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Executive Summary

Despite hope of change arising 
out of Pakistan’s general elec-
tions, Pakistan’s Ahmadi Muslims 
remain subjected to sustained 
and serious oppression because 
of their faith.  
In this edition, we report on four 
attempted murders, an attempted 
kidnapping of a nine year old 
Ahmadi Muslim girl, seven attacks 
on Ahmadi Muslim publications 
and six indicative incidents of 
cultural violence.  We also report 
on the police exhumation of an 
Ahmadi Muslim lady, attacks on 
Ahmadi Muslim Mosques and a 
number of anti-Ahmadiyya con-
ferences in which open calls for 
the murder of Ahmadi Muslims 
continue to be made.  These 
instances are indicative of the 
widespread and systematic 
application of religious persecu-
tion prevalent against Ahmadi 
Muslims in Pakistan.
Our editorial looks at cultural vio-
lence and how long standing anti-
Ahmadiyya legislation and the acts 
and omission of State actors have 
led to the legitimisation of perse-
cution against Ahmadi Muslims 
on a noteworthy scale. 

This edition concludes with a 
selection of news articles and a 
statistics page offering a visual 
representation of the types of the 
maltreatment suffered by Ahmadi 
Muslims in Pakistan.  

Cultural violence is that aspect of culture 
exemplified by an ideology that is used to jus-
tify and legitimize direct or structural violence 
(Galtung).  For Ahmadi Muslims in Pakistan, 
it means that persecution by anti Ahmadiyya 
extremists is becoming so common that it 
infects every aspect of Ahmadi Muslims’ lives.  
The result is that in some sections of society, 
the persecution of Ahmadi Muslims is now an 
accepted part of social practice.

Had Galtung conducted his study in the con-
text of Ahmadi Muslims’ situation in Pakistan, 
he would more than likely have concluded 
that following the criminalisation of Ahmadi 
Muslims’ practice of Islam by General Zia ul 
Haq in 1984, through the infamous Ordinance 
XX, a growing part of Pakistan’s society has 
become fractured by violent extremist views 
leading to the consequent terrorism against 
peaceful religious groups.  

Let it be clear - the majority of the people of 
Pakistan do not support violence, terrorism 
or discrimination whether against other reli-
gious groups or otherwise.  In many cases 
they are sympathetic to the plight of their 
fellow citizens. But that is not a view shared 
by violent extremist religious groups which, 
with the tacit compliance of State authorities, 
increasingly make use of anti-Ahmadiyya laws, 
to create a culture of intolerance by assaulting 
almost every aspect of Ahmadi Muslims lives.  

Ahmadi Muslims are used to being subjected 
to, and living under, the threat of violence.  
Hundreds have been murdered, violently 
assaulted or kidnapped – in this very edition 
we report on the attempted kidnapping of a 
nine year old Ahmadi Muslim girl.  The spe-
cific targeting by extremists of Ahmadi Muslim 

doctors, lawyers, businessmen, senior reli-
gious figures and teachers is a policy that is 
becoming increasingly cemented. These are 
some of the “big ticket” items, yet, hundreds 
of other cases go unreported.  Ahmadi Muslim 
children cannot, in some cases, get admission 
to school because they are Ahmadi Muslims, 
and those who having been admitted have, 
on many occasions, been undermarked or 
deprived from sitting exams. Ahmadi Muslims 
face denial of employment opportunities and  
where Ahmadi Muslims are able to secure a 
job in the public sector they are often denied 
promotions.  Ahmadi Muslim businesses are 
boycotted and Ahmadi Muslims are often sub-
jected to land grabs, social boycotting and an 
inability to access public services.  For Ahmadi 
Muslims the denial of the right to vote, either 
without declaring themselves to be non-Mus-
lim or renouncing their belief in Hazrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad is a fact that has been widely 
reported by global human rights organisations.

Furthermore, the misrepresentation of Ahmadi 
Muslims religious beliefs by anti-Ahmadiyya 
extremists using the print and television 
media, advertising hoardings and announce-
ments from Mosque, are so entrenched that it 
has become an industry of hate which, fuelled 
by ignorance and prejudice,  is instrumentally 
perpetuated by some leading figures often 
for their own ends. The consequence is a 
social acceptability of persecution of Ahmadi 
Muslims, particularly among state authorities 
such that, Ahmadi Muslims are denied many 
of the basic human rights that others, even in 
Pakistan, would take for granted. This is the 
cultural violence faced by Ahmadi Muslims in 
Pakistan on a daily basis. 

