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London, 29 September 2009

PRESS RELEASE

AHMADI MUSLIMS DECLARED ‘WAJIBUL QATL’ IN PAKISTAN CONTROLLED
KASHMIR

Persecution of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat in Azad-Kashmir has markedly

increased in recent weeks and months, particularly in the Bhimber District.

A number of extremist organisations banned by the Government of Pakistan have
continued to preach their hate filled messages by virtue of simply altering the
names of their organisations. All available evidence strongly suggests that they are

being supported, financially and otherwise, by a number of local politicians.

The situation has become extremely dangerous for the local Ahmadi population as
the local clerics are issuing regular Fatwas pronouncing that all Ahmadis are
‘Wajibul-Qatl’ which means they can and should be lawfully killed due to their
beliefs. Furthermore hateful and provocative literature is being published and

disseminated amongst the masses in opposition to the Jamaat.

Ahmadis in the region are living in constant fear for their safety; their businesses

and places of worship are becoming regular targets. The local authorities are urged
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to take action to bring an immediate end to all forms of persecution against the

Ahmadi minority in the region.

The Press Secretary of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat, Abid Khan said:

“It is a great tragedy that in Pakistan both the government and clerics continue to
violate the rights of their fellow citizens. Ahmadi Muslims are now facing
heightened persecution in Azad-Kashmir due to the acts of terrorists and
extremists who are spreading the teaching that Islam, God forbid, allows arbitrary
murder in the name of Allah. They realise not that they themselves are the root

cause of the misery that currently pervades Pakistan and continues to escalate.

May God always protect all peace loving people, be they Muslim, Christian,

Jewish, Hindu, Sikh or adherents of any other belief.”
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