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O ye who believe! fear Allah as He should be 
feared; and let not death overtake you except 
when you are in a state of submission.  

 

And hold fast, all together, by the rope of Allah and 
be not divided; and remember the favor of Allah 
which He bestowed upon you when you were 
enemies and He united your hearts in love, so that 
by His grace you became as brothers; and you 
were on the brink of a pit of fire and He saved you 
from it. Thus does Allah explain to you His 
commandments that you may be guided.  

 

And let there be among you a body of men who 
should invite to goodness, and enjoin equity and 
forbid evil. And it is they who shall prosper. 
(3:103-105) 

 

Love conquers all - it is said.   
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But for love to conquer all it has to have the characteristics 
of universality and indiscriminateness that we see in the 
love that the Creator of this Universe obviously had for all 
of His creation. 
 

When I was given this subject to talk about, “the Promised 
Messiah (as)’s Message of Peace” I went immediately to 
the very last book that he wrote and completed writing just 
a day before his demise. 
 

There, the very opening page stopped me in my tracks... 

 

I had always treated the universality of God’s nature and 
His Unity as something very philosophic and true but 
never had I really bothered too much to venture into its 
profound implications.. 
 

Listen to this opening passage from the Promised 
Messiah’s book, “Paigham-e-Sulh” - the “Message of 
Peace” and see how he explains that establishing peace is 
inextricably and essentially linked with the universal nature 
of God revealed in the way that nature operates. 

 

This is worth repeating, listen to this opening passage 
from the Promised Messiah’s book, “Paigham-e-Sulh” - 
the “Message of Peace” and see how he explains that 
establishing peace is inextricably and essentially 
linked with the universal nature of God revealed in the 
way that nature operates. 
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“My countrymen, a religion which does not inculcate 
universal compassion is no religion at all. Similarly, a 
human being without the faculty of compassion is no 
human at all.”  
 

“Our God has never discriminated between one people 
and another. This is illustrated by the fact that all the 
potentials and capabilities which have been granted to the 
Aryans have also been granted to the races inhabiting 
Arabia, Persia, Syria, China, Japan, Europe and America.” 

 

“The earth created by God provides a common floor for all 
people alike, and His sun and moon and many stars are a 
source of radiance and provide many other benefits to all 
alike.”  
 

“Likewise, all peoples benefit from the elements created 
by Him, such as air, water, fire and earth, and similarly 
from other products created by Him like grain, fruit, and 
healing agents, etc. These attributes of God teach us the 
lesson that we, too, should behave magnanimously and 
kindly towards  our fellow human beings and should not be 
petty of heart and illiberal.” 

 

As I read these words...and let me read them out in Urdu 
also...the power of the original text is altogether another 
thing... 
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Aap farmatay hain...[Urdu] ..aiy hamwatno! Woh deen 
deen naheen haiy.........aur tang dil aur tang zarf nah 
banain.” 

 

As I read these words, the thought came back to me again 
and again, that I have felt so many times - and that I am 
certain each of us has experienced in our lives - while 
watching one nation warring against another and listened 
to the rhetoric being spewed out of the mouths of either... 

 

I always felt that the speech of each side attributed an 
“otherness” characteristic to their perceived enemy ...as if 
their enemy were not human beings ...somehow the 
common bond of humanity was being denied and 
aggressively, viciously so...the value assigned to the 
“other” side’s human life was far inferior to the precious 
blood spilt by the soldiers of one’s own side. 

 

It is such a simple truth...it is in fact what the Promised 
Messiah begins his treatise with...where he lays stress 
supreme on the commonness of shared values... 
 

“...I now draw your attention to the following: 
notwithstanding the hundreds of differences between us, 
Muslims and Hindus alike share one thing in common, i.e., 
we all believe in God, the Creator and Master of the 
Universe.” 
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“Also, we belong to the same denomination of God’s 
species and are referred to as humans. Furthermore, as 
inhabitants of the same country, we are mutual 
neighbors.” 

 

“This requires that we become friends to each other, with 
purity of heart and sincerity of intentions. We should 
dispose kindly to each other and be mutually helpful. In 
the difficulties pertaining to religious and worldly matters, 
we should exercise such sympathy towards each other as 
if we have become limbs of the same body.” 

 

The “Message of Peace” that the Promised Messiah (as) 
gave to the world demanded a sincerity and purity of heart 
- and declared essential the acceptance of the fact that we 
are all one - eliminating in every shape and form any 
notion of otherness.. 
 

The second very philosophic point that the Promised 
Messiah (as) related beautifully to the subject of peace 
has to do with the need for all to become like God - to 
adopt His attributes - become colored in the colors of God 
- to use the Quranic expression..Thus the Promised 
Messiah (as) says: 
 

“Friends! Take it as certain that if either of our two nations 
would not treat God’s attributes with respect and will not 
shape its conduct in accordance with the conduct of God, 
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then, that nation will soon be wiped out from the face of 
the earth. Not only will it destroy itself but it will also 
jeopardize the future of its generations to come.” 

