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Hadrat Maulana Hakeem Noor-ud-Deen ra
First Successor of the Promised Messiah as



Abou t the Au thor

Hadrat al-Haj Maulana Hafiz Hakeem Noor-ud-Deen 
(1841–1914), may Allah be pleased with him, was the first 
Khalifah of the Promised Messiah—Hadrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad as. He was elected to this blessed office unanimously 
by the Community on 27 May 1908, shortly after the demise 
of the Promised Messiah as.

Hadrat Maulana Hakeem Noor-ud-Deen ra was born in 
Bhera, India, and was the 34th direct male descendant of 
Hadrat Umar ibn al-Khattab ra, the second Khalifah of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad sas. He started studying the Holy 
Quran at an early age and travelled far and wide in pursuit of 
knowledge, including Makkah and Madinah. He mastered 
Arabic and Hebrew, Islamic jurisprudence and philosophy, 
commentaries on the Holy Quran, and Persian poetry. In 
addition to his international renown as an Islamic scholar, 
he was an accomplished physician serving as the Royal 
Physician of the Maharaja of Jammu and Kashmir.

Like so many renowned scholars of the time, he immedi-
ately recognised and accepted the Promised Messiah as, who 
wrote the following about him:

Ever since I have been commissioned by Allah the 
Exalted and have been revived by the Ever-Living, 
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the Self-Subsisting One, I have been eager to meet dis-
tinguished helpers of the Faith, with an eagerness greater 
than that of a thirsty one seeking water. I supplicated day 
and night: ‘Lord, I am alone and helpless—who will be 
my helper and my assistant?’ When my hands rose repeat-
edly in supplication, and the atmosphere became charged 
with my prayer, Allah the Exalted hearkened my entreaty 
and the mercy of the Lord of the worlds was roused on my 
behalf and He bestowed upon me a sincere and faithful 
friend who is the very eye of my helpers and is the essence 
of those who are my faithful friends in the cause of the 
Faith. His name—like his shining qualities—is Noor-
ud-Deen [Light of the Faith]. (A’ina-e-Kamalat-e-Islam, 
Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 5, p. 581–582)

His profound insights of the Holy Quran have been compiled into 
a collection entitled Haqa’iq-ul-Furqan. His countless services in 
the cause of Islam Ahmadiyyat include overseeing the compilation 
of the English translation of the Holy Quran, establishing the 
Community’s first foreign mission in the United Kingdom, and 
authoring numerous publications.

A significant aspect of his life was his endless dedication to 
educating the youth. This was accomplished throughout his life, 
often at his own expense. The fruit of these efforts culminated 
in some of the most towering scholarly figures in the history of 
Ahmadiyyat, including: Hadrat Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud 
Ahmad, Khalifatul-Masih II ra; Hadrat Mirza Bashir Ahmad ra; 
Hadrat Mirza Sharif Ahmad ra; Hadrat Mir Muhammad 
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Ishaq ra; Hadrat Hafiz Roshan Ali ra; and Hadrat Sufi Ghulam 
Muhammad ra.

The Promised Messiah as cherished his outstanding character 
and commitment, an expression of which is seen in the following 
Persian couplet:

ی�ن بودے � د نور  زاِمت  یک  � ہر  اگر  بودے  خوش  بودےچہ  ی�ن  یق� � نورِ  از  پُر  دل  ہر  اگر  بودے  ی�ن  ہم� �

How excellent would it be if everyone of the Community were 
a Noor-ud-Deen—

So would it be if every heart were filled with the light of the 
certainty of faith!

Hadrat Khalifatul-Masih I ra passed away in 1914 and was 
succeeded by Hadrat Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad, 
Khalifatul-Masih II ra.





Foreword

 A Primer of Religious Knowledge is a translation of one of 
the earliest books written primarily for children and new 
converts in the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. Hadrat 
Hakimul-Ummah (Sage of the Ummah) Maulana Hafiz 
al-Haj Noor-ud-Deen Khalifatul-Masih Ira wrote this book 
in Urdu, and it was first published in May 1906, during the 
blessed era of the Promised Messiah, peace be upon him.

 One of the significant features of the life of Hadrat 
Hakeem Maulawi Noor-ud-Deen Khalifatul-Masih Ira was 
his dedication to education—particularly religious educa-
tion—of the next generation. Throughout his life, he was 
committed to teaching and education, often at his own 
expense, imparting his invaluable insights. He continued 
this tradition even after becoming Khalifatul-Masih.

The book lays out the method of calling the Adhan, and 
the timings, etiquette, and manners of the five daily Prayers. 
The author also briefly mentions the articles of faith and 
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religion. The book concludes with some shorter chapters of the 
Holy Quran that can be memorised easily for recitation in Salat.

The book was translated by Faizan Mughni and reviewed 
by Waseem Ahmad Sayed. They were further assisted by Abdul-
Quddus Arif, Sabahat Ahmad Cheema, Syed Sajid Ahmad, 
Bushra Shahid, Nasira Naseem, Naser-ud-Din Shams, Mirza 
Abdul-Wahab, and others. Valuable contributions were also made 
by Wakalat-e-Tasnif, Nizarat-e-Isha‘at, and the Research Cell. 
May Allah the Almighty bless and reward all those who took part 
in the preparation and publication of this book. Amin.

Al-Haj Munir-ud-Din Shams 
Additional Wakilut-Tasnif, London 

June 2023
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حِیۡمِ حۡمٰنِ الرَّ ِ الرَّ
ّٰ

بِسۡمِ اللّٰه

یۡمِ رِ
َ
ك

ۡ
یۡ عَلٰی رَسُوۡلِهِ ال

ِّ
صَل

ُ
ہٗ وَن

ُ
حۡمَد

َ
ن

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful
We praise Him and call down blessings upon 

 His Noble Messenger

اَقِمِ الصَّلٰوةَ لِدُلُوْكِ الشَّمْسِ اِلٰى غَسَقِ الَّيْلِ وَ قُرْاٰنَ الْفَجْر١ِؕ اِنَّ قُرْاٰنَ الْفَجْرِ كَانَ مَشْهُوْدًا۰۰ 

اِنَّ الصَّلٰوةَ تَنْهٰى عَنِ الْفَحْشَآءِ وَ الْمُنْكَر١ِؕ وَ لَذِكْرُ اللّٰهِ اَكْبَرُ

Observe Prayer at the declining and paling of the sun on to 
the darkness of the night, and the recitation of the Quran in 
Prayer at dawn. Verily, the recitation of the Quran at dawn 
is specially acceptable to God. (Surah Bani Isra’il, 17:79)

Surely, Prayer restrains one from indecency and mani-
fest evil, and remembrance of Allah indeed is the greatest 
virtue. (Surah al-‘Ankabut, 29:46)

A Primer of  
Religious Knowledge

Profound writing of 

Hadrat Hakimul-Ummah Maulana Maulawi Hafiz al-Haj 
Noor-ud-Deen, Khalifatul-Masih I ra



سۡلِیۡمِ
َّ
لِہٖ مَعَ الت

ٰ
یۡمِ وَا رِ

َ
ی عَلٰی رَسُوۡلِہِ الک

ِّ
صَل

ُ
ہٗ وَن

ُ
حۡمَد

َ
حِيْمِ. ن حْمٰنِ الرَّ ِ الرَّ

ّٰ
بِسْمِ اللّٰه

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful. We praise Him 
and call down peace and blessings upon His Noble Messenger and 
his people.



Salāt
Takbir Tahrimah

[Sacred Proclamation]

بَرُ.
ۡ
 ک

َ
ُ ا للّٰہّٰ

َ
ا

Allahu Akbar— 
Allah is the Greatest.

Thana1
[Glorification]

1.	 The recitation of the following supplication is also established from 
Authentic Ahadith:

ـرِقِ 
ْ

مَش
ْ
ال بَيْـنَ   

َ
ت

ْ
بَاعَـد مَـا 

َ
ك ايَـايَ 

َ
ط

َ
خ وَبَيْـنَ  بَيْنِـيْ   

ْ
بَاعِـد هُـمَّ 

ّٰ
لل

َ
ا

 بْيَـضُ 
َ أ ْ
ـوْبُ الْأ

َّ
ـى الث

َّ
مَـا يُنَق

َ
ايَـايَ ك

َ
ط

َ
نِـيْ مِـنْ خ

ِّ
ق
َ
هُـمَّ ن

ّٰ
لل

َ
ـرِبِ ا

ْ
مَغ

ْ
وَال

بَـرَدِ
ْ
ـجِ وَال

ْ
ل
َّ
ءِ وَالث

ٓ
مَـا

ْ
ايَـايَ بِال

َ
ط

َ
نِيْ مِـنْ خ

ْ
سِـل

ْ
هُـمَّ اغ

ّٰ
لل

َ
ـسِ ا

َ
ن
َّ

مِـنَ الد

Allahumma ba‘id baini wa baina khatayaya kama 
ba‘adta bain-al-mashriqi wal-maghribi, Allahumma 
naqqini min khatayaya kama yunaqq-ath-thaub-ul-ab-
yadu min-ad-danasi, Allahummaghsilni min khatayaya 
bil-ma’i wath-thalji wal-barad.

O Allah, distance my sins from me as You have dis-
tanced the East from the West. O Allah, purify me of 
my sins as a white garment is purified from filth. O 
Allah! Cleanse me of my sins with water, snow and ice. 
(Musnad, al-Imam Abi Ya‘la bin al-Mausiliyy, by Abi 
Ya‘la Ahmad bin Ali bin al-Muthanna al-Mausiliyy, 
vol. 4, p. 507, hadith 6100, published by Darut-Tasil, 
2017)

	 Subsequent supplication in the main text is a narration from Hadrat 
Umar, may Allah be pleased with him (who was among the fore-
most and earliest of the migrant Companions ra).

.
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 .
َ

یۡرُك
َ
 وَ لَاۤ اِلـٰہَ غ

َ
ك

ُّ
عَالیٰ جَد

َ
 وَت

َ
 اسْمُك

َ
بَارَك

َ
 وَت

َ
ھُمَّ وَبِحَمۡدِك

ّٰ
 الل

َ
 سُبۡحٰنَك

Subhanaka Allahumma wa bihamdika wa tabarakasmuka 
wa ta‘ala jadduka wa la ilaha ghairuk—

Holy are You, O Allah, and all praise is Yours; blessed 
is Your name, and exalted is Your state. There is none wor-
thy of worship except You alone.

Ta‘awwudh
[Seeking Refuge]

جِیۡمِ. نِ الرَّ
ٰ
یۡط

َّ
ِ مِنَ الش

ّٰ
 بِاللّٰہ

ُ
عُوۡذ

َ
ا

A‘udhu billahi minash-shaitanir-rajim— 
I seek refuge with Allah from Satan, the accursed.

