fell ill, Hudursa went to enquire about
his health. He consolingly told the patient that
soon his disease would leave him, and his outer
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and inner self would be cleansed. He
despairingly said, "You are saying this but I feel
this fever which is raging in my old body would
take me to the grave". The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa replied, "If this is your thinking,
then it will happen like this". ©

Hudursa was kind enough to go and
enquire about the health of this bedouin and
tried to console him and prayed for him. As he
did not pay regard to the Prophet of God.
Hudursa did not consider it appropriate to argue
and fell silent on hearing him.

Once the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa,
contradicting omens and false notions said that
no disease was contagious in itself. A bedouin
interrupted, 'Why is my camel, which was
healthy as a deer, suffering from mange (skin
disease) by coming in contact with another
camel with this disease"? The Holy Prophet
Muhammads2 made him understand with love
and wisdom that if what he said was true, who
had infected the first camel with this disease?10

In this way neither did he scold the
bedouin for interrupting his conversation, nor
consider him lowly. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa pacified him with a plausible
answer.

Hadrat Abu Hurairahra relates that a
bedouin presented a she camel to the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa. Hudursa gave him six
she camels in return but he was still unhappy
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that Hudursa had not given him enough. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa delivered a sermon
and said, "Such a such person gave me a she
camel as a present. I recognize this she camel
as mine as good as I recognize the persons of
my household. I lost this she camel on such a
such day and now this bedouin has presented
it to me as a gift. I have given him six she
camels but he is still aggrieved. I declare that in
future I will not accept any such gift but I will
not reject gifts presented to me by Quraish,
Ansar, Banu Thaqif or Daus tribe."!1

Consoling the member of a dark race

Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umarr relates that
a dark coloured man came to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa and asked him questions.
Hudursa told him to ask question in order to
understand the matters of faith. He said, "O
Messenger of Allah, you have conferred
superiority to the white races over the black
races in physical appearance and colour as well
as by your Prophethood. If I believe in the
matters of faith as you do and perform these
acts as you do, can I attain your company in
paradise". The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
replied, "Why ever not? "I take oath in the name
of the Being who controls my life, in paradise
the brightness of a negro's light would be visible
from a distance equal to one thousand year's
Journey". He added, "Whosoever proclaimed
Kalimah {¥)41¥, a covenant is written for him in
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the sight of Allah. Whosoever recites, 4
225 would have one hundred and twenty four
thousand good deeds recorded for him". The
black man enquired, "O Messenger of Allah,
how can we be destroyed despite doing these
acts". The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said, "On
the Day of Judgment, a person would present
his one deed, if this deed was to be placed on a
mountain, even the mountain would feel it
heavy. Compared to this one blessing, out of
the blessings of God, would be heavier than
this deed except if God in His Mercy bestows a
greater reward." Then Hudursa recited the first
twenty one verses of Strah
Ad-Dahr. In these verses blessings of Paradise
are mentioned. The black person said, "O
Messenger of Allah, would my eyes see these
bounties like your eyes would see them?" The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said, "Why ever
not"? At this the black person started to cry. He
cried so much that he passed away crying.
Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umarra relates that the
Holy Prophet Muhammads2 placed his body in
the grave with his own hands.12

These are just a few examples of the
compassionate and kind nature of our beloved
Prophetsa. Some similar examples have been
included in the chapter, with titles; care for
the relatives, sympathy for mankind, love
for the Companions, forgiveness and mercy
and the Great Patron.
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Chapter 16

The Holy Prophet Muhammads<+'s
love for his Companions and their
Deep affection for him

Love develops on two grounds, beauty and
sentiment of gratitude. Beauty has an inherent
attraction in it. An attractive being entices every
person of heart and invites him to the beauty.
Our Prophetsa was the paragon of physical
beauty. A poet has written beautifully about
him.

z

.z 4 2z WTG/ sz 24
13 . S —)

"O Holy Prophet Muhammad, you have
been created free from every defect. it
seems you were made perfectly
according to what you wished to be."

The exceptional impact of this physically
and spiritually most handsome being has been
described by a true lover, Hadrat Bra’ bin
‘Azibra, He relates, It was the night of the full
moon and it was shining with full glory. Our
beloved Prophetsa was dressed in a red attire. |
glanced at the full moon and then glanced at
the handsome face of our beloved Prophetsa. I
take oath in the name of Allah, that night the
face of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa looked
more beautiful than the moon.!
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Surely the attraction of this handsome
face was unique, but the beauty of his inner
self was perfect. He himself used to say that it
is in human nature to incline towards it and
love the one who shows kindness to it.2

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa surely
won over the hearts of his Companions with
love and kindness. This was the miracle of his
love that it developed love in the hearts of his
Companions and thousands of devotees of this
benefactor of mankind, blossomed in his love.
This was the blessing of his selfless love that
made him to his Companions dearer than their
own lives. They were prepared to shed their
blood, lest the slightest harm should befall him.
The incidents of passionate love which the
Companions showed for the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa in response to his affection
formed an important chapter of the character of
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. These incidents
allure the hearts. A verse of poetry reflects this
thought.

‘My imagination is limited, while your
beauty is immense’.

Love for Hadrat AbuBakr™ and his
affection for Holy Prophet Muhammad**

Although all of the Companions were dear
to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa but the
status of his dearest, faithful and friend of his
childhood was above all the rest. Hadrat Abu
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Bakrra showed faithful devotion to his master at
every step.

