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Only joint electorate won't 
end discrimination: parties 

n 

w 
ti 
fa 
ti 

more counts than one. 
The participants lamented dir 

that the Ahmadiya community Th 
had to opt out of the electoral ti 
process because Ahmadi votes to 
had been put on a separate list of  

a office-holders. 
, 	The speakers unanimously 

tc. rejected any amendments to the 
on constitution made in contraven-
c- lion of the procedure laid down 

in the basic law itself. 
as The 	 non-Muslim 
b- parties/groups at seminar were 

di- not satisfied with the mode of 
n filling their reserved seats as, 
n- they said, those elected on. party 
a- lists might not be able to repre- 

sent their communities. 
k 	A delegate from Fata regret- 
f ted that the non-Muslims in the 
o tribal region had been ignored- 
h vis-a-vis reservation of seats. 
g 	Although the consultation was 
t confined to the implications of 

al the revival of the joint electorate 
- system, the participants insisted 
✓ on making a recommendation 
- calling for withdrawal of the 
o graduation condition. 
d 	The day-long meeting was 
t attended by the representatives 

of the Pakistan People's Party, 
t Awazni National Party, Pakistan 

People's 	Parliamentarians, 
Pakistan Tehrik-i-Insaaf, Jeay 

- Sindh Mahaz, Jamhoori Watan 
Party, Seraiki National Party, 
Qabaili Jamhoori Party, PPP 
(SB), Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam (F), 
Millat Party, Pakistan Muslim 
League (Qasim), the Justice and• 
Peace • Commission,' " several 

and a number of Muslim;  
and non-Muslim social and 
human rights activists. 

LAHORE, Sept 10: While 
endorsing the principle of joint 
electorate, participants of a 
national consultation on 
Tuesday suggested that the sys-
tem of elections be viewed in the 
context of the constitutional and 
legal order in force, an HRCP 
statement has said. 

The participants of the consul-
tation, organized by the Human 
Rights Commission of Pakistan 
here, reached a consensus that 
joint electorate was not an end 
in itself, but was the means to 
eliminate all forms of distinction 
in the enjoyment of rights on the 
basis of belief. 

Most of the speakers, includ-
ing representatives of major 
political parties, were of the 
opinion that all those constitu-
tional provisions, which kept. 
open the possibilities of distinc-
tion on the grounds of belief, 
needed to be revised. 

None of the political 
parties/groups taking part in the 
consultation opposed joint elec-
torate. However, there was a 
consensus among the partici-
pants that the scheme devised 
for the general election violated 
the joint electorate principle on 

non-Muslims while there was 
single electoral list for Muslims 
Christians, Hindus, Parsis, e 
They said the discriminati 
seriously violated the joint ele 
torate system. 

The meeting rejected 
unnecessary and unfair the su 
mission of affidavit by can 
dates, as it reflected distinctio 
between Muslims and no 
Muslims. It called for cancell 
tion of the affidavit. 

Some participants too 
exception to the reservation o 
seats for non-Muslims (as als 
for women), saying that suc 
measures kept divisions amon 
the people alive. However, i 
was agreed that if the politic 
integration of the people contin 
ued, it might be possible fo 
political parties to accommo 
date non-Muslims (and als 
women) on general seats an 
the need for reservations migh 
disappear. 

Regarding a proposal tha 
on-Muslims be encouraged to 
ontest for general seats, there 
as a consensus among the par 
cipants that political parties 
ced several obstacles in rela-
on to the polls but, in future, 
ossibilities of progress in that 

ection could not be ruled out. 
ey recommended that the par-

es allow greater opportunities 
non-Muslims and women to 

serve as legislators and as party 

DAWN WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2002 
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Ahmadis 
not to 
vote in 
protest 
By Our Reporter 

KARACHI, Sept 10: Ahmadis 
of Pakistan have decided to stay 
away from voting in October 
elections because they-have seri-
ous reservations to the transfer 
of their names to the list desig-
nated for non-Muslims. 

In a letter addressed to the 
President, Malik Khalid 
Masood, Nazir of Umoor-i-
Amma, Anjuman Ahmadiyya 
Pakistan, has said the govern-
ment has all of a sudden and 
without any valid reason, 
revised its correct and truly 
democratic decision of' having 
only one common list of voters. 

As a consequence of this revi-
sion only Ahmadis have been 
excluded from the common list 
and their names have been 
transferred to a list designated 
as a non-Muslim list, he claimed. 

The community feels that 
"this strange measure has 
resulted in. a ridiculous situation 
in which there is a common list 
of voters which contains the 
names of all the Muslims, 
Hindus, Sikhs, Parsis, Christians 
and Buddhist voters and a sec-
ond list termed as non-Muslim 
list, comprising Ahmadis only." 

The letter added that it is 
their contention that this proce-
dure adopted by the Election 
Commission is directed against 
the community alone and is fla-
grantly discriminatory and 
against all principles of justice 
and democracy. 

He claimed that there has 
been no change in the electoral 
system to justif3r a change in the 
position taken by the Ahmadis 
in the last elections. 

The community finds it 
"against their conscience to par-
ticipate in an election which is 
not on joint electorate system 
and which negates fundamental 
principles of democracy .and is 
detr'imen'tal to national integra-
tion and harmony." 

DAWN 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2002 

A CLEAR explanation is 
required from the Election 
Commission about the 
Ahmadiya community's com-
plaint regarding voters' lists. 
The community says that the 
authorities have revised 
their earlier decision of hav-
ing one common voters' list 
— a logical outcome of the 
decision to restore the joint 
electorate -- and have 
removed Ahmadi voters 

Thursday, September 12, 2002 

But the restoration of the I,  
joint electorate by the pres-
ent government appeared to 
open the way for them to 
exercise their electoral right 
as citizens of Pakistan. What 
is the precise legal position 
regarding a separate voters' 
list for Ahmadi voters? When 
was a decision made to have 
such a list? The situation 
needs to be clarified, particu-
larly since there is controver-
sy on another aspect, that of 
submission of affidavits by 
candidates where again a 
distinction arises between 
Muslim and non-Muslim can-
didates despite the fact that 
both can now contest general 

_ seats. 

the Human Rights Comrnis-
sion of Pakistan in Lahore on 
Tuesday. The participants 
regretted the fact that the 
Ahmadiya community had to 
opt out of the electoral proc-
ess because of their being 
put on a separate list when 

_ — 
there was a single electoral 
list for. Muslims, Christians, 
Hindus, Parsis, etc. This was 
seen as a negation of the 
joint electorate system. 

The Ahmadis had also 
abstained from participation 
in previous elections held on 
a separate electorate basis 
because that would have 
meant that they were a non-
Muslim minority, which is 
die position under the law.- 

Why separate listing? 
from the common list, trans-
ferring them to a list desig-
nated as one for non-Musli-
ms. The community says that 
only Ahmadis have been sub-
jected to this treatment 
while other non-Muslims 
remain on the common list. 
As a result, the community 
says it will not take part in 
the elections. The complaint 
also figured in a 'national 
consultation' organized by 
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