Tasmiyah
[Pronouncing God’s Name]

حِیۡمِ حۡمٰنِ الرَّ ِ الرَّ
ّٰ

بِسۡمِ اللّٰہ
Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Rahim—

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.
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Surah al-Fatihah
[The Opening Chapter]

حِيْمِ حْمٰنِ الرَّ ِ الرَّ
ّٰ

بِسْمِ اللّٰه

اِيَّاكَ  وَ  نَعْبُدُ  الدِّيْن۰۰ِؕاِيَّاكَ  يَوْمِ  الرَّحِيْم۰۰ِۙمٰلِكِ  الْعٰلَمِيْن۰۰َۙالرَّحْمٰنِ  رَبِّ  لِلّٰهِ  اَلْحَمْدُ 

وَ لَا  نَسْتَعِيْن۰۰ُؕاِهْدِنَا الصِّرَاطَ الْمُسْتَقِيْم۰۰َۙصِرَاطَ الَّذِيْنَ اَنْعَمْتَ عَلَيْهِم١ْۙ غَيْرِ الْمَغْضُوْبِ عَلَيْهِمْ 

مِیۡنَ(
ٰ
الضَّآلِّيْن۰۰َ  )ا

Al-Hamdu lillahi Rabb-il-‘alamin. Ar-Rahmanir-Rahim. 
Maliki yaum-id-din. Iyyaka na‘budu wa iyyaka nasta‘in. 
Ihdinas-sirat-al-mustaqim. Siratalladhina an‘amta ‘alai-
him, ghairil-maghdubi ‘alaihim wa lad-dallin. (Amin)

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful. 
All praise belongs to Allah, Lord of all the worlds, The 

Gracious, the Merciful, Master of the Day of Judgment. 
You alone do we worship and You alone do we implore 
for help. Guide us in the right path—The path of those 
on whom You have bestowed Your blessings, those who 
have not incurred Your displeasure, and those who have 
not gone astray. Amin.
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Surah al-Ikhlas
[Chapter 112 of the Holy Quran]

وَ لَمْ يُوْلَد۰۰ْۙوَ لَمْ  بِسْمِ اللّٰهِ الرَّحْمٰنِ الرَّحِيْم۰۰ِقُلْ هُوَ اللّٰهُ اَحَد۰۰ٌۚاَللّٰهُ الصَّمَد۰۰ُۚلَمْ يَلِد١ْۙ۬ 

يَكُنْ لَّهٗ كُفُوًا اَحَد۰۰ٌ

Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Rahim. Qul huwallahu Ahad. 
Allah-us-Samad. Lam yalid, wa lam yulad. Wa lam yakul-
lahu kufuwan ahad—

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful. 
Say, ‘He is Allah, the One; Allah, the Independent and 
Besought of all. He begets not, nor is He begotten; And 
there is none like unto Him.’

Takbir
[Proclaiming God’s Greatness]

بَرُ.
ۡ
ک

َ
ُ ا للّٰہّٰ

َ
ا

Allahu Akbar— 
Allah is the Greatest.
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Tasbih of Ruku‘
[Extolling God’s Holiness while Bowing ]

عَظِیۡم.
ۡ
یَ ال بِّ  رَ

َ
سُبۡحَان

Subhana Rabbiyal-‘Azim—
Holy is my Lord, the Most Great.

Or

فِرۡلِیۡ.
ۡ
ھُمَّ اغ

ّٰ
لل

َ
 ا

َ
نَا وَبِحَمۡدِك بَّ ھُمَّ رَ

ّٰ
1الل

َ
 سُبۡحٰنَك

Subhanak-Allahumma Rabbana wa bihamdika 
Allahummaghfirli—

Holy are You, O Allah, our Lord and all praise is Yours; 
O Allah, forgive me.

1.	 After the revelation of Surah an-Nasr [Chapter 110 of the Holy Quran] 
the Holy Prophet sas used to recite this second Tasbih.
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Tasmi‘
[Extolling the Praise of Allah]

ہٗ
َ

ُ لِمَنْ حَمِد  سَمِعَ اللّٰہّٰ
Sami-‘Allahu liman hamidah—

Allah hears him who praises Him.

Tahmid
[Praising ]

1 ُ
حَمْد

ْ
 ال

َ
ك

َ
نَا ل بَّ رَ

Rabbana lakal-hamd—
Our Lord, Yours is the praise.

Or
ُ

حَمْد
ْ
 ال

َ
ك

َ
نَا وَل بَّ رَ

Rabbana wa lakal-hamd—
Our Lord, and Yours is the praise.

1.	 Reciting the following [expression] after this is also proven from the 
Authentic Ahadith:

ا فِيْهِ
ً
بًا مُبَارَك يِّ

َ
ثِيْرًا ط

َ
ا ك

ً
 حَمْد

[Hamdan kathiran tayyiban mubarakan fih—
Praise that is abundant, pure, and full of blessings.]

[See Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitabul-Adhan, Babu Fadhli Allahumma Rabbana 
Laka al-Hamd Hadith 799]
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Tasbih of Sajdah1
[Extolling God’s Holiness while Prostrating ]

عۡلٰی.
َ ۡ
یَ الۡا بِّ  رَ

َ
سُبۡحَان

Subhana Rabbiyal-A‘la—
Holy is my Lord, the Most Exalted.

Or
فِرۡلِیۡ.

ۡ
ھُمَّ اغ

ّٰ
لل

َ
 ا

َ
نَا وَ بِحَمۡدِك بَّ ھُمَّ رَ

ّٰ
 الل

َ
ك

َ
سُبۡحَان

Subhanak-Allahumma Rabbana wa bi hamdika 
Allahummaghfirli—

Holy are You, O Allah, our Lord and all praise is Yours; 
O Allah, forgive me.

Takbir
[Proclaiming God’s Greatness]

بَرُ.
ۡ
ک

َ
ُ ا للّٰہّٰ

َ
ا

Allahu Akbar— 
Allah is the Greatest.

1.	 Before going to sajdah, there is a takbir: Allahu Akbar—Allah is the 
Greatest. [Publisher]
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Tashahhud
[Bearing Witness]

ِ وَ 
ّٰ

 اللّٰہ
ُ
بِیُّ وَرَحۡمَۃ ھَا النَّ یُّ

َ
 ا

َ
یۡك

َ
مُ عَل

َ
لَا لسَّ

َ
 ا

ُ
بَات یِّ

َّ
 وَالط

ُ
وَات

َ
ل ِ وَالصَّ

ّٰ
 لِِلّٰہ

ُ
ات حِیَّ لتَّ

َ
ا

 ُ  اللّٰہّٰ
َّ

 اِلـٰہَ اِلَّا
ٓ َّ
 لَّا

ۡ
ن

َ
 ا

ُ
ھَد

ۡ
ش

َ
الِحِیۡنَ۔ ا ِ الصَّ

ّٰ
یۡنَا وَ عَلٰی عِبَادِ اللّٰہ

َ
مُ عَل

َ
لَا لسَّ

َ
ہٗ ا

ُ
ات

َ
بَرَک

ـہٗ.1
ُ
ہٗ وَ رَسُوۡل

ُ
ا عَبۡد

ً
د  مُحَمَّ

َّ
ن

َ
 ا

ُ
ھَد

ۡ
ش

َ
وَ ا

At-tahiyyatu lillahi, was-Salawatu wat-tayyibatu as-sal-
amu ‘alaika ayyuhan-Nabiyyu wa rahmat-ullahi wa bar-
akatuhu; as-salamu ‘alaina wa ‘ala ‘ibadillahis-salihin; ash-
hadu alla ilaha illAllahu wa ash-hadu anna Muhammadan 
‘abduhu wa Rasuluh.

All salutations are due to Allah and all Prayers and all 
things pure. Peace be upon you, O Prophet, and the mercy 
of Allah and His Blessings; and peace be upon us and on 
all righteous servants of Allah. I bear witness that there is 
none worthy of worship except Allah, and I bear witness 
that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger.

1.	 After this, by standing up and saying Allahu Akbar the second rak‘at 
should be offered in the same way. Then, when one reaches this same 
point, one should recite the prayers set out next in order to complete 
the Salat. In the third and fourth rak‘at, only Surah al-Fatihah is recited 
before Ruku‘.
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Durud Sharif [Salat ‘alan-Nabiyy]
[Praying for Blessings on the Holy Prophet]

ى 
ۤ
ى اِبۡرَاھِیۡمَ وَعَلٰ

ۤ
یۡتَ عَلٰ

َّ
مَا صَل

َ
دٍ ک لِ مُحَمَّ

ٰ
ى ا

ۤ
دٍ وَعَلٰ  عَلٰى مُحَمَّ

ِّ
ھُمَّ صَل

ّٰ
لل

َ
ا

دٍ  لِ مُحَمَّ
ٰ
ى ا

ۤ
دٍ وَعَلٰ  عَلٰى مُحَمَّ

ۡ
ھُمَّ بَارِك

ّٰ
لل

َ
۔ ا

ٌ
جِیۡد  مَّ

ٌ
 حَمِیۡد

َ
ك

َّ
لِ اِبۡرَاھِیۡمَ اِن

ٰ
ا

.
ٌ

جِیۡد  مَّ
ٌ

 حَمِیۡد
َ

ك
َّ
لِ اِبۡرَاھِیۡمَ اِن

ٰ
ى ا

ۤ
ى اِبۡرَاھِیۡمَ وَعَلٰ

ۤ
تَ عَلٰ

ۡ
مَا بَارَک

َ
ک

Allahumma salli ‘ala Muhammadin wa ‘ala ali 
Muhammadin, kama sallaita ‘ala Ibrahima wa ‘ala ali 
Ibrahima innaka Hamidum-Majid. Allahumma barik ‘ala 
Muhammadin wa ‘ala ali Muhammadin, kama barakta ‘ala 
Ibrahima, wa ‘ala ali Ibrahima innaka Hamidum-Majid.

O Allah, bless Muhammad and the people of 
Muhammad, as You did bless Abraham and the peo-
ple of Abraham. You are indeed the Praiseworthy, the 
Glorious. O Allah, prosper Muhammad and the people 
of Muhammad, as You did prosper Abraham and the 
people of Abraham. You are indeed the Praiseworthy, the 
Glorious.
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Supplications
[After Durud]

First—

ارِ ابَ النَّ
َ

قِنَا عَذ  وَّ
ً
خِرَۃِ حَسَنَۃ

ٰ ۡ
 وَّ فِی الۡا

ً
یَا حَسَنَة

ۡ
ن

ُّ
تِنَا فِی الد

ٰ
 ا

ٓ
نَا بَّ  رَ

Rabbana atina fid-dunya hasanatan wa fil-akhirati hasan-
atan wa qina ‘adhab-an-nar.

Our Lord, grant us good in this world as well as good 
in the world to come, and protect us from the torment of 
the Fire.