Once Hadrat ‘A’ishahra during an informal
talk, asked the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa,
"Who is dearest to you from among your
Companions"? The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
replied, Abtu Bakrra, Hadrat ‘A’ishahra enquired
about the next best loved person and the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa replied, Umarra. When
asked the third time by Hadrat ‘A’ishahra, the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa replied, Abu
‘Ubaidah bin Al-Jarrahra".3

Hadrat Abu Bakrra also loved his master
passionately. There is an incident of the early
days of Islam. The number of people who had
accepted Islam was even less than forty. Hadrat
Abtu Bakrra insisted that the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa should worship openly in the
Ka‘bah and took him there. When the non-
believers saw Hadrat Abu Bakrra worshipping in
the Ka‘bah, they beat him so badly that he had
to be carried to his house. When he recovered
slightly, the first question he asked was, "How
is my master? Has any distress been caused to
him"?4

Hadrat Abu Bakrra always diligently
protected the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa and
loved Hudursa more than he loved his own life.
Due to the continued persecution by the non-
believers of Makkah, he sought Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's permission to migrate. The Holy
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Prophet Muhammadsa replied, "Wait a little
longer, may be Allah will provide you with a
Companion". This was an expression of love.
Only a few days later, when the non-believers of
Makkah conspired to murder the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, Hadrat Abu Bakrra got the
permission he had sought. The Holy Prophet
Muhammads2 went to his house and told him of
God's permission for migrating. Hadrat Abu
Bakrra was ready and said, 4« Jzst i8"0O
Messenger of God take me with you". His
daughter Asma’a says that he had spent most
of his money in the way of Allah, a little amount
which he had saved he took with him.

The faithfulness and devotion which
Hadrat Abu Bakrra showed during this blessed
Journey of migration is unparalled in the
history of mankind. He had two she camels
specially prepared for the Journey of migration.
One of these she camels he presented to the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa without charge, but
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa accepted it after
paying for it. Hadrat Abu Bakrra took five
thousand dirhams the expenses with him. The
good fortune of his being with the Holy Prophet
Muhammads2 is recorded for ever in the Qur’an.
It says,

W 6y 3 Y sl J3kh) S § Gl i g6
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"While he was one of the two when he
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said to his Companion, grieve not, for
Allah is with us."

During the Journey of migration, this
faithful soldier rushed to the front, back, left
and right of his master to protect him and took
him to Yathrab safely.5

During this Journey when a non-believer
Suragah came near them, seeing him Hadrat
Abt Bakra was in tears. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa asked the cause of his grief. He
replied, "I have no fear for my own life, I am
afraid lest any harm touches you."®

Hadrat Abu Bakrm besides his passionate
love for the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, fully
understood his disposition. When Surah An-
Nasrwas revealed in which the victorious days
of Islam and people joining it in troops is
mentioned, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
recited these verses in a gathering of his
Companions. Hadrat Abt Bakrra started to cry
on hearing these verses. The Companions were
confused as to why he was crying at the glad
tidings of victories. But Hadrat Abu Bakrra with
his deep insight understood the import of the
subject matter, while others were unable to do
so. Hadrat Abu Bakrra's sagacity knew that in
these verses the completion of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's mission was mentioned and his
death was being referred to. The thought of
separation from his beloved made him cry. The
apprehension of this true lover proved right and
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the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa stayed alive for
only two years after this incident.”

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa professed
his love for Hadrat ‘Umarra after the love for
Hadrat Abu Bakrra. Acceptance of Islam by
Hadrat ‘Umara was a miracle of the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's prayer. Hudursa loved
Hadrat ‘Umarra for his God given abilities and
encouraged him. Once the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa said, "In Bani Israel, there were
people with whom God communicated but they
were not Prophets. There is one such person,
‘Umarr in my Ummah."8

Hadrat Umarr was a true devotee of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. Zuhrah bin
Ma‘badra relates that once they were with the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. Hudursa was
holding Hadrat ‘Umarra's hand. Expressing
great affection, Hadrat ‘Umarr said, "O
Messenger of God, you are dearer to me than
everything except my life." The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa replied, "By the name of the
Being who controls my life, no one can be a
true believer until I am dearer to him than his
life". Hadrat ‘Umarra said, "I take oath in the
name of Allah, from today you are dearer to me
than my own life". The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa said, "O ‘Umar, from today"? As if
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa knew that
Hadrat ‘Umarr held him dearer than his own
life even before this expression of love.?
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Hadrat ‘Umar™ was so enamoured with
Hudursa's love that when Hudursa passed away,
he was not prepared to accept this fact due to
excessive grief. He could not bear to think that
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa had actually
died. He was announcing like a madman that
whosoever said that the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa had passed away he would
decapitate that person. This state of intense
grief reflects Hadrat ‘Umarra's deep love and
emotional attachment to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa,10

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's love for
Hadrat ‘Uthmanra and Hadrat °‘Alira was also
special. He married his two daughters to
Hadrat ‘Uthmanra one after the other and said
that if he had a third daughter he would give
her hand in marriage to ‘Usman.!!

