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Translation: 

O ye who believe! enter not houses other than your own until you have asked leave and 

saluted the inmates thereof. That is better for you that you may be heedful. And if you find 

no one therein, do not enter them until you are given permission. And if it be said to you, 

“go back, then go back; that is purer for you. And Allah knows well what you do.  It is no sin 

on your part to enter uninhabited houses wherein are your goods. And Allah knows what 

you reveal and what you conceal. (Al-Nur 28-30)

Darsul Qur’an
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A beautiful teaching is presented in these verses, which serve as preventative measures 

against many social evils. The first injunction is that one should not enter a house other 

than his own without first notifying his arrival by saluting its inmates and seeking their 

permission and without first eliciting whether they want to see him. This injunction, though 

apparently very simple and elementary, if made the general rule of conduct is calculated 

to save much trouble and suspicion. It would not only put a stop to possible scandals 

but would serve also to save people from being seen in conditions likely to give rise to 

suspicion and the privacy of houses will also not be intruded upon. It may also be inferred 

from this verse that that unauthorised entry into an office leads to dislocation of office 

work and waste of time, therefore, before entering it, permission should be sought from 

the concerned authority, and visitors should notify their coming by saluting the inmates. 

Salutation also helps the inmates to recognize the visitor. The practice of sending in a name-

slip or introduction card to a person with whom interview is sought in his office or home is 

a correct way of finding out whether or not he agrees to see the visitor and is in conformity 

with the above mentioned injunction. The next verse also shows that it is prohibited to 

enter even uninhabited houses without requisite permission having been obtained from 

the concerned person or persons.

The Holy Prophet (saw) said that the best way to seek permission is to say Assalamo Alaikum 

loudly. It is mentioned in one of the traditions that somebody knocked on Hoy Prophet’s 

door and sought permission to come in. He asked one of his servants to teach him how 

to ask for permission by saying Salam loudly and then seek permission to enter. It is also 

mentioned in another traditions that if permission is not granted to enter, one should go 

back. All the companions of the Holy Prophet (saw) used to act upon this teaching.

It has been customary that enemies of Islam have been attacking teaching of Islam without 

knowing the language and without reference to the context and also do not hesitate to 

contrive the matter. such opponents, once again, have launched fresh attacks on Islam as 

they seem to be scared by the increasing popularity of Islam in the western countries. Their 

only aim is to defame Islam so that no one dares to show interest in this religion. Don 

Richardson, an American, has written a similar book by the name of “Secrets of the Qur’an”. 

He has contrived to mention the above verses, without reference to the context, permit 

Muslims to steal from any house. Only a blind or an unjust person like, Don Richardson, can 

arrive on such conclusion. Islam has never directed anywhere to steal and there are several 

verses to admonish against stealing. Anybody who reads all the above verses would have 

no doubt that it presents a beautiful teaching, which can protect the society from many 

social evils. 
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On Multiplying the Greeting of Peace

Abu Hurairah relates that the Holy Prophet said: When Allah created Adam He said to 
him: Go and offer the salutation of peace to that company of angels sitting there and 
then listen to the greeting they return to you, for that will be your greeting and that 
of your progeny. Adam said to the angels: Peace be on you; and they responded with: 
Peace be on you and the mercy of Allah; adding “the mercy of Allah” to his greeting 
(Bokhari and Muslim).

Bra’a ibn ‘Azib relates: The Holy Prophet enjoined the following seven upon us: Visiting 
the sick, following a funeral, calling down the mercy of Allah upon one who sneezes, 
supporting the weak, helping the oppressed, multiplying the greeting of peace, and 
fulfilling vows (Bokhari and Muslim)

On the Manner of Greeting

Imran ibn Husain relates: A man came to the Holy Prophet and said: Peace be on you. 
The Holy Prophet returned his greeting and the man sat down. The Holy Prophet said: 
Ten (meaning the man had earned the merit of ten good deeds). Another one came and 
said: Peace be on you and the mercy of Allah. The Holy Prophet returned his greeting 
and the man sat down. The Holy Prophet said: Twenty. A third one came and said: 
Peace be on you and the mercy of Allah and His blessings. The Holy Prophet returned 
his greeting and he sat down. The Holy Prophet said: Thirty (Abu Daud and Tirmidhi).

Tufail ibn Ubayy ibn Ka’ab relates that he would visit Abdulla ibn Umar in the morning 
and would accompany him into the market place. Abdullah would offer the greeting of 
peace to every petty shopkeeper, tradesman and poor person. One day when I came to 
him he asked me to accompany him into the market place. I said to him: What will you 
do in the market place? You do not stop to buy anyting, nor do you inquire about any 
article or it price, nor do you down with any company. Let us sit down here and talk. 
He retorted: O man of the belly (Tufail had somewhat of a belly) we shall go into the 
market place to greet everyone we meet with the salutation of peace (Malik).

Dars-Ul- Hadith
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On the Order of Greeting

Abu Hurariah relates that the Holy Prophet said: A rider should greet a pedestrian, a 
pedestrian should greet one who is sitting and a small party should greet a large party 
(Bokhari and Muslim). Bokhari’s version adds; A younger one should greet an older 
one.

Abu Hurariah relates that the Holy Prophet said: The person closest to Allah is the one 
who anticipates others in greeting (Abu Daud). Tirmidhi’s version is: The Holy Prophet 
was asked: Messenger of Allah, when two persons meet who should greet the other 
first? He answered: The one who is closer to Allah.

Abu Hurariah relates that the Holy Prophet said: when one of you meets a brother you  
should salute him. Then if they are separated by a tree or a wall or a rock, he should 
salute him again when they meet (Abu Daud).

On Greeting when Entering Home

Anas relates that the Holy Prophet said to him: Son, when you enter your home greet 
your people with the salutation of peace. It would be a source of blessing for you and 
for the members of your family (Tirmidhi).

Abu Hurariah relates that the Holy Prophet said: When one of you arrives in an assembly 
he should greet those present, and so also when he decides to depart. The first is not 
more obligatory than the last (Abu Daud and Tirmidhi).

Bra’a relates that the Holy Prophet said: When two Muslims meet and shake hands 
they are forgiven their sins before they part (Abu Daud)

On Shaking Hands

Abu Khattab Qatadah relates: I inquired from Anas: Was handshake customary among 
the companions of the Holy Prophet? He said: Yes (Bokhari).
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When God Almighty, observing the condition of the world and finding the earth filled with 

every type of disobedience, sin and misguidance, appointed me for the propagation of the 

truth and the reform of the people, then I, in obedience to this Divine command, sent forth 

the call through written and oral announcements that I was the person who was to arrive at 

the beginning of the century for revival of the faith.

My purpose was to re-establish the faith which had disappeared from the earth and to 

pull mankind towards reform and righteousness and truthfulness through the power and 

strength that God had bestowed upon me, and through the magnetic power of His hand. It 

was also my purpose to correct their doctrinal errors and to reform their conduct.

A few years thereafter, it was made quite clear to me through Divine revelation that the 

Messiah, whose advent among the Muslims had been promised from the beginning, and 

the Mahdi whose advent had been Divinely decreed at the time of the decline of Islam 

and the spread of error, and who was to be guided directly by God, and who was to invite 

people to partake of the heavenly banquet, and whose coming had been foretold by the Holy 

Writings 

of the 

Promised 

Messiah (as)

Necessity of accepting the Messiah and Mahdi
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Prophet, peace be on him, thirteen hundred years in advance, was myself.

Divine revelation to this effect was vouchsafed to me so clearly and so continuously that it 

left no room for doubt. It was replete with grand prophecies that were fulfilled clearly as 

bright day. Its frequency and number and miraculous power compelled me to affirm that 

it comprehended the words of the One God, without associate, Whose Word is the Holy 

Qur’an. (Tadhkiratush Shahadatain, pp 1-2).

In order to win the pleasure of Allah, I hereby inform you all of the important fact that 

Almighty God has, at the beginning of this 14th century, appointed me from Himself for the 

revival and support of the true faith of Islam. It is my function in this disturbed age to proclaim 

the excellences of the Holy Qur’an and the greatness of the Holy Prophet, peace be on him. 

It is also my function to repel all enemies of Islam who arc attacking it, by means of the light 

and blessings and the miracles and inner knowledge that have been bestowed upon me 

[Barakatud Dua, p. 24].

In this age, the Holy Prophet, peace be on him, has been reviled in abusive writings to a 

degree to which no other prophet has been reviled in any age. In truth in this age Satan, 

with the help of all his progeny, is trying his utmost to destroy Islam. As doubtless this is 

the last battle between truth and falsehood, the age demanded the advent of a Divinely 

commissioned one for its reform. That one is the Promised Messiah, who is present among 

you. [Chashmah Maarifat, p. 86].

Had my claim been put forward on my own, you would have been free to reject me, but if 

God’s Holy Prophet bears witness of me in his prophecies and God manifests His Signs in my 

support, then do not wrong yourselves by rejecting me. Say not that you are Muslims and 

have no need of accepting any Messiah.

I tell you truly that he who accepts me accepts him who had prophesied about me thirteen 

hundred years in advance, and had indicated the time of my appearance, and had specified 

my function; and he who rejects me rejects him who had commanded that I should be 

accepted (Ayamus Solha, p. 93).
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With Regard

To My Beloved Ones…

A translated adaptation of a few verses from a poem

written by Syedna Hazrat Musleh Maudra




With regard to my beloved ones, I would never like,

For them to be content on low rank and keep low sight.







At the smallest of things, like lions, they roar and cause an upstaging, 

And at the tiniest mistakes they froth at the mouth in their raging.




They pin their hopes on insignificant things,

And at the lowest level their aim begins.




With empty words they sit and discuss how the enemy shall be depleted,

Yet at the name of putting it in practice, they cower away defeated.
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To hunt like lions, do they jackal-like hover,

But simply while away daydreaming to eat their leftover.




O you people, that crave for my love! This is the desire of my heart,

Now judge yourself against these values and see if you make the part.




If you crave my love, then you must set high your aim and sight,

Don't get trapped in the web of self-planning, but conquer fate with might. 

 


I love the One God and the One God is Beloved of mine,

If you too become unique, apple of my eye will you be so fine. 




Be unique, so no one else like you will stand,

Give to the entire world but do not have a beggar's hand.  

(By: Aisha Satwat Ahmad, Islamabad (UK)

Age 14
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Like jackals they sit at home whilst the lions fight,

And after battle they take advantage of their heroic plight.
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I advise those members of the Jamaat who, by 
Allah’s Mercy and Grace, have been enabled 
to take part in the Waqf e Nau scheme, to raise 
their children in accordance with the directions 
of Tahreek e Jadeed. They should become more 
accommodating and with great efforts endeavour 
to prepare the Waqifeen to undertake the colossal 
tasks that lie ahead of them. Preparing your 
children for the sake of Allah is far more important 
than sacrificing animals on the occasion of Eid.  I 
have observed that in our country, whether or not 
they perform any other good deeds, whether or 
not they offer Salaat, on the occasion of Eid, with 
fanaticism and affection they feed and take care of 
sacrificial rams. In this process they spend a lot of 
money. On occasion, some manual workers who 
are even unable to adequately feed their children 
provide gram for the rams that they intend to 
sacrifice in the way of Allah. They adorn the rams 
and put some knick-knacks and flowers on them. 
They even put dye on them. When they take them 
for sacrifice the rams are decorated like brides.

Importance of Taqwa for Waqifeen:

The Waqfe Nau children are of far greater 
importance than the sacrificial rams. The parents 
should present them to the Almighty with much 

greater love. As compared with the rams or goats 
that are prepared for sacrifice they should bring 
up their children with much greater attention. 
The adornment for their children is Taqwa’ and 
it is with Taqwa that they should bring up their 
children. It is a matter of great importance that 
they should bring up their children to be ‘Muttaqis’. 
They should, at all times, keep their surroundings 
and environment clean and pure. They must not 
indulge in any pursuit, which may result in an 
aversion towards the Faith. This is a matter of great 
significance for one who is being prepared for a 
great and noble task. Fill their hearts with Taqwa 
and then, instead of conducting themselves in 
accordance with their own wishes they will begin 
to behave in accordance with the Divine Will. It is 
with Taqwa that you should entrust your children 
to God.  In this way all intervening impediments 
will vanish. 

Of course the children will have a close contact 
with the Tehreek e Jadeed and the organisation of 
the Jamaat.  From their very childhood you must 
entrust your children in the lap of the Almighty and 
He Himself will take care of them and will make all 
the necessary arrangements.  He will take charge 
of them. In this respect the Promised Messiah 
(as) said: “From the very beginning I spent my 

EXTRACTS 
FROM 

FRIDAY 
SERMON 

DELIVERED 
ON 1st 

December 
1989

By HADHRAT 
KHALIFATUL MASIH 

IV (ra)
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days under Your shadow. I remained in your lap 
like a suckling baby.” He must have assessed his 
past deeply with prudence. Only then the subject 
of this verse must have surfaced in his mind.  He 
must have deliberated over the fact that as far as 
he could remember, beginning from the time that 
he was being breast-fed, he loved God and had 
close contact with Him.  In every way He protected 
him and at every step Divine Guidance was made 
available to him just like a suckling baby remains 
in his mother’s lap. The Promised Messiah (sa) 
said : “Almighty God, I always remained in Your 
lap.”

In the same way do entrust your children in the 
lap of the Almighty. We bear great responsibilities 
and yet we have a lot of work to do. Our number, 
compared with the number of the opponents, 
whom we have to win over for Islam, is insignificant. 
Our intellect, our knowledge and our worldly 
potential when compared with the intellect, 
knowledge and worldly potential of the people, 
whom we have to triumph over, is no match at 
all. In order to accomplish this, the only way is to 
conduct ourselves according to His Will and that 
we surrender ourselves and the Waqifeen to the 
Almighty.

No matter how weak one is, if one is in the hands 
of a powerful being, surprising results could 
emerge. No matter how simple one is if one acts 
in accordance with the wishes of the One who 
is Wise, outstanding accomplishments could be 
imminent. We should clearly understand that we 
are no more than Chess pieces. It is necessary for 
every Ahmadi to bear that in mind. Have you not 
seen that those who play Chess move the pieces 
that have no will or potential of their own to move 
from one square to another. They have neither 
any perception nor any judgment to determine 
towards which square they should proceed. They 
do not know that movement towards a certain 
square will or will not result in defeat. The pieces 
have neither any life, nor any power. They can 
neither move on their own accord nor think for 
themselves. Only an astute and good Chess player 
moves them around. This way a player is able to 
defeat great professionals. Winning or losing does 
not in the least depend on the competence of the 
pieces.  Thus, God’s strategy moves in a similar 
manner. We are just like Chess pieces and opposed 
to us are also some Chess pieces who play in the 
hands of some satanic forces. Even some of them 
imagine that they are god themselves. Against 
them is our Jamaat that merely consists of lifeless 
pieces that have no power or intellect. But the 
members of the Jamaat move in obedience to 
Divine wishes. We are humble and with great 
humility have submitted ourselves to the will of 
the Almighty. As compared to the rest of the world 

we have no competence of any kind but He could 
use us as He wishes. If we assign ourselves to Him, 
a success in favour of Islam could be assured.  No 
power on earth could hinder or reverse what is 
destined.  So it is absolutely necessary that we 
should entrust our children to God. I have given 
the necessary instructions as to how the children 
should be brought up and administered.  In a 
phoney belief that for a proper Tarbiyyat the 
children are too young and are still growing, I am 
afraid that you might delay the process.