Second—

فِرۡلِیۡ 
ۡ
نَا اغ بَّ ءِ. رَ  دُعَآ

ۡ
ل بَّ

َ
ق
َ
نَا وَت بَّ تِیۡ رَ یَّ رِّ

ُ
لٰوۃِ وَمِنۡ ذ نِیۡ مُقِیۡمَ الصَّ

ۡ
رَبِّ اجۡعَل

حِسَابُ.
ۡ
وۡمُ ال

ُ
مِنِیۡنَ یَوۡمَ یَق

ۡ
مُؤ

ۡ
یَّ وَلِل

َ
وَلِوَالِد

Rabbij‘alni muqimas-Salati wa min dhurriyyati. Rabbana 
wa taqabbal du‘a’. Rabbanaghfirli wa liwalidayya wa lil-
mu’minina yauma yaqum-ul-hisab.

My Lord, make me observe Prayer, and my children 
too. Our Lord! bestow Your grace on me and accept my 
prayer. Our Lord, grant forgiveness to me and to my par-
ents and to the believers on the day when the reckoning 
will take place.
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Third—

سَلِ 
َ
لك

ۡ
وَا عَجۡزِ 

ۡ
ال مِنَ   

َ
 بِك

ُ
عُوۡذ

َ
ا وَ  حَزَنِ 

ۡ
وَال ھَمِّ 

ۡ
ال مِنَ   

َ
 بِك

ُ
عُوۡذ

َ
ا یۡ 

ِّ
اِن ھُمَّ 

ّٰ
لل

َ
ا  

جَالِ.  ھۡرِ الرِّ
َ
یۡنِ وَ ق

َّ
 الد

ِ
ع

َ
 مِنۡ ضَل

َ
 بِك

ُ
عُوۡذ

َ
لِ وَا

ۡ
بُخ

ۡ
جُبۡنِ وَال

ۡ
 مِنَ ال

َ
 بِك

ُ
عُوۡذ

َ
وَا

1.
َ

نۡ سِوَاك  عَمَّ
َ

ضۡلِك
َ
غنِنِیۡ بِف

َ
 وَا

َ
 عَنۡ حَرَامِك

َ
لِك

َ
فِنِیۡ بِحَلَا

ۡ
ک ھُمَّ ا

ّٰ
لل

َ
ا

Allahumma inni a‘udhu bika min-al-hammi wal-hazani, 
wa a‘udhu bika minal-‘ajzi wal-kasali, wa a‘udhu bika min 
Dala‘id-daini wa Qahrir-Rijal. Allahumm-akfini bihala-
lika ‘an haramika, wa aghnini bi-fadlika ‘amman siwaka.

O Allah, I seek Your protection against problems and 
anxieties, and I seek Your protection against helplessness 
and idleness, and I seek Your protection against indebted-
ness and the tyranny of people. O Allah! Grant me enough 

1.	 This [following] prayer is also established from ahadith:

 
َ

 بِك
ُ
عُوْذ

َ
الِ وَأ جَّ

َّ
مَسِيْحِ الد

ْ
 مِنْ فِتْنَةِ ال

َ
 بِك

ُ
عُوْذ

َ
بْرِ وَأ

َ
ق
ْ
ابِ ال

َ
 مِنْ عَذ

َ
 بِك

ُ
عُوْذ

َ
يْ أ

ِّ
هُمَّ إِن

ّٰ
لل

َ
ا

رَمِ
ْ
مَغ

ْ
مِ وَال

َ
ث
ْ
مَأ

ْ
 مِنَ ال

َ
 بِك

ُ
عُوْذ

َ
يْ أ

ِّ
هُمَّ إِن

ّٰ
لل

َ
مَمَاتِ ا

ْ
مَحْيَا وَفِتْنَةِ ال

ْ
مِنْ فِتْنَةِ ال

Allahumma inni a‘udhubika min ‘adhabil-qabri wa a‘udhu 
bika min fitnat-il-Masih-id-Dajjal, wa a‘udhu bika min fit-
nat-il-mahya wa fitnat-il-mamat. Allahumma inni a‘udhu 
bika min-al-ma’thami wal-maghrami—

O Allah, I seek Your protection from the punishment of 
the grave, and I seek Your protection against the mischief 
of the Dajjal [Antichrist], and I seek refuge with You from 
the afflictions of life and death. O Allah, I seek Your pro-
tection from sins and from being in debt.

[See Sahih al-Bukhari, Kitab-ul-Adhan, Bab-ud-Du‘a, 
Qablas-Salam, Hadith 832]
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of what You make lawful so that I may dispense with what 
You make unlawful, and enable me by Your grace to dis-
pense with all but You.

Salam
[Salutation]

. ِ
ّٰ

 اللّٰہ
ُ
مۡ وَرَحۡمَۃ

ُ
یۡک

َ
مُ عَل

َ
لَا لسَّ

َ
ا

Assalamu ‘alaikum wa rahmatullah.
Peace be upon you and the mercy of Allah.

Du‘a’-ul-Qunut
[Prayer of Invocation]

 
َ

یۡك
َ
نِیۡ عَل

ۡ
ث
ُ
 وَن

َ
یۡك

َ
 عَل

ُ
ل

َّ
تَوَك

َ
 وَن

َ
مِنُ بِك

ۡ
ؤ

ُ
 وَن

َ
فِرُك

ۡ
سۡتَغ

َ
 وَن

َ
سۡتَعِیۡنُك

َ
ا ن

َّ
ھُمَّ اِن

ّٰ
لل

َ
ا

 
ُ

عۡبُد
َ
 ن

َ
اك ھُمَّ اِیَّ

ّٰ
لل

َ
۔ ا

َ
جُرُك

ۡ
ف  مَنۡ یَّ

ُ
تۡرُك

َ
عُ وَن

َ
ل

َ
خ

َ
 وَن

َ
رُك

ُ
ف

ۡ
ک

َ
 ن

َ
 وَلَا

َ
رُك

ُ
ک

ۡ
ش

َ
یۡرَ وَن

َ
خ

ۡ
ال

ی 
ٰ

ش
ۡ

خ
َ
 وَن

َ
رۡجُوۡ رَحۡمَتَك

َ
 وَ ن

ُ
حۡفِد

َ
سۡعٰی وَ ن

َ
 ن

َ
یۡك

َ
 وَاِل

ُ
سۡجُد

َ
یۡ وَن

ِّ
صَل

ُ
 ن

َ
ك

َ
وَل

.
ٌ

حِق
ۡ
ارِ مُل

َّ
ف

ُ
ك

ۡ
 بِال

َ
ابَك

َ
 عَذ

َّ
 اِن

َ
ابَك

َ
عَذ

Allahumma inna nasta‘inuka wa nastaghfiruka, wa 
nu‘minu bika wa natawakkalu ‘alaika, wa nuthni 
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‘alaikal-khair, wa nashkuruka wa la nakfuruka, wa nakh-
la‘u wa natruku man-yafjuruk. Allahumma iyyaka na‘budu 
wa laka nusalli wa nasjudu, wa ilaika nas‘a wa nahfidu, wa 
narju rahmataka, wa nakhsha ‘adhabaka, Inna ‘adhabaka 
bil-kuffari mulhiq.

O Allah, we beseech Your help and ask Your protec-
tion and believe in You and trust in You and we praise 
You in the best manner and we thank You and we are not 
ungrateful to You, and we cast off and forsake him who 
disobeys You. O Allah! You alone do we serve and to You 
alone do we pray and make obeisance and to You we flee, 
and we are quick and we hope for Your mercy and we fear 
Your chastisement, for surely Your chastisement overtakes 
the unbelievers.

یۡتَ 
َّ
وَل

َ
نِیۡ فِیۡ مَنۡ ت

َّ
وَل

َ
یۡتَ وَت

َ
یۡتَ وَعَافِنِیۡ فِیۡ مَنۡ عَاف

َ
ھُمَّ اھۡدِنِیۡ فِیۡ مَنۡ ھَد

ّٰ
لل

َ
ا

ضٰی 
ۡ
یُق  

َ
وَلَا ضِیۡ 

ۡ
ق
َ
ت  

َ
ك

َّ
اِن

َ
ف ضَیۡتَ 

َ
ق مَا  رَّ 

َ
وَقِنِیۡ ش یۡتَ 

َ
عۡط

َ
ا مَا  فِیۡ  لِیۡ   

ۡ
وَبَارِك

نَا  بَّ رَ تَ 
ۡ
بَارَك

َ
ت عَادَیۡتَ  مَنۡ  یَعِزُّ   

َ
ہٗ لَا

َّ
وَاِن یۡتَ 

َ
ال وَّ مَنۡ   

ُّ
یَذِل  

َ
ـہٗ لَا

َّ
اِن وَ   

َ
یۡك

َ
عَل

. بِیِّ ی النَّ
َ
ُ عَل ی اللّٰہّٰ

َّ
یۡتَ وَصَل

َ
عَال

َ
وَت

Allahummahdini fi man hadaita wa ‘afini fi man ‘afaita 
wa tawallani fi man tawallaita wa barikli fi ma a‘taita wa 
qini sharra ma qadaita fa innaka taqdi wa la yuqda ‘alaika 
wa innahu la yadhillu man walaita wa innahu la ya‘izzu 
man ‘adaita tabarakta Rabbana wa ta‘alaita wa sallAllahu 
‘alan-Nabiyyi.
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O Allah, guide me with those whom You have guided, 
and safeguard me with those You have safeguarded, and 
strengthen me with those whom you have given strength. 
And bless me in what You have given me. And protect 
me from the evil You have created. Surely, You command 
and are not commanded, and none who have befriended 
You can be humiliated, and none who have transgressed 
against You can be honoured. You are blessed our Lord, 
and Exalted, and the blessings of Allah be upon the Holy 
Prophet sas.

Supplications—After the Fard Rak‘at

رَامِ.
ۡ
ك ِ

ۡ
لِ وَالۡا

َ
جَلَا

ۡ
ال

َ
تَ یَا ذ

ۡ
بَارَك

َ
مُ ت

َ
لَا  السَّ

َ
مُ وَمِنۡك

َ
لَا تَ السَّ

ۡ
ن
َ
ھُمَّ ا

ّٰ
لل

َ
ا

Allahumma antas-Salamu wa minkas-salamu, tabarakta 
ya Dhal-Jalali wal-Ikram.

O Allah! You are (the embodiment of ) Peace. And 
true peace comes from You. Blessed are You, O Lord of 
Majesty and Bounty.

.
َ

 وَحُسۡنِ عِبَادَتِك
َ

رِك
ۡ
ك

ُ
 وَش

َ
رِك

ۡ
یۡ عَلٰی ذِك عِنِّ

َ
ھُمَّ ا

ّٰ
لل

َ
ا

Allahumma a‘inni ‘ala dhikrika wa shukrika wa husni 
‘ibadatika.

O Allah, help me so that I can properly perform Your 
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remembrance and Your thanksgiving, and that I may wor-
ship You in the best possible manner.

. َ فِرُ اللّٰہّٰ
ۡ
سۡتَغ

َ
. ا َ فِرُ اللّٰہّٰ

ۡ
سۡتَغ

َ
. ا َ فِرُ اللّٰہّٰ

ۡ
سۡتَغ

َ
ا

Astaghfirullaha astaghfirullaha astaghfirullaha.
I seek forgiveness from Allah. I seek forgiveness from 

Allah. I seek forgiveness from Allah.