Regarding Hadrat °‘Alira the Holy Prophet
Muhammads2 said, "‘Ali is connected to me as
Hartnas was connected to Musaas."12

He also said that if anyone wished to have
relationship of love with him, would have to
have a love relationship with ‘Ali as well.13

Hadrat ‘Uthmanra and Hadrat ‘Alira also
showed devotion to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. On one hand Hadrat ‘Uthmanra
earned the title of 'Ghani' by freely spending his
wealth in the way of Allah and on the other the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa made him his
representative at the truce of Hudaibiyah.
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Hudursa took the oath of allegiance on Allah's
command from his Companions to sacrifice
their lives for the sake of ‘Uthmanra. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa put his one hand on top
of the other hand and said, "This is the hand of
‘Uthmanra".

Hadrat ‘Alira had declared his allegiance
and support to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
from day one of the declaration of Prophethood.
When the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa invited
his family to accept Islam, all his family
members refused except this young boy, who
despite being weak, promised to help him. He
proved true to his word throughout his life. At
the time of the migration he put his life at risk
by staying in the place of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, 14

'Amin-ul-Ummah', (trustworthy person
among the followers) Hadrat Abu Ubaidahra was
one of sincere devotees of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. Hudursa said that after Abu
Bakrra and ‘Umarra, he loved Aba ‘Ubaidahra the
most.

A grave test of Hadrat Abu ‘Ubaidahra's
love for the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
occurred during the battle of Uhud. In this
battle his old father, ‘Amir was fighting against
the Muslim along with the non-believers.
Hadrat Abu ‘Ubaidahra like a great warrior was
bravely advancing in the battle field when he
came face to face with his father, who had
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targeted him quite a few times. How grave and
emotional moment it was. On one side was his
father who had raised his sword against Allah
and his prophet and on the other was Allah and
His Messenger. The world is witness to this fact
that Hadrat Abu ‘Ubaidahra did not hesitate for
a moment to destroy the enemy of Islam even
though it was his own father. Moments later
Abu ‘Ubaidah's polytheist father lay dead on the
ground, killed by his son, a believer in one God.
Salute for this trustee of the Ummah. How
wonderfully he discharged his trust and even
the close relationship with the father did not
deter him from serving Islam. On this historic
event the verse of Surah Al-Mwjadilah was
revealed in which Allah the Almighty says in
praise of the perfect believers, "You will not find
any people who believe in Allah and the Last
Day, loving those who oppose Allah and His
Messenger."(58:23)15

Another incident of Hadrat Abu
‘Ubaidahra's love for the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa has been narrated by Hadrat Aba
Bakrra. "During the battle of Uhud due to the
pelting of stones by the enemy two links of Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's helmet broke and
became imbedded in his cheek. I rushed to the
Holy Prophet Muhammads2a to help. I saw
another person running towards us. I prayed in
my heart that may God make this person a
source of assistance for us. I looked carefully, it

295



CHAPTER 16 The Holy Prophet Muhammads?'s love for his Companions and their Deep affection
for him

was Abu ‘Ubaidahra who had reached the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa before me. He judged the
situation and requested me in the name of
Allah to let him take out these pieces of metal
embedded in Hudurs2's cheek. Then he caught
hold of one piece of metal with his own teeth
and pulled it out with full force. Abu ‘Ubaidahra
fell backwards and one of his own tooth broke.
Then he pulled the second piece of metal
embedded in Hudursa's other cheek. He pulled
it out with such force that another of his tooth
broke and he fell backwards again. He suffered
a great deal of pain himself but saved the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa from further injury. He
did not let any chance of service to his master
slip.16

Hadrat Ja‘fara was another sincere
devotee of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. Once
a discussion arose amongst the most beloved
persons of Hudursa, Zaidra, ‘Alira, Ja‘farra as to
who was loved the most. When they asked
Hudursa, he most kindly assured them that he
greatly loved all of them. He told Hadrat Ja‘farra
that he resembled him the most, in appearance,
character, nature and manners and was
nearest to him.17

This expression of love by the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 for Hadrat Ja‘farra makes
Hadrat Ja‘farra, the object of our spontaneous
love. He was martyred in the battle of Mu’tah.
His wife Asma’ relates, "The Holy Prophet
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Muhammadsa visited our house at that time
and asked for Hadrat Ja‘farra's children to be
brought to him. He embraced them and
cuddled them. His eyes were brimming with
tears. I asked him, ‘Why are you crying. Is there
any news about Ja‘far’? He replied, "Yes, he has
been martyred in the way of Allah". His
martyrdom in the way of Allah made him even
more dearer to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.
He advised his family to look after Ja‘far's
family and send them meals etc.18

Such scenes of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's love were seen by some
Companions and it made them envious. Hadrat
‘Abdullah bin Mas‘dre said that he saw one
such scene happening to Miqgdad bin Al-
Aswadra at the battle of Badr. He wished that he
was in his place to receive the good fortune
which Miqdad bin Al-Aswadr received. This
incident happened when the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was motivating Muslims to fight
against the non-believers, Miqdadra said, "O
Messenger of God, we will not say what the
followers of Musaas said, ‘Musa and His Lord
should fight’, on the other hand we will fight on
your right and on your left. We will fight in
front of you and at your back. I take oath in the
Being Who controls my life, that if you take the
steeds to the place Barkul-Ghimad we would
follow you".19

Hadrat ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘dra says that
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on hearing these words the face of the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa lit up and this discourse
made him very happy.