Monitor the Waqifeen from their 
childhood.

The children would remain under control only if 
they are appropriately monitored from their very 
childhood. Once they adopt an erroneous trail, it 
will be difficult to take corrective measures. Then 
the job might become somewhat hazardous and 
perilous. When they are like soft buds, you could 
shape them in any manner that you wish, that 
is the right time to act. Now is the time to pay 
particular attention to bring them under control. 
The organisation of the Jamaat should keep an 
eye on every single aspect of the life of every 
single Waqf e Nau. They should establish a close 
contact with the parents. They should grasp the 
fact that all of us belong to a living organisation 
through which God’s Will shall be manifested. It 
is absolutely necessary to develop this attitude 
because only then the central organisation could 
maintain a live working relationship and could 
keep an eye on the condition of each child who 
has been entrusted to God. It is a tremendous 
responsibility. You have a guest of the Almighty in 
your homes. Although, we are all belong to God, 
but your child is a special person who is being 
prepared for the sake of God. The Jamaat should 
ask parents to report to them how the child is 
being brought up and ask them to keep them 
advised on all the relevant matters such as his 
health, his habits and his traits. The organisation 
should constantly and on a regular basis remain 
attentive and guide the parents as to how the 
child should be brought up.

Importance of Languages:

I believe that by the Grace of Allah, the Waqifeen 
who live in the Western World have an advantage 
over the children who live in the rest of the world 
as they can learn various languages with relative 
ease.

Learning languages is not easy. Hence a beginning 
should be made from early childhood. Teaching 
languages is also a very hard job for which, 
professionals are required who might have 
devoted their lives for this purpose. Along with 
their friends they should have been engaged in 
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never-ending studies. These facilities are available 
in the developed countries of the West. Tehreek 
e Jadeed should assign certain children, to the 
languages of the East European Socialist countries 
where some English is also spoken. The same 
would apply to China, North Korea, South Korea 
and Vietnam where eastern languages are spoken. 
If Tehreek believes that for the time being only ten 
children are required for a certain language, then 
they should begin to prepare twenty or thirty 
waqifeen. Only then, after determining how many 
waqifeen are required, we could decide as to how 
many should be assigned to each special language. 
However, it is necessary to begin this task right 
now. If we need some children for Poland then we 
should choose children from the countries where 
facilities for learning the Polish language exist.  
By the Grace of Allah, we have a large number of 
Ahmadis in Germany. By His Grace, in the matter 
of sacrifices, the Jamaat in Germany always 
remains in the forefront. Amongst them there are 
a large number of couples who have devoted their 
children and continue to do so. The children who 
have the inclination to learn a particular language 
should be encouraged to do so as it would be 
easy for them. As the German nation has historic 
links with neighbouring countries, there are many 
languages which are specifically related to the 
Jamaat in Germany, so they should pay attention 
towards such languages..

There are multifarious arrangements in England 
to teach many languages and some children could 
be prepared here as well. In the North of Europe, 
amongst the Scandinavian countries, more than 
in other countries, facilities exist where Waqifeen 
could be taught different languages and prepared 
for different countries.

A decision for this kind of task could only be taken 
after a detailed assessment of the boys and girls 
concerned as to where and in which country ten 
or twenty or thirty Waqifeen could be trained. 

Many girls could render religious services in the 
field of education, even while staying in their 
homes. Particular attention should be paid to 
their preparation. It could then be determined 
how many boys should be sent to serve in the 
field. 

By the Mercy and Grace of Allah, they could 
learn the particular languages assigned to them, 
but it must also be noted that Urdu language is 
extremely important so that they could study 
the literature of the Promised Messiah (as)  in 
Urdu itself. Study of the Arabic language is a 
fundamental requirement as the Holy Qur’an and 
traditions of the Holy Prophet (saw) are in Arabic. 
So it would be essential to teach Arabic language 

as well. Learning of these three languages is 
essential but if someone could afford to learn 
more, he should go ahead. Therefore, it will 
be necessary to tell them that, although they 
may learn Polish, Hungarian, Czechoslovakian, 
Romanian or Albanian, it is mandatory that they 
also learn both Urdu and Arabic. 

 I think that in many countries arrangements do 
exist to teach foreign languages. I am directing 
Tehreek e Jadeed to start programmes to teach 
Urdu and Arabic straight away. They should 
prepare audio and video cassettes that have a 
direct relationship with the Jamaat literature 
and in which Islamic terminology is used. If we 
buy audio or video cassettes from the market, 
we may find that the terminology is of no use to 
us. These cassettes may teach one how to order 
a dish of pork, an alcoholic drink or how to seek 
accommodation in a hotel, or how to locate 
places where one can dance or listen to music. 
These cassettes have been prepared according 
to the needs of daily life of others. How can their 
language be of use to us in Tableegh? We can take 
advantage of the skeleton of these cassettes but 
we will have to fill in meaningful words ourselves. 
This task could be performed according to a 
specific plan. We are already late as our children 
are beginning to run around and play. I receive 
photographs that show me that a Waqif child who 
was born four years ago is now talking and running 
around. The parents send me photographs with 
great love and pride and sometimes a Waqif 
writes me a letter or only draws a few lines on a 
piece of paper.  I enjoy receiving such letters as 
this is one way of cultivating the love for the Caliph 
of the time and establish a personal relationship 
with him. Some work has been done but there is 
still need for solid preparations. I am afraid that 
we are falling behind in this matter so particular 
attention should be paid. Tehreek e Jadeed should 
advise the Waqifeen what specific work they are 
expected to do. 



ISMA‘IL          April-June  2012 15

When one normally thinks about the word 
revolution, people often think about the rising 
of one people against another, usually for 
political purposes. They think about historical 
episodes such as the French Revolution, of the 
Russian revolution. But these revolutions are for 
individual liberty and for the sake of a better life. 
They take place to remove oppression and replace 
it with what they believe to be a fairer system of 
government. 

A spiritual revolution however is something very 
different. It is brought about by divine inspiration 
and it succeeds only by divine help. It has little to 
do with the effort of man for the opposition to 
a spiritual revolution is so great that if it did not 
have divine support it would fail. 

Another difference is that a spiritual revolution 
takes place when the hearts of people are 
consumed by the love of God, and they urge man 
to rise up and improve himself and bear the brunt 
of the opposition in this life for the sake of God’s 
pleasure and paradise in the life after. This is the 
nature of the revolution that was brought about 
by the Promised Messiah, but as I will try and 
set out, his revolution was this and much more 
because of his mission.

The task that he was charged with and what he 
achieved was so amazing that there are few 
examples in the entire human history that match 
his achievements. 

The only exception to this is that of the Holy 
Prophet of Islam, and even there it is important 

to note that the link is not one of chance one, 
because the mission of the Promised Messiah was 
destined to be a reflection of the mission of the 
Holy Prophet. 

As we all know the Holy Prophet was sent to unite 
mankind under one global and complete religion. 
The same was the mission of the Promised 
Messiah. The key difference of course was that it 
was during the holy life of Prophet Muhammad 
that Islam was born in its final shape, and it was 
he who was the blessed recipient of the Quran - 
that divine revelation that was destined to guide 
mankind forever. Furthermore the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad was the greatest prophet sent by 
God – a rank and honour only matched by the 
rank and honour of his mission. 

The Promised Messiah came as his humble 
subordinate, yet what heights he attained and 
what an impact he had. He himself considered 
his life to be a mere speck in contrast to the Holy 
Prophet, yet out of his devotion and love for 
Prophet Muhammad he was abundantly blessed 
by God. In fact it could be said that the revolution 
brought about by the Promised Messiah is a 
tribute to the truth and the revolution of the Holy 
Prophet.

With this background let us take a look at some 
aspects of the Promised Messiah’s amazing 
achievements. Let us look to see how he changed 
the condition of Muslims from being a tired, 
redundant community that was under siege from 
all sides and indeed in decline, to a position of 
honour and prestige. So it can be seen that one 
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revolution was of the revival of Muslim conviction 
in Islam.

At that time the British had conquered India 
and as a result it was fertile ground for Christian 
missionaries from England, Germany and America. 

Whilst the British left people free to follow any 
religion, for missionaries it was an opportunity 
to preach the sophistication and superiority of 
Christianity over Islam. They were very successful 
in projecting Islam as a religion of disputes and 
disagreements, as a religion that offered nothing 
to the modern world, as a religion that promoted 
warfare as a means of settling disputes. 

This sorry state however was destined to happen, 
for Prophet Muhammad has said that there would 
be a time when Muslims would be Muslims only in 
name and the beauty, the spiritual heart of Islam 
would have vanished. The power and strength of 
Islam lies in its spiritual magnificence – it lies in 
the knowledge of the Qu’ran, the power of prayer, 
and the constant search for truth. Indeed all these 
qualities had disappeared and none could stand 
to defend Islam against the Christian evangelical 
onslaught. 

About this pitiful situation, the promised Messiah 
wrote in one of his poems, 

But when I really ponder,
Over what has happened,
This trouble is a trouble,
Of our own making,

We gave up the learning,
And teaching of the Qu’ran,
From that day on have these troubles
Crowded upon us,

He also urged for action, saying that

Flood of misguidance
Has swept away,
Many a hundred thousand souls
Woe to the eye
That still refuses,
To turn and see

Ye Muslims
For God’s sake lend
A glance to the plight of Faith
Disasters that I can see
Need no expression

Ye young arise
Do something – all its garments
Are on fire
To watch such a sight 
Only from a distance
Does not become the faithful

He was restless about the state of Islam and wrote, 

‘Oh men! Islam has become very weak. There are 
enemies besieging it on all sides. Objections and 
criticisms raised against Islam make a colossal 
figure. They could be more than three thousand. 
Show your faith by your help and join the Fold of 
God.’

Blessed by divine inspiration the Promised 
Messiah led the march in defence of Islam and 
indeed his revolution started with the revival of 
Islam itself. 

For example, in one of his first works he wrote that 
the foundation of all virtues was truthfulness and 
so the true value of a religion could be assessed 
by how much it emphasised truthfulness in its 
scriptures. He was so confident in Islam that he 
challenged anyone to produce more quotes from 
their scriptures about truthfulness than he could 
produce from the Qu’ran. He offered Rs 500 to 
anyone who could produce even half or just one 
third of what he could, yet not a single person 
took up the challenge. This was just one part of 
his journey of reviving the truth and true spirit of 
Islam, of reviving the soul and spirit of Muslims, 
not just in Qadian but also in the whole world. 

His confidence in Islam knew no bounds and this 
was because he adhered to the instruction of 
the Holy Prophet, that knowledge was the lost 
property of a Muslim. The Promised Messiah 
studied in great depth other religious scriptures 
and every time such studies reaffirmed the power 
and beauty of Islam. 

Another example is his groundbreaking book 
Braheen-e-Ahmadiyya, that  set out three hundred 
arguments in support of Islam. So powerful and 
energising were these arguments that they made 
the whole world sit up and take note. Where the 
light of Islam was fading into obscurity, where 
Muslims were helpless in refuting allegations 
against their faith and where the Qu’ran was 
dismissed as a book of inaccuracies and errors 
suddenly, like a bolt of lightning, the world of 
Islam found its spiritual leader, who was so gifted 
in knowledge and so blessed in prayer, that none 
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could stand up to him. When Braheene Ahmadiyya 
was published the Promised Messiah offered 
not just 500 but Rs 10,000 to anyone who could 
refute his arguments. Yet so blessed was he and 
his works, that again none took up the challenge. 
This tells us that it was the power of his pen that 
brought about a revolution in the literature of 
Islam.

One cannot underestimate the impact that the 
writings of the Promised Messiah had – for they 
revolutionised a weak Muslim people into literary 
soldiers of Islam. As far afield as America and 
Russia people took note of his monumental works 
– Russian Count Tolstoy referred to the arguments 
in the  book The Philosophy of The Teachings of 
Islam as ‘very profound and very true’ whereas 
the North American Spiritual Journal declared it 
as ‘pure Gospel’. 

This was the degree of respect that was now being 
afforded to Islam by the same people who were 
desperate to wipe out Islam altogether! In fact 
not only did his works put Islam on its front foot, 
but also it set alarm bells ringing in the Christian 
world, so much so that when The Review of 
Religions started publication in 1902, the Church 
of England advised that, 

“We should make no attempt to refute the 
literature published under the auspices of Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad, for he will create such a volume 
of literature against Christianity, as will destroy 
the authority of the Bible altogether.” !

Such was the power of his writings that Christians 
by their own admission agreed that the Cross had 
indeed been broken at the hands of the Promised 
Messiah!

Over his lifetime the Promised Messiah wrote 
over 80 books, but his revolution carried on long 
after his demise. To this day the eloquence of 
his works remain unmatched. The clarity of his 
thinking was such that in some Muslims they are 
only just realising that which was being explained 
by the Promised Messiah one hundred years ago 
is what they are agreeing with now. 

For example in the question of Jihad he made 
clear the meaning and purpose of Jihad and how 
this era was an era of the jihad of the pen. If we 
study modern Muslim literature and thought then 
we see this idea gathering support and approval. 

Also the idea of loyalty to your country was firmly 

established by the Promised Messiah and modern 
Muslim thought is now accepting this principle 
too.

Another important theological example is the 
revolutionary clarification about Jesus’ survival 
from the Cross. At that time this wasn’t even 
discussed by Muslims and Christians as the 
Christians had no challengers. But now it is the 
concept of the divinity of Jesus and his resurrection 
that is fading fast, and instead his status as a man 
and prophet of God is gaining ground. 

More generally if we look at the writings on Islam 
that are appealing to the rational thinkers of the 
world then we see that they are increasingly in line 
with the reasoning of the Promised Messiah. It is 
almost as if his arrival triggered a new awakening 
in Muslims allowing them to see the truth of Islam. 

So this tells us that the Promised Messiah’s 
thinking and reasoning based on the Quran was 
also revolutionary – for its ripples are felt to this 
day.

Of course the revolution of the Promised Messiah 
was not just in works or books, it was far more 
than that. His revolution was also a revolution in 
humanity. 

When he claimed to be the promised reformer and 
a prophet of God, he faced severe hostility from 
all sides. Whilst opposition from non-Muslims was 
commonplace for him, he now faced the wrath of 
Muslims as well. The very people whom he had 
revived from a state of paralysis now fell victim to 
their own ego and arrogance and they sought to 
defeat him. 

But the Promised Messiah and his followers were 
to prove steadfast in the face of opposition. They 
endured all hostility with patience and prayer, and 
this change in their inner strength and conviction 
of belief was of such magnitude that even after 
the demise of the Promised Messiah, Ahmadi 
Muslims have never flinched in their resolve. 

Look at the fortitude and humility of Hadhrat 
Sahibzada Abdul Latif, who was so cruelly martyred 
in Afghanistan, look at the courage of the 313 
guardians of Qadian during the partition, and 
look at the resolve of our Jama’at in Pakistan in 
1950s, 1970s and 1980s. And even to this day the 
persecution that is taking place against the Jama’at 
in Pakistan, Bangladesh and Indonesia. Compare 
their courage and devotion to the message of 
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the Promised messiah and the obedience to the 
Khalifa to the example of the rest of the Muslim 
world. 