�anner
of

�erforming Ablution

Wudu—When you are about to perform ablution, you 
should first recite ِ

ّٰ
 .[Bismillah—In the name of Allah] بِسْمِ اللّٰہ

Then wash both hands to the wrists. Then pour water into 
the mouth with your right hand, and cleanse your teeth by 
swishing water. You should rinse your mouth three times, 
and by pouring water into the nostrils cleanse the nose thor-
oughly. Then wash the face by pouring water on it three 
times. Then wash the arms up to the elbows three times 
each, first the right, then the left. Then, using fresh water, 
pass your hands over the head and ears once. At the very end, 
wash both feet up to the ankles three times each, the right 
foot first, followed by the left.

Tayammum—Symbolic Ablution—If water is not 
available, or there is fear of physical or financial distress, 
then you should perform tayammum instead, after declaring 
in your heart the intent to do so. This will be in place of both 
Wudū and taking a bath. Its method is as follows: First by 
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patting both hands on clean dust or on a surface with dust, rub 
the hands over your face once. Then the second time by patting 
hands on dust or on a surface with dust, rub both forearms up to 
the elbows.1

And then, after Wudū or tayammum, recite this:

ہٗ.
ُ
ہٗ وَرَسُوۡل

ُ
ا عَبۡد

ً
د  مُحَمَّ

َّ
ن

َ
 ا

ُ
ھَد

ۡ
ش

َ
ہٗ وَا

َ
 ل

َ
یۡك رِ

َ
 ش

َ
ہٗ لَا

َ
ُ وَحۡد  اللّٰہّٰ

َّ
 اِلہَٰ اِلَّا

ٓ َّ
 لَّا

ۡ
ن

َ
 ا

ُ
ھَد

ۡ
ش

َ
ا

Ashhadu al-lailaha illAllahu wahdahu la sharika lahu; wa 
ashhadu anna Muhammadan ‘abduhu wa Rasuluhu.

I bear witness that there is no one worthy of worship 
except Allah. He is One and has no partner. And I bear 
witness that Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger.

In a hadith [see Jami‘ Tirmidhi, Abwab al-Taharat, Hadith 55], it is 
reported to also recite the following thereafter. 

يْنَ. رِ هِّ
َ
مُتَط

ْ
نِيْ مِنَ ال

ْ
ابِيْنَ وَاجْعَل وَّ نِيْ مِنَ التَّ

ْ
هُمَّ اجْعَل

ّٰ
لل

َ
ا

Allahummaj‘alni minattawwabina waj‘alni 
minal-mutatahhirin.

O Allah, make me of those who seek forgiveness and 
make me of those who are cleansed.

1.	 It has been established from authentic ahadith [Sahih Bukhari, Kitab-
al-Tayammum, Bab al-Mutayammamu, hal Yanfukhu fi-hima, Hadith 
338] that after patting hands once on the ground [and] then doing ma-
sah [passing hands through/over] of the face and both the hands to the 
wrists is also permissible.



Adhān
At all five times of Salat, Adhan [the Call to Prayer] is raised 
from the mosque. The person raising the Adhan is called a 
mu’adhdhin. The mu’adhdhin should face towards the Qiblah 
and put his index fingers in the ears and call out with a loud 
voice. 

بَرُ
ْ
ك

َ
ُ أ للّٰہّٰ

َ
بَرُ، ا

ْ
ك

َ
ُ أ للّٰہّٰ

َ
بَرُ، ا

ْ
ك

َ
ُ أ للّٰہّٰ

َ
بَرُ، ا

ْ
ك

َ
ُ أ للّٰہّٰ

َ
 ا

Allahu Akbar. Allahu Akbar. Allahu Akbar. Allahu 
Akbar.

Allah is the Greatest. Allah is the Greatest. Allah 
is the Greatest. Allah is the Greatest.

1، ُ  اللّٰہّٰ
َّ

هَ إِلَّا
َ
 إِل

ۤ َّ
 لَّا

ْ
ن

َ
 أ

ُ
ھَد

ْ
ش

َ
، أ ُ  اللّٰہّٰ

َّ
 اِلہَٰ إِلَّا

ۤ َّ
 لَّا

ْ
ن

َ
 أ

ُ
ھَد

ْ
ش

َ
أ

Ashhadu alla ilaha illAllah
Ashhadu alla ilaha illAllah.

I bear witness that there is no one worthy of worship 
except Allah. I bear witness that there is no one wor-
thy of worship except Allah.

1.	 It is also proven from authentic ahadith (See Sunan Ibn Majah, 
Kitab-ul-Adhan, was-Sunnah fihi Bab al-Tarji‘, fi al-Adhan, Hadith 
709) that both the Shahadahs may be repeated after reciting once.
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 ، ِ
ّٰ

 اللّٰہ
ُ

سُوْل ا رَّ
ً

د  مُحَمَّ
َّ

ن
َ
 أ

ُ
ھَد

ْ
ش

َ
، أ ِ

ّٰ
 اللّٰہ

ُ
سُوْل ا رَّ

ً
د  مُحَمَّ

َّ
ن

َ
 أ

ُ
ھَد

ْ
ش

َ
أ

Ashhadu anna Muhammad-ar-Rasulullah.
Ashhadu anna Muhammad-ar-Rasulullah.

I bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of 
Allah. I bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of 
Allah.

Then after turning his face to the right, he should call out:

لٰوۃِ،  ی الصَّ
َ
لٰوۃِ، حَيَّ عَل ی الصَّ

َ
حَيَّ عَل

Hayya ‘alas-Salah. Hayya ‘alas-Salah.
Come to Prayer. Come to Prayer.

Then after turning his face to the left, he should call out:

حِ،
َ

لَا
َ
ف
ْ
ى ال

َ
حِ، حَيَّ عَل

َ
لَا

َ
ف
ْ
ى ال

َ
حَيَّ عَل

Hayya ‘alal-falah. Hayya ‘alal-falah.
Come to success. Come to success.

Then again, turning his face towards the Qiblah, he should call 
out:

بَرُ.
ْ
ك

َ
لُله أ

َ
بَرُ. ا

ْ
ك

َ
لُله أ

َ
ا

Allahu Akbar. Allahu Akbar.
Allah is the Greatest. Allah is the Greatest.
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. ُ  اللّٰہّٰ
َّ

 اِلـٰہَ اِلَّا
ۤ َ
لَا

La ilaha illAllah.
There is no one worthy of worship except Allah.

In the morning Salat, after ِح
َ

ـلَا
َ
ف
ۡ
ال ی 

َ
عَل  Hayya ‘alal-falah he—حَیَّ 

should call out twice:

وْمِ. نَ النَّ یْرٌ مِّ
َ

 خ
ُ
لٰوۃ لصَّ

َ
ا

As-Salatu khairum-minan-naum.
Prayer is better than sleep.

Even if Salat is to be offered in congregation somewhere other 
than a mosque, the Adhan should first be called out.

When Adhan is being called out, you should leave off any 
playing of games or sport and everyday affairs and conversations, 
and listen carefully to the words of the one calling the Adhan, and 
you should gently recite the same words after him, but when he 
says ِلٰوۃ الصَّ ی 

َ
عَل حِ  Hayya ‘alas-Salah and—حَيَّ 

َ
ـلَا

َ
ف
ۡ
ال ی 

َ
عَل  Hayya—حَیَّ 

‘alal-falah, then you should say:

. ِ
ّٰ

 بِاللّٰہ
َّ

 اِلَّا
َ
ۃ ـوَّ

ُ
 ق

َ
 وَلَا

َ
 حَوۡل

َ
لَا

La haula wa la quwwata illah billah.
There is no power nor strength except from Allah.
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After the Adhan has been called out, recite this prayer.

ہٗ 
ُ

عَبۡد ا 
ً

د مُحَمَّ  
َّ

ن
َ
ا  

ُ
ھَد

ۡ
ش

َ
وَا ـہٗ 

َ
ل  

َ
یۡك رِ

َ
ش  

َ
لَا ہٗ 

َ
وَحۡد  ُ اللّٰہّٰ  

َّ
اِلَّا اِلہَٰ   

ۤ َّ
لَّا  

ۡ
ن

َ
ا  

ُ
ھَد

ۡ
ش

َ
ا

 
َ

ك
َّ
اِن مۡ 

ِّ
وَسَل  

ۡ
وَبَارِك دٍ  لِ مُحَمَّ

ٰ
ا عَلٰٓی  دٍ وَّ   عَلٰی مُحَمَّ

ِّ
ھُمَّ صَل

ّٰ
لل

َ
ا ـہٗ۔ 

ُ
رَسُوۡل وَ 

.
ٌ

جِیۡد  مَّ
ٌ

حَمِیۡد

Ashhadu alla Ilaha illAllahu wahdahu la sharika 
lahu; wa ashhadu anna Muhammadan ‘abduhu wa 
Rasuluhu. Allahumma salli ‘ala Muhammadin wa 
‘ala ali Muhammadin, wa barik wasallim innaka 
Hamid-um-Majid.

I bear witness that there is no one worthy of wor-
ship except Allah. He is One and has no partner. And I 
bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and His 
Messenger. O Allah, bless, prosper and send down peace 
upon Muhammad and the people of Muhammad. You are 
indeed the Praiseworthy, the Glorious.

 
َ
ۃ

َ
وَسِیۡل

ۡ
ل
۟
ا اِۨ 

َ
د مُحَمَّ تِ 

ٰ
ا آئِمَۃِ 

َ
ق
ۡ
ال لٰوۃِ  الصَّ وَ  ۃِ  آمَّ التَّ عۡوَۃِ 

َّ
الد ھٰذِہِ  رَبَّ  ھُمَّ 

ّٰ
لل

َ
ا

 
َ

لَا  
َ

ك
َّ
اِن ـہٗ 

َّ
ت

ۡ
وَعَد ذِیۡ 

َّ
ال حۡمُوۡدَاِۨ  مَّ امًا 

َ
مَق ہُ 

ۡ
وَابۡعَث  

َ
فِیۡعَۃ الرَّ  

َ
رَجَۃ

َّ
وَالد  

َ
ۃ
َ
ضِیْل

َ
ف
ْ
وَال

مِیۡعَادَ.
ۡ
 ال

ُ
لِف

ۡ
خ

ُ
ت

Allahumma Rabba hadhihid-da‘watit-tammati was -Salat-
il-qa’imati, ati Muhammadan-il-wasilata wal-fadilata 
wad-darajat-ar-rafi‘ata, wab‘ath-hu maqamam-mahmu-
dan-illadhi wa‘adttahu innaka la tukhlif-ul-mi‘ad.

O Allah, Lord of this Perfect Call, and of the 
Congregational Prayer, make Muhammad a means of our 
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access to You, and bless him with excellence and the lofty 
office, and grant him the most exalted station You have 
promised him. Verily, You do not go back on Your promise.

Then offer Prayer with the congregation.
It is permissible for girls and women to offer Prayer at home 

and offer it in congregation.