Hadrat Abu Talhara was one of the
fortunate Companions who received the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's love. Hudursa used to
informally visit his house and his orchard and
treated his children with love. Hadrat Abu
Talhara saved a bowl and Hudursa's hair as
taken of his love and he loved the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa passionately.20

At the battle of Uhud when the non-
believers attacked the second time, among the
Companions who risked their lives to protect
the Holy Prophet Muhammads2a by forming a
circle round him, Abxi Talhara held a prominent
position. He defended the Holy Prophet
Muhammads2 from the front. Hudursa handed
arrows to him and wanted to see where the
arrow had hit. Abxi Talhara requested him, "O
Messenger of Allah, do not raise your head least
an arrow hits you. My chest is like a shield for
your chest."21

Another ardent devotee of the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa was Hadrat Mas‘ab bin
‘Umairra. He belonged to a very wealthy family.
When he accepted Islam he left luxuries and
adopted a life of austerity. One day the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa2 saw Mas‘ab bin Umairra
in such an impoverished state that his torn
clothes had patches of leather on them. The
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Companions saw him and lowered their gazes
as they were unable to help him. Mas‘abra
greeted Hudtrsa. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa affectionately responded to his
greetings and remembering the life of this once
rich man, his eyes brimmed with tears. Then
Hudursa encouragingly advised him, "All praise
belongs to Allah, good luck to the worldly
people for their worldly possessions. I have seen
Mas‘abra when there was no one wealthier than
him in Makkah. Now the love of God and His
Messenger has transformed him to this state."22

The first preacher of Islam, Mas‘abra, after
migration to Madinah, came back to Makkah to
meet the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. A unique
incident of his love for the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa happened at that time. When he
arrived in Makkah, instead of going to his
mother's house (his mother by that time had
stopped opposing Islam) he went straight to see
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. He informed
Hudursa of the events in Madinah and gave him
a detailed report of the rapid spread of Islam.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was very happy
to hear about his efforts in this field.

When Mas‘abra's mother came to know
that he was in Makkah and instead of visiting
her, had gone to meet the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, she sent a message to Mas‘abra,
"O disloyal one, you have come to my city and
did not come to see me first". The beautiful
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reply sent by Mas‘abra shows his love for the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, he replied, "O my
mother, I cannot bear to see anyone before
meeting the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa."23

In the Battle of Uhud, by offering his life

in sacrifice he set a seal on his love for the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa. Mas‘abra was martyred
in protecting the Islamic flag. When the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa2 reached his dead body,
he had fallen on his face as if even at the last
moment of his life he was content in God's will
and was prostrating. Hudursa recited this verse
while standing near his dead body.

032481 S5 s B A a5 80 2p 3
"There are some of them who have
fulfilled their vow (lost their lives in
fighting), and some who still wait, and

they have not change their condition in
the least."

After this the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
addressing the corpse of his true lover said, ‘O
Mas‘ab, Messenger of Allah is a witness over
you. You have fulfilled the true essence of this
verse and are among those faithful champions
who have accomplished their promises. You will
be appointed witness over others on the Day of
the Judgment'. Then the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa granted another honour to
Mas‘abra, the guardian of the Islamic flag, while
bidding his last farewell, he addressed the
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Companions and said, ‘O my Companions,
come and pay respect to him and send salam to
him. I take oath in the Being in whose hand is
my life, until the Day of Judgment, whosoever
sends salam to him, will receive a reply from
him."24

Hadrat Anas bin Malikr relates that his
uncle Anas bin Nadrr did not participate in the
battle of Badr and he was extremely sorry for
not participating in this first battle for Islam.
He had given his word to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa that if he had the chance to
participate in a battle with Hudursa, God would
witness the bravery he would show. He fought
bravely in the Battle of Uhud and when the
Muslims had to retreat after victory by leaving
the pass, with great fervour he said, "O Allah, I
beg forgiveness for the Muslims who have
abandoned the pass and express my disgust at
the actions of the non-believers". He then
marched forward with the sword in his hand.
He met Sa‘d bin Mu‘adhra on the way. In reply
to his question as to where he was going, he
said that he smelled the fragrance of paradise
from the pass. He was martyred while fighting
bravely. He fought with such bravery and
fiercely that his body suffered eighty wounds
inflicted by swords, spears and arrows. His
body became unrecognizable due to these
wounds and his sister identified him from a
scar on his finger tip.25
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Another true devotee was an Ansari chief
called Sa‘d bin Rabi. In the battle field of
Uhud the bodies of seventy martyrs were piled
on top of each other. One by one, the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2a was remembering his
loyal devotees. Suddenly he said, "Is there
anyone who can go and find out what has
happened to Ansari chief Sa‘d bin Rabia I have
seen him encircled in the shower of arrows.
"Ubayy bin Ka‘bra, Muhammad bin Maslamahra
and Zaid bin Harithahra told the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa that they were ready to go and
look for him. Hudursa sent Muhammad bin
Maslamahraand said, "If you meet Sa‘d bin
RabiTa, give him my salam and tell him that the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa enquires about your
well  being."Muhammad bin Maslamahr
searched for his body among the scattered dead
bodies in the battle field and called aloud his
name but received no response. Then he called
aloud, "O Sa‘d bin Rabi‘, the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa has sent me to enquire about
you." Suddenly there was a movement in the
dead bodies and a feeble sound was heard.
When he went near he found Sa‘d, gravely
wounded. He told Sa‘d that the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa had sent him salam and to find
out how he was? Sa‘d bin Rabi‘ said, "I am near
death and have received twelve fatal sword
wounds from which I would not survive. Convey
my salam to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa and
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respectfully say to him on my behalf, ‘May God
give you the best reward of all the rewards
given to the previous Prophets by their
followers’. Convey my salam to my people as
well, and give them my message that they
should always remember the covenant they
made with the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa in
the valley of ‘Ugbah. We have fulfilled this
covenant till our last breath and now it is up to
you to discharge the obligations of this trust. As
long as there exists among you even one blinking
eye and the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa suffers a
loss, none of your excuses would be accepted by
God’."Muhammad bin Maslamahra returned and
narrated the whole incident to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa,

