LESSON 3()

CONCLUSION

You now know all the important rules of reading the Qur’anic text. All
that you need now is practice. If you have a good ear and can find time to listen
to the Qur’an from a radio station, you will be soon in a position to recite it.
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Read : In the name of thy Lord Who created,
Created man from a clot of blood.

Read : And thy Lord is the most Generous,
Who taught by the pen,
Taught man that he knew not.

Radio Cairo and all other Arab radio stations broadcast daily the recording
of the Qur’an made in 1961 under the auspices of the Egyptian Government. This
is a set of long-playing records bearing the title al-Mushaf al-Muratial. This is
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INTRODUCTION TO QUR’ANIC SCRIPT

an official orthoépic version according to the reading of Imam Hafs (died 180
hijri/796 A.D.) as he heard it from his teacher, Imam “Asim Kufi (died 127 or 128
hijri/745 A.D.). Try to obtain a set, if possible, or one or two records and listen
to them with the text before you. This will keep your ears and heart tuned to the
peculiar beauty, melody and cadences of the Word of Allah. Try to internalize
some of it through memorization of some of the small sirahs. According to
Muslim belief the Qur'an was orally delivered to the Holy Prophet and
transmitted orally by him to the ummah (Muslim community). You too are ex-
pected to recite at least some portion of it out of memory.

Try to get a teacher to correct the mistakes which you may not discover for
yourself.

You must have observed that the consonantal structure of Arabic words,
as H. A. R. Gibb puts it, contains only seventy-five per cent. of the meaning and
the remaining twenty-five per cent. has to be supplied by the vowel signs. We
have seen in Lesson 28 that a sllght change in the vowel sign alters the meaning

of the text e.g., ﬁ-—@-\.L.C- g_)_e._x_)\ means ‘those whom Thou hast
favoured’, but if the farhah sign over s is changed to dammah it would
mean tho%e whom | have favoured’. Arabic books and newspapers are printed
without vowel signs and learning to read them is a considerable adventure for non-
Arab students who have not mastered the intricacies of the Arabic grammar. The
easiest and the safest method of learning Arabic is, therefore, to begin with the
Qur'an which has a fully vocalized text. Even non-Muslim readers, whose
ultimate object is to learn Arabic for academic and secular reasons, will find the
Qur’an as a far better teacher.

A foreign language is difficult to learn but easy to forget. Now that
you have crossed the first and the most difficult hurdle, continue to devote
a few minutes a day to your Arabic. The first thing you should do is to obtain
a copy of the Qur’an with parallel English translation. Choose an edition with
a bold Arabic text. Get a copy of Introduction to Qur’anic Arabic as well, it
is the extension of Introduction to Qur’anic Script and has been written
to serve as a stepping stone to a deeper study of the Arabic language
and grammar. It has been written to introduce the essentials of the
Arabic language in easy stages, the conventional grammar has been avoided

(Opposite) The Qur’an copied for Her Highness Sultan Jahan Begum of Bhopal (lithographed in
1923). Beautiful script with deep sublinear area and clear vowel signs, but words run into each
other and the salient feature of the letter is lost in curves and ligatures. Sirat ul-Bagarah, The
Cow (2.126-129). (Author’s Collection)
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INTRODUCTION TO QUR’ANIC SCRIPT

and there are no paradigms to learn by heart. The learner is provided with
the basic grammatical markers to give him a fairly painless entrée into the
language of the Qur'an. Read with a conventional grammar Introduction to
Qur’anic Arabic will add a new dimension to the knowledge of the non-Muslim
students of Arabic.

PRACTICE TEXT 15

Probably you know some of the small passages given in the practice text by
heart, if not, it is time to memorize them. They form part of the daily prayers.

For a non-Muslim learner the memorization of these passages will provide
a point of anchorage for his advanced studies in Arabic literature, classical or
modern. The Qur’an, as B. R. Serjeant points out, ‘continues to live in the con-
sciousness and the daily speech of the followers of the Islamic faith. An ability to
recognize the Koran when it is being quoted is becoming to the would-be speaker
of Arabic—it is still better to be able to quote it appositely!” (Introduction to John
Penrice’s A4 Dictionary and Glossary of the Koran, London, 1971).

Al-Fatihah is the first chapter of the Qur’an and is also the first sarah of the
practice text. It is an integral part of the prayers. Any one of the following
sixteen sirahs given in the practice text can be read after the Fatihah in the prayers.

The method adopted for the practice text in the following pages, it is hoped,
will provide you with a thorough grounding in reading the Qur’an. In the first
line, words have been broken into easy units and in the second, the words
have been written in the normal way. Do not look into the first line unless you
find difficulty with some word. At the end of the book the text of these sirahs
has been transliterated in the Roman script. It is hoped that you would rarely
need to refer to the Roman transliteration.

Arabic signs for the numerals have not been used in the text of the Qur’an,
but pages and verses are marked by these signs and it is useful to learn them. These
numerals are given below:

English numerals 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Arabic numerals \ Y v v ] b v A L} Ve

The verses given in the practice text have been marked by the Arabic numerals.
\ When the Qur'an is quoted it 1is introduced by the phrase
PRV “
G Las lds ‘Qal-Allahu ta‘dla, God the exalted said’ and when the
» Al. 20 0% “io P
recitation of the Qur’an is concluded it will be said, .o.____ui:,_a_l\ SRR
‘Sadaq-Allah-ui-*Azim, God Almighty has truly spoken.’
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@J—Allah—ul—‘/\zim written in Muhaqqaq style, a precise and angular script with wel]-s$

ligatures, the whole being ‘meticulously produced’, as its name implies.
almost no downstrokes or deep sublinear flourishes are its main features.
movement, seeming to flow swiftly to the left while being pulled to the right.

Extended upstrokes and
It gives an effect of
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