�imings of 

Salāt

Time of Fajr

Morning Salat is from the crack of dawn to the time of sun-
rise, and in it, first offer two rak‘at1 of Sunnah2 and then two 
rak‘at of Fard [Obligatory].

Time of Zuhr

Afternoon Salat is from after noon [after the start of declin-
ing of the sun] to the time when the shadow of everything 

1.	 Rak‘at: One complete unit within Prayer, consisting of a number 
of different postures of the body with corresponding prescribed 
prayers, words of glorification and of praise of God. Plural is: 
rak‘at. [Publisher]

2.	 Sunnah: One of the types or categories of Prayer; less compul-
sory than a Fard (Obligatory) Prayer, but more so than a Nafl 
(Supererogatory) one. [Publisher]

.
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becomes equal to its length. In this [Salat] first there are four rak‘at 
of Sunnah and then four rak‘at of Fard. Then, offer two rak‘at of 
Sunnah, or four [by splitting them] into two and two.

Time of ‘Asr

Late afternoon Salat is from after the expiry of the time for the 
Zuhr Salat till really the time when the sun starts to become yel-
low. Offering the ‘Asr Salat when the sun has started to turn yel-
low is deplored by the Shariah so much that it has not refrained 
even from referring to such a lazy person as a hypocrite. And if 
necessary the time to offer this Prayer lasts till the setting of the 
sun. It comprises of four rak‘at of Fard and after this no Salat is 
permissible till Maghrib [evening Salat]. But if you offer four 
rak‘at of Sunnah before the four rak‘at of Fard of ‘Asr then this is a 
very noble deed and a way of earning Paradise.
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Time of Maghrib

Evening Salat is after the setting of the sun. In this Salat there are 
three rak‘at of Fard and two rak‘at of Sunnah. The last time of 
Maghrib is till the end of shafaq—evening twilight.

Shafaq also refers to the redness that appears from the west 
after the setting of the sun,1 and it is also understood from the 
lexicons of the Arabic language that shafaq refers to the whiteness 
that can be seen from the west long after sunset.

Time of ‘Isha’

Night Salat starts from the end of evening twilight. Muhaddithin 
[Hadith scholars] believe that the time for ‘Isha Prayer lasts till 
midnight and according to some Fuqaha [scholars of in Islamic 
jurisprudence] it is till dawn. It comprises of four rak‘at of Fard 
and after this there are either two rak‘at of Sunnah or four Sunnah 
that can be offered as a set of two rak‘at of Sunnah twice. And after 
these Witr2 are performed that most probably are three rak‘at; 

1.	 This meaning is proved to be from Hadrat ibn Umar ra.
2.	 Witr literally means odd. One of the types or categories of Prayer; less 

compulsory than a Fard (Obligatory) Prayer, but more so than Sunnah 
and Nafl. There are three rak‘at in this Prayer. It is offered after the ‘Isha 
Prayer. [Publisher] 
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these can be offered as three rak‘at together, or if desired, one can 
also offer two rak‘at and then one rak‘at separately. After the Witr 
one should offer two rak‘at Salat while sitting and after saying 
salam, should recite the following, twice in a gentle voice and the 
third time in a slightly loud voice:

وۡس.
ُّ

د
ُ
ق
ۡ
مَلِكِ ال

ۡ
 ال

َ
سُبۡحَان

Subhan-al-Malik-il-Quddus.
Holy is the Sovereign Lord, who is free from every 

imperfection.



�e �ay

 �o �ffer Salāt
For Salat, the body, the clothes, and the place to offer the 
Salat should be clean. The body should be covered: For men, 
from the navel to the knees, and no part of a woman’s body 
should be without clothes, except for the face, hands, and feet.

The Holy Prophet, peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him, always used to offer the Fard rak‘at of the Salat in con-
gregation. This is why every Muslim should try to follow his 
example and offer Salat in congregation. For congregational 
Salat, Adhan is called out first and then, when the people have 
gathered to offer the Salat, the muadhdhin [the one who calls 
out the Adhan] or someone else with his permission, should 
stand behind the Imam in the first row, and while facing the 
Qiblah and without placing his hands on the ears, should 
say the Iqamat1. He should say the words of the Adhan, but 
a bit quicker and after saying ِح َ

لَا
َ
ف
ْ
ال ی 

َ
عَل  [hayya ‘alal-falah] حَیَّ 

‘Come to success’, he should say twice ِلٰوۃ امَتِ الصَّ
َ
 ق

ْ
د

َ
-Qad qam] ق

atis-Salah]—‘Salat is starting’, and then continue to say the 
remaining words of the Adhan.

1.	 Iqamat also Iqamah: A shortened version of the Adhan, which is 
recited loudly to indicate that a congregational Prayer is about to 
start—also referred to as Takbir. [Publisher]

.
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While the Takbir [another name for Iqamat] is being said, 
the imam [one leading the Salat] should be standing at his [pre-
scribed] place and the followers [those offering the Salat behind 
him] should straighten their lines and stand solidly close together. 
No one should be out of line, ahead or behind. Then the imam and 
the followers, while facing towards the Qiblah, should raise both 
hands and say, ُبَر

ۡ
 ک

َ
ُ ا للّٰہّٰ

َ
 Allah is the Greatest.’ But‘—[Allahu Akbar] ا

the imam should say ُبَر
ۡ
ک  

َ
ا  ُ للّٰہّٰ

َ
 first and the followers should say it ا

after him, and then fold their hands. For folding of the hands, it 
is established from the ahadith that hands may be folded on the 
chest and also the hands may be folded below the navel by putting 
the right hand upon the left (some Muslims also offer Salat with 
the hands left unfolded).1 Then everyone should recite Thana qui-
etly. Then Ta‘awwudh and Tasmiyah should be recited and after 
it, the whole of Surah al-Fatihah should be recited. Then amin 
should be said. After this the imam should recite some short or 
long Surah after Surah al-Fatihah. In the whole Salat of Zuhr and 
‘Asr, and in the third rak‘at of Maghrib, and in the last two rak‘at 
of ‘Isha, everything should be recited quietly. And in the two 
Fard rak‘at of the [morning] Fajr Prayer and in the evening and 
‘Isha’s first two rak‘at, the imam should recite with a loud voice. 
The imam should also recite in a loud voice in Friday Prayer and 
Eid Prayers, and while the imam is reciting loudly the followers 
should listen to him silently. However the followers should recite 
Al-hamd Sharif [Surah al-Fatihah] quietly.

1.	 See Sunan al-Kubra by Baihaqi, Abwab Sifatis-Salat, Bab Wad‘il-Yadain, 
‘ala Sadri fis-Salati minus-Sunnah, Part 2, p. 46, Hadith 2335; see also 
Sunan Abi Dawud, Abwab Tafri‘ Istiftah al-Salat, Bab Wad‘il-Yumna 
‘al-Yusra fis-Salati, Hadith 756. [Publisher]
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Fara’id of Wudū
 [Compulsor y Parts of Ablution]

1.	 Washing the face once from the hair of the forehead to 
under the chin, and from one earlobe to the other.

2.	 Washing of both hands and forearms up to the elbows, 
once. 

3.	 Washing both feet up to the ankles once.

4.	 Passing wet hands through/over the head.

 Sunan of Wudū
(Excellences of Ablution)

1.	 Make a definitive intention in one’s heart that Wudū is 
being done to offer Salat. 

2.	 Recitation of ِحِیۡم الرَّ حۡمٰنِ  الرَّ  ِ
ّٰ

اللّٰہ -Bismillahir-Rahmanir] بِسۡمِ 
Rahim—In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful] 
when beginning the Wudū.

3.	 Brushing [the teeth].

4.	 Washing both hands up to the wrist.
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5.	 Rinsing the mouth three times.

6.	 Pouring water into the nostrils three times and cleaning 
the nose.

7.	 Washing of the face three times.

8.	 Washing both hands and forearms up to the elbows three 
times.

9.	 Wiping the whole head.

10.	 Wiping both ears with the water used for the wiping of the 
head.

11.	 Washing the feet, including the ankles, three times. 

12.	 Washing in [proper] sequence. 

13.	 Carrying out these steps of Wudū contiguously to wash the 
next body part before the earlier one has dried.
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Invalidators of Wudū

1.	 Urination

2.	 Defecation

3.	 So much bleeding and discharging of pus from any part of 
the body that it flows1.

4.	 Sleeping on one’s side or on one’s back.

5.	 Sleeping with a support, in a way that if that support is 
removed the person sleeping would fall down. If a person 
falls asleep in Salat while standing or in ruku‘ or in prostra-
tion, then the Wudū would not be invalidated.

6.	 Unconsciousness

7.	 State of being intoxicated.

8.	 State of frenzy.

9.	 From some ahadith it is established that Wudū must be 
done [again] upon eating camel’s meat.

10.	 Moreover, consorting with one’s spouse also invalidates 
Wudū.

1.	 This issue is disputed.
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Fara’id of Bathing
[Compulsor y Parts of Bathing ]

1.	 Rinsing the mouth.

2.	 Pouring water into the nose.

3.	 Pouring water once on all [parts of the] body.

Sunan of Bathing
[Excellences of Bathing ]

1.	 Washing both hands after scrubbing them with dust [soap].

2.	 Cleaning the body of all impurities.

3.	 Performing the Wudū.

4.	 Pouring water three times on the whole body.
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Permissible Conditions  
for Tayammum

1.	 When water is not available.

2.	 When use of water could lead to illness.

3.	 When there is the danger that the use of water may increase 
the intensity of the illness.

4.	 When there is fear from enemies or wild animals at the 
water source. 

5.	 When only drinking water is available [due to scarcity of 
water]. There is not adequate equipment to draw water 
from the well or the cost is unreasonable or excessive.

 Fara’id of Salat
[Compulsor y Parts of Prayers]

There are six that come before starting the Salat, which are called 
Shara’it [Prerequisites], and seven that are during the Salat, which 
are called Arkan [Components]. 
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Shara’it of Salat
[Prerequisites of Prayers]

1.	 Cleanliness of the body.

2.	 Cleanliness of the clothes.

3.	 Cleanliness of the place where Salat is to be offered.

4.	 Covering the private parts.

5.	 Facing the Qiblah. 

6.	 Making the intention to offer Salat but only in the heart, 
not by the tongue. 

Arkan of Salat
[Components of Prayers]

1.	 Saying ُبَر
ۡ
 ک

َ
ُ ا للّٰہّٰ

َ
 in the [Allahu Akbar—Allah is the Greatest] ا

beginning of Salat. This is called takbir-e-tehrimah.

2.	 Standing up, which is called Qiyam. 

3.	 Qir’at, meaning reciting some parts of the Word of Allah 
[the Holy Quran].
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4.	 Ruku‘—Bowing.

5.	 Sajdah—Prostrating.

6.	 Last Qa‘dah meaning the final sitting posture before end-
ing Salat.

7.	 Intentionally ending Salat.

Issues Regarding Shara’it of Salat
[Prerequisites of Prayers]

1.	 Salat should not be abandoned if a wound bleeds contin-
uously or the nose bleeds at all times or urine cannot be 
controlled. Under such circumstances one should perform 
the Wudū once and offer Salat. 

