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Summary
‘Rightly Guided Caliphs – Hazrat Umar (ra)’
Hazrat Umar’s (ra) father was named Khattab bin Nufail and
his mother’s name was Hantama bint Hashim.
The Holy Prophet (sa) bestowed the title of ‘Farooq’ to Hazrat
Umar (ra).
Upon Hazrat Umar’s (ra) acceptance, Islam was granted
strength and truth was distinguished from falsehood.

The Holy Prophet (sa) also prayed for Hazrat Umar (ra) to
accept Islam.
The angel Gabriel came to the Holy Prophet (sa) and said that
the heavens were pleased upon Hazrat Umar’s (ra)
acceptance of Islam.
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Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V (aba) said:
His Holiness (aba) said that Hazrat Umar’s (ra) father was named
Khattab bin Nufail and his mother’s name was Hantama bint
Hashim.

His Holiness (aba) presented various narrations regarding Hazrat
Umar’s (ra) date of birth. Some are of the opinion that he was
born either four years before or four years after the Battle of
Fijar. There are other narrations which say that he was born in
583 A.D.

There is another narration which states that he accepted Islam in
6 A.H. when he was 24 years of age, which would mean he was
born in 590 A.D.
The fourth opinion regarding his birth is that he was born when
the Holy Prophet (sa) was around the age of 21 years.
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Hazrat Umar’s (ra) Acceptance of Islam
His Holiness (aba) said that the Holy
Prophet (sa) bestowed the title of
‘Farooq’ to Hazrat Umar (ra). Once,
Hazrat Umar (ra) was asked how he
received the title of Farooq.

Hazrat Umar (ra) replied that Hazrat
Hamzah (ra) accepted Islam three days
before him, and proceeded to narrate the
incident of Hazrat Hamzah’s (ra)
acceptance.

Hazrat Umar (ra) said that three days
after this, he received word that his
sister and brother-in-law had also
accepted Islam. He went to their home
and heard the Qur’an being recited
inside.

He knocked on the
door and when it
was opened, he
began hitting his
brother-in-law.
According to
another narration,
when his sister
stepped forward in
front of her
husband one of the
blows accidentally
landed on her.
Upon seeing the
blood, his temper
subsided. He then
asked to see the
book which was
being recited.
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Hazrat Umar’s (ra) Acceptance of Islam
His sister told him that he should first go and perform the
ablution. Once he had done so, he was given the Qur’an, and he
read verses 1-9 of Surah TaHa.

He then decided to accept
Islam and proceeded to
where the Holy Prophet (sa)
was. When he arrived,
Hazrat Hamzah (ra) who was
present there said that the
door should be opened; if he
had come with good
intentions they would
welcome him, and if he had
come with bad intentions
then they would kill him. The
Holy Prophet (sa) heard this
and came outside.

Upon this, Hazrat Umar (ra)
pronounced the declaration
of faith. Thereupon, all the
Companions (ra) loudly
exclaimed ‘Allah is the
Greatest.’ Hazrat Umar (ra)
then asked the Holy Prophet
(sa), whether Islam is the
true religion. The Holy
Prophet (sa) replied saying
of course it was. Then
Hazrat Umar (ra) asked that
if this was the case, why
were the Muslims still in
hiding.
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Hazrat Umar’s (ra) Acceptance of Islam
Upon this, the Muslims formed two
rows and marched out in the open
towards the Ka‘bah. When the
Quraish saw Hazrat Hamzah (ra) and
Hazrat Umar (ra) alongside the