 

“The righteous of all ages have testified that following 
God’s ways works like an elixir for the people. Moreover 
the survival, both physical and spiritual, of human beings 
depends on the same eternal truth that man should follow 
the virtuous attributes of God Who is the Fountainhead of 
all that is essential for survival.”  
 

“God commences the Holy Qur’an with the following verse 
which is contained in [Surah al-Fatihah:3] - That is, all 
perfect and holy attributes belong exclusively to Allah, 
Who is the Lord of all the worlds.”  
 

“The word ‘alam’ comprises all different peoples, all 
different ages and all the different countries.”  
 

“The commencement of the Holy Qur’an with this verse 
was designed to counter the views of such people as 
attempted to monopolize God’s unlimited providence for 
their own nation and imagined that the other nations did 
not belong to God or that having created these other 
people, God discarded them as being of no consequence, 
or else perhaps they were shelved to oblivion by Him, or 
(God forbid) they were not even created by Him.” 
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So here the truth is laid bare - the truth that we see 
operating in the world also....that if we are to benefit from 
God’s creation - His nature - and to employ with benefit 
the forces of nature...then we have to come into phase 
with it...in a correlated or synchronized way....work with 
nature and harness its powers for our benefit.  This is what 
science is all about ...understanding nature and learning to 
benefit from it by working in sync with it...so what else is 
the meaning of adopting the colors of Allah if not working 
in concert with the nature that God has created. 
 

The same rule, the rule that we see working in nature, the 
same rule, says the Promised Messiah (as) applies to the 
truths of the spiritual world.. 
 

The Holy Prophet Muhammad (sa) was the Exemplar par 
Excellence of all this and he illustrated to the greatest 
extent what it means to achieve peace, to embody, 
personify, spread and further the cause of peace..anyone 
familiar with the life history of Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) will testify to the truth of 
what I just said.. 

 

There was no stone left unturned or unhurled when it 
came to his fellow countrymen persecuting him and killing 
and maiming, in front of his very eyes, those who believed 
in him - whether they were his kith and kin or whether they 
were not..it mattered not to them... 
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Yet he bore all such losses and sufferings with patience 
and total resignation to the will of God and asked for 
nothing to be done to his enemies - neither from his 
friends in this world, nor from God or His angels. 

 

And when, with the Help of Allah, he became victorious, 
he forgave them all except a few who had been guilty of 
absolutely heinous crimes - and from among even such 
when they came under the garment of his pardon, even if 
by trickery - he did not seek to punish them...he won them 
over by his magnanimity and thus peace and the cause of 
peace was furthered as never before in the history of 
mankind. 
 

And so in keeping with this example of his Master, the 
Promised Messiah (as) also came to spread peace...and 
he taught us the ways of peace...to know the true One 
God of this Universe and all that is created in it.. 

 

He taught us that the only way to attain peace is to realize 
that we are all one and that we have to become like our 
One God and be a Mercy for all if we are to attain peace 
on earth. 
 

As I said before it was Muhammad (sa) who attained to 
this high station...this is why Allah, Himself bore witness to 
his being a Mercy for All Mankind.. 
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And We have sent thee not but as a mercy for all peoples. 

[21:108] 
 

This is why the Jama’at that the Promised Messiah (as) 
brought into being is dedicated to spreading the message 
of peace everywhere in the world. 
 

The Promised Messiah said to all that anyone who has the 
least mischief in him does not belong to his community 
and that there is no place in his Jama’at for anyone who is 
not a loyal and sincere well-wisher of the place and 
country where he or she lives...so much so that even if he 
or she is persecuted yet, he must obey the laws of the 
land; and if the persecution becomes unbearable, the only 
route open to him is the one that was adopted by the Holy 
Prophet himself under similar circumstances - abandon his 
homeland and take refuge in some other part of God’s 
earth...where God assures those who will not cause 
disorder on the earth, a refuge and where God would be 
their succour.. 
 

I remember talking with a Professor from Colorado arguing 
with me that this is an objectionable teaching yet it is what 
works the best and minimizes the suffering of 
humanity...by promoting order and not allowing disorder 
under any circumstances.   
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I recall learning in Guatemala the practical advice of 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IV (ra).  This was conveyed to 
me by an astonished Canadian Ahmadi lawyer who was 
present in a meeting that we had arranged in 1991 with 
the indigenous peoples of Guatemala at a time that civil 
war was raging in that country.  What was that remarkable 
advice? It was that when a people are being persecuted 
one should not go and stand in their midst and shout 
slogans in their defense as this will only cause their 
suffering to increase.  Rather one must go and stand by 
the aggressor and try to counsel him and persuade him to 
desist.  These are the principles that if they were followed 
in the world a great deal of the suffering of the masses 
passing through similar situations would be reduced 
immensely. 
 