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's heart
must have been comforted by this narration.26

Another true devotee was Zaid bin
Dathinahra, who was imprisoned during an
Islamic expedition. An idol worshiping chief
Safwan bin Umayyah bought him to avenge the
death of his friends by killing him. When
Safwan accompanied by his slave brought Zaid
bin Dathinahra outside the Haram to kill him,
he said, "O Zaid, I ask you in the name of God,
would you wish that Muhammad was here in
this place instead of you and you would be
sitting at home comfortably"? Zaid replied, "I
declare in the name of Allah that I cannot even
bear that the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa should
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suffer even the slightest discomfort in exchange
for my escape from death". When Safwan heard
this he exclaimed, "By God, I have never seen
anyone like him."27

Once the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
dispatched a group of seventy men, who had
memorized the Holy Qur'an by heart for
preaching and teaching Islam at the request of
some tribes. These men were martyred by Bani
Salim and other tribes at a place called Bi'r-e-
Ma‘“nah. After killing the leader of the group,
Amir Haram bin Malhanre, the enemy encircled
the rest. At that time they prayed, "O Allah, we
have no means of informing the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, You somehow convey our salam
to him, inform him about our martyrdom and
convey to him that we are pleased with our
Lord and our Lord is pleased with us". God
informed the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
through Gabriel. Hudtrsa was sitting in the
company of his Companions in Madinah.
Suddenly he said, " 165 peace be on them
as well". Then he delivered a sermon and
informed the Companion of this incident that
their brethren had an encounter with the non-
believers and they all had been martyred. At the
time of martyrdom they had prayed to Allah to
convey their salam to us and also the message
that they were pleased with the Lord.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was
extremely grieved by the death of these seventy
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Companions. Hadrat Anas™ relates that he had
never seen the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
suffer so much grief at anyone's death as he did
for the martyrs of Bir-e-Ma‘Gnah. For thirty
days he would raise his hand in the last rak‘at
of namaz and pray for victory and support.28
Another incident reveals the care which
the Companions showed for the safety of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. Hadrat Abu Musa
Ash‘arira relates, while traveling with the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa we encamped for the
night at one place. During the night I thought
about the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa and I
went to the place where he was staying. I did
not find him there and started to search for
him. Another Companion of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was frantically searching for him
as well. Both of us were looking for him when
we saw him coming towards us. We said, "O
Messenger of Allah, you are in the enemy
territory and in an area of war. We are worried
about your personal safety. For God's sake if
you require to go somewhere, you should ask
your Companions to accompany you". The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa replied, "Actually an
angel of God came and gave me a choice
between half of my Ummah entering paradise
and the right to intercede. I requested the right
to intercede as I realized that this would result
in more of my Ummah being forgiven. Then a
choice between two thirds of my Ummah
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entering paradise and the right of intercession
was given to me, again I chose the right of
intercession as I knew that in the right of
intercession there is the allowance of
forgiveness for more people of my Ummah".
Both these two Companions who were
searching for the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa,
requested him for his intercession on their
behalf to be accepted by God. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa prayed for them. These
Companions went and told others to request
Hudursa to pray for their being among the
persons who would receive the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's intercession. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa said, "His intercession would be
for every professor of the Kalimah."29

At the Battle of Hudaibiyah, Urwah bin
Mas‘d came to the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa as an ambassador for Quraish.
One of the Companions Hadrat Mughirah bin
Shu‘bahra was standing near Hudursa with a
sword in his hand to protect Hudursa. In
accordance with the Arab custom, this
ambassador, while entreating for a favour,
would extend his hand to touch the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's beard. The passionate
devotee could not bear that an idolater should
touch the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's beard.
Every time this ambassador extended his hand,
he would brush away the hand with the tip of
the sword and said, "Take your hand away from
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the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's beard".30

‘Urwah was taken aback by this
behaviour and asked, "Who is this young man?"
When he came to know that it was Mughirah,
he addressed him, "You know that I have been
your helper before the time of Islam, and is this
the reward you are giving me?"

The fact is that the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was dearer to his Companions
than their own friends and relatives. In the
plain of Hudaibiyah, ‘Urwah saw another scene
of Companion's love for the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. The Companion would not let
the water from the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
ablution fall on the ground, even his spit did
not fall on the ground. The companion's were
collecting this water in their hands as
benediction. They obeyed his commands with
great devotion. When this ambassador returned
to the Quraish he expressed his feelings in the
words, "l have seen the courts of the mighty
emperors and the palaces of Qaisar, Kisra and
Najashi, by God I have not seen any courtiers of
a king paying so much respect to his master as
I have seen the Companions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa do. By God the Companions of
Muhammad do not even let his spit fall on the
ground, instead they take it in their hands and
rub it on their bodies. When he commands
them to do something they immediately act on
it. When Muhammad performs ablution, they
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do not let even a drop fall on the ground and it
looks as if they will fight over it. When he talks
to them, they listen in silence and do not look
into his face as a mark of respect and talk softly
to him". In brief such scenes of expression of
the love which the Companions had for the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa astounded the non-
believing chief of Quraish.3!