2.	 It is compulsory for a man to cover his body from below 
the navel and to the knees. The knees are also included in it. 
For a woman the compulsory area of covering is the whole 
body except for the two hands, two feet, and the face. And 
if one fourth of the area required to be covered becomes 
exposed then the Salat would be rendered void.

3.	 If the clothes are not clean and there are no means available 
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for washing them, then offer Salat even with the unclean 
clothes. Do not abandon it [the Salat].

4.	 If Salat is to be offered at a place where the Qiblah cannot 
be determined, or there is darkness of night, or another 
person cannot be found who could be asked regarding the 
Qiblah, then, on such an occasion, ponder from the heart 
as to the direction in which the Qiblah may be, and in 
whichever direction the heart testifies, offer Salat facing in 
that direction. 

Issues Regarding Arkan of Salat
[Components of Prayers]

[1.] If the person offering Salat is not able to stand for some 
reason, then he may offer the Salat while sitting.

[2.]	 In Qir’at [recitation of a portion from the Holy Quran] at 
least one long or three short verses should be recited.

3.	 It is compulsory to sit in Qa‘dah for at least the time to be 
able to recite at-tahiyyat.
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Wajibat1 of Salat
[Essentials of Prayers]

1.	 Reciting ُ
حَمْد

ْ
ل
َ
 alhamdu—the opening chapter of the Holy] ا

Quran].

2.	 After 2 ُ
حَمْد

ْ
ل
َ
-the recitation of some Surah [chap [alhamdu] ا

ter of Holy Quran] or one long verse or three short verses.

3.	 Offering all the Arkan [Components] of Salat calmly, and 
attentively, this is called ta‘dil-e-arkan [proper carrying out 
of the components].

4.	 Sitting down after two rak‘at in a Salat composed of three 
or four rak‘at. This is called the first Qa‘dah.

5.	 Reciting at-tahiyyat in both Qa‘dahs [sitting postures] 
whether it be first or last.

6.	 In Jumu‘ah, the Eid prayers and Maghrib and ‘Isha and 
morning Salat, the Imam must do Qir’at [recitation of 
Holy Quran] in a loud voice. One who is offering Salat by 

1.	 From a practical point of view there is no difference between Fard 
[Obligatory] and Wajib [Essential].

2.	 Al-Hamd is a substitute for all words of Allah but apart from this no 
other words can serve as substitute for the words of al-Hamd.
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oneself is allowed to do Qir’at [recitation of Holy Quran] 
quietly or audibly.

7.	 In Zuhr and ‘Asr Salats, Qir’at is done quietly.

8.	 The Fard [Obligatory] and Wajib [Essential] that come in 
Salat repeatedly must be carried out in the proper order.

9.	 The recitation of Qir’at in the first two obligatory [Fard] 
rak‘at is compulsory.

10.	 Offering Salam [salutation] at the end of Salat.

11.	 Apart from that, reciting the supplication of Qunut in the 
third rak‘at of Witr. Furthermore, saying ُبَر

ۡ
ک

َ
ا  ُ للّٰہّٰ

َ
 Allahu] ا

Akbar—Allah is the Greatest] multiple times in the Eid 
prayers are also Wajib [Essential]. That is to say, three 
times before Qir’at in the first rak‘at and in the second 
rak‘at three times after Qir’at. From ahadith it is also learnt 
that it is permissible to say ُبَر

ۡ
ک  

َ
ا  ُ للّٰہّٰ

َ
 Allahu Akbar—Allah] ا

is the Greatest] seven times before Qir’at in the first rak‘at 
and five times before the Qir’at in the second rak‘at.
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Sunan of Salat
[Excellences of Prayers]

1.	 Raising of the hands—that is to say, raising both hands up 
to the ears in a way that the thumb touches the earlobe, or 
comes parallel to it—and the rest of the fingers should not 
either be too open or close.

2.	 Offering Salat by folding both hands below the navel in a 
way that the right hand should be placed on the left hand, 
and hold the left hand with the right hand. From authentic 
ahadith, the placing of hands on the chest is also proven.

3.	 Reciting Thana in the beginning of the Salat.

4.	 Reciting T‘awwudh after Thana.

5.	 Reciting ِحِیۡم الرَّ حۡمٰنِ  الرَّ  ِ
ّٰ

اللّٰہ -Bismillahir-Rahmanir] بِسۡمِ 
Rahim—In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful], 
in the beginning of every rak‘at.

6.	 Saying Amin, after al-Hamdu [Surah al-Fatihah].

7.	 While transitioning from one rukn [Component] to 
another rukn except for Qauma [rising to stand up] one 
should say, ُبَر

ۡ
 ک

َ
ُ ا للّٰہّٰ

َ
 .[Allahu Akbar—Allah is the Greatest] ا

These are called transitionary takbirat.
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8.	 Reciting عَظِیۡم
ۡ
ال یَ  بِّ رَ  

َ
 Subhana Rabbiyal-‘Azim—Holy] سُبۡحَان

is my Lord, the Most Great] three, five, or seven times in 
Ruku‘—the bowing posture.

9.	 The Imam [person leading the Salat] saying ْلِمَن  ُ اللّٰہّٰ  سَمِعَ 

ہ
َ

 Sami‘allahu liman hamidah— Allah hears him who] حَمِد
praises Him] after standing up from the ruku‘, that is called 
Tasmi’ and followers should then say ُ

حَمْد
ْ
 ال

َ
ك

َ
نَا ل بَّ  Rabbana] رَ

lakal-hamd—Our Lord, Yours is the praise] and those 
offering Salat alone can either say just the tasmi’ or both.

10.	 Reciting عۡلٰی
َ ۡ
یَ الۡا بِّ  رَ

َ
 Subhana Rabbiyal-A‘la—Holy is] سُبۡحَان

my Lord, the Most Exalted] three, five, or seven times in 
the sajdah—prostration.

11.	 Reciting Durud-Sharif (Salat ‘alan-Nabiyy) after 
at-tahiyyat.

12.	 Reciting any prayer1 after Durud-Sharif. Every person may 
supplicate in his own language.

1.	 Footnote: It is established from authentic ahadith [See Sahih al-Bukhari, 
Kitab-ul-Adhan, Bab-ud-Du‘a fir-Ruku‘, , Hadith 794] that the Holy 
Prophet sas also used to recite the following in the Sajdah and the Ruku‘:

فِرْ لِيْ
ْ
هُمَّ اغ

ّٰ
لل

َ
 ا

َ
نَا وَبِحَمْدِك بَّ هُمَّ رَ

ّٰ
 الل

َ
ك

َ
  سُبْحَان

[Subhanak Allahumma Rabbana wa bihamdika 
Allahummaghfir li—Holy are You, O Allah, and our Lord, all 
praise is Yours; O Allah, forgive me.] 

Indeed, this was what he would ultimately recite. 
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Invalidators of Salat

1.	 Talking while offering Salat.

2.	 Weeping loudly due to pain or affliction, albeit doing so 
involuntarily does not come under this decree; if someone 
weeps out of the fear of Allah, then the Salat will not be 
invalidated.

3.	 Correcting someone other than the Imam in the recitation 
of the Holy Quran invalidates one’s Salat; to remind the 
Imam does not invalidate one’s Salat.

4.	 Eating or drinking something during Salat. Any type of 
action carried out to such a degree that by looking upon it 
is generally known that one is not offering Salat.

Makruhat during Salat
[Undesirable Acts during Prayers]

1.	 Putting a quilt or big shawl on the head or shoulders in a 
way that its hems are hanging, or wearing a coat or shirt 
without putting hands in the sleeves.

2.	 Wiping the dirt from the forehead.



A PR I M E R OF R E L IGIO U S K NOW L E D GEA PR I M E R OF R E L IGIO U S K NOW L E D GE44

3.	 Picking or rolling up clothes to save them from becoming 
covered by dust. 

4.	 Offering Prayer without the head being covered.

5.	 Clearing pebbles and dirt etc. from the place of prostration 
without any necessity. However, if prostration is not possi-
ble, then clearing such items once is permissible. 

6.	 The cracking of knuckles in the Salat.

7.	 Looking left or right, or towards the sky in the Salat.

8.	 As far as possible, one should suppress yawning and 
stretching.

9.	 During prostration spreading both forearms on the floor, 
or allowing the abdomen to touch the thighs.

10.	 Coughing unnecessarily; if coughing just cannot be 
stopped then it is not an issue. Do not offer Prayer in a 
state of urgency for going to the bathroom. One should 
offer Salat with calmness, after being free of such a need. 
Indeed, if food is ready one should eat it first, and then 
offer the Salat.



�ssentials 
of 

�aith

1.	 Believing in Allah, the Exalted, and having conviction 
that He is One, free of all imperfections, endowed 
with all the perfect attributes, Sovereign Lord over All, 
Sustainer, the Most Gracious, the Ever Merciful, He is 
Unique and has no partners.

2.	 Believing in His angels that when they inspire your 
hearts towards virtue, you act upon it.

3.	 Believing in His Books.

4.	 Believing in His Prophets and that Muhammad, the 
Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him, is Khatamun-Nabiyyin [Seal of the 
Prophets] and that he is the embodiment of all excel-
lences of prophethood. 

5.	 Believing in the resurrection—life after death.
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6.	 Believing in Taqdir—that Allah has established a measure 
for everything and a limit. So, a person will be rewarded in 
accord with one’s deeds and Allah, the Exalted, has knowl-
edge of all things and events.

7.	 Believing in the reward and punishment [of the Day of 
Judgment].



�ssentials 
of  

�eligion

1.	 Verbal declaration of belief in Allah the Exalted and 
His Messenger, peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him.

2.	 Offering Salat.

3.	 Giving Zakat.

4.	 Observing the Fast.

5.	 Performing the Hajj [Pilgrimage to the House of 
Allah] if able to do so. Doing jihad for the sake of 
Allah (by the pen or the tongue). 

6.	 If adversaries stop one from following the religion then 
to oppose this subject to strength and jurisdiction. 
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7.	 Worship Allah the Exalted as though you see Him or that 
He sees you. 

8.	 Abide by high morals. 

9.	 Abstain from vices.

10.	 Loving God Almighty and His Messenger, peace and bless-
ings of Allah be upon him.

11.	 Rendering thanks for Divine favours.

12.	 Being courteous and humble.

13.	 Being respectful towards elders and merciful towards the 
young. 

14.	 Abstaining from boasting and arrogance.

15.	 Abstaining from envy, malice, and ill-placed anger.

16.	 Reciting the Holy Quran and trying to understand it.

17.	 Avoiding frivolous and useless things. 

18.	 Remaining clean and pure at all times.

19.	 Covering nakedness.
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20.	Being generous when required and feeding the people.