The Pakistan government is subject to a 
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ATTEMPTED MURDERS

The continued failure or authorities to arrest and prosecute 
perpetrators of violence against Ahmadi Muslims is an aggra-
vating factor in the continued homicidal line of attack by Anti 
Ahmadiyya extremists. In this month’s edition we report on four 
further attempted murders. 

FOUR ATTEMPTED MURDERS ON 
AHMADI MUSLIMS
Nawab Shah, Sindh: A prominent Ahmadi Muslim lawyer, Mr Asif 
Dawood was shot in the stomach by anti-Ahmadiyya extremists in 
a premeditated attack which if successful, would have left his wife a 
widow and young children orphaned.  Emergency surgery by trauma 
surgeons at Nawab Shah Hospital resulted in the removal of part 
of Mr Dawood’s stomach.  He was later transferred to a specialist 
hospital in Karachi. Witnesses report that the suspect, who is in his 
30’s, had been engaged in reconnaissance in the days preceding the 
shooting. No arrests have been made.

Mr. Dawood’s family are well known Ahmadi Muslims in the area 
and have been historic targets of anti-Ahmadiyya extremists. Mr 
Dawood’s father, Seth Mohammad Yousuf was shot and killed in 
2008 after a fatwa was issued on the television show, ‘Alim On 
Line’ anchored by a  televangelist, Aamir Liaqat Hussain on GEO TV. 

Shamsabad: Approximately twenty anti-Ahmadiyya extremists 
raided the home of Mr Malik Maqsud Ahmad, the local President of 

the Ahmadiyya Muslim community in Shamsabad. Both Mr Ahmad 
and his family were subjected to a violent attack. Mr Ahmad was 
admitted to a nearby hospital for immediate treatment.

The attack is part of a wide-ranging campaign against Ahmadi 
Muslims in Shamsabad, in which the homes of Ahmadi Muslims  
have been raided by Anti Ahmadiyya extremists.  These include the 
homes of, Mr. Malik Hayat, Mr. Malik Mehmood, Mr. Nasir Kumhar, 
Mr. Mistri Muhammad Hussain, Mr. Iftikhar Ahmed and Mr. Ahmad 
Jalal. 

Badin: An Ahmadi Muslim woman was stabbed in the back in an 
unprovoked attack by an anti-Ahmadiyya extremist in front of her 
young son. Mrs Inamul Haq was treated in hospital and remains in 
a serious but stable condition. 

Sialkot: Anti-Ahmadiyya extremists stormed Mr Rana Akmal’s 
shop, shooting him in the leg. The attackers fled on a motorcycle 
and remain at large. 

KIDNAPPINGS AND ATTEMPTED KIDNAPPINGS 

Ahmadi Muslims remain under constant threat of kidnapping.  
In this edition, we report on two further incidents, one in relation 
to a nine year old Ahmadi Muslim girl. 

ANTI AHMADIYYA EXTREMISTS 
TARGET 9 YEAR OLD GIRL
Rachna Town, Lahore: Anti Ahmadiyya extremists attempted to kid-
nap a 9 year old Ahmadi Muslim girl on her way home from school. 

EDITORIAL continued...

“The consequence is a social 
acceptability of persecution of 
Ahmadi Muslims, particularly 
among state authorities such 

that Ahmadi Muslims are denied 
many of the basic human rights 

that others, even in Pakistan 
would take for granted.”

number of international instruments which Pakistan has voluntarily 
agreed. These include among others, the United Nations Charter, the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, the Discrimination (Employment and 
Occupation) Convention, the Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination Against Women, the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the 
Political Rights of Women and the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Racial Discrimination.  

With socio economic factors increasingly affecting global politics 
and international relations, Pakistan finds itself at a cross roads. If 
Pakistan wishes to be taken seriously as a forward thinking, progres-
sive democracy worthy of influencing the changing global agenda, 
it must honour these commitments. As a start, political parties of 
all persuasions and human rights organisations should re-ignite a 
widespread debate about Ahmadi Muslims (and minority religious 
groups in Pakistan) with a view to restoring the economic, social, 
cultural and political rights which the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community 
have been deprived of for so long. 

ATTEMPTED MURDERS CONTINUED...
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The child managed to escape her would 
be kidnaper’s grasp by biting his hand and 
screaming for help. 

Karachi: Mr Shaukat Javed was rescued by 
the police after being kidnapped by four men. 
Mr Javed, a well-known Ahmadi Muslim was 
tortured by his kidnappers who demanded 
details of security measures undertaken by 
the senior office holders of the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community.