In the wider Muslim world the anger and hostility 
is giving rise to violence for the sake of pride and 
revenge, but in the Ahmadiyya Jamaat it is being 
met with faith in God and prayer. This example of 
peace in belief and in action is the real revolution 
of the Promised Messiah in the people who have 
accepted his message and it is this that is leading 
the Promised Messiah from one victory to another. 

God promised that despite severe opposition the 
Promised Messiah’s message would reach the 
ends of the earth, and today the corners of the 
earth resound with his victory. From one humble 
person to 200 million – it is nothing short of a 
revolution on the greatest of scales!

His zeal for Islam has remained undiminished 
in his Jama’at, from a time when the Christian 
empire sent its missionaries to India to convert the 
Muslims, now his Jama’at has sent missionaries to 
convert the whole world to Islam! 

From a time when his house was his mosque to a 
time when over 8,000 mosques herald his arrival 
in every continent!  

From a time when he could publish only a few 
copies of his books to tell people about the true 
Islam, now tens of thousands of books in countless 
languages span the globe and are enlightening the 
whole world about Islam. 

From a time when he was a lone voice in a distant 
and remote village in India, now his message, his 
love and his revolution in Islam is being heard in 
every country on MTA that is now broadcasting on 
not just one but three separate channels! This is 
not an ordinary achievement but an achievement 
that reflects the spirit of sacrifice that he revived 
in Islam. 

All these are aspects of the revolution that he 
brought, and are a sign of his truth. 

The Promised Messiah once wrote that, 

‘A strange phenomenal event took place in the 
deserts of Arabia when hundreds of thousands of 
the dead became alive within a few days, and those 
who had been corrupted through generations 
took on Divine colour. The blind began to see, 

and the tongues of the dumb began to flow with 
Divine wisdom. Such a revolution took place in the 
world,   as no eye had seen and no ear had heard 
of before. Do you realise what this was? All this 
was brought about by prayers during the darkness 
of nights of one who had been wholly lost in 
God,   which created an uproar in the world and 
manifested such wonders as seemed impossible 
at the hands of that unlettered helpless person. ...’ 

Just as the mission of the Promised Messiah was 
to reflect the beauty and glory of the Holy Prophet 
of Islam, so the revolution that has been described 
by the Promised Messiah here about the birth of 
Islam, this same revolution has been reflected in 
the life of the Promised Messiah. 

Furthermore, the revolution that took place in the 
community of early Muslims, the same revolution 
is reflected in the true followers of the Promised 
Messiah. Indeed, just as the Prophet of Islam 
uplifted the people Arabia as models for mankind 
so the Promised Messiah revived and rejuvenated 
the spirit of Islam and it is his community that 
is now the leading light in the world of Islam in 
bringing peace, harmony and unity. 

This is the revolution of the Promised Messiah, a 
revolution of the beauty of Islam, a revolution of 
the superiority of Islam, a revolution of the spirit 
of dedication and sacrifice of true believers, a 
revolution in the power of prayer, and a revolution 
of trust in God. 

This is the revolution that is now sweeping through 
the world and marching forward to victory at the 
hands of his Khalifa. The truth of this can easily 
be seen by the plight of those who reject his 
message. But the Promised Messiah’s victory is 
assured and it is our duty to remain steadfast to 
his works and mission. 

May Allah enable us all to hold fast to this bounty 
so that we too are blessed in the victory of Islam 
that is assured in honour of the Promised Messiah 
and in honour of Hadrat Muhammad Mustafa, 
Khataman Nabiyyeen and beloved of God. Ameen.
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ALL WAIT FOR THE 
PROMISED ONE

All the Islamic world was impatiently waiting for 
the advent of a Messiah before the holy founder 
of the Ahmadiyya movement in Islam claimed 
to be a reformer of the age. This was due to the 
fact that the Holy Prophet (PBUH) of Islam had 
prophesised, following Divine Guidance, that in 
the latter days when Islam would be in a state of 
great peril, the Imam Mahdi would appear and 
guide Muslims. The Holy Prophet (PBUH) said that 
the Imam Mahdi would be an Imam from amongst 
the Muslims and, due to his spiritual guidance, 
Islam would regain its lost glory and would be 
victorious all over the world. All the Muslim sects 
had set their eyes towards the descent of Eesa 
Bin Maryam. They were repeatedly mentioning 
the awaited one in their sermons, speeches  
and writings and expecting that the Messiah 
would bring their fortunes and would bestow 
upon them religious and material prosperity. 
Not only Muslims, but other religions were also 
awaiting the descent of a religious reformer. Their 
condition was similar to the present day Jews 
who are waiting by the wailing wall so that God 
may send a Messiah to guide them. Most of the 
religious scholars had the firm belief  that the 
promised Imam would descend or appear in the 
14th century.   

When one studies the history and writings of that 
period , it seems  the whole word was in search 
of an Abraham of the time. Some were searching 
for the Imam on earth, and others were looking 
towards the skies for the bodily descent of the 
prophet Eesa.

Muslims in particular were unfortunate and 
helpless, as non-Muslims had oppressed them 
everywhere. Not only was there this  external 
oppression, but they were also shattered by 
internal rifts and were disunited  and disorganised. 
The onslaught of Christian missionaries was so 
fast and rapid that they were sure of their victory 
over Islam, particularly considering the full 
support of powerful Christian nations. This was a 
time of great distress for those who had a regard 
for Islam and were impatiently looking forward 
to the appearance of the Imam Mahdi or the 
descent of a  Messiah from the heavens. Muslims 
were relentlessly talking about the Promised One 
and were trying to lighten a ray of hope for the 
deprived Muslims. All were in agreement that 
the Promised Reformer would appear in the 14th 
century. Nawab Siddeeq Hassan Khan, an eminent 
religious scholar of his time and well revered by 
all, wrote in his famous book “Hajjul Karama,” that 
the Imam Mahdi would appear soon in the 14th 
century. He wrote: “Ten years are pending to the 
beginning of the 14th century. If at the beginning 
of the 14th century the Imam Mahdi will appear or 
the Eesa descends , he will be the Mujajid of the 
century,”

IMPORTANCE OF  
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In the same way, people who had been enlightened 
by God and whose hearts were filled with the love 
of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) and were grieved 
by the pitiable condition of Islam, were looking 
towards the eminent, righteous and the holy 
person in Qadian. They had foreseen the rise of a 
bright sun for the sake of Islam and sought him to 
accept their allegiance. One of them, in a famous 
couplet, addressed him beseeching him to appear 
as a Messiah for the ailing humanity.

The Imam of this age appeared as the Holy 
Prophet of Islam (PBUH) had truly and rightly 
informed 1400 years ago. The Promised Messiah 
presented numerous crystal-clear signs of proof 
and illuminated arguments to support his claim. 
Earth presented many signs supporting his claim 
and the heavenly bodies also stood witness to his 
truth. Alas! Muslims refused to accept his claim 
and denied Mohammad’s Messiah just as the 
Jews denied the Messiah who came after Moses. 
The Promised Messiah left no stone unturned and 
with all kinds of arguments and reasoning tried to 
convince them, but the majority of Muslims and 
particularly their religious leaders, due to their 
imprudence and sightlessness, did not accept him.

The Promised Messiah manifestly explained that 
whosoever was destined to be appointed by 
God as subordinate to the Holy Prophet (PBUH) 
had been sent to the world. God had fulfilled His 
promise and now it was up to them  to accept it 
or not. He announced vehemently that he was the 
same Messiah for whom all religions were waiting. 
He claimed that no one would descend from 
the heavens and soon all Muslims and followers 
of other religions would discard this belief. He 
said, “Remember that no one will descend from 
the heavens. All of our opponents who are alive 
today, will die and no one will see Jesus son of 
Mary descending from the heavens. Then their 
progeny will also die and no one among them 
will see Jesus son of Mary descending from the 
heavens. Then their progeny will also die and no 
one among them will see the Jesus son of Mary 
descending from the heavens. Then their progeny 
after progeny will die and no one will see the Son of 
Mary descending from the heavens. Then God will 
make them anxious as to why the son of Mary has 
not descended from the heavens even when the 

period of Christian domination has passed away 
and the world has transformed into a different 
state. Then all the wise people will discard this 
doctrine with disgust. Three centuries will not 
pass away from this day that all Muslims and 
Christians will lose all hopes and discard the false 
doctrine with utter disgust. There will be only one 
religion in the world and only one Prophet. I have 
come to sow the seed and my hands have planted 
that seed.  It will grow now and prosper and no 
one will be able to stop its progress.” (Tazkratul 
Shahaditain)

REVOLUTIONARY 
CHANGES AFTER THE 
PROMISED MESSIAH’S 

CLAIM

Over centuries people awaited for the appearance 
of a great reformer whose advent was promised 
in the 14th century. No doubt the appearance of 
the Promised Messiah and his claim was a unique 
and magnificent event of that century. The whole 
world witnessed revolutionary changes taking 
place at the time of the Promised Messiah which 
were mentioned in detail in the Holy Qur’an. In 
the same way all the prophesies mentioned in the 
traditions were also fulfilled and stood witness to 
the truth of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) and Islam. 
The Divine knowledge and eloquent literature of 
the Promised Messiah brought an unbelievable 
change that it withheld the onslaught of the 
Christian Missionaries and the spell of the 
false doctrine was shattered. This in itself is a 
comprehensive subject. The great change that 
took place is that all those awaiting for the bodily 
descent of Jesus have discarded this doctrine just 
as was prophesised by the Promised Messiah. All 
learned Muslims now hesitate to mention the 
second coming of Hadhrat Eesa. Even those who 
are considered to be scholars by Muslims, advice 
that no Mahdi or Messiah will appear now. Allama 
Iqbal, a poet and a  philosopher, considered by 
Muslims to be a great Muslim thinker, wrote 
in a couplet that Muslims should look towards 
the descent of God on their hearts and should 
abandon the doctrine of a second coming of 
Mahdi and Messiah. He also wrote that: 
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“The traditions about the second advent of the 
Messiah and Mahdi are the result of Iranian and 
non-Arabian imagination. This has nothing to do 
with the Arabian thinking and imagination.”(Iqbal 
Nama Part II)

Another change of great significance has occurred 
in the Islamic world following the claim of the 
Promised Messiah. The Holy Prophet (PBUH) had 
prophesised that Khilafat (Caliph hood) would be 
re-established on the precept of Prophethood  
in the latter days of the world. The Promised 
Messiah gave glad tidings that in accordance to 
the prophesy by the Holy Prophet (PBUH) his 
followers will be blessed by the institution of 
Khilafat after his departure from this world, which 
will last till doomsday. The Promised Messiah 
said: “It is necessary for you to witness the second 
manifestation whose appearance is better for 
you, for it is everlasting and unending till the day 
of judgement. The second manifestation cannot 
occur untill I depart, and it is only when I depart 
that God shall send the second manifestation for 
you which you shall abide with you forever. It is 
therefore, necessary for you to see the day of my 
departure so that the day may follow which is the 
day of everlasting promise.” (Alwassiyat)

An institution of Khilafat was thus established 
in Jamaat Ahmadiyya and during its magnificent 
journey it has touched the most important 
mile-stone of 100 years of age. Members of the 
Jamaat Ahmadiyya have demonstrated such 
love, devotion and steadfastness towards the 
institution of Khilafat and God has rewarded 
them as a result with numerous and uncountable 
blessings. It is beyond the scope of such a brief 
article to encompass these.

The establishment and stability of  Khilafat  and 
its magnificent blessings and victories achieved by 
the Jamaat Ahmadiyya, have been instrumental 
in bringing about another important change 
in the Muslim world. Now Muslims wish very 
strongly that they could also have an institution of 
Khilafat amongst themselves. They have become 
despondent about the descent of Hadhat Eesa 
from the heavens and now wish that they could 
have a Khilafat to enjoy its blessings.

The weakness of Islam and decline of its religious 
and political power started with the downfall of the 
Moghal empire in India and the dismemberment 
of the Ottomon empire in Turkey. This resulted 
in a shattered Muslim community throughout 
the world. Indian Muslims however, did not 
recognise Ottomon rulers as their Khalifa and 
religious leaders,but in order to save the unity 
of Muslims they started a Khilafat Movement in 
1919 which ended in 1924. The damage caused 
by this movement to the political and economical 
status of the Indian Muslims is a very sad and 
painful incident. Muslims were warned by the 
rightly appointed Khalifa ,i.e. Hadhrat Kalifatul 
Masih the II, that such a movement would bear 
detrimental results for Muslims, but nobody 
paid any attention to his admonitions. Following 
the Khilafat Movement, other such movements 
have been started by Muslims. Maudoodi Sahib 
wished to establish his own kind of Khilafat and 
Dr. Isarul Haq wants to establish his own brand of 
institution of Khilafat on the precept of Prophet-
hood. Many countries like Bangladesh and some 
others have political parties named as Khilafa 
Movement. The Taliban of Afghanistan wanted 
to establish their version of Khilafat, while Shias 
would like to see a  continuity of Imaamat rather 
than Khilafat. In order to save their power and 
preserve their kingship, Arab countries will not 
allow its people freedom of such movements, but 
the same Arabs have established Hizabul Tehrir 
and Khilafa outside the Middle East.

TRAGEDY OF THE 
MUSLIM WORLD

The Muslims all over the world are bitterly divided 
into countless sects and divisions, not only in 
religious fields but also have numerous political 
differences. As long as they remain disunited in 
various sects, they will not be able to achieve 
anything. If by any means they are able to establish 
Khilafat, it will only provide a local leadership 
and will never be an international Khilafat. Such 
Khilafat will never be a durable and consolidated 
one. If ever such a Khilafat is established in 
Pakistan, will all Arabs start following  and obeying 
it without any hesitation? If Indonesians succeed 
in establishing Khilafat, would all Muslims in 
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Pakistan, Turkey and  Arabian countries bear the 
yoke of this subordination? It is impossible for this 
to happen and therefore, such Khilafat will never 
be a universal religious leadership. Khilfat can only 
be beneficial to Muslims if they unite on the hand 
of one leader. It is incumbent that Muslims unite 
on the hand of one Imam and that is the corner-
stone of Khilafat. Under the present climate, there 
is no hope of this happening at all.
The other point is that if such a Khilafat is 
established, it will have no connections with 
religion. It will become a means of ascending to 
the power only and serve no further purpose. As 
such, the Khalifa would not have been appointed 
by God and have no spiritual links with Him; he 
would never enjoy the support of the mighty 
hands of God. Without spiritual links with God 
, he will never be able to purify and uplift and 
improve the spiritual condition of his followers as 
is carried out by  the chosen people of God. Such 
a Khalifa might be able to bow the peoples’ heads 
because of his power but will never be able to 
win their hearts. It is certainly possible that such 
Khilafat would be worse than an ordinary political 
government. Such a Khalifa and his agents may 
label their opponents as heretics and start their 
persecution. The study of literature by Maudoodi 
and like-minded people clearly supports this view.

