LESSON 2/

MUQATTA*AT OR ISOLATED LETTERS

° Z /\" S np P _

SN2 HURUF-UL'ABIAD
MUQATTAAT

Many sirahs begin with letters of the alphabet which are used and pro-
nounced separately. These letters, which are called mugqatta®ar or fawatih,
occur in the beginning of twenty-nine sirahs and are made up of one or more, to a
maximum of five, letters of the alphabet. There are fourteen letters which have
been used in this manner. Of these letters  , & and e occur alone in
the beginning of a sidrah. The rest occur in combinations of two or more in
the beginning of certain sirahs. Some of these letters have either a vertical fathah
or a maddah on them:
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Opinions differ as to their significance but it is generally held that these letters
are symbolic of some profound truths or carry some mystical meanings.
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INTRODUCTION TO QUR’ANIC SCRIPT

The pronunciations of the mugarta‘ar are given below:
= o~
1. ‘alif 1adm miim A |
. —
2. ‘alif 1adm miim saad Y- )
-
3. ‘alif 1aam ra I
—
{ -

4. ‘alif 1aam miim ra )—A-H
N

5. kaaf ha ya “ayn saad -

The diphthong ay in “ayn is as long as the following saad.

| =

|
6. tiha b 7. td siim miim  _b—wd

Note that the n-sound of (w has merged in the following mim and the pro-

nunciation of (~ has changed to siim.

- ~ |

8. tasiin (- L 9. yasiin =
~ ~

10. saad w2 1. ha miim A
rfiading rd

12. ‘aynsiin qaaf  (s—w-t 3. qaaf &)

The “ayn is as long as the following siin
and qgaaf.

Ct

14. nuun
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LESSON 27

HURUF-UL->ABJAD

At the time of the revelation of the Qur’an the letters of the alphabet were
used to indicate numerals. This was very similar to the use of Roman numerals
in Europe before the introduction of Arabic numerals. The order of the old Arabic
alphabet was different from the present order. The first four letters in that order

were > T <« | hence the name L_.’%_’j,\ ‘abjad. The old
order of the alphabet together with the numerical value of each letter is given below:

4 3 2 1

abjad b C < I
7 6 5
hawwaz ) P X
10 9 8
hutti ‘ 4 PR T
50 40 30 20
kalaman O] r d Q
90 80 70 60
sa‘fas SN R G
400 300 200 100
garshat — u~ ) U
700 600 500
thakhkhadh 3 ( o
1000 900 800
dazzagh . . .
dazzag 8 _L: U"/ .

/4
In the normal reading of the Qur’an a knowledge of Sy )| ;33;.3
is notrequired, but it is relevant to the interpretation of the fawatif. According to
some commentators of the Qur’an, these isolated letters add up to a numerical

symbol.
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INTRODUCTION TO QUR ANIC SCRIPT
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