CULTURAL VIOLENCE 

Cultural violence is that aspect of cul-
ture whose ideologies legitimise direct 
or structural violence.  We speak more 
about cultural violence experienced by 
the Ahmadi Muslims in Pakistan in this 
edition’s editorial.  For now, we report on 
a number of examples where groups of 
anti-Ahmadiyya extremists through both 
the action and inaction of State authori-
ties, are able to perpetrate continued 
and persistent acts of hatred against the 
Ahmadi Muslims in Pakistan.

28 MAY BOMBING 
WITNESSES 
PREVENTED FROM 
TESTIFYING
Lahore: A scheduled court hearing concern-
ing the 2010 Lahore attacks was disrupted by 
anti-Ahmadiyya extremists who prevented 
Ahmadi Muslim witnesses from testifying 
in court.  No protection has been offered to 
witnesses in order to secure their testimony, 
thus impinging on the courts ability to inves-
tigate the terrorist atrocity. 

MADRASSA STUDENT 
LEADS INCITEMENT TO 
HATRED
Goleki: A demonstration comprised of teach-
ers and students led by a madrassa student 
targeted an Ahmadiyya Muslim Mosque 
which had been sealed by authorities. Upon 
arrival, the group began inciting hatred 
against Ahmadi Muslims and a number of 
Ahmadi Muslim properties were targeted for 
subsequent action. Despite causing a distur-
bance of the peace, a breach of Chapter VIII 
of the Pakistan Penal Code (Offences against 
the public tranquillity) and the police being 
aware of such activities, no action was taken. 

AHMADI MUSLIM 
DOCTOR AND HER 
FAMILY UNDER 
THREAT OF SERIOUS 
VIOLENCE
Quetta: Dr Sadiqa Sultana received a written 
demand for payment of a substantial amount 
of money to an organisation, the failure of 
which would put her own, as well as her 
family’s, life in danger. In order to secure her 
safety and that of her family, Dr Sultana has 
been advised to leave her home.

AHMADI MUSLIM 
HOME UNDER THREAT
Islamabad: Mansur Ahmad Tahir’s residence 
has been used as a local centre for prayer. He 
was recently advised by a Police Assistant 
Sub Inspector that his residence faced an 
impending threat due to it being used as a 
venue for prayer by Ahmadi Muslims. The 
property is no longer being used as a venue 
for worship. 

FATHER AND SON 
ASSAULTED BY 
EXTREMISTS
Civil Lines, Lahore: Sheikh Tahir Ahmad 
was travelling on a motorbike along with his 
father, when three anti-Ahmadiyya extrem-
ists, stopped them and assaulted them.  
Although the Ahmadi Muslims managed to 
escape unharmed, the perpetrators remain 
at large.

SOCIAL BOYCOTT OF AHMADI 

MUSLIM BUSINESS

Kot Abdul Malik, Sheikhupura: The wide-
spread social boycott of Mr Javed Hameed’s 
fast food business, following a vociferous 
campaign by anti-Ahmadi extremists led to 
his shop being closed down. Mr Hameed 
has now been forced to re-locate to secure 
his livelihood. 

AHMADI MUSLIMS AND 

THEIR PUBLICATIONS FACE 

WIDESPREAD ATTACKS IN 

LAHORE

Ahmadi Muslim publications are being 
increasingly targeted by anti-Ahmadiyya 
extremists with ever greater numbers of 
Ahmadi Muslims engaged in literary activi-
ties being the subject of extremist moti-
vated police action. In many cases, Ahmadi 
Muslims and non Ahmadi Muslims who 
have worked with them have been charged 
under blasphemy, anti-terrorism and incite-
ment laws.

Recent attacks on Ahmadi Muslim publica-
tions are a continuation of a long standing 
government policy which has been part of 
a government strategy in place since 1986.  
Through a committee installed to review all 
Ahmadi Muslim publications constituted 

KIDNAPPINGS AND ATTEMPTED 

KIDNAPPINGS CONTINUED...
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of the Secretary of Information of the 
Government of Punjab, the Joint Secretary 
of the Federal Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting, and the Director of the 
Ministry of Religious Affairs, Ahmadi Muslim 
publications and all those engaged in any 
level of their preparation and distribution 
are subject to increasing risk of arrest and 
incarceration. 

In this edition, we report on seven new 
instances, all of which have been concen-
trated as part of a systematic anti-Ahmadiyya  
campaign in Lahore. 

PEOPLE AND 
PUBLICATIONS UNDER 
THREAT
• The editor of the daily Al Fazl, the news-

paper’s printer and four other men were 
charged pursuant to anti-terrorism and 
blasphemy laws. Bail has been denied to 
those who were arrested.   