The whole Islamic world is divided and re-
divided in various sects and in such a divided and 
disharmonious state, nothing can be achieved. 
How can they defend Islam and how can they 
spread Islam by their preaching? They are using 
their broken strength against their own Muslim 
brethren . They have multiple discords and as 
a result have numerous conflicts which lead to 
extensive bloodshed and destruction and most 
sadly call it a Jihad. They are using all of their 
strength and power to retaliate against their own 
people to crush them. They do not possess any 
strength or power which they will use against 
their real enemies or defend the other Muslim 
countries. On the other hand, most sadly, Muslims 
do not have any concept of the propagation of 
Islam nor do they possess any comprehensive 
program to preach about it . How will they invite 
non-Muslims towards Islam and what excellence 
do they possess to invite others to Islam?

There are some Muslims who are so despondent 
about the coming of the  Imam Mahdi or the 
descent of Hadhrat Eesa, yet in their despair 
and frustration want to avoid from Khilafat as 
well. They raise the question, ‘Why is  Khilafat  
required when the Qur’an is with us and we have 
the teachings of Islam?’  The answer is simple: 
Why did the Muslims need the  institution of 
Khilafat at the time of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) 
when Muslims were in a much better state 
religiously, politically and spiritually?  Why did 
God Almighty propose and establish Khilafat 
among Muslims? If the Khilafat was essential 
in the early period of Islam, it is much more 
needed at the present time. The Holy Prophet 
(PBUH) clearly prophesised that Khilafat would 
be established among Muslims following his 
demise and also the same would happen in the 
latter days of Islam. Why did the Holy Prophet 
(PBUH) lay so much emphasis  on Khilafat? It 
is obvious that he knew that the prosperity of 
Muslims is linked to Khilafat and is essential 
for their spirituality. Due to the blessing of 
Khilafat, Muslims remained victorious in every 
respect as long as they remained devoted and 
loyal to the institution of Khilafat. The moment 
they developed morbid ideation and anarchist 
thoughts towards Khilafat, they were deprived 
of the blessings of Khilafat and their downfall 
started.

The Muslims and their religious and political 
leaders who want to establish Khilafat tend to 
forget two very important points. First of all, 
Khilafat does not become established on its own, 
nor can anybody establish Khilafat wherever 
and whenever he likes. It is mandatory that 
the Khilafat follows the demise of a prophet so 
that his mission is completed and his followers 
continue to benefit from the blessings of his 
Khilafat. The second most important point is that 
people cannot appoint any person as Khalifa. It 
is God alone who chooses and appoints a person 
who in His eyes stands alone in his abilities 
and possesses the highest moral and spiritual 
qualities. Only such a chosen one , with the help 
of God, guides his followers and helps them to 
purify and progress spiritually. The most tragic 
point for Muslims is that they have closed the 
door of prophethood, have become despairing 
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of the advent of a Messiah and Mahdi and have 
also deprived themselves of  the blessings of the 
institution of Khilafat.

KHILFAT AHMADIYYA

At present there is no sect among Muslims who 
are completely united and are gathered on one 
hand and follow the command of one spiritual 
or religious leader. Leaving aside an international 
leadership, they do not even have one national 
leader who is accepted by all. Ahmadi Muslims 
are the only fortunate group among Muslims who 
have been blessed with the institution of Khilafat 
for more than one hundred years. Ahmadiyya 
Khilafat is not limited to one country.  Ahmadis 
all over the world, in every continent and every 
country are united at the hand of one Khalifa and 
follow him with full devotion and are working 
tirelessly for the propagation of Islam. It is the 
same institution of Khilafat which was established 
in accordance to the prophesy of the Holy Prophet 
(PBUH) and the Promised Messiah. It was like a 
tiny plant at the time of the first Khalifa, Hadhrat 
Nooruddin, when every enemy tried to uproot 
and demolish it, but could not cause even the 
slightest harm as the most powerful hands of God 
Almighty  protected it from every storm. This has, 
by the grace of God, attained great heights and 
bears fruits of unparalleled nature. Today, the  
Jamaat  Ahmadiyya is the only Muslim community 
which is the bearer of the flag of the Holy Prophet 
(PBUH) and with great devotion,steadfastness 
and diligence is propagating Islam throughout 
the world. By the grace of God and due to the 
blessings of Khilafat, Jamaat Ahmadiyya is attaining 
magnificent gains for the sake of Islam. The only 
ideal of the Jamaat Ahmadiyya is to uphold the 
honour of Islam and the Holy Prophet (PBUH) and 
that all over the world, the  worship of One True 
God is established. This is the same ideal which 
was set forth by the Holy Prophet (PBUH) when he 
gave glad tidings about the Promised Messiah and 
Khilafat. May God bestow wisdom on the minds 
of Muslims to understand the message of the Holy 
Prophet (PBUH) and its significance to recognise 
the Imam of the age who has been sent by God. 

For a long time, Muslims have been passing 

through a state of painful weakness and are victims 
of disintegration, and despite the abundance 
of resources exhibit no power nor any useful 
influence. Their efforts bear no fruit and due to 
the lack of centre and unity, have no weight in any 
sphere of life. The only solution and treatment 
for their afflictions and misfortunes is to listen to 
the voice of the person sent by God, attend to his 
call, recognise and accept him and join his Jamaat. 
Listen to the voice of a chosen Khalifa of the 
Masih: “ Turn to the leadership established by God 
himself. There is no way out towards peace and 
prosperity after you reject to accept the leadership 
established by God. The period of your afflictions 
has been extended due to the same rejection. So 
turn back and repent. If today you bow your heads 
before the leadership established by God, I assure 
you, you will appear as a great world power even 
if the circumstances are extremely unfavourable. 
Not only this, but also there will start a great 
movement to establish the supremacy of Islam all 
over the world and no power will be able to stand 
to it. All those events which appear centuries 
away will start taking place in years. Whether you 
participate or not, the Jamaat Ahmadiyya, in any 
event will carry on marching with all their vigour, 
might and will continue to offer sacrifices as ever 
before. The garland of the final triumph will be 
worn by the Jamaat Ahmadiyya. So come and join 
this blessed, historical and auspicious occasion.”  
(Friday Sermon Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IV,13th 
August,1990)  
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Explaining the exalted status of Hadhrat Maryam 
(May Allah be pleased with her), the Holy Prophet 
(pbuh) is reported to have said that, 

‘It is enough for you to follow in the footsteps 
of Mary, daughter of Imran, Khadija, daughter 
of Khuwailid, Fatima, daughter of Muhammad, 
and Aasiyah, wife of Pharoh from among all the 

women of the world’

Hadhrat Maryam (may Allah be pleased with 
her) has the most special status in the history of 
religions. She was the first Waqifa as she is the first 
child devoted for the cause of Allah before her 
birth. She is most revered both by Muslims and 
Christians. In this article, I will attempt to provide 
a summary of the life history of this pious lady.

Birth   

Hadhrat Maryam was born in a small hilly town in 
the North of Palestine called Nazareth, during the 
Roman Empire. Her father’s name was Imran and 
her mother’s name was Hannah.(1) Before the 
birth of Mary, her mother made a vow that she 
will dedicate her child to be born for the service 
of the Temple. Allah the Exalted liked her prayer 
so much that He preserved this in the Holy Qur’an 
for the future generations.
Remember when the woman of ‘Imran said, ‘My 
Lord, I have vowed to Thee what is in my womb 

to be dedicated to Thy service. So do accept it 
of me; verily, Thou alone art All-Hearing, All-

Knowing.’ [3:36]

 She prayed that I don’t know whether it is a girl 
or a boy, good or bad. Whatever it is I am offering 
it to you, accept it from me.
Mary’s (may Allah be pleased with her) mother 
hoped to give birth to a boy, as in those days only 
boys were accepted for the service of the Temple. 
When May was born, her mother expressed her 
anguish

Early Childhood  

Given the dedication and commitment of her 
mother, Hadhrat Maryam (may Allah be pleased 
with her)  was granted a special place  in the 
Jewish Temple and Hadhrat Zakarriah (may Allah 
be pleased with him) was appointed as her tutor. 

So her Lord accepted her with a gracious 
acceptance and caused her to grow an 
excellent growth and made Zachariah 

her guardian. [3:38]

Hence the first Waqifa or dedicated child was 
brought up in the sacred environment under the 
supervision of a Prophet of Allah. Mary (may Allah 
be pleased with her) was blessed with Allah’s 
Grace and was a very special child. She was chosen 

Hadhrat Maryam 
(may Allah be pleased with her)

The First Waqifa

Dr Amtul Shafee Sami
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by Allah for a great task and was destined to be a 
sign of Allah.

It is reported that from the very childhood she 
used to spend most of the time in her chamber 
in remembrance of Allah. (1) She had firm faith in 
the countless blessings of Allah. As stated in the 
Holy Qur’an,
Whenever Zachariah visited her in the chamber, 
he found with her provisions. He said, ‘O Mary, 
whence hast thou this?’ She replied, ‘It is from 
Allah.’ Surely, Allah gives to whomsoever He 

pleases without measure. [3:38]

Youth  With her inner piety and high moral 
training in the Temple, Mary grew up into devoted, 
chaste, and truthful young lady. She was a young 
woman who received revelations from Allah.

And remember when the angels said, ‘O 
Mary, Allah has chosen thee and purified 

thee and chosen thee above the women of 
all peoples. [3:43]

As a chosen servant of Allah Hadhrat Maryam 
(may Allah be pleased with her) was advised by 
the angel who says to her

‘O Mary, be obedient to thy Lord and prostrate 
thyself and worship God alone with those who 

worship.’ [3:44]

A sign of Allah the Exalted  
 
Allah chose her to be a sign for the people. One 
day when she was praying, an angel appeared 
as a handsome young man who conveyed the 
message of Allah. The vision was so lifelike that 
Mary (may Allah be pleased with her), being a 
pious and virtuous woman feared that this is a 
real man.  (1)

She said, ‘I seek refuge with the Gracious God 
from thee if indeed thou dost fear Him.’  He 

replied, ‘I am only a Messenger of thy Lord, that I 
may bestow on thee a righteous son. [19:19 &20]
The angel brought her the News of her having a 
son, who will be a sign of Allah. It is said in the 
Holy Qur’an 

When the angels said,  ‘O Mary, Allah gives thee 
glad tidings of a word from Him; his name shall 
be the Messiah, Jesus, son of Mary, honored in 

this world and in the next, and of those who are 
granted nearness to God; [3:46]

The News of having a son brought a big shock 
to her as she was a chaste, virgin woman. Her 
expression is mentioned in the Holy Qur’an as 

She said, ‘How can I have a son when no 
man has touched me, neither have I been 

unchaste? [19:21]
This is also mentioned in another place in the Holy 
Qur’an,

She said, ‘My Lord, how shall I have a son, 
when no man has touched me?’ He said, 

“Such is the way of Allah, He creates what He 
pleases. When He decrees a thing, He says 

to it, ‘Be!’ and it is. [3:48]

Hadhrat Maryam (may Allah be pleased with her) 
accepted the Will of Allah and remained steadfast. 
She was a true believer and extremely subservient. 
She kept herself busy in remembrance of Allah, 
hence this young dedicated girl showed very high 
stage of spiritual development, which became a 
sign for the believers.

The chastity and piety  

The chastity and piety of Hadhrat Maryam (may 
Allah be pleased with her) is mentioned by Allah 
in the Holy Qur’an,

And the example of Mary, the daughter of 
‘Imran, who guarded her private parts — so 

We breathed into him of Our Spirit — and she 
fulfilled in her person the words of her Lord and 
His Books and was one of the obedient. [66:13]

In this verse, it is explained that Hadhrat Maryam 
(may Allah be pleased with her) represents those 
righteous servants of Allah, who have achieved 
freedom from sins and have made peace with 
Allah. As a result, they are blessed with Divine 
inspiration. She was a person who has reached 
the stage of the soul at rest. (3)
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Hadhrat Musleh Maud (may Allah be pleased 
with him) explains that in this passage believers 
are likened to Mary, the daughter of Imran. 
She guarded her chastity and she received the 
revelation of God and affirmed the truth of God’s 
teaching and His Books. She proved to be one of 
the most loyal servants of God. (4)

Birth of a baby son
  
After conceiving, Hadhrat Maryam (may Allah 
be pleased with her) left her people and went to 
Bethlehem where she gave birth to Jesus (may 
Allah be pleased with him). The birth of Jesus (May 
Allah be pleased with him) was a miracle. This 
was an extraordinary sign of Allah as it happened 
without any involvement of a male. This was a 
warning for the Israelites which meant that their 
spiritual progeny has come to an end because of 
their ill deeds. It also means that there was none 
amongst Israelites who was worthy of being the 
father of a Prophet of Allah. This indicates that the 
time had come that the prophet hood would be 
transferred to the progeny of Hadhrat Ismael from 
that of Hadhrat Isaac (may Allah be pleased with 
them).
 
Return to Nazareth  

While Jesus was a child, Hadhrat Maryam (may 
Allah be pleased with her) returned to Nazareth. 
When people learned of their return, they came 
to her and began to taunt her with rude remarks. 
Hadhrat Maryam (may Allah be pleased with 
her) was deeply hurt but remained patient. 
She remained quiet and pointed to Jesus (may 
Allah be pleased with him), meaning that such 
a blessed child could not have been a fruit of 
sin. Allah the Exalted mentions this in the Holy 
Qur’an,

Then she brought him to her people, carrying 
him. They said ‘O Mary thou hast done a strange 

thing. O sister of Aaron, thy father was not a 
wicked man nor was thy mother an unchaste 
woman’. Then she pointed to him. They said, 
‘How can we talk to one who is a child in the 

cradle?’ He said, ‘I am a servant of Allah. He has 

given me the book and made me a Prophet; And 
He has made me blessed wheresoever I may be 

and has enjoined upon me Prayer and almsgiving 
so long as I live. And He has made me dutiful 
towards my mother and He has not made me 

haughty and unblessed. (19:28-33)

These verses tell us the story of Hadhrat Maryam 
(may Allah be pleased with her) when she went 
to her people carrying Jesus (peace be upon him). 
The word for carrying him means that Hadhrat 
Maryam (may Allah be pleased with her) believed 
in Jesus (peace be upon him) and helped him in 
his mission. When her people told her that she has 
done a strange thing, she silently pointed to Jesus 
(peace be upon him) who started introducing his 
religion to them. (3)

Mother of a prophet

Hadhrat Maryam (may Allah be pleased with her) 
was a righteous person. She was a true follower of 
the prophet of Allah. She believed in Jesus (may 
Allah be pleased with him) as a prophet of Allah. 
She obeyed him, and remained submissive to 
him.  She remained dedicated when she saw Jews 
rejecting her son, Jesus (may Allah be pleased 
with him) as a prophet of Allah, she showed 
resolve and courage when she saw her innocent 
son being put on the cross for claiming to be the 
true prophet of Allah. She was a sincere servant 
of Allah who was granted a high spiritual status 
because of her deeds. 