21.	 Fulfilling the rights of near and dear ones. 

22.	 Keep on improving the state of morals of the people.

23.	 Striving and helping in the doing of good deeds and look-
ing after and aiding the needy to the extent possible.

24.	Being beneficent towards the neighbour. 

25.	 Being straightforward in dealings.

26.	 Not being harsh in obtaining one’s own rights. Not being 
deceitful and lazy in fulfilling the rights of others. 

27.	 Spending wealth when needed. Not spending wealth 
extravagantly. 

28.	 Replying to the greetings of others. 

29.	 Visiting the sick.

30.	 When a Muslim sneezes and says ِ
ّٰ

لِِلّٰه  
ُ

حَمْد
ْ
ل
َ
 Al-hamdu] ا

Lillah—All Praise belongs to Allah]; replying by saying 
ُ  اللّٰہّٰ

َ
.[Yarhamukallah—may Allah have mercy on you] یَرْحَمُك

31.	 Removing harmful things from pathways.





�ajor �ins

1.	 Associating partners with God Almighty.

2.	 Committing murder. 

3.	 Mistreating parents. 

4.	 Wrongfully consuming the inheritance of orphans.

5.	 Drinking alcohol. 

6.	 Oppressing

7.	 Backbiting

8.	 To curse someone without reason.

9.	 Without any reason considering one’s own better than 
others.

10.	 Not fulfilling the promise made to someone.

11.	 Being unfaithful to a trust of someone.

12.	 Concealing true testimony.
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13.	 Giving false testimony.

14.	 Telling lies.

15.	 Committing theft.

16.	 Taking usury.

17.	 Taking bribes.

18.	 Going into someone’s home without permission.

19.	 Picking faults in someone. 

20.	Believing in the predictions of astrologers. 
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سُوۡرَۃُ الۡعَصۡرِ

Surah al-‘Asr
[Chapter 103 of the Holy Quran]

بِسْمِ اللّٰهِ الرَّحْمٰنِ الرَّحِيْم۰۰ِوَ الْعَصْر۰ۙ۰ِاِنَّ الْاِنْسَانَ لَفِيْ خُسْر۰ۙ۰ٍاِلَّا الَّذِيْنَ 

اٰمَنُوْا وَ عَمِلُوا الصّٰلِحٰتِ وَ تَوَاصَوْا بِالْحَق١ِّۙ۬ وَ تَوَاصَوْا بِالصَّبْر۰۰ِؒ

Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Rahim. Wal-‘Asr. Innal-insana lafi 
khusr. Illalladhina amanu wa ‘amilus-salihati wa tawasau 
bil-haqq, wa tawasau bis-sabr.

1.	 In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.
2.	 By the testimony of time,
3.	 Surely, man is in a state of loss,
4.	 Except those who believe and do good works, and exhort 

one another to accept truth, and exhort one another to be 
steadfast.
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سُوۡرَۃُ قُرَیۡشٍ

Surah Quraish
[Chapter 106 of the Holy Quran]

بِسْمِ اللّٰهِ الرَّحْمٰنِ الرَّحِيْم۰۰ِلِاِيْلٰفِ قُرَيْش۰۰ٍۙاٖلٰفِهِمْ رِحْلَةَ الشِّتَآءِ وَ 

الصَّيْف۰۰ِۚفَلْيَعْبُدُوْا رَبَّ هٰذَا الْبَيْت۰۰ِۙالَّذِيْۤ اَطْعَمَهُمْ مِّنْ جُوْع١ٍۙ۬ وَّ اٰمَنَهُمْ 

مِّنْ خَوْف۰۰ٍ

Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Rahim. Li-ilafi Quraish. Ilafihim 
rihlatash-shita’i was-saif. Faly‘abudu Rabba hadhal-baitil-
ladhi at‘amahum min ju‘in-wa-amanahum min khauf.

1.	 In the name of Allаh, the Gracious, the Merciful. 
2.	 To bind the Quraish together,
3.	 And to promote their alliance We have devised trade jour-

neys of the winter and the summer—
4.	 Hence they should worship the Lord of this House,
5.	 Who has fed them against hunger, and has given them 

security against fear.
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سُوۡرَۃُ الۡمَاعُوۡن

Surah al-Ma‘un
[Chapter 107 of the Holy Quran]

بِسْمِ اللّٰهِ الرَّحْمٰنِ الرَّحِيْم۰۰ِاَرَءَيْتَ الَّذِيْ يُكَذِّبُ بِالدِّيْن۰۰ِؕفَذٰلِكَ 

الَّذِيْ يَدُعُّ الْيَتِيْم۰۰َۙ وَ لَا يَحُضُّ عَلٰى طَعَامِ الْمِسْكِيْن۰۰ِؕفَوَيْلٌ 

لِّ۠لْمُصَلِّيْن۰۰َۙالَّذِيْنَ هُمْ عَنْ صَلَاتِهِمْ سَاهُوْن۰۰َۙ الَّذِيْنَ هُمْ يُرَآءُوْن۰۰َۙوَ 

يَمْنَعُوْنَ الْمَاعُوْن۰۰َ

Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Rahim. Ara'aitalladhi yukadh-
dhibu bid-din. Fadhalik-alladhi yadu‘-‘ul-yatim. Wa la 
yahuddu ‘ala ta‘am-il-miskin. Fa wailul-lil-musallin.
Alladhina hum ‘an salatihim sahun. Alladhina hum 
yura’un. Wa yamna‘unal-ma‘un.

1.	 In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.
2.	 Have you seen him who rejects religion?
3.	 That is the one who drives away the orphan,
4.	 And urges not the feeding of the poor.
5.	 So woe to those who pray,
6.	 But are unmindful of their Prayer.
7.	 Those who show off.
8.	 And they deprive people of even small benefits.
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سُوۡرَۃُ الۡکَوثَرِ

Surah al-Kauthar
[Chapter 108 of the Holy Quran]

بِسْمِ اللّٰهِ الرَّحْمٰنِ الرَّحِيْم۰۰ِاِنَّاۤ اَعْطَيْنٰكَ الْكَوْثَر۰۰َؕفَصَلِّ لِرَبِّكَ وَ 

انْحَر۰۰ْؕاِنَّ شَانِئَكَ هُوَ الْاَبْتَر۰۰ُؒ

Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Rahim. Inna a‘tainakal-kauthar. 
Fasalli li Rabbika wanhar. Inna shani’aka huwal-abtar.

1.	 In the name of Allаh, the Gracious, the Merciful.
2.	 Surely We have given you abundance of good;
3.	 So pray to your Lord, and offer sacrifice.
4.	 Surely, it is your enemy who is without issue.
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سُوۡرَۃُ الۡکَافِرُوۡنَ

Surah al-Kafirun
[Chapter 109 of the Holy Quran]

بِسْمِ اللّٰهِ الرَّحْمٰنِ الرَّحِيْم۰۰ِقُلْ يٰۤاَيُّهَا الْكٰفِرُوْن۰۰َۙلَاۤ اَعْبُدُ مَا 

تَعْبُدُوْن۰۰َۙوَ لَاۤ اَنْتُمْ عٰبِدُوْنَ مَاۤ اَعْبُد۰۰ُۚوَ لَاۤ اَنَا عَابِدٌ مَّا عَبَدْتُّم۰۰ْۙوَ لَاۤ 

اَنْتُمْ عٰبِدُوْنَ مَاۤ اَعْبُد۰۰ُؕلَكُمْ دِيْنُكُمْ وَ لِيَ دِيْن۰۰ِ

Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Rahim. Qul ya-ayyuhal-kafirun. 
La a‘budu ma t‘abudun. Wa la antum ‘abiduna ma a‘bud. 
Wa la ana ‘abidum ma a‘badtum. Wa la antum ‘abiduna 
ma a‘bud. Lakum dinukum wa liya din.

1.	 In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.
2.	 Say, ‘O ye disbelievers!
3.	 ‘I worship not that which you worship;
4.	 ‘Nor worship you what I worship.
5.	 ‘And I am not going to worship that which you worship;
6.	 ‘Nor will you worship what I worship.
7.	 ‘For you your religion, and for me my religion.’
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سُوۡرَۃُ النَّصۡرِ

Surah an-Nasr
[Chapter 110 of the Holy Quran]

بِسْمِ اللّٰهِ الرَّحْمٰنِ الرَّحِيْم۰۰ِاِذَا جَآءَ نَصْرُ اللّٰهِ وَ الْفَتْح۰۰ُۙوَ رَاَيْتَ النَّاسَ 

كَانَ  اِنَّهٗ  اسْتَغْفِرْه١ُؔؕ  وَ  رَبِّكَ  بِحَمْدِ  اَفْوَاجًا۰۰ۙفَسَبِّحْ  اللّٰهِ  دِيْنِ  فِيْ  يَدْخُلُوْنَ 

تَوَّابًا۰۰

Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Rahim. Idha ja’a nasrullahi wal-
fath. Wa ra’aitan-nasa yadkhuluna fi dinillahi afwaja. 
Fasabbih bihamdi rabbika wastaghfirh, innahu kana 
tawwaba.

1.	 In the name of Allаh, the Gracious, the Merciful.
2.	 When the help of Allah comes, and the victory,
3.	 And you see men entering the religion of Allah in troops,
4.	 Glorify your Lord, with His praise, and seek forgiveness of 

Him. Surely He is Oft-Returning with compassion.
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سُوۡرَۃُ الِۡاخۡلَاصِ

Surah al-Ikhlas
[Chapter 112 of the Holy Quran]

بِسْمِ اللّٰهِ الرَّحْمٰنِ الرَّحِيْم۰۰ِقُلْ هُوَ اللّٰهُ اَحَد۰۰ٌۚاَللّٰهُ الصَّمَد۰۰ُۚلَمْ يَلِد١ْۙ۬ وَ 

لَمْ يُوْلَد۰۰ْۙوَ لَمْ يَكُنْ لَّهٗ كُفُوًا اَحَد۰۰ٌ

Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Rahim. Qul huwallahu Ahad. 
Allahus-Samad. Lam yalid wa lam yulad. Wa lam yakul-
lahu kufuwan ahad.

1.	 In the name of Allаh, the Gracious, the Merciful.
2.	 Say, ‘He is Allаh, the One;
3.	 ‘Allаh, the Independent and Besought of all.
4.	 ‘He begets not, nor is He begotten;
5.	 ‘And there is none like unto Him.’
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سُوۡرَۃُ الۡفَلَقِ

Surah al-Falaq
[Chapter 113 of the Holy Quran]

بِسْمِ اللّٰهِ الرَّحْمٰنِ الرَّحِيْم۰۰ِقُلْ اَعُوْذُ بِرَبِّ الْفَلَق۰۰ِۙمِنْ شَرِّ مَا خَلَق۰۰َۙوَ 

مِنْ شَرِّ غَاسِقٍ اِذَا وَقَب۰۰َۙوَ مِنْ شَرِّ النَّفّٰثٰتِ فِي الْعُقَد۰۰ِۙوَ مِنْ شَرِّ 

حَاسِدٍ اِذَا حَسَد۰۰َؒ

Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Rahim. Qul a‘udhu bi Rabbil-
falaq. Min sharri ma khalaq. Wa min sharri ghasiqin idha 
waqab. Wa min sharrin-naffathati fil-‘uqad. Wa min sharri 
hasidin idha hasad.