• The arrests followed mob attacks on the 
home and family of the newspaper printer 
which quickly escalated into the destruc-
tion and looting of the premises.  The 
arrest of a number of people connected 
with the Al Fazl newspaper quickly fol-
lowed. Police charges remain in place. 

• An Ahmadi Muslim printer, was attacked 
by anti-Ahmadiyya extremists who forced 
him out of his car accusing him of violat-
ing blasphemy laws by publishing Ahmadi 
Muslim literature. Despite having been 
subjected to an assault, he was arrested 
by police and detained. 

• Police raided a non-Ahmadi book bind-
er’s workshop who binds some Ahmadi 
Muslim publications. The business owner, 
Mr. Syed Altaf Hussain, his son and his 
workers were all arrested and taken 
into custody.  A police inspector began 
an investigation of Mr Naveed Malik’s 
printing company, Sunrise Printers after 
he received a complaint that Mr Malik’s 
company had printed a book about the 
companions of the Promised Messiah 
(peace be upon him). 

• Police raided the ‘Galaxy Four’ printing 

company owned by Mr Amir Mashood. 
Although police found nothing objection-
able on the premises, the owner of the 
premises has now served Mr Mashood a 
notice of vacation requiring him to leave 
the premises because he is an Ahmadi 
Muslim. 

• In the previous edition, we reported on 
four Ahmadi Muslims working in the 
Black Arrow printing press who had 
been detained after being charged with 
contravening blasphemy laws. Despite 
the Ahmadi Muslims not being a threat 
to public safety or constituting a flight 
risk, despite bail having first been granted, 
under pressure from extremists, the deci-
sion was reversed and bail was rejected.  
All four remain incarcerated pending 
trial at the High Court at a date to be 
scheduled.

MOSQUE ATTACKS

Ahmadi Muslims Mosques have long 
been the subject of attacks by anti-
Ahmadiyya extremists.  Many Mosques 
have been forcibly closed down by 
authorities and numerous buildings have 
been demolished or defiled. 

AHMADI MUSLIMS 
MOSQUES RAIDED
Lahore: Anti-Ahmadiyya extremists raided 
an Ahmadiyya Muslim prayer hall. Despite 
being victims of the attack, nine Ahmadi 

Muslims were arrested and taken into cus-
tody, including a woman and her young son. 
Though the woman and her son were later 
released, the remaining Ahmadi Muslims 
were charged under the blasphemy and anti-
terrorism act. 

Previous experience suggests that being 
charged under blasphemy laws can result in 
vigilante violence against anyone accused 
of blasphemy. Accordingly, they all remain 
under impending personal danger.

Wah Cantt:  Anti-Ahmadiyya extremists 
convinced the local station commander to 
require Ahmadi Muslims to demolish the 
Imam’s prayer area from the Mosque’s. 

INCITEMENT TO HATRED

In a recent survey by Debate.org, when 
asked whether hate speech was a precur-
sor to more serious crimes and violence, 
70% of respondents agreed, that hate 
speech did lead to more serious crimes.  In 
Pakistan, open and unchallenged manifes-
tations of hate against Ahmadi Muslims 
have led to increasingly common and 
more violent hate crimes, including incite-
ment to commit murders.  In virtually all 
cases, the perpetrators are not subjected 
to any form of legal sanction.  
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HATE CAMPAIGN 
TARGETS 
EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS AND 
MOSQUE
Lahore: The University of Engineering and 
Technology (UET) is currently being barraged 
with anti-Ahmadiyya hate literature as part of 
a systematic hate campaign which has been 
initiated against Ahmadi Muslims in two UET 
hostels. Ahmadi Muslims students are facing 
abuse at the hands of Anti Ahmadi extrem-
ists and difficulties in finding roommates to 
share student accommodation with. 

Chak 96 GB, District Faislabad: Anti-Ahmadi 
extremists distributed pamphlets, encourag-
ing a social boycott of Ahmadi Muslims in 
the area. In the nearby town of Jaranwal, 
anti-Ahmadi extremists also posted anti- 
Ahmadiyya hate literature in the town’s col-
lege as well on the public transports.

Litton Road: A banner was put in Mosque 
premises, which was titled: “Hate campaign 
against the Ahmadis”. Ahmadi Muslims 
were described as blasphemers who are 
‘Wajibul Qatl’, that is, liable to be killed.

