LESSON 4

— TA’ AND gEJ KAF. THE VOWEL SIGN DAMMAH

—— (ta’). Itisalmost like English 7 in eighth. It is closer in pronunciation
to the Italian dental 7 than the English r. Produce it with the tip of the tongue
against the upper teeth and NOT against the gum behind the upper teeth. Com-
pare the French r in téte-a-téte.

It is written exactly like «— in all its forms except for the dots. (> has
one dot below and <& has two dots above.

Observe the following combinations:

tb — —s .
tq (- S
tm o N ) .

tl d—a J i

=) (kaf). It is like English 4.
This letter is almost a cross between J ({am) and - (bd@’). The
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INTRODUCTION TO QUR'ANIC SCRIPT

first stroke is very similar to that of J and the second resembles the last stroke
of « . Instead of a dot above, a small sign _s similar to that of initial
¢ is placed above the letter. =) is provided with an initial diagonal stroke
touching the upper part of the letter, when a following letter joins it. This
diagonal stroke is bolder and longer than the fathah stroke. The small sign S
is then dropped.

Observe the following combinations.

km ,c_.( A
kn u—-( O] =
hk Ela <

hkm &_La. R c.‘r:J (

But note that the combination of d + &) istreated as a digraph, (two-

~ [ [

letter combination) thus df :

kb X

SIS
kih E-K T J
Kim 0 o0

THE VOWEL SIGN DAMMAH

b &

0

The short vowel u is written like a comma with a slightly larger stroke above
the letter which it follows, thus :; , ,:j , :’J . Thissign 2 is called
dammah and is pronounced like u in put, but not like the u in but.

Observe the following combinations and then try to pronounce them aloud:
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A e " »
1. say (qul) J= d
.o .
2. stand up (qum) - R

3. be! (kun)

G
&\, [u_‘_\, C:\. Ci

o

" Py L]

4. you (as suffix) (kum) ‘0_—( o)
- ﬂ}r

[:
G>

5. you were (kunta)
(singular masculine)

L G

S s 2 "
6. I was (kuntu) - — )
ILLUSTRATIVE TEXT
P ” P P rd r'd
1. to judge (hakama) Ai:- A u(i) z
s P~ - 2 -
2. tobegood (hasuna) (D OEEY 'C'
. . - - - -~ -~
3. to cover (bajaba) — > - t’ 'C
s - 7 - -~ <
4, to seal (khatama) O 0 o ‘t
~ - -
5. to pour out (sakaba) ;:«C:. < & %
- - - -
6. tocalm down (sakata) - ) <) w
. -7 - - ~
7. toconceal (katama) b £ &
e - - -
8. tocause to (salaka) s f’_J J U~
walk

-~ - -~ - -
9. to marry (nakaha) GL ( =) @
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PRACTICE TEXT 3

7~

1. to be stingy ‘_L_eg_: 6. to drag violently
7 - .

2. to swallow up C_l_.é 7. to turn aside

3. to follow 3 8. to imprison
&—"——J,/ p
”~
4. to wonder SNy 9. to diminish
>~
-~ ~ e .
5. to subdue z > 10. to write

11. that, those el

-

QUL
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