APPENDIX

THE PERSIAN AND URDU SCRIPT

The Arabicscriptlike the Latin script,provides a system of writing for several
languages of the world. It is used in Afghanistan, East Africa, India, Malaya and
Pakistan. The two most widely spoken languages, Persian and Urdu, are written
in the Arabic script. But they employ the Nasta'lig style of writing, which was
developed in the late fifteenth century by the Persians. While the Naskh is an
easy-to-write cursive style with geometric form, without any structural complexities,
the perfectly rounded curves of the Nasta'liq display marked contrast to the Naskh
in their line-width, which changes from the maximum to the thinnest possible
line that can be drawn by the same pen. The clarity of the style combined with
delicately formed curves give Nasta®lig a deceptively casual look which belies its
highly sophisticated and strictly applied rules.

Persian is now printed by movable type which is based on Naskh, but it
has not gained popularity among the Urdu-speaking people and most Urdu books,
newspapers, and magazines are first handwritten by professional scribes in Nasta'lig
and then lithographed.

PERSIAN VOWELS

Although Persian employs the same vowel signs as Arabic, the Persian
vowel values are not the same as in Arabic. You might have noticed that the
English vowel sounds represented by o and e are not used in transcribing Arabic
vowels. Persian has approximate variations of both these English vowel sounds.
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INTRODUCTION TO QUR’ANIC SCRIPT

Fathah. 1t approximates to a sound which is intermediate between the
vowels in English words ‘bed’ and ‘bad’, e.g., 4 bad, bad.

Dammah. 1t is more rounded . than the u-sound in the English word ‘book’,
e.g., s/ bordan, to carry.

Kasrah. 1t approximates to the vowelin the English word ‘bed’,e.g., ~ beh,
better.

PERSIAN CONSONANTS

The following four characters have been introduced to Arabic script to re-
present Persian sounds:

- (pe). Itis pronounced like English p. It is written like Arabic «,
but it has three dots below it while «— has only one dot.
Z/ (chim in Persian and che in Urdu). It is pronounced like English ch

in ‘church’. [t is written like Arabic L , but it has three dots while C
has only one dot.

J (zhe). 1t is pronounced like English s in ‘measure’ or j in the French

word ‘jour’. Itis written like Arabic _ , but it has three dots above it while ~
has no dot.

P
J/(gﬁf). It is pronounced like English g in ‘good’. It is written like

Arabic J, but it has an extra stroke. It is never written as & ; both the
strokes should be together.

URDU VOWELS

The number and quality of Urdu vowels is different from Arabic and Persian,
but the same signs are employed with different results. The general scheme of
these vowels is given below:

.2 Fathah. A lower mid-central unrounded vowel, similar to English » in
but or a in above.

7’
2. (¢ .Itisa ‘purevowel similarto Spanishein me, German ee in see or French
e in été (longer than the French vowel). It is not a diphthong though it is expressed
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by the combination of (§ and farhah. Itissimilar to a in the English word fare
or the English word say, but without the y-like diphthongal offglide of the English
word. As a final vowel the shape of (§ ischanged, it is then written as «_ |,
g, & b’ cha-ay, tea.

rd
3. 5 . A mid-back rounded vowel. It is also a ‘pure vowel’ and not a

diphthong. It is similar to English o in the word go but without the “w-like”
diphthongal offglide. It is similar to Spanish o in loco.

4. _  Kasrah. A lower high-front unrounded vowel like i in pin, sit, e.g.,

s din, day.
5. * Dammah. A lower high-back rounded vowel similar to u in put or 0o on

book, e.g., {1 tum, you.

- Vi e
The long vowels of Arabic, a | ,0 3 andi (§ are common

to both Persian and Urdu.

URDU CONSONANTS

Urdu script is a further modification of Persian script. It has added thirteen

more characters to express sounds peculiar to it. There are three retroflex and
ten aspirated sounds in Urdu. For the retroflex sounds Urdu has adapted the

Arabic script by putting a small 5 ¢ over an Arabic character and the aspirat-

ed sounds are expressed by addinga % /4 to an Arabic character.

Retroflex Sounds
1. Z (Tay). Itiswrittenlike Arabic «— butithasasmall

above it instead of a dot below. It is similar to English ¢ but is unaspirated. It
is produced by the edge of the tongue behind the teeth ridge.

b
2. ) (Dal). Tt is written like Arabic » but it has a small »

above it. It is similar to English d in doctor, but it is unaspirated. It is pro-
duced by the tip of the tongue touching the upper teeth.
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A Persian quatrain written in Nasta®/iq by the Indian calligrapher Muhammad Shamsuddin in
1312/1894. Note the short verticals and deep rounded letters. While parts of some tetters
appear to have been written with a much finer pen than others, the calligrapher uses the finer
portion of the same nib, which involves expert manipulation. (Author’s collection)
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APPENDIX

Qur’an leaf calligraphed by Mirza Noor Ahmad (d. 1384/1964). Note the influence of Nasta®lig
on the perfectly rounded curves and the fine lines. Mirza Noor Ahmad was an expert in the
Nasta®liq style and practised the Naskh to produce a copy of the Qur’an which should combine

the qualities of both the styles. (Noor Ahmad Edition, Karachi)
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b
3. 7 (Ray). It is written like Arabic .~ with a small 4 over it.
No Semitic or Indo-European sound is similar to this sound. It is produced by
the edge of the tongue far behind the teeth ridge.

Aspirated Sounds

In Urdu there are five aspirated voiceless stops, ph, th, Th, chh, kh, and five
aspirated voiced stops, bk, dh, Dh, jh, and gh. It is absolutely necessary to
differentiate between aspirated and unaspirated sounds, since they are in contrast.

The aspirated sound is expressed by adding  # / to the unaspirated consonant.

Aspirated Voiceless Stops Aspirated Voiced Stops
1. &, (pha) 1. 5 (bha)
2. 2 (tha) 2. »y (dha)
b b
3 »# (Tha) 3. »y (Dha)
4. 4, (chha) 4. o5, (jha)

-
5. [ (kha) 5. [ (gha)

In the Urdu script alone  #» is added to express an aspirated consonant.
When it is used as a consonant by itself it is written as ?/ . This distinction between
the two shapes of ha, p and ?’ is made only in Urdu. Observe the

following two words : bhar (load) and ,L;,: bahar (spring) /L:/’.
w.
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The last verse of the 48th chapter (Victory) and the first six verses of the 56th
chapter (The Event) of the Qur'an in Nasta®lig perfectly dispersed on the page,
from a collection of five surahs of the Qur’an copied in India (probably 17th
century). The border is in gold and the verses are divided by gold roses, which do
not appear in the above reproduction. (Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public Library,
Patna. 1151, H.L. 67)
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