1.	 In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.
2.	  Say, ‘I seek refuge with the Lord of cleaving,
3.	 ‘From the evil of that which He has created,
4.	 ‘And from the evil of the night when it overspreads,
5.	 ‘And from the evil of those who blow into knots to undo 

them,
6.	 ‘And from the evil of the envier when he envies.’
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سُوۡرَۃُ النَّاسِ

Surah an-Nas
[Chapter 114 of the Holy Quran]

بِسْمِ اللّٰهِ الرَّحْمٰنِ الرَّحِيْم۰۰ِقُلْ اَعُوْذُ بِرَبِّ النَّاس۰۰ِۙمَلِكِ النَّاس۰۰ِۙاِلٰهِ 

النَّاس۰۰ِۙمِنْ شَرِّ الْوَسْوَاس١ِۙ۬ الْخَنَّاس۰۰ِ۪ۙالَّذِيْ يُوَسْوِسُ فِيْ صُدُوْرِ 

النَّاس۰۰ِۙمِنَ الْجِنَّةِ وَ النَّاس۰۰ِؒ

Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Rahim. Qul a‘udhu bi Rabbin-nas. 
Malikin-nas. Ilahin-nas. Min sharril-waswas-il-khannas. 
Alladhi yuwaswisu fi sudurin-nas. Minal-jinnati wan-nas.

1.	 In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.
2.	 Say, ‘I seek refuge in the Lord of mankind,
3.	 ‘The King of mankind,
4.	 ‘The God of mankind,
5.	 ‘From the evil of the sneaking whisperer,
6.	 ‘Who whispers into the hearts of men,
7.	 ‘From among the Jinn and mankind.’
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 سُوۡرَۃُ الۡبَقَرَۃِ

Surah al-Baqarah Verses 1–6
[Chapter 2 of the Holy Quran]

بِسْمِ اللّٰهِ الرَّحْمٰنِ الرَّحِيْم۰۰ِالٓم۰۰ّۚٓذٰلِكَ الْكِتٰبُ لَا رَيْب١َۛۖۚ فِيْه١ِۛۚ هُدًى 

لِّ۠لْمُتَّقِيْن۰۰َۙالَّذِيْنَ يُؤْمِنُوْنَ بِالْغَيْبِ وَ يُقِيْمُوْنَ الصَّلٰوةَ وَ مِمَّا رَزَقْنٰهُمْ 

يُنْفِقُوْن۰۰َۙوَ الَّذِيْنَ يُؤْمِنُوْنَ بِمَاۤ اُنْزِلَ اِلَيْكَ وَ مَاۤ اُنْزِلَ مِنْ قَبْلِك١َۚ وَ بِالْاٰخِرَةِ 

هُمْ يُوْقِنُوْن۰۰َؕاُولٰٓىِٕكَ عَلٰى هُدًى مِّنْ رَّبِّهِم١ْۗ وَ اُولٰٓىِٕكَ هُمُ الْمُفْلِحُوْن۰۰َ

Bismillahir-Rahmanir-Rahim. Alif-Lam-Mim. Dhalik-al-
Kitabu la raiba fih; hudalil-muttaqin. Alladhina yu’minuna 
bilghaibi wa yuqimunas-salata wa mimma razaqnahum 
yunfiqun. Walladhina yu’minuna bima unzila ilaika wa ma 
unzila min qablika wa bil-Akhirati hum yuqinun. Ula’ika 
‘ala hudam-mir-Rabbihim wa ula’ika humul-muflihun.

1.	 In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.
2.	 Alif Lam Mim [I am Allаh, the All-Knowing.]
3.	 This is a perfect Book; there is no doubt in it; it is a guid-

ance for the righteous,
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4.	 Who believe in the unseen and observe Prayer, and spend 
out of what We have provided for them;

5.	 And who believe in that which has been revealed to you, 
and that which was revealed before you, and they have firm 
faith in what is yet to come.

6.	 It is they who follow the guidance of their Lord and it is 
they who shall prosper.
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surah [i.e. chapter] followed by a chapter:verse citation, e.g. 
Surah al-Jumu‘ah, 62:4, and count Bismillahir-Rahmanir-
Rahim [‘In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful’] as 
the first verse in every chapter that begins with it. The follow-
ing abbreviations have been used:

	 sas	 sallallahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, meaning ‘may peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him’, is written after the 
name of the Holy Prophet Muhammad sas.

	 as 	 ‘alaihis-salam, meaning ‘peace be on him’, is writ-
ten after the names of Prophets other than the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad sas.

	 ra 	 radiyallahu ‘anhu/‘anha/‘anhum, meaning ‘may 
Allah be pleased with him/her/them’, is written after 
the names of the Companions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad sas or of the Promised Messiah as.



A Primer of religious knowledge66

	 aba	 ayyadahullahu Ta‘ala binasrihil-‘aziz, meaning ‘may Allah 
the Almighty help him with His powerful support’, is written 
after the name of the present head of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community, Hadrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad aba, Khalifatul- 
Masih V.

Readers are urged to recite the full salutations when reading the 
book. In general, we have adopted the following system estab-
lished by the Royal Asiatic Society for our transliteration.

	 	ا at the beginning of a word, pronounced as a, i, u preceded 
by a very slight aspiration, like h in the English word 
honour.

	 	ث th – pronounced like th in the English word thing.
	 	ح h – a guttural aspirate, stronger than h.
	 	خ kh – pronounced like the Scottish ch in loch.
	 	ذ dh – pronounced like the English th in that.
	 	ص s – strongly articulated s.
	 	ض d – similar to the English th in this.
	 	ط t – strongly articulated palatal t.
	 	ظ z – strongly articulated z.
	 	ع ‘ – a strong guttural, the pronunciation of which must be 

learnt by the ear.
	 	غ gh – a sound similar to the French r in grasseye, and to the 

German r. It requires the muscles of the throat to be in the 
‘gargling’ position to pronounce it.

	 	ق q – a deep guttural k sound.
	 	ء ’ – a sort of catch in the voice.
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Long vowels by:

	 a	 for __ٰ___ or آ (like a in father).
	 i	 for ی __ِ___ or __ٖ___ (like ee in deep).
	 u	 for و __

ُ
___ (like oo in root).

Other vowels by:

	 ai	 for ی __َ___ (like i in site).
	 au	 for و __ َ___ (resembling ou in sound).

The consonants not included in the above list have the same pho-
netic value as in the principal languages of Europe. As noted above, 
the single quotation mark  ‘  is used for transliterating   ع which is 
distinct from the apostrophe  ’  used for  . ء

Terms which may not be familiar to the Western reader are 
italicized in the text and defined in the Glossary. We have not 
transliterated some Arabic words which have become part of 
the English language, e.g. Islam, Quran, and ummah. The Royal 
Asiatic Society’s rules of transliteration for names of persons, 
places, and other terms, are not followed throughout the book 
as many of the names contain non-Arabic characters and carry a 
local transliteration and pronunciation style. 

It should be noted that wherever the author had not given the 
translation of a verse of the Holy Quran, we have generally taken 
the translation from Hadrat Khalifatul-Masih IV rta or Hadrat 
Maulawi Sher Ali ra, but have changed ‘Thou’ and ‘Thee’ to ‘You’, 
and ‘Thy’ and ‘Thine’ to ‘Your(s)’, etc. 





Glossary

Adhan: The Islamic call to Prayer.

‘Asr: The third of the five daily 
Prayer services, offered any time 
between the time when the sun 
starts declining and sunset.

Du‘a-ul-Qunut: Arabic name of 
the special prayer recited in the 
last Rak‘at of Witr Prayer.

Durud Sharif: Also Salat ‘alan-
Nabiyy. Invocation of blessings 
upon the Holy Prophet of Islam, 
Muhammad sas.

Eid Prayers: Offered on the occa-
sion of Eid al-Fitr which occurs 
upon the end of Ramadan and 
Eid-ul-Adha two months and 
ten days later. The time for Eid 
Prayers is before noon. Like Fri-
day Prayer, Eid Prayer is always 
offered in congregation. No 
Adhan or Iqamah is called for 
Eid Prayers. 

Fajr: The first of the five daily 
Prayer services, offered any time 
during the period starting from 
dawn and ending a few minutes 
before sunrise. 

Fara’id: Plural form of Fard.

Fard (plural Fara’id): Compulsory 
or obligatory, used when de-
scribing categories of Prayers or 
constituent parts of Prayer. 

Hajj: Pilgrimage to the Ka‘bah in 
Makkah, Arabia; also known as 
the fifth pillar of Islam.

Imam: The person who leads a 
congregational Prayer service.

‘Isha’: The fifth and last of the five 
daily Prayer services, offered any 
time between nightfall and mid-
night, or before going to bed.
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Maghrib: The fourth of the five daily 
Prayer services, which can be of-
fered any time in the period start-
ing from immediately after sunset 
and ending when there is still some 
light left on the horizon.

Mu’adhdhin: The person who says 
the Adhan, or Call to Prayer.

Nafl: Supererogatory worship/
prayer. 

Qa‘dah: Sitting position adopted to-
wards the end of the second Rak‘at 
in Prayer. 

Qiyam: The standing position in 
Prayer. 

Rak‘at: One complete unit within 
Prayer, consisting of a number of 
different postures of the body with 
corresponding prescribed prayers, 
words of glorification and praise of 
God. 

Rak‘at: Plural of Rak‘at.

Ruku‘: The Bowing down position in 
Prayer.

Sajdah: The position of Prostration 
in prayer.

Salat-ul-Jumu‘ah: Or Friday Prayer 
is offered in congregation in place 
of Zuhr Prayer. It contains a Khut-
bah (Sermon) and the four regular 
Fard rak‘at are reduced to two. The 
recitation of the Quranic verses is 
aloud. There are two Adhans, the 
first is just like that for Zuhr and 
the second one is just before the 
Imam stands to deliver the sermon.

Salat: Prayer in the prescribed form; 
also known as the second pillar of 
Islam.

Sunnah or Sunnat: One of the types 
or categories of Prayer; less com-
pulsory than a Fard (obligatory) 
Prayer, but more so than a Nafl (su-
pererogatory) one. 

Surah: Arabic word for ‘chapter’, and 
used for designating the chapters of 
the Holy Quran. 

Ta‘awwudh: Set words for seeking 
the protection of God against Sa-
tan, recited at the beginning of 
Prayer.

Takbir: A set formula, recited loudly 
in order to indicate that a congre-
gational Prayer is about to start. 
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Takbir Tahrimah: The Arabic ex-
pression Allahu Akbar (God is the 
Greatest), proclaimed loudly by 
the Imam while he raises his two 
hands to his earlobes at the very be-
ginning of a congregational Prayer 
service.

Tashahhud: A set prayer recited si-
lently at the beginning of the 
Qa‘dah, or second Sitting position, 
in Prayer.
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