ANTI-AHMADIYYA CONFERENCES 

AND MEETINGS

A number of public anti-Ahmadiyya 
conferences and meetings have been 
held during the course of this reporting 
period.  Anti-Ahmadiyya conferences 
are a common feature of extremist ele-
ments in Pakistan’s landscape and are 

often used to rally support and dissemi-
nate extremist propaganda with a view 
to further persecuting and marginalising 
the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community.

ANTI AHMADIYYA 
EXTREMISTS INCITE 
THE KILLING OF 
AHMADI MUSLIMS
Rawalpindi: An anti-Ahmadiyya conference 
was held in the “Khatme Nabuwwat Square” 
which reports suggest was attended by 
approximately 300 men.  Ahmadi Muslims 
were called apostates and labelled ‘Wajjibul 
Qatl’ which means, liable to be killed.

Faislabad: Speakers at this anti-Ahmadiyya 
conference demanded the implementation 
of a complete social boycott against Ahmadi 
Muslims.

Kotri: Further demands were made at this 
anti-Ahmadiyya conference for Ahmadi 
Muslims to be killed on the grounds that they 
are allegedly ‘Wajjibul Qatl’. A demand for a 
social boycott against Ahmadi Muslims was 
also reiterated. 

Golra:  5000 participants attended this anti-
Ahmadiyya conference in which Ahmadi 
Muslims were labelled as non-Muslim and 
liable to be killed.

 

GRAVEYARD ATTACKS

Chak no 133, District Rahim Yar Khan: The 
body of the late Ms Seema Bibi, an Ahmadi 
Muslim lady, was exhumed by police on the 
grounds that Ms. Bibi was not a Muslim and 
could not be buried amongst other Muslims.  
The body was handed over to the family of 
the deceased. 

NEWS REPORTS

MUSLIM LEADER SAYS WORLD 
WAR INEVITABLE UNLESS 
TRUE JUSTICE PREVAILS

http://www.alislam.org/egazette/press-
release/muslim-leader-says-world-war-
inevitable-unless-true-justice-prevails/

AHMADIS IN PAKISTAN FACE 
UNFAIR ELECTION

http://www.washingtonpost.com/
blogs/on-faith/wp/2013/05/09/
ahmadis-in-pakistan-face-unequal-election/

AHMADIYYA MUSLIM LEADERS CALLS 
FOR SEPARATION OF RELIGION, STATE

http://www.dailybulletin.com/news/
ci_23225884/ahmadiyya-muslim-
leaders-calls-separation-religion-state

WILL THE STATE CONTINUE TO TURN 
A BLIND EYE TO MINORITIES? 

http://beta.dawn.com/news/1012998/
will-the-state-continue-to-turn-
a-blind-eye-to-minorities

PAKISTAN: JUDGE THREATENED, 
FORCED TO CHANGE RULING

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/
WO1305/S00639/pakistan-judge-threat-
ened-forced-to-change-ruling.htm
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STATISTICS

ABOUT THE AHMADIYYA MUSLIM COMMUNITY

Founded in 1889 by its founder Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (peace be upon him) 
who claimed to be the Promised Messiah and Mahdi awaited by all major religions, the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community is now established in 202 countries with tens of millions 
of adherents worldwide. Its motto is “Love for All, Hatred for None”.
 
The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community is the largest organised Muslim Community in the 
world and is led by a system of spiritual Successorship known as Khilafat. Its current 
Khalifa is the Fifth Successor to the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him); his name 
is His Holiness, Mirza Masroor Ahmad. His title is Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih V.

Ahmadi Muslims believe the Promised Messiah, Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of 
Qadian to be a non-law bearing Prophet who came in servitude of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him).  They also believe that violent Jihad is prohibited. As 
a result of its beliefs, members of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama’at are severely perse-
cuted by radical groups in some, mostly Muslim countries, often with the support of 
government.  In Pakistan, specific legislation (Ordinance XX, s298 Pakistan Penal Code) 
has been passed which criminalises the practice of Islam by Ahmadi Muslims. This 
has resulted in hundreds of murders of Ahmadi Muslims and thousands of instances 
of violence. In contravention of Article 25 of the ICCPR, Ahmadi Muslims are denied 
many of their civil rights, including the right to vote without distinction on the basis of 
religion or other status.

This newsletter aims to provide short summaries of the regular denial of human rights 
suffered by Ahmadi Muslims in Pakistan where persecution is most widespread.

CONTACTS

Email: press@ahmadiyya.org.uk

@AhmadiyyatIslam

Press Desk
22 Deer Park Road
London SW19 3TL
United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0)20 8544 7678
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