Another sincere devotee of the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa was Hadrat Abu Ayyub
Ansarira, For the six or seven months, Hudursa
stayed at his house, he discharged his duties as
a host perfectly. For the whole of this period, he
had the food prepared and sent to the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa. When the remaining
food was returned to his house, he would look
for Hudursa's finger marks and ate that food.
Once the Holy Prophet Muhammads2 did not
partake of the food sent to him. Hadrat Abu
Ayyubra came to Hudursa to enquire the reason,
as he was so used to eating the food left over
after Hudursa's meal. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa told him that there were onions
and garlic in it, which he did not like. Hadrat
Abu Ayyubra said, "Whatever Hudursa dislikes, I
would also dislike."32 (It seems that there were
raw onions or garlic in the food, which Hudursa
did not like.)

Another Companion enamoured by the
love of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa was Zaid
bin Harithahra. He had been captured and sold
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as a slave. He was a servant of Hadrat
Khadijahra, who had presented him to the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa freed him and adopted him as
son. Hadrat Zaidra received Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's love and was known as 'Hibbe
Rastl' meaning "Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
beloved". He himself was enamoured with the
love of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.

Zaidra's father was searching for him and
traced him to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.
He requested Zaidra's release. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa called Zaidra and said, "O Zaid
you have a choice you can stay with me or
return to your home and parents". Zaidr's reply
would always be remembered by the world, as it
was so deeply imbued with love. He said, "My
master, [ cannot even think of going with
anyone, now you are my mother and my
father."33

When the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
reached Madinah after migration, he felt the
need for a helper. Hadrat Umme Salamahra and
Abu Talhara presented their son, Anas for the
service.34

Like his own parents, Hudursa used to call
him, 'son' and sometimes 'Unais' with love.
Some times jokingly he would call him
asYistmeaning one with two ears.35

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa prayed for
him in the words, "O Allah, bless Anas with
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wealth and children and grant him entry in
paradise".36

Hadrat Anasr was known as the Khadim-
e-Rastl" (servant of the Messenger). He used to
feel honoured by this title. His pride was
justified as no title was more honourable than
the one as being the servant of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa. Hadrat Anas™ received the
blessings of both the worlds for this service.

Hadrat Anasr loved the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa passionately. He had one hair of
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa as a relic and at
his death he willed that this should be placed
under his tongue. He also had one walking
stick  belonging to the Holy Prophet
Muhammads?a, this also was buried with him.
This was the extent of his deep love for his
master that he was not prepared to be
separated from these things, which once
belonged to his master. After the death of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, he would, at times,
be besides himself with grief. As the Arabian
poet Hassan, wrote that the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa was the pupil of his eye, and for
Hadrat Anasr he was the light of his eye. He
was blessed with the visions of his master in
the dreams. When he talked about the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa, in words, the listeners
were able to visualize the whole scene. His
relationship of love was interrupted by Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa's death.
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Hadrat Usamahr was the son of the slave
Zaid, whom the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa had
freed. He was also known as "Hibbe Rastl". The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said, "Usamabhra,
after my daughter, Fatimahra, is my most
beloved person". Usamahra himself said, "The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa would seat me and
Hadrat Husain™ on his thighs and pray, "O
Allah, I love these two, You also love them".37
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa entrusted the
command of the army sent against the Romans,
during his last illness, to the young Usamahra.38

When Usamahra came to bid farewell to
Hudursa during his last illness, he told us,
"When I met the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, he
put both his hands on me and then raised
them. I know he was praying for me."

Allah be praised, how deeply this master
loved the orphan child. Even in his illness
which resulted in his death, he was praying for
him as if he was entrusting him to God's
protection. This was an expression of his love
for Usamabhra.

At the Battle of Mu’tah, in which
Usamabhra's father Zaidra was martyred, Hudursa
saw Usamahra's sister crying and he also
started to cry. Sa‘d bin ‘Abadahra asked the
Holy Prophet Muhammads2 as to why he was
crying. He replied, "It is a sentiment of love".

One of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
sincere followers was Thauban bin Malikra.
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Once he came to Hudursa and was crying. The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa asked about his
well being. He replied, "O Messenger of Allahsa,
in this world we can come and meet you
whenever we wish but in the life hereafter you
will be at a very lofty station, how would we
reach you. This thought upsets me". The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa gave him the glad tidings
that a person , would be in the company of the
one whom he loves.39

Rabiah Aslami was another attendant.
One day Hudursa wanted to reward him for his
services and asked him to name whatever he
wanted. After some thinking Rabi‘ahra replied,
"O Messenger of Allah, I wish for your company
in paradise". The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
told him to assist in fulfilment of this request
by offering abundant prayers, prostrations and
Salat.40

