LESSON 3

'CHA" AND (Y NON. THE SUKON SIGN

C (ha’). It is another Arabic sound which non-Arabs may find

difficult to produce. Even non-Arab Muslims familiar with Qur’anic sounds
produce it like English 4. It is a strong guttural 4 pronounced with a strong and
sustained expulsion of air from the chest. Ziadeh and Winder (4n Introduction
to Modern Arabic) suggest that the sound may be mastered by realizing that it is
similar to a stage whisper, but formed farther back. Another suggestion is to
whisper ‘Hey you! as loud as you can.

In the English script this sound is usually represented by putting a dot
under A, thus 4.

C is written like C and C . The only difference is that t has
no dot.

Observe the following combinations:

khb > —

A

hb W N S Z
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INTRODUCTION TO QUR ANIC SCRIPT
hm oD AL C

. &> 6 T
hi d._s. J’C

Q) (nin). Itis pronounced like English #. The initial and the medial
forms of () are similar to those of « . The difference between the initial
and medial forms of <o and () is that the dot of «o is placed below

the tooth and the dot of () is placed above the tooth.

Observe the following combinations:

bm o " bt
nm - N— R o
> S— S =
nq S O w
Jns - o ¢
hbs S N C
sn o w o T
Ibn (St O R J

THE SUKUN SIGN

In Arabic a letter is said to be either ‘moving’ or ‘resting’. A letter
is resting if it cannot open a syllable. The sign of resting consists of a small un-
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LESSON 3

closed circle " placed above a letter. A closed circle is used often in Near

Eastern and Ma@ribf scripts. This sign is called sukin and it indicates the absence
of a vowel after a consonant. The letter with the sukin sign is called sakin.

Observe the following combinations and then learn these words:

A ~ ) -
1. Off, from, out of, away (“an) (== . &
2. Who, whosoever, who? (man) C)__; G) J;
Whom, whomsoever, whom?
3. Of i 8 :
, some, some of, (min) oL O ,3
belonging to, from
’ n s
4. Not, not yet (lam) ‘&_J ) d
" -~ o]
5. No, by no means (lan) L)-—J . d

ILLUSTRATIVE TEXT

-~ 7 - 7 - -
1. to shave (halaqga) @) ‘J C
- Pd f. P
2. toreach (lahiga) L)—EE.J &) t d
s - - ~ -

3. to appear (najama) Py s ( .

AP 4 —

4. to abrogate (nasakha) E,w..: ( w* C)
5. to be content (qani‘a) &3—5 & O} u
6. tocall aloud (naga‘a) C__O._v & U J
1 - ! . -
7. to carry (hamala) (l_.u_} QJ 0 t
. T - " -
8. to dislike (nagama) ol 2O W
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INTRODUCTION TO QUR ANIC SCRIPT

All the above words are verbs.

Now note the following two words, for

while the first one is a verb, the second word with a sukian on _A is an affirmative

particle.

9. to live in comfort
and luxury

10. yes! yes indeed!

PRACTICE TEXT 2
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1. to incline
2. to restrain
3. to roll onwards

4. to snatch away
from

9.

pd

L 4

(na“ama)

(na“am)

to abuse

~

NASAKHA

~

- % s T -
P - - Q t S
- % A - -
== o f C
. . = -
to imagine NEEIWEEN
T2 -
to efface, O—_0
blot out
-~ -~ -
to stop, prevent, H.—.o
prohibit
- -~
to curse u_’_l

1

~

L J