So in keeping with these teachings, even though the 
members of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community are 
persecuted, and continuously have to live under inhumane 
laws, and suffer barbaric treatment in many parts of the 
world - yet they are told to follow the laws of the land 
where they live and pray sincerely for the welfare and well-
being of their persecutors. 
 

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama’at founded by the Promised 
Messiah (as) - the Most Ardent and Truest of all Lovers of 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sa) - his is the community 
that is headed by his Khalifa, who is devoted totally to 
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spreading peace and doing his utmost to fight any and all 
dangers that that threaten peace anywhere. 

 

So in our own time Hazrat Khalifatul Masih may Allah 
strengthen him with His Mighty Help) has been at the 
forefront of the efforts to reduce the risks of war and 
increase the chances of peace.  He has spoken to the 
Members of Parliament in the UK.   

 

He has addressed the members of Congress in the US 
and just recently he has completed his address to the 
members of the European Parliament...everywhere he has 
gone to tell the people with the reins of government to 
heed his message of peace and to avoid the policies of 
injustice and partiality when it comes to dealing with 
peoples who hail from different parts of the world or are 
poorer and weaker than they - if peace is to have a 
chance to spread.   

 

He has written to the heads of all states wherever he has 
sensed a danger to the peace of the world.  
 

He has written to the Pope as a person of great 
importance and influence to sway the world leaders to 
heed his advice and choose justice and fair dealing among 
nations so that peace can have an environment in which 
to flourish. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, as I said in the beginning, it is only 
with love that we can usher in peace the world over...but 
the love that will conquer all is the love that emanates from 
a love of the true and One God Who created us all and 
without Whose help nothing can be achieved... 

 

This love penetrated every particle of the Promised 
Messiah (as)’s being.  Summarizing this he wrote in one of 
his earliest books - Braheen-e-Ahmadiyya, Part II -  
 

Persian:  
Mera maqsood o matloob o tamanna, kidmatay khalq 
ast; Hameen karam, hameen baram, hameen rasmam, 
hameen raham 

 

My purpose, yearning and heartfelt desire is to serve 
humanity; This is my job, this is my faith, this is my 
habit and this is my way of life. 
 

So it was the Promised Messiah (as)’s ardent teaching to 
all of his followers to always adopt righteousness and 
draw themselves close to God and to pray to him for the 
achievement of all their wishes and desires.. 

 

So it is to these endeavors that the Khalifatul Masih 
continues to draw our attention again and again and again 
and it is to this that I ask us all to turn.. 
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Let us become model righteous servants of God and let us 
turn to Him sincerely and plead with Him for His Help in 
bringing humanity to Him and thus usher in an era of 
everlasting peace. 
 

The Promised Messiah has repeatedly told us that he is 
the one in whom humanity now will find peace.. 

 

In a beautiful poetic verse he tells us that he is the citadel 
of peace and in another revelation from God he is assured 
by God that “He would safeguard all who live in his house” 
meaning that the world will find peace by following and 
practicing and accepting his advice and teachings and 
explanations. 
 

This is the marvelous duty we see our Khalifa discharging 
tirelessly all over the globe.  And it is this duty that we all 
have to discharge also by conveying the truth of Islam to 
all our friends and neighbors and fellow workers and 
colleagues and students.. 

 

I had begun by expressing my amazement at the 
Promised Messiah (as)’s linking of God’s Unity and 
Universality and peace....let me now end by reading out 
his advice to us all and notice how strongly he emphasizes 
the need to spread the Unity of God all over the earth.. 

 

He writes: 
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“You should strive to the utmost of your power to spread 
the idea of His Singleness and Unity all over the earth.  Be 
kind and merciful to humanity, for all are His creatures; do 
not oppress them with your tongue, or hands, or in any 
other way.  Always work for the good of mankind.” [Kashti-
e-Nooh] 
 

In another of his books, Al-Wasiyyat, he writes: 

 

“God Almighty desires to draw all those who live in various 
habitations of the world, be it Europe or Asia, and who 
have a virtuous nature, to the Unity of God and unite His 
servants under one faith.  This indeed is the purpose of 
God for which I have been sent to the world.  You too, 
therefore, should pursue this end, but with kindness, moral 
probity, and fervent prayers..” 

 

If we pay attention to this work, this responsibility, insha-
Allah, we will see peace spread and the whole world 
become a veritable Garden of Eden - a Paradise - which 
really is what the ultimate goal of all Divine guidance is. 

 

May Allah enable us to do so. 
 

Aameen! 
 
 
 