Hadrat Jabirra relates this incident which
happened to his father, ‘Abdullah bin Haramr.
Once he had prepared "halwah"(a sweet dish)
and told Hadrat Jabirra to take it to the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa as a present. When he
took it to Hudursa. Hudursa said, "Jabir have
you brought some meat"? He told him that it
was halwah which his father had sent for him.
Hudursa accepted the gift graciously. When he
returned his father enquired what had the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa said to him. He told him
what Hudursa had said. My father said, "it
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seems that the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
desires to eat meat." So he slaughtered one of
his milk producing goat and ordered it to be
roasted. He sent his son to take this roasted
meat to Hudursa. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa accepted it, gave thanks and with
great love said, "May Allah reward Ansar
especially ‘Umar bin Haram's tribe,
profoundly".41

Hadrat Jabirra's father Hadrat ‘Abdullahra
met martyrdom at Uhud and left Jabira and
seven daughters behind. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa used to take great care of Jabirra.
After the martyrdom of Hadrat ‘Abdullahre,
Jabir was burdened heavily by debt which he
owed to a Jewish moneylender. This debt was
paid with the blessings of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's prayer.42

In a Journey Hadrat Jabirra's camel was
tired and refused to budge. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa prayed for it and it started to
run.43

Hadrat Jabira received kindness from
Hudursa and was deeply in love with him. He
could not bear Hudursa's slightest discomfort.
Hadrat Jabirra relates that at the time of the
battle of Ahzab, the Companions were starving.
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa himself had not
eaten for three days and had tied stones on his
stomach to relieve the pangs of hunger.

Hadrat Jabirra relates, "With Hudursa's
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permission I went home and told my wife that
Hudursa was in such a state that it had become
impossible for me to bear it. I asked my wife if
there was any food in the house? [ then
slaughtered a goat and in the meanwhile my
wife ground some oats. When the meat started
to cook, I returned and requested Hudursa "O
Messenger of Allah, I have a small amount of
food in my house, please come with one or two
other people and eat it."Hudurs2 enquired about
the quantity of the food available. I informed
him of the quantity and he replied that it was
enough. Hudursa told me to go back home and
tell my wife not to take the cooking pot off the
fire and not to start baking the bread in the
oven, until he arrived. Then he announced to
his Companions that Jabir had invited them
for a feast. All the Ansar and the migrants
accompanied the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa. I
went to my wife and she said, ‘Good luck to
you, Hudursa is bringing all Ansar and migrants
with him. "Did the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
not ask you about the quantity of food?" my
wife enquired. I told her that I did inform
Hudursa. When they all arrived at my house,
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa told the
Companions to enter my house quietly. Hudursa
started to distribute bread with pieces of meat
on it. He kept the cooking pot and the oven
covered. He would serve food from it and again
cover it. In this manner Hudursa kept feeding
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his Companions until every one had their fill
and still some food was left over. Then he
advised my wife to eat food and also send it to
others as a gift, as many people were starving
at that time.*4

Hadrat Kabra bin ‘Ujrah says, "One day I
saw the face of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
had become pale. I said, "May my parents be
sacrificed for you, are you feeling alright"?
Quite informally Hudurs2 told me that he had
not eaten for the last three days. I immediately
set out to search for food. | saw that a Jew was
watering his camels. I offered to draw a bucket
of water from the well in exchange for one date.
I collected these dates and presented them to
Hudursa. He asked me, 'Where did you get them
from'? I told him the whole story. The Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa asked, 'O Kab, do you
love me'? I replied, 'My parents be sacrificed for
you, I love you passionately'. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa said, 'starvation and poverty
comes speedily to the person who loves me. You
will be tested and you better get ready for it'.
Once Hadrat Kabra fell ill. Hudarsa missed him
for a few days and enquired about his well
being. When he was told of Ka‘br's illness, he
visited him, offered solace and gave him glad
tidings.45

Hadrat Sa‘d bin Khaithmahra relates,
"During the Journey of Tabuk, I was left behind
while the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa went
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ahead. I went to my date palm orchard. I found
that the water had been sprinkled and a nice
cool place had been prepared for rest. My wife
was also present there. I said that it was not
justified that the Prophet of God was in
intensely hot weather while I was in the shade
of the fruit trees. Immediately I set out and took
some dates for food during the Journey. My
wife inquired where I was heading for? I told
her that I was going to join the Holy Prophet
Muhammads2 in Jihad. When I came near the
army, the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa saw the
dust in the distance and said, 'May God this be
Abu Khaithmahm'. I presented my self to
Hudurs2 and told him, ‘O Prophet of God, I was
about to be ruined by staying behind’. I told
him the whole story. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa prayed for my welfare."46

The love of the Prophet is a sign of faith.
The lady Companions of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa were not lagging behind in
devotion. They used to keep a careful watch on
the circumstances and requirements of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa and gained peace of
mind in fulfilling those tasks.