Emigration to East  

After Jesus (peace be on him) was saved from 
death on cross, Hadhrat Maryam (may Allah 
be pleased with her) migrated with him, when 
he travelled in search of the lost tribes of Bani 
Israelites. This was a long and hard journey. 
Hadhrat Maryam (may Allah be pleased with 
her), being totally submitted to Allah and His 
prophet remained patient. Allah says in the Holy 
Qur’an,

And We made the son of Mary and his 
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mother a Sign, and gave them refuge on an 
elevated land of green valleys and springs of 

running water. [23:51]

Death 

It is not very clear where Hadhrat Maryam (may 
Allah be pleased with her) died. In his famous 
Tafsir-Ibn-i-Jarir at-Tabri, Imam Abu Ja’far 
Muhummad at-Tabri said, “[Jesus] and his mother, 
Mary had to leave Palestine and travel to a distant 
land, wandering from country to country” (Vol. 3, 
p. 197). It is believed that Hadhrat Maryam (may 
Allah be pleased with her) died en route, in the 
small town of ‘Murree,’ named in her honour. She 
is buried at ‘Pindi Point’ and the sepulcher is called 
‘Mai Maree da Asthan,’ meaning the ‘resting place 
of Mother Mary.’ And according to Jewish custom, 
the tomb is oriented east-west (5).

On the other hand it is also believed that Jesus 
and Hadhrat Maryam (may Allah be pleased 
with them) settled in Kashmir and lived there in 
peace and tranquility. Hence this land of green 
valleys and springs became the eternal place 
for jesus and Mary (may Allah be pleased with 
them). (1) Although a tomb of Mary is thought to 
be in Murree, Pakistan, another tomb has been 
identified in Kashgar as belonging to Mary. Further 
archaeological research can disclose the truth.(6)

The revered status 

Hadhart Maryam (may Allah be pleased with 
her) had firm faith in Allah and his Prophets. She 
was a chosen by Allah to be His sign. She totally 
submitted to the will of Allah and remained 
faithful from early life till her death. She became 
a manifestation of Allah because of her sacrifices, 
patience and obedience. Hadhrat Mary (may Allah 
be pleased with her) represents those who attain 
a high spiritual status by true submission to Allah. 

The exemplary Waqifa 

The example of Hadhart Maryam (may Allah be 
pleased with her) can be followed by both men 

and women. In the spiritual sense, Hadhrat Mary 
(may Allah be pleased with her) signifies a true 
believer and a sincere follower of a prophet of 
Allah. She pointed to the truth by her behaviour 
and conduct, by her complete submission to Allah 
and her true devotion to His service.  (3)

May Allah enable all the waqifeen to have Hadhrat 
Mary’s spirit of obedience and submission to the 
Will of Allah, Ameen.
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A study of the history of Islam acquaints us 
with innumerable noble personages who were 
towering models of unshakeable patience, 
steadfast in adversity and possessing boundless 
faith and strength of purpose. Never before had 
such qualities ever been seen in mere mortals, 
qualities which imparted to them the lustre of the 
very stars in the firmament. Tales of their devotion 
and of their faith have a strange ring to them, 
giving the reader a new pleasure whenever they 
are recounted. One such holy and noble person 
was Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) 
who is discussed below.

Family

His name was Bilal, his cognomen Abu ’Abd 
Allah. His father was called Rabah, his mother 
Hammama, both originally from Habasha (the 
Arabic name for Abyssinia, now called Ethiopia), 
born free but later enslaved, brought and sold in 
Makkah to Umayya ibne Khalf, one of the city’s 
nobles. Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with 
him) was thus born into slavery in Makkah. Slaves 
in those days were treated just like cattle, without 
any rights and certainly none of them could ever 
gainsay his master. Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be 
pleased with him) was tall in stature, but of a slight 
and emaciated build; his complexion was very 
dark, the hair on his head thick and woolly. His 
voice was loud and melodious and would leave a 

lasting impression on the listeners’ hearts. He had 
a brother called Khalid and a sister known as ‘Iqra.

Acceptance of Islam

Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) 
was one of the few fortunate Makkans who had 
accepted Islam in the earliest days of the new 
religion; certainly the first slave to do so. He has 
been mentioned as being either the seventh or 
the ninth person who presented himself to his 
true lord and master, the Holy Prophet (on whom 
be the blessings and peace of Allah), never to 
leave. Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with 
him) was thirty at the time.

Bilal’s act subjected him to immense problems. 
Even now, one cannot help being amazed at the 
cruelty he was subjected to upon becoming a 
Muslim; the amazement is both at the fact that 
anyone could be so cruel and merciless and also 
at the fortitude and moral strength of this noble 
spirit. Umayya ibne Khalf, already one of the 
leading enemies of Islam, was beside himself with 
anger when he was informed of his slave having 
become a Muslim. He would beat Bilal mercilessly, 
ordering him to refute the Holy Prophet (on 
whom be the blessings and peace of Allah) and 
to say that Lāt and ‘Uzza were his gods but Bilal 
would only utter “Ahad…Ahad” (One…One). At 
other times, Umayya would make him wear a full 

Hadhrat Bilal 
ibne Rabah 

(may Allah be pleased 
with him)

IBNE NOOR
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suit of metallic body armour and make him sit 
in the burning sun, or, would wrap Hadhrat Bilal 
(may Allah be pleased with him)  up in a cattle 
hide again forcing him to accept false gods, even 
if verbally, but Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased 
with him) would refuse.

Umayya ibne Khalf had also allowed others, his 
fellow nobles of Makkah, to do their bit in trying 
to turn Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with 
him) away from Islam. Abu Jahl was one such 
person. He would make Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah 
be pleased with him) lie on the burning desert 
sand and would place heavy stones on the poor 
man’s chest. Despite the fact that the heat would 
torment him mercilessly, Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah 
be pleased with him) would still continue to 
declare “Ahad…Ahad”. Failing in their purpose, 
they would hand him over to the heartless youths 
of the city who would put a rope around Bilal’s 
neck and would drag him around in the streets 
of Makkah. No one had the power to stop these 
cruel activities. 

It so happened that one day while this torture was 
being perpetrated on Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be 
pleased with him), Hadhrat Abu Bakr’ (may Allah 
be pleased with him) happened to pass that way; 
he was horrified to witness Hadhrat Bilal (may 
Allah be pleased with him) lying half-dead after a 
severe beating. Hadhrat Abu Bakr’ (may Allah be 
pleased with him) asked Umayya ibne Khalf why 
this had happened and was told that as Bilal had 
entered Islam because of him (Hadhrat Abu Bakr’ 
(may Allah be pleased with him)), he (Hadhrat 
Abu Bakr’ (may Allah be pleased with him)) was 
free to buy Bilal off Umayya. Umayya thought that 
Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) 
was on the verge of death. Hadhrat Abu Bakr’ 
(may Allah be pleased with him) readily accepted 
Umayya’s asking price of a hundred dirham. In the 
meanwhile, Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased 
with him) had regained consciousness at which 
Umayya increased his price to two hundred 
dirham. Even this was accepted by hadhrat Abu 
Bakr’ (may Allah be pleased with him) who then 
immediately made Bilal a free man. Umayya then 
taunted Hadhrat Abu Bakr’ (may Allah be pleased 
with him) saying “You have made a loss in this 
deal; I would have accepted even fifty dirham for 

Bilal”, to which Hadhrat Abu Bakr’ (may Allah be 
pleased with him) replied that it was Umayya who 
had sustained a loss as “…I would have paid you a 
thousand dirham if you had asked”.
The Holy Prophet (on whom be the blessings and 
peace of Allah) was well pleased when Hadhrat 
Abu Bakr’ (may Allah be pleased with him) 
informed him of his action and expressed a desire 
to be a party to it; Hadhrat Abu Bakr’ (may Allah 
be pleased with him) however said that he had 
already given Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased 
with him) his freedom. Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah 
be pleased with him) was indeed fortunate that 
the Holy Prophet (on whom be the blessings and 
peace of Allah) continued to visit him personally 
until Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with 
him) fully regained his health.

Residence at Medina

Upon his arrival in Medina after the Hijra, Hadhrat 
Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) stayed 
as a guest with Hadhrat Sa’ad ibne Khuthema 
(may Allah be pleased with him). When the 
Holy Prophet (on whom be the blessings and 
peace of Allah) established the institution of 
mo’ākhāt (brotherhood) between the migrants 
from Makkah (Mohajirūn) and the indigenous 
Muslims of Medina (Ansār), Hadhrat Bilal (may 
Allah be pleased with him) was made the brother 
of Hadhrat Abu Raweha Abd Allah ibne Abdur 
Rehman (may Allah be pleased with him). They 
developed a very close mutual attachment which 
persisted between them right to the end. During 
the caliphate of Hadhrat ‘Umr ibne Khattab 
(may Allah be pleased with him) when Hadhrat 
Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) wanted to 
participate in the jihad in Syria, he nominated his 
Ansār brother to receive his share of the wadīfa 
(annuity from the state treasury) saying that the 
brotherly connection established between them 
by the Holy Prophet (on whom be the blessings 
and peace of Allah) would never end.

The Mo’adhin of the 
Prophet

The move to Medina brought freedom of worship 
for the Muslims. In the beginning, there was no 
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fixed method to call them for prayers. Upon the 
advice of hadhrat ‘Umr (may Allah be pleased with 
him), the Holy Prophet (on whom be the blessings 
and peace of Allah) asked Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah 
be pleased with him) to say “assalātu jāmia” with 
a loud voice at the time of each prayer. The people 
would respond by heading toward the mosque. 
A short while later, a companion of the Holy 
Prophet (on whom be the blessings and peace of 
Allah) heard the wording of the ādān (the Muslim 
call to prayer) in a dream and recounted them to 
the Holy Prophet (on whom be the blessings and 
peace of Allah) who then asked him to teach them 
to Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) 
as “…this dream was from Allah”. When Hadhrat 
Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) recited the 
ādān for the first time, Hadhrat ‘Umr (may Allah 
be pleased with him) said to the Holy Prophet (on 
whom be the blessings and peace of Allah) that he 
too had heard the same words in his dream. There 
is a Muslim tradition which recounts that the Holy 
Prophet (on whom be the blessings and peace of 
Allah) then mentioned the fact that He (on him be 
the blessings and peace of Allah) too had had a 
wahi (message) from Allah in this context. 

Thus it was that the Muslim call to prayer (ādhān) 
was instituted and Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah 
be pleased with him) had the honour and the 
distinction of becoming the first mo’adhin (one 
who calls out the ādān) of the Holy Prophet (on 
whom be the blessings and peace of Allah). The 
voice of Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with 
him) was not only loud, sonorous and impressive, 
but also had a strangely attractive timbre of passion 
and beauty. When this voice would accomplish its 
purpose, Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with 
him) would go to the house of the Holy Prophet 
(on whom be the blessings and peace of Allah) 
and say “hayyā al’assalāh, hayyā al’al fal āh, yā 
Rasūl Allah” (“come to prayer, come to prosperity, 
O Prophet of Allah”…these are words from the 
ādān itself). Traditions of the Holy Prophet (on 
whom be the blessings and peace of Allah) reveal 
that Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) 
would accompany the Holy Prophet (on whom be 
the blessings and peace of Allah) on all His travels 
as His faithful servant and would invariably act as 
the mo’adhin. It was for this purpose that Hadhrat 
Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) always had 

to be present in and around the mosque. He would 
also therefore have to be in the close proximity 
of the Holy Prophet (on whom be the blessings 
and peace of Allah) doing whose work was Bilal’s 
whole purpose in life. Whenever he would call out 
the ādhān during a journey, people would come 
to know that the Holy Prophet (on whom be the 
blessings and peace of Allah) was among them. 
Once, on the day of Eid, when the Holy Prophet 
(on whom be the blessings and peace of Allah) 
visited the women and preached the necessity 
of alms and the importance of sadaqā, Hadhrat 
Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) who had 
accompanied him spread his cloak on which the 
women donated all their jewellery.

Bilal’s Lofty Stature

Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) 
also had the honour of looking after the guests 
of the Holy Prophet (on whom be the blessings 
and peace of Allah) and to do His personal work 
as well. Himself very poor, hadhrat Bilal (may 
Allah be pleased with him) would keep a part of 
whatever he could obtain for the Holy Prophet (on 
whom be the blessings and peace of Allah).
Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) 
had almost nothing to do with the business of 
this world and as a consequence he would spend 
most of his time remaining awake during the night 
to pray. According to a hadith (saying, tradition) 
of the Holy Prophet (on whom be the blessings 
and peace of Allah) recounted by hadhrat Abu 
Hurairā (may Allah be pleased with him), the Holy 
Prophet (on whom be the blessings and peace of 
Allah) asked hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased 
with him) what good deed had he performed 
recently as he could hear the sound Bilal’s 
footsteps in Janna(Paradise). Hadhrat Bilal (may 
Allah be pleased with him) replied that the only 
thing he had ever done was to pray after every 
wudu (Sahih Bukhari). In other words, hadhrat 
Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) had already 
been given, in this world, the glad tidings of him 
entering Paradise.

Another hadith, in Sahih Muslim, tells of an 
occasion when Hadhrat Salman, Suheb and Bilal 
(may Allah be pleased with them all) were sitting 
together and Abu Sufyan happened to pass in 
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the street. One of them said that “…this enemy 
of Allah had escaped Allah’s sword”. Hadhrat Abu 
Bakr’ (may Allah be pleased with him) overheard 
this remark and remonstrated with them that 
they should not have said such a thing about a 
noble of the Quraish. He then went to the Holy 
Prophet (on whom be the blessings and peace of 
Allah) and told him about the whole affair. The 
Holy Prophet (on whom be the blessings and 
peace of Allah) asked Hadhrat Abu Bakr’ (may 
Allah be pleased with him) “Do you think you 
have hurt the feelings of Bilal and his friends so 
that they are angry? Because in their anger lies 
Allah’s anger”. Hadhrat Abu Bakr’ (may Allah be 
pleased with him) immediately returned to the 
group and asked them if his admonishment had 
annoyed them; they generously replied that it 
had not. This seemingly trivial incident shows not 
only the lofty stature and high esteem of Hadhrat 
Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him), but also the 
consideration of the Holy Prophet (on whom be 
the blessings and peace of Allah) for the thoughts 
and emotions of his servants.

Hadhrat ‘Umr (may Allah be pleased with him) 
used to say that “Abu Bakr is our lord as he 
arranged for the freedom of our lord Bilal” (Sahih 
Bukhari). On one occasion, when Hadhrat ‘Umr 
(may Allah be pleased with him) was the ruler 
of all Arabia, and was in an audience with the 
nobles of the Quraish, Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be 
pleased with him) happened to visit him. Hadhrat 
‘Umr (may Allah be pleased with him) stood up to 
welcome him saying “Sayyidina (lord and master) 
Bilal, sayyidina Bilal has arrived”. He then made 
him sit next to him with the greatest of respect 
and honour. This was the same Bilal on whom 
the fathers of the very same nobles present there 
would exercise the cruellest of tortures with the 
greatest of contempt and hatred. Islam had made 
him Sayyidina Bilal!

Love for Jihad

Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) 
always remained infused with the love of Jihad. 
He participated in all the famous Ghazwas 
(military battles in which the Holy Prophet (on 
whom be the blessings and peace of Allah) had 
participated), including that at Badr. The enemies 

of Islam that day on the battlefield included 
Umayya Ibne Khalf about whom the Holy Prophet 
(on whom be the blessings and peace of Allah) 
had already prophesised that he would be killed 
by the Muslims. So frightened was Umayya of 
this prophecy that he would scarcely ever leave 
Makkah. However, he had little choice when 
the Makkan army set off to attack the Muslims. 
Umayya met his fate that day at the hands of the 
Muslims.

The attractions of life in Medina ceased to exist 
for Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) 
after the demise of the Holy Prophet (on whom be 
the blessings and peace of Allah). He requested 
Hadhrat Abu Bakr’ (may Allah be pleased with 
him) permission to leave saying “I have heard 
from the Holy Prophet (on whom be the blessings 
and peace of Allah) that the best duty for a momin 
to perform is to do Jihad in the name of Allah. 
That is why I want to participate in Jihad till the 
last moments of my life”. Hadhrat Abu Bakr’ (may 
Allah be pleased with him) replied, “I ask you 
in the name of Allah not to leave me in my old 
age”. Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with 
him) accepted this but later, his enthusiasm for 
Jihad having remained unabated, he persisted in 
requesting the same permission from Hadhrat 
‘Umr (may Allah be pleased with him) until he was 
allowed to proceed to participate in the Syrian 
campaign. When, in the year 16 Hijri, Hadhrat 
‘Umr (may Allah be pleased with him) travelled 
to Syria, Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased 
with him) was one of the officers of the Muslim 
armies who welcomed the Caliph at Jabiyya and 
later had the honour of accompanying him during 
his tour of Jerusalem. On one occasion, Hadhrat 
‘Umr (may Allah be pleased with him) requested 
Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) to 
recite the ādhān again. Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah 
be pleased with him) replied that he had sworn 
not to do so after the demise of the Holy Prophet 
(on whom be the blessings and peace of Allah) but 
that he would obey hadhrat ‘Umr (may Allah be 
pleased with him). He then proceeded to call the 
ādhān. All those present there were transported 
back, in their minds’ eye, to the time of the Holy 
Prophet (on whom be the blessings and peace of 
Allah) in Medina and Hadhrat ‘Umr (may Allah be 
pleased with him) wept so profusely that he could 
scarcely breathe.
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At the time of the Muslim conquest of Makkah, 
Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) 
accompanied the Holy Prophet (on whom be the 
blessings and peace of Allah), standing on his left 
(Hadhrat Abu Bakr’ (may Allah be pleased with 
him) was on the right hand side). Upon entering 
the precincts of the Kaaba, Hadhrat Bilal (may 
Allah be pleased with him) was ordered to recite 
the ādhān loudly to proclaim the one-ness and 
glory of Allah. Another signal honour Hadhrat 
Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) received at 
this juncture was the proclamation by the Holy 
Prophet (on whom be the blessings and peace of 
Allah) that anyone who would seek refuge under 
the battle flag held by Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be 
pleased with him) would be pardoned. This was 
the distinction presented to hadhrat Bilal (may 
Allah be pleased with him) by his Lord and Master 
(on whom be the blessings and peace of Allah) 
who thereby created a unique model of human 
dignity. The man whom the citizens of Makkah 
had made a target for all manner of physical and 
mental torture for so long was now made not only 
the guarantor for peace in their city but also the 
insurer of their very lives! Thus, in one stroke, 
the Holy Prophet (on whom be the blessings and 
peace of Allah) not only showed the whole world 
a unique example of kindness and compassion 
but also healed the wounds of Hadhrat Bilal (may 
Allah be pleased with him) forever.

Life in Syria

Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) 
decided to settle in Syria after the Muslim 
conquest of that country. Hadhrat ‘Umr (may Allah 
be pleased with him) granted him and his Ansār 
brother Hadhrat Abu Raweha ibne Abdur Rehman 
(may Allah be pleased with him) permission to 
stay there permanently. Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah 
be pleased with him) then married in the family 
of Hadhrat Abuddar Ansāri (may Allah be pleased 
with him). During his stay in Syria, Hadhrat Bilal 
(may Allah be pleased with him) once saw the Holy 
Prophet (on whom be the blessings and peace of 
Allah) in his dream who asked him, “Bilal, how long 
will you live this dry life? Has not the time come for 
you to come and see me?” Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah 
be pleased with him) then recalled once again the 
golden days of his life with the Holy Prophet (on 
whom be the blessings and peace of Allah) and 
immediately set off for Medina. There he went to 

the tomb of the Holy Prophet (on whom be the 
blessings and peace of Allah) and writhed around 
in an agony of grief at the grave of his Master (on 
whom be the blessings and peace of Allah). Later, 
while Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with 
him) was hugging and cuddling with affection the 
grandsons of the Holy Prophet (on whom be the 
blessings and peace of Allah), Hadhrat Hassan 
and Hussain (may Allah be pleased with them 
both), they requested him to say the ādhān once 
more. When Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased 
with him) did so, the entire populace of Medina 
emerged into the streets, weeping in the memory 
of the Holy Prophet (on whom be the blessings 
and peace of Allah). History tells us that nothing 
like this had ever been witnessed in the city ever 
before.

Passing Away

Hadhrat Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) fell 
ill on his return from Medina and left this mortal 
world to permanently join his beloved Master (on 
whom be the blessings and peace of Allah) in the 
year 20 Hijri at the approximate age of sixty. He 
was buried near Bāb us Saghīr in Damascus.

Bilal (may Allah be pleased with him) was enslaved 
twice. The first time, when he became the slave 
of Umayya bne Khalf, he was thought to be the 
lowest, most insignificant man in Makkah, fair 
game for cruelty and torture beyond any limits. 
His second “enslavement”, this time by the Holy 
Prophet (on whom be the blessings and peace of 
Allah), elevated Bilal from the depths of the earth 
to the heights of the firmament, from the nadir 
of insignificance to the zenith of the brightest 
constellation! He became an enviable role-model 
for the whole world, someone whom the greatest 
ruler in the world, at that time would feel proud 
to call him as “Master Bilal”, welcoming Bilal on his 
arrival. As long as this world exists, the fortitude 
of this noble spirit will continue to be praised by 
the Faithful, and tales of Bilal’s sincerity, truth and 
faith will echo across all nations.
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Islam requires its followers not only to believe in 
certain things but also to carry out certain duties. 
We will deal with those duties that relate to the 
worship of God. 

Worship of God, in some form or another, is com-
mon to all religions of the world. The purpose of 
worshiping God in Islam is to evoke His help and 
guidance in leading a purposeful life in this world, 
and to acquire His attributes.

When we praise a thing, we wish to acquire it and 
appreciate its attributes. Praising God is appre-
ciating His attributes and awakening a desire to 
acquire them, to be merciful when the situation 
demands, to be firm when the situation requires. 

The Holy Prophet (pbuh) said, “Create in you the at-
tributes of God”. Mere recitation of God’s praise 
by the tongue, therefore, is not sufficient. 

In the broader sense of the word, worship is obey-
ing God. The various ritualistic worships described 
below are nothing but means of training the soul 
and disciplining one’s self. The five fundamental 
acts of worship in Islam are:

1. Declaration of Faith 
2. Prayer 
3. Fasting 
4. Pilgrimage 
5. Zakat

PILLARS 

OF ISLAM - 

ISLAMIC 

ACTS OF 

WORSHIP

The Five Pillars of Islam

Praying five times a daytimes a day. Muslims face towards
the Ka'aba in Makkah whenMakkah when offering their prayers

Shahadah

Salat

Fasting

Zakat

Hajj

© Islam International Publications Ltd, 2005  

Muslims should make a pilgrimage to MakkahMuslims should make a pilgrimage to Makkah
at least once in   their lifetime if possible. Theat least once in   their lifetime if possible. The
pilgrimage is made during the   month of Hajj,pilgrimage is made during the   month of Hajj,
the twelfthe twelfth lunar month of the Islamic th lunar month of the Islamic 
calendarcalendar..

Not eating or drinkingdrinking from dawn to dusk 
during the month of Ramadhanmonth of Ramadhan. A special effort is
made to rememberremember AllahAllah and help the needy dur-
ing Ramadhan.

Almsgiving to help thehelp the poor and the needy. 

The declaration, “I bear witness“I bear witness that there is
none worthy of worship exceptworship except Allah and I bear
witness that Muhammad HisMuhammad His Servant and His
Messenger”

Umar Ahmad
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Now, one by one, we will study these various acts 
of worship.

1. DECLARATION OF FAITH
The first step towards the implementa-
tion of faith in Islam is to declare it. The 
declaration of faith or Kalima carries in its 
two short sentences the essence of Islam: 
                                                                                                                                              “There 
is none worthy of worship except Allah 
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah”

In the early days of Islam, the reciting of this Ka-
lima marked the act of conversion to the new 
faith.  

2. PRAYER
There are two kinds of prayers in Islam: Du’a or 
the Silent Prayer, invoking God’s help, and Salat 
or the ritualistic Prayer. In this section we will 
deal mainly with the Salat.

The performing of Salat was the duty enjoined 
upon the Holy Prophet (pbuh) and the keeping up 
of Prayers is the most frequently repeated in-
junction in the Holy Quran.

In Islam, no one day is set aside exclusively for 
Prayer such as the Sabbath (Saturday) for the 
Jews and Sunday for the Christians. For Muslims, 
Prayer is made part of everyday life. There is a 
Prayer in the morning before sunrise; another 
just after midday; a third in the afternoon; a 
fourth at sunset; and a fifth later in the evening. 
The names of these five Daily Prayers are as fol-
lows:

Fajr- Prayer in the morning before sunrise 
Zuhr- Prayer in the early afternoon 
Asr - Prayer in the late afternoon 
Maghrib-  Prayer just after sunset 
Isha-  Prayer later in the evening

There are certain times during the day when the 
performing of the Salat is prohibited. These are:

a. when the sun is rising

b. when the sun is directly overhead, and

c. when the sun is setting

The reason for this prohibition is that there are 
some people in the world who worship the sun 
and these times happen to be important in the 
daily cycle of the sun.

Each Daily Prayer comprises some obligatory and 
some non obligatory prayers, as follows:

a. Fardh Prayer: these are obligatory upon all 
Muslims

b. Sunnah Prayer: although not obligatory, 
these Prayers were regularly offered by the Holy    
Prophet and, therefore, should be performed by 
Muslims

c. Nafl Prayer: these Prayers are completely vol-
untary

Each Prayer starts with the standing position 
and includes bowing, prostration and sitting pos-
tures. Together, these four postures constitute a 
Raka’t. The various Daily Prayers comprise two, 
three or four raka’t as shown below:

Sunnah Fardh Sunnah Vitr

Fajr Prayer 2 2

Zuhr Prayer 4 4 2

Asr Prayer 4

Maghrib Prayer 3 2

Isha Prayer 4 2 3

 
In addition to the five Daily Prayers, Muslims are 
exhorted in the Holy Quran to get up in the mid-
dle of the night to offer the Tahajjud Prayer. It is a 
non obligatory Prayer and is offered in four units 
of two raka’t each.

The Muslims are enjoined to offer all Daily 
Prayers in congregation as far as possible. On 
every Friday, there is a special congregational 
Prayer called the Jumuah Prayer which is per-
formed in place of the Zuhr Prayer. On this occa-
sion the prayer is led by an Imam who also deliv-
ers Khutba or sermon before the Prayer.

During the Prayers, the Muslims are enjoined to 
face the Kaa’ba. The direction of Kaa’ba from any 
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given place is known as the Qiblah. In the early 
days of Islam, Muslims used to face the Temple 
of Solomon in Jerusalem. Later on, Prophet Mu-
hammad (s.a.w) received the revelation in which 
he was commanded by God to face the Kaa’ba, 
which then became the Qiblah of the Muslims.

Besides the five Daily Prayers and the Jumuah 
Prayer on Friday, there are other Prayers in Islam 
which are performed at special occasions:

Salat ul Eid: performed at the occasion of Eid al 
Fitr and Eid al Adha - (Eid Prayer)

Salat ul Kasoof: performed on the occasion of so-
lar and lunar eclipses - (Eclipse Prayer)

Salat ul Istisqa: performed when the need for 
rain is extreme - (Prayer for rain)

Salat ul Janaza: part of the funeral services for 
the deceased - (Funeral Prayer) 

Before each congregational Daily Prayer, the mu-
ezzin calls the believers to Prayer known as Ad-
han.

Before offering the Salat, a Muslim is enjoined 
to perform Wudhu which is an act of cleansing 
the body and the soul. It is only in this purified 
state of mind and body that true worship can be 
performed.

The ablution involves washing the hands three 
times, rinsing the mouth and the nose three 
times, washing the face and the right and left 
forearms three times, passing wet hands over 
the head, ears and neck and then finally, wash-
ing the right and left foot three times.

If one is unable to find clean water, Tayammam 
may be performed in the place of Wudhu. The 
Tayammam is performed by lightly putting one’s 
hands on some clean dust and wiping the face 
and forearms in a symbolic act of ablution.

In the performance of the Prayer, certain eti-
quettes must be observed:

a. one must walk calmly and grace-
fully towards the mosque; one should 
not run even if the Prayer has started 
b. in a congregational Prayer, the 

first rows should be filled in first 
c. one must concentrate on the 
Prayer and try not to get distracted. 
d. one must follow the Imam (the person 
leading the Prayer) in all his movements 
e. if one joins the Prayer in the middle, one should 
follow the Imam till the two “salams” have been said 
and then get up and complete the missed raka’at. 
f. one should avoid passing in front of a person 
who is saying his Prayer

3.FASTING
The third act of worship in Islam is fasting during 
the Islamic month of Ramadhan by all able, adult 
Muslims. The fast begins before daybreak and 
continues till sunset. During this period a Muslim 
is prohibited from eating and drinking and should 
abstain from any vulgar speech or act. Fasting has 
been practiced by almost all religions in one form 
or another. The purpose of fasting in Islam is sum-
marized below:

a. A Muslim obeys the command of God which is 
a justification for fasting in itself

b. Fasting is a form of spiritual reformation and a 
mini sacrifice of one’s physical needs.

c. It is during a fast that we find out how the hun-
gry and poor people in this world really feel

d. Even on pure medical grounds, fasting is an ex-
cellent activity for the body

People who are either sick or on a journey, are ex-
empted from the fasts of Ramadhan. They must, 
however, make up the missed fasts at another 
time before next Ramadhan. Those people who 
are chronically ill or too old to keep fasts are al-
lowed to feed a poor man for every fast that they 
miss.

Muslims, who are not exempted as mentioned 
above, are required to fast for 29 or 30 days of 
the month of Ramadhan; the exact number of the 
days depends on the appearance of the moon. 
Fasting starts with the sighting of the new moon 
of Ramadhan and ends with the appearance of 
the new moon of Shawwal.

Aside from the obligatory fasts of the month of 
Ramadhan, a person may keep voluntary fasts at 
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any time he wishes as long as these fasts do not 
interfere with his normal duties.

4. PILGRIMAGE
The fourth act of Islamic worship is the perform-
ing of Hajj or pilgrimage to Mecca. A Muslim 
must perform this pilgrimage at least once in 
his lifetime if economic and political conditions 
are favourable. The focal point of this pilgrim-
age is the Kaa’ba, which was rebuilt by Proph-
et Abraham some 4,000 years ago. Today, the 
Kaa’ba stands in the middle of a large courtyard 
of Masjid al Haram or the Sacred Mosque. The 
courtyard of Masjid al Haram contains, besides 
Kaa’ba, the Maqam a Ibrahim and the fountain 
of Zamzam.

The Hajj is performed during the Muslim month 
of Dhul Hijjah which comes two months 10 days 
after the festival of Eid ul Fitr. The Hajj is per-
formed by entering into the state of ihram by 
wearing only two seamless white sheets. This 
is done by the pilgrims when they reach certain 
designated places close to Mecca.