Who else would be a greater lover of the
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa than his wife,
Hadrat ‘A’ishahra? Masruq relates, "One day
while talking about the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa Hadrat ‘A’ishahra started to cry, I
asked her the reason for her sadness. She said,
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"I never eat enough food to satiate me, I like to
remember the hard and financially difficult
times of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's life
and cry".47

Hadrat Zaid Madnira relates, "We went to
see Hadrat ‘A’ishahra and greeted her saying,
Assalam o Alaikum, Ummul-Muminin". She
while replying wa-alaikum salam started cry.
We asked her as to why she was crying. She
said, "I have come to know that you people eat
different types of food and after eating you go in
search of medicine for digesting it. I
remembered the times of the Holy Prophet
Muhammads2a and this has made me cry. He
passed away from the world, in the state that
he never had two meals in a day. If he had
dates, he did not have enough bread and if he
ate bread he did not have enough of dates. [ am
reminded of those times of hardship and could
not help crying."48

One lady Companion felt that the Holy
Prophet Muhammads2 needed a new dress. She
brought a beautiful covering which she had
embroidered with her own hands. While
presenting it to Hudursa she said, "O Messenger
of Allah I wish that you use this shawl
yourself'. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
thanked Allah, who had provided for his need
and accepted the gift. The Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa, came to the mosque wearing this
garment. One person said, "O Prophet of God,
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this is a beautiful shawl, you give it to me". The
Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said, 'Ok it is
yours'. When Hudursa left the meeting, the
Companions said to this person, 'You have not
acted rightly by asking the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa for this shawl, especially when
Hudursa needed it. You know very well that if
some one asks for something, Hudursa never
refuses". That Companion who had asked for
the shawl said, "I asked for it because the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa had worn it and it would
bring blessings for me. I wish that when I die,
my body should be wrapped in it as it has been
in contact with Hudursa's body'.49

Hadrat Umme Sulaimr used to prepare
food and send it to Hudursa's house. She also
prepared a large quantity of food at the time of
Hadrat Zainabre's wedding and Hudursa
arranged Walimah feast with this food.5°

One Ansari lady named Mina*a whose
husband was a carpenter brought a wooden
seat for Hudursa. She asked the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa's permission, and had a pulpit
made, which Hudursa used for delivering
sermons.5!

On the day of Uhud, news spread in
Madinah that the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
has been martyred. The ladies of Madinah
started crying and wailing. One of them said,
"Do not be hasty in crying. Let me find out if
the news is true"? She went and found out that
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all her relations had been martyred. She saw a
funeral and on asking she was told that it was
her father's funeral. She was also told of the
funeral of her brother, husband and son. She
asked about the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa
and was told that he was coming. She leapt
towards Hudursa, caught hold of his apparel
and said, "May my parents be sacrificed for
you. O Messenger of Allah if you are alive, I do
not care for anyone else's death."52

In brief, men, women and children, all of
them were passionately in love with the Holy
Prophet Muhammadsa and this was due to his
high morals. The world acknowledged it and
would continue to appreciate it.
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Chapter 17

The Prophets* as a Summoner to
Allah

An important duty of the Holy Prophet
Muhammadsa as a Prophet and a Messenger
was to call mankind towards God. In the Holy
Qur’an this status has been described as4 J) &is
435.(33:47)

"And as a Summoner to Allah by His
command."

He was the best amongst mankind who
not only invited the world to God, he himself
acted on the commandments of God and thus
proved to the world that he was the most
obedient one.

He was the one who did full justice in
compliance of command of "#s"(convey the
message). He invited people secretly as well as
openly. He invited people to God during the day
as well as during the night.

Deep concern for the human beings
throbbed his heart and for this reason he
conveyed the message of Islam to every one. He
preached this message to the poor and the
destitutes as well to the kings and chiefs. He
was not daunted by their power and royal
majesty. He always preached the teachings of
the Qur’an, steadfastly and with wisdom.

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa said
regarding this lofty mission, "I am only a
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preacher, it is God alone Who guides people. So
if you receive anything from me in these
beautiful teachingsconveyed with love, then
surely it will carry blessings."!

The passion that stirred in the heart of
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa for -calling
people towards Allah and his concern for the
guidance of mankind can be judged by his
saying, "O people, your and my example is like
the person who lights a fire (for light). The
moths and insects come and fall into it. This
person tries to push them away but they do not
stop and continue to fall into it. I wish to save
you from the fire by holding your waists but
you keep running to this fire in a state of
frenzy."?

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa adopted
all prudent measures to convey the message of
God. He always spoke gently. With goodly
advice, he invited the world to the beautiful
message of Islam. He invited them with glad
tidings and news of the blessings. He warned
them of the punishment from God, but he
always proved his point with humility and
gentleness.

One of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa's
sagacious policy was to initiate discussion with
values common amongst people. He always
gave priority to the message of the unity of God.
Whenever necessary he preached by winning
over the hearts. The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa

322



Muhammads? The Perfect Man

suffered pain and trials in this mission. He was
insulted and assaulted but he always showed
patience. From the day of his ordination as a
Prophet to the last day of his life, he preached
with steadfastness and never lapsed in his
duty.

In accordance with the Divine guidance
he would often avoid the fierce enemies
amongst the idolaters and of ignorant people.
He avoided confrontation in debate. If the
discussions ended in heated debate, he would
gently advise that the issues should be
discussed in an amiable manner. He always
avoided giving harsh judgments unless the
opponent transgressed limits. He considered it
essential to convey the message with reason,
according to God's command. He never
harassed anyone to make him accept his point
of view. He used to say that God ordained him
as a preacher and not the one who treats
people harshly.3

The Holy Prophet Muhammadsa used to
pray for people whom he preached and prayed
for the helpers and supporters of his mission,
who were preaching to other people after
receiving training from him. These helpers
trained other callers to Allah.

Confidential and person to person