Stages of Hajj includes: 1- Ihraam. 2- Tawaaf. 3- 
Sa’y between as-Safaa and al-Marwa. 4- Staying 
in Arafah from Zuhr to Maghrib. Later, stones 
are thrown at the three pillars in a symbolic 
act of striking the devil, and animals are sacri-
ficed on the tenth day of Dhul hijjah, which is 
celebrated as Eid ul Adha. Although not part of 
the prescribed pilgrimage, many pilgrims carry 
on to Medinah and visit Masjid al Nabvi or the 
Prophet’s Mosque. It was in the compound of 
this Mosque that Prophet Muhammad (s.a.w) 
was buried.

While the Hajj may only be performed during 
the prescribed dates of the month of Dhul Hij-
jah, a Lesser Pilgrimage called Umrah may be 
made individually at any time during the year.

5. ZAKAT 
(OBLIGATORY ALMS WITH 

PRESCRIBED RATE)
Charity towards man, in the widest sense of the 
word, is the cornerstone of the Islamic society 
and a constant theme in the Quranic teach-

ings. There are two kinds of charities in Islam: 
the obligatory and the voluntary. The obligatory 
charity is called Zakat while the voluntary charity 
is called Sadaqah.

The concept of Zakat was not totally new to Is-
lam; similar alms giving had been enjoined upon 
the Israelites and the Christians as well. In Islam, 
the Zakat takes the form of a prescribed contri-
bution based on a person’s wealth and income. 
The rate of contribution varies with the kind of 
property owned but, on an average, works out to 
two and one half percent of the total value. The 
proceeds of Zakat are supposed to be devoted 
towards:

a. relieving poverty and distress

b. helping those in debt

c. providing comfort and convenience for travel-
lers

d. providing stipends for scholarships

e. providing ransom for prisoners of war

f. propagation of Islam

g. meeting the expenses for the collection of Zakat

h. other things beneficial for the society

Zakat, therefore, is a duty enjoined by God in the 
interest of the society as a whole. While on one 
hand these charitable contributions provide for 
the needs of the society, on the other hand the 
act of giving in the name of God purifies the heart 
of the contributor from selfishness and greed.
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‘Facebook has become an international obsession. 
We tell ourselves it’s a way to “stay in touch” or to 
be “social with friends” but is it really that? I would 
say that it has become an unhealthy obsession that 
takes away hours out of many people’s day and 
creates a deep sense of insecurity as we compare 
ourselves to others. The goal of this article is to 
show you that you do NOT need Facebook, the 
context of the speeches of our Imam regarding 
Facebook, and that without it you can thrive! 

Facebook is, contrary to popular myth, not a 
necessity...’

As a social networking platform launched officially 
in 2004, it grew substantially over the years and 
today, it has over 901 million users worldwide. 
But what is it that makes Facebook so popular, 
and why is that more and more youngsters are 
beginning to use it? Is it to look ‘cool’, or is it just 
to ‘keep in touch’ with distant relatives around the 

UMAR MANSOOR

IS FACEBOOK 
REALLY 
NECESSARY?
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globe. Since every individual has their own needs, 
I will not be concentrating on that but rather focus 
on what kind of harms Facebook has and why has 
the Khalifa of the time, the person we claim is the 
official representative of God Almighty on earth 
today, advised us Ahmadi [youngsters] to avoid 
the use of it as much as we can?

As someone once, very rightly said ‘The cure 
to prejudice is understanding....’, which is why I 
shall be first trying to give a brief introduction on 
the ‘alphabet’ of Facebook. 

Facebook is like most other social networking 
sites. You can upload photos, add ‘friends’, add 
your location, your biodata; date of birth, birth 
place, parents, family, current residence amongst 
others, all that can help anyone out there find 
out everything about you, your personality and 
your character. It is, as many say, the perfect 
social networking site, and that is exactly why 
many [youngsters] will argue about what can 
possibly be bad about such a site(s)?

Since the increase in popularity of Facebook, 
you will see more and more news articles being 
published, day in and day out, about marriage 
breakdowns, photos being leaked, people 
threatening others and cyber stalking, among 
others. For some people, it is also an issue of 
‘what if XYZ sees my profile..?’ My question 
to them would be, why put yourselves into 
that kind of danger in the first place? It is like 
showing a well known robber your brand new, 
shining iPhone and then not expecting them to 
steal it. When that phone is finally stolen, there 
is 99.9% chance of no return. Same is the case 
with Facebook. Once your account is hacked, or 
a ‘friend’ leaks your photo, there is no coming 
back. 

On the 31st of December 2010, Hazrat Mirza 
Masroor Ahmad, Khalifatul Masih V (atba), in 
his Friday Sermon delivered from Baitul Futuh 
Mosque in London, pointed out a few things 
about Facebook. Whilst mentioning that a 
Facebook profile had been created in his name 

without his knowledge, he also said that ‘I have 
alerted the Community about Facebook usage 
before...I also tell people individually to be 
careful of Facebook as it can have many wrong 
consequences, in particular girls should be very 
careful..’. 

At that time, I instantly deactivated my Facebook, 
knowing that since Huzoor disapproves it, I 
shouldn’t be using it, and I have been off it since, 
Alhamdulillah. 

However, since this was just a small bit from 
a sermon focusing on the blessings God has 
bestowed upon the Jamaat, some did not take 
it seriously. It was during the Jalsa Salana of 
Germany, Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad (May 
Allah Strengthen his hand), gave a very strong 
and powerful speech, in which he outlined 
the roles of Ahmadi Muslims, and how we 
should be staying away from shameful acts. 
Speaking about the connection between current 
electronic media (i.e. Facebook) and sinful acts, 
Huzoor (atba) says: ‘...Hazrat Masih e Maud 
(as) came to found a Jama’at, which should take 
people away from this sinful life. If these people 
themselves use such electronic media, or things 
that take them into the sinful life, then THESE 
people would be forgetting the objective for the 
foundation of this community..’. Continuing his 
speech, Huzoor (atba) introduces Facebook and 
says: ‘...this is something that takes you towards 
filthy life, and the barriers between the people, 
and the secrets of the person are easily exposed, 
and it promotes the nakedness and vulgarity...
the one who has made this site, has himself said, 
that I have made this site because whatever a 
human being is, he should be completely known 
to the other person...’. Giving an example Huzoor 
(atba) says: ‘...that is to say, if a person puts up 
his naked picture, that is right, and then welcome 
others to comment on it, is right too, Inna Lillah’.

There is no clearer explanation that that, and 
there should not be any questions regarding 
that after this either. Huzoor has very clearly 
mentioned the purpose of the advent of the 
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Promised Messiah (as) in this age; that was to take 
people away from these [wrong] worldly desires, 
and to get them on to the path of righteousness 
and modesty. The Promised Messiah (as) has 
himself said this, in the Condition of Initiation 
[Bai’at] number 2: ‘That he/she shall keep away 
from falsehood, fornication, adultery, trespasses 
of the eye, debauchery, dissipation, cruelty, 
dishonesty, mischief and rebellion; and will not 
permit himself/herself to be carried away by 
passions, however strong they might be.’ and in 
condition number 6: ‘That he/she shall refrain 
from following un-Islamic customs and lustful 
inclinations, and shall completely submit himself/
herself to the authority of the Holy Quran; and 
shall make the Word of God and the Sayings of 
the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) the guiding principle in every walk 
of his/her life.’

The time at which the Promised Messiah was 
sent to this world is the time of great social evils, 
dishonesty, rebellion, all that were also predicted 
by the Holy Prophet (saw) 1400 years ago. The 
Almighty God had revealed to the Holy Prophet 
(Peace and Blessings of Allah be Upon Him) about 
all this, and the servant of this Noble Prophet 
made it a definite condition, that a person who 
wishes to enter his community, has to abstain 
and always watch out for such sinful acts. Now if 
one does not refrain from the use of Facebook, 
or similar electronic devices, then they would 
be seriously disregarding these two conditions 
outlined by the Promised Messiah (as).  Huzoor 
(atba) has said about such people: ‘...thus, those 
people that do not understand this [instruction], 
they would sever their ties with the Promised 
Messiah, because the Promised Messiah’s 
purpose was to establish righteousness. The one 
who is not going to be helpful in this regard, he 
might be counted as a member of the Jama’at, 
but in the eyes of Allah Almighty that person 
is not really linked with the Promised Messiah 
(as)’. Here, Huzoor (atba) has very beautifully 
explained how the use of Facebook and similar 
electronic media is against the teachings of 
the Promised Messiah (as). Huzoor has also 

cautioned us to think and reflect upon our 
actions, and whether we are doing enough to 
please Allah Almighty, appear as true servants 
of the Promised Messiah and in return get Allah 
Almighty’s blessings; or are we following the 
road of filthiness, falsehood and fornications. It 
is us, who have to decide, ‘whether we wish to 
choose the path of righteousness and piety, or 
such filthy sources’ that will lead us away from 
Allah the Almighty.

Many of you reading might be thinking how all 
that has been mentioned above, is actually linked 
to Facebook? How is it that Facebook, which 
[in the eyes of some] is being used carefully 
by someone, and only ‘approved’ relatives and 
friends are able to see data uploaded, how is it 
then possible that someone can say that it leads 
towards filth and away from righteousness. Let 
me try to give a few examples.

It is in the human nature, that one is always looking 
for excuses to explore the activities around us. Of 
course every individual is different, but there is 
always this excuse of looking for things. Whilst 
on Facebook, how many people can say that they 
have not been tempted to ‘add’ someone they 
feel is funny, or maybe is a celebrity, or some 
fashion companies that they feel they can add to 
check out their latest designs and stock. Whilst 
I think that checking out new clothing designs 
and accessories is not wrong, it is wrong then to 
start ‘adding’ those profiles as it will give them 
full access to your information. You do not know 
who it is controlling that account, whether it is 
the actual company itself or just another ‘fake’ 
account. Despite all your care in not letting 
strangers access your information, you will be 
giving out your details and photos in such cases, 
where you allow access to such accounts, be it a 
celebrity or a company.

Another case which ties in with Huzoor (atba)’s 
thoughts on Facebook, is the uploading of photos 
in the first place. If you are so inclined towards 
‘keeping in touch’ with your friends, surely 
there would be no reason as to why you wish to 
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upload your photos, as you will be most likely 
seeing them the next day, or next week. I am 
sure you could show them using other methods, 
rather than uploading them online and exposing 
yourself to everyone?

On the other hand, there are numerous cases 
in which people have had their photos leaked, 
despite very careful monitoring of their accounts, 
by their very own friends. It is also worth noting 
that when others take photos of you, they have 
the rights over that photo, and whether they 
wish to publish it online. If that happens, that 
photo is up there, and regardless of you getting 
them to take it down afterwards, people have 
seen it. In the case of a girl, this goes against the 
rules of ‘Purdah’.

A lot of people have complained to me over my 
stance on Facebook. All of them have always 
raised the same point; Huzoor has not BANNED 
Facebook. My answer is always ‘Yes I am aware 
that Huzoor has not banned it...’ . They tend to 
point their argument to one of Huzoors classes 
with UK WaqfeNau Khuddam, where one 
Khadim asked the so called ‘ban’ on Facebook, 
to which Huzoor (atba) replied: ‘...when did I 
say that Jama’at is banning Facebook, I only 
said that Facebook has more negatives than 
positives, therefore our youngsters, especially 
girls [and those with little knowledge of it] 
should not expose themselves to such an extent, 
that they themselves become trapped, as there 
have been cases where girls have been trapped. 
Also, if you wish very badlyto  stay on Facebook, 
then stay on it to a very limited extent, don’t 
overexpose yourself...I can do my work without 
it, if you can’t then go [use it]’. These words here 
signify different meanings for different people. 
If someone who is very strong about staying on 
Facebook, then they will take this argument, 
present it in their ‘defence’, and then go on to 
use Facebook. But, on the other hand, we have 
some people that will take a different approach 
to these words of Huzoor, while still considering 
the numerous other times Huzoor has talked 
and advised the Jama’at about Facebook. Also, 

when Huzoor (atba) says that ‘I can [as Khalifatul 
Masih] do my work without...’ then I guess that 
leaves no room for any arguments against this. 
If he, the Khalifatul Masih, the Imam and the 
spiritual leader of millions of Ahmadis across 
the world, can do his work, which is a lot more 
than any of us have to do during the day, I guess 
we should take this as an example and not only 
get off this network, but also bring that change 
within us, that can increase our spirituality, and 
enable us to adjust our daily lives to that we can 
fit in all sorts of contact and work without having 
to give a second thought about Facebook. 

So, to conclude this, I would like to cite one last 
quote from Huzoor (atba)’s class with WaqfeNau 
girls of Germany. When a question was asked 
by a young girl, Huzoor very kindly replied by 
saying ‘in order to avoid vice, it is incumbent to 
not even engage (get involved) in it’. This shows 
how important it is to stay away from such social 
activities, and to obey on the instructions of our 
Imam.

May Allah enable us to follow the footsteps of 
our forefathers in obedience to Khilafat and 
the teachings of Islam and the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH). May Allah enable all 
Waqfeen to propagate this to others as we 
are the ones that will be the building blocks of 
Jama’at in the years to come. Ameen.
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Introduction
The Holy Quran is the final word of Allah which 
was revealed to the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa 
between the years 610 and 632 AD. This 
perfect Scripture not only embodies knowledge 
concerning the maker of the Heavens and 
the Earth or man’s moral spirituality, rather 
exuberantly covers all facets of life which are 
beyond human imagination. For example, the 
Quran makes a wide range of observations 
covering the entire span of creative processes 
pertaining to both the evolution of life and the 
preparatory stages preceding it1. The deeper one 
delves in a particular field (e.g. scientific field), 
he finds himself confronted with more questions 
than answers. The Holy Quran (18: 110) most 
beautifully states that knowledge of Allah’s 
creation is inexhaustible: 

‘Say, ‘If the ocean became ink for the words of 
my Lord, surely, the ocean would be exhausted 
before the words of my Lord came to an end, 
even though We brought the like thereof as 
further help.’   

It is imperative to understand that there is no 
disparity between religion and science; in fact 
both complement each other. Hadhrat Khalifatul 
Masih IIra said2: ‘Religion really is the name of 
those verities which concern man’s union with 
his Creator whose knowledge God has bestowed 
upon him by means of revelation, and science 

is the name of the combination of those results 
and conclusions which man arrives at after a 
deep study of the creation of the universe and 
the laws that regulate it. Some religious truths, 
no doubt, are capable of being known by the 
exercise of man’s intellect and mental faculties, 
but science is wholly and entirely the outcome of 
an intelligent reflection over what is happening 
around man in the universe. 

In view of these definitions of science and 
religion there remains absolutely no ground for 
any dispute or conflict between the two. Religion 
is based on God’s own revealed word and science 
is his handiwork, and there can possibly be no 
disagreement between the word and work of 
an intelligent person. It could be possible with 
a lunatic or an imposter – but God is neither a 
lunatic nor an imposter. As He is neither weak of 
intellect nor deficient in morals, conflict between 
what He does and what He says is evidently 
impossible. Hence conflict between science and 
religion is also impossible.’     

Having established the fact that science and 
religion are inter-related, this article would 
discuss Alzheimer’s disease in context of the 
Quranic verses. It is intriguing to note that when 
the Holy Quran was revealed around 1400 years 
ago, the human understanding of the universe 
was extremely primitive and obscure. This is no 
longer the case as our knowledge of the universe 
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has advanced considerably but the knowledge 
concerning the existing micro-universe in our 
body, most notably the brain, remains limited. 
The physiology (brain’s functionality under normal 
conditions) and the pathophysiology (functioning 
of brain in disease states) has thus far proven to be 
enigmatic and extensive discussion on this matter 
is beyond the scope of the present article. This 
article will firstly review how Alzheimer’s disease 
was discovered and secondly, analyze the disease 
in light of the Quranic teachings.

Alzheimer’s disease

Alzheimer’s disease is an incurable degenerative 
disease of the brain’s specialized cells called 
neurons. The global incidence of this devastating 
disorder is around 24 million and is expected 
to quadruple by the year 2050. It is the most 
common cause of dementia. Dementia is an 
‘umbrella’ term used to describe a range of 
symptoms, more specifically; it is an acquired 
syndrome of decline in memory and at least one 
other cognitive function (e.g. apraxia, aphasia, 
agnosia) sufficient to affect daily life in an alert 
person3. Apraxia is a medical term which refers 
to loss of memory of physical activities (e.g. 
dressing yourself), aphasia is the impairment 
of speech and agnosia literally means loss of 
knowledge.

The discovery of Alzheimer’s disease is a very 
interesting topic to consider and presents men 
of understanding to reflect on the fact that 
there exists no incongruity between science 
and religion. Alzheimer’s disease was initially 
described by Avicenna (Ibn Sina) 1000 years 
ago but the first documented case study was 
reported by Alois Alzheimer in 1907. Alzheimer 
described a 51-year-old woman who presented 
with cognitive and language impairment, 
hallucinations, delusions, paranoia, psychological 
incompetence associated with aggressive 
behaviour. As her disease progressed, she 
became bedridden, incontinent (inability to hold 
urine or control faeces), lost her ability to speak 
and had to be fed. Auguste D eventually died after 
suffering from 4 years of progressive dementia4. 
Immediately following Auguste D death in 
1906, her brain was sent to Alois Alzheimer for 
a post-mortem (autopsy) examination. Upon 
conducting detailed microscopic analysis on her 
brain, Alois described clumps/globs of sticky 

proteins (amyloid plaques) in spaces between 
neurons and “a tangled bundle of fibrils” 
(neurofibrillary tangles) within cells throughout 
the cortex. The plaques and tangles still form 
the neuropathological hallmark of Alzheimer’s 
disease. Clinicians in the early 1900s came to the 
conclusion that Alzheimer’s disease was a rare, 
neurological disorder which affected the middle 
aged population. True, individuals with a familial/
genetic case history of Alzheimer’s disease get 
the disease in their third or fourth decade of life. 
However, the more common idiopathic (non-
genetic/non-inherited) forms of this disease 
are manifested in old age. The clinicians at that 
time missed the fact that Alzheimer’s disease is 
strongly linked to age. It is now a blueprint that 
the older one gets, the greater his/her risk of 
acquiring this devastating disorder.

Holy Quran verdict on Alzheimer’s 
disease 

However, 1400 years ago, the Holy Quran 
clearly stated the facts about this disease 
in unprecedented detail. The mention of 
Alzheimer’s disease is not confined to just one 
verse; in fact it is mentioned throughout the 
Quran so that men of understanding take heed. 
The Holy Quran most notably states: 

‘And when the caravan departed, their father 
said, ‘Surely, I feel the scent of Joseph, even 
though you take me to be a dotard.’ (12:95)
‘And Allah creates you, then he causes you to die: 
and there are some among you who reach the 
age of senility with the result that they lose all 
knowledge after having gained it.’ (16:71)  
‘Thy Lord has commanded, “Worship none but 
Him, and show kindness to parents. If one of them 
or both of them attain old age with thee, never 
say unto them any word expressive of disgust 
nor reproach them, but address them with kind 
words.’ (17:24)

‘O people, if you are in doubt concerning the 
Resurrection, then consider that We have indeed 
created you from dust, then from a sperm-drop, 
then from clotted blood, then from a lump of 
flesh, partly formed and partly unformed, in 
order that We may make Our power manifest 
to you. And We cause what We will to remain 
in the wombs for an appointed term; then We 
have delivered you as a child so that afterwards 
you may reach your age of full maturity. And 
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there are those among you who die and there 
are others among you who are made to recede 
to the age of senility with the result that they 
know nothing after having had knowledge. And 
thou seest earth lifeless, but when We send down 
water thereon, it stirs and swells, and grows 
every kind of beauteous vegetation.’ (22:6)

‘It is Allah who created you in a state of 
weakness, and after weakness gave strength: 
then, after strength, caused weakness and old 
age. He creates what he pleases. He is the All-
knowing, the All-Powerful.’ (30:55)
‘And him whom we grant long life – We revert 
him to a weak condition of creation. Will they 
not then understand?’ (36:69)

Astoundingly, these comprehensive verses 
provide a valuable insight into the perplexing 
field of Alzheimer’s disease. With the passage 
of time, the revealed verses have now been 
understood to a large extent with a century of 
hard work and dedication. It can be inferred 
from the Holy Quran that Alzheimer’s disease is 
divided into two forms: 

1) Early onset Alzheimer’s is a rare form involving 
fully penetrant or autosomal dominant mutations 
in amyloid precursor protein (APP), presenilin 
1 and 2 genes located on chromosomes 21, 14 
and 1 respectively. Mutations are permanent 
and heritable modifications in genes resulting in 
altered, detrimental genetic functioning leading 
to the development of a disease. Early onset 
Alzheimer’s typically affects sufferers in their 
third or fourth decade of life but only accounts 
for 10% of the cases. 

2) Late onset Alzheimer’s accounts for around 
90% of the cases and is the most common form 
of Alzheimer’s disease. This disease can occur 
in patients with no known genetic history and 
its incidence increases with age, and affects 
individuals after the age of 65. The risk of 
acquiring late onset Alzheimer’s after the age of 
85 years increases to 50%. 
Clearly, the Holy Quran identifies old age as the 
biggest risk factor for Alzheimer’s disease. Alois 
Alzheimer completely missed this association 
and it was only in the late 1960s that the 
paradigm shifted and people started to realize 
thanks largely to British Neurologists that 
Alzheimer’s disease was intrinsically associated 
with old age. This flawless Holy Scripture goes on 

to describe that the disease involves progressive 
deterioration in intellectual abilities e.g. agnosia. 
The sufferers also become child-like, exhibit 
irrational behaviour and become incapable of 
feeding or taking care of themselves, more or less 
resembling a helpless child before their eventual 
demise. It is important to note that these verses 
are not only confined to Alzheimer’s disease, in 
fact, accommodate all of the neurodegenerative 
diseases where dementia is the common theme. 
Other diseases which fall within the scope of this 
verse include Parkinsonism disorders (e.g. Lewy 
Body dementia, Parkinson’s disease and multiple 
systems atrophy), Prions disease (Creutzfeldt-
Jakob disease, fatal familial insomnia and Kuru), 
Huntington’s disease, multiple sclerosis and 
many more diseases.                  

Supremacy of Holy Quran

The Holy Quran is a far more superior Book than 
any other Holy Scripture because it meticulously 
describes scientific principles in a lucid manner. 
Most fascinatingly, the beauty of the verses 
relating to science underlying dementia is that 
they were revealed to Prophet Muhammadsa, 
who did not personally possess the knowledge 
that Allah possesses. Appropriate to the 
worldly terminology, to have declared him 
unlettered was an appropriate epithet. The 
fact that he had no personal knowledge of the 
basic scientific principles is supported by the 
following tradition5:
       

‘Hadrat Anasra narrates from Hadrat Aishara that 
once the Holy Prophetsa passed by a few farmers 
who were fertilizing the flowers of female date 
trees with the pollen of male trees. The Holy 
Prophetsa commented ‘even if you do not take this 
trouble, the trees will be fertilized and bear fruit.’ 
Accordingly, they stopped doing this, but that 
year the unfertilized trees did not bear any fruit 
at all. They reported this to the Holy Prophetsa to 
which he responded: ‘If you have a worldly affair 
to decide, do it among yourselves. Only if the work 
is religious in nature refer it to me.’ 

From this incident, it is definitely proved that the 
Holy Prophet’ssa personal knowledge of science 
was so meagre that he did not even know how 
the date trees were fertilized. Despite this, the 
repeated uncovering of scientific mysteries by the 
Holy Quran most certainly proves that the Holy 
Quran is the word of God6 and not that of the 
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Prophet Muhammadsa. 

Importance of research

The average life expectancy has increased 
dramatically in the recent years since the turn 
of this century. This increase is largely due 
to a significant reduction in infant mortality, 
development of vaccines and antibiotics, better 
nutrition, improved public health care measures, 
and advances in treatment and prevention of 
heart disease and stroke. However, the increase 
has revealed a new epidemic: the elderly 
population are at significant risk of acquiring 
dementia caused by Alzheimer’s disease7. It is a 
priority to find a cure for this neurodegenerative 
disease to prevent its incidence and at the same 
time, maintain and enhance the quality of life of 
its sufferers. Research is the only way forward 
to lead a commendable fight against dementia 
and the Hadith, ‘God has not created a disease 
without creating a cure for it’ (Abu Bukhari) 
provides the rationale to do research. 

The Holy Quran is a complete guidance for 
mankind and strongly advocates one to 
undertake research, and this is reflected in the 
following verse: 
‘Everyday He (God) reveals Himself in a different 
state.’ (55:30)

In addition, Holy Prophetsa held researchers in 
great reverence and most beautifully said: 
‘If anyone travels on a road in search of 
knowledge, God will cause him to travel on one 
of the roads of Paradise. . . . The angels will 
lower their wings in their great pleasure with 
one who seeks knowledge . . . The inhabitants 
of the heavens and the Earth and (even) the fish 
in the deep waters will ask forgiveness for the 
learned man . . . The learned are the heirs of 
the Prophets . . .’ (Sunan Abu-Dawood, Hadith 
1631)
Research, which is defined as quest for knowledge 
to establish facts, is a very challenging yet 
rewarding and intellectually stimulating career. 
It is an awe-inspiring field for people, whereby 
learning is driven by curiosity, a self motivating 
drive to understand new scientific mechanisms/
phenomena. The most exciting aspect of 
research is that every day is a new day full of 
exposure to high-quality, cutting edge ideas 
and serves as a means to provide long-lasting 
benefit to humanity. A word of advice to young 

students is to research on Alzheimer’s disease 
due to the reasons specified in this article, and 
there are a lot of Nobel prizes up for grab in this 
arcane field of medicine. In summary, research 
helps you admire the beauty and dexterity of 
the maker, and in turn, you will become a deep 
admirer of God. 

Conclusion

As Ahmadi students, we have a very bright future 
as foretold by the Promised Messiahas: 
‘The members of my sect shall so excel in 
knowledge and insight that they will confound 
everyone with the light of their truth, and by 
dint of their arguments and signs.’’ (Tajalliyat-e-
Ilahiya)
The seeds of our hard work coupled with prayers/
belief will soon ripe, and here is the most perfect 
advice by Hazoor Aqdusaba to make this daunting 
task possible: 
‘Therefore, I advise the youth: Immerse yourself 
in studies to the exclusion of everything else. 
Advance so much in every field of education 
that your minimum target is a Nobel Prize. That 
requires hard work over a long period. When 
nations want to develop and progress they make 
plans on a long-term basis.’ (Inaugural address 
delivered by Hadhrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad(aba) 
on 17th April, 2008 at the Ghana Jalsa Salana)     
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A prophecy as described in the Online Oxford 
Dictionary is ‘a prediction of what will happen 
in the future.’ The Holy Quran contains many 
prophecies, which God immediately highlights 
in the first revelation given to the Holy Prophet 
(s.a.w.) in Cave Hira, where it was described 
that through the Quran, mankind will be given 

knowledge that it had not had before, which 
would be kept safe forever. Therefore, it can be 
understood that the Quran will have prophecies 
within it, equipping man with unknown 
knowledge. An example of a prophecy can be 
seen through the point in which Allah Almighty 
says in the Quran:

Summary of the chapter 

‘Some 
Prophecies 
of the Holy 

Quran’ 
by Hazarat Mirza Bashir-Ud-Din 

Mahmud Ahmad (Khalifatul Masih II) 

Faheem Ahmad Nasir

‘We shall save only thy body 
from destruction so that it 
should serve as a Sign for 
coming generations’
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And We brought the children of Israel across 
the sea; and Pharaoh and his hosts pursued 
them wrongfully and aggressively till, when the 
calamity of drowning overtook him, he said “I 
believe that there is no God but He in whom 
the children of Israel believe, and I am of those 
who submit to Him” “What! Now! While thou 
wast disobedient before this and was of those 
who create disorder. So this day We will save 
thee in thy body alone that thou mayest be a 
Sign to those who come after thee.” And surely 
many of mankind are heedless of Our Signs (10: 
91-93)

This portion describes how God carried the 
Israelites to safety across the sea when they 
were being chased by Pharaoh and his army. 
Pharaoh and his army drowned in their pursuit 
of the Israelites and as Pharaoh was drowning 
he said ‘I now believe that there is no God 
save the One Whom the Israelites believe 
and I submit myself to Him.’ Immediately God 
decreed, ‘Thou dost declare thy belief now 
whereas thou didst indulge in disobedience 
and transgression before. In return for thy 
last-moment declaration of belief We shall 
save only thy body from destruction so that it 
should serve as a Sign for coming generations 
, though in truth the majority of mankind pay 
little heed to Our Signs.’ This indicates that due 
to Pharaoh’s vow of belief before his death, God 
declared that He would preserve his body for 
all mankind to see the true extent of his power 
and mercy. 

This incident is not described in the Bible, 
Jewish History or any other authentic record 
of that period which furthers the unique claim 
of the Holy Quran. This prophecy came true in 
1898 when the body was originally discovered. 
However, it was in 1891 that French professor 
Maurice Bucaille with his team of specialists 
analysed the mummy that was found. 
Immediately, the first analysis proved that the 
salt remnants in his body were the verification 
that the Pharaoh died of drowning and that 
the body was removed and mummified after. 

Bucaille was astonished due to Pharaoh’s body 
being in better condition than those that had 
not been taken from the sea. Upon reflection, 
the Professor was astounded by the plain fact 
that it was unknown to man that the ancient 
Egyptians mummification of bodies but a few 
decades before, yet the Quran spoke of it nearly 
fourteen hundreds years before? This very point 
underlines the validity of the Holy Quran as the 
decree of Allah was undoubtedly portrayed. 
The body was clearly preserved and escaped 
destruction from the great changes in the land 
of Egypt since the time of Moses which truly 
shows the truth of the Holy Quran, providing a 
Sign and lesson for all mankind. 

Therefore, from this we can learn that the Holy 
Quran is a beautiful book given graciously to us 
by Allah, so that with study and recitation, we 
can acquire the knowledge of many examples 
of how God has shown his omniscience, which 
in effect proves God’s existence and power. 
Moreover, the Holy Quran is the written proof 
that Islam is the religion for all mankind, as it 
truly is from God the All-knowing. Finally, if a 
portion as small as this, can predict something 
unknown to man for over fourteen hundred 
years, surely the entire Holy Quran is full of 
gems that could provide knowledge till the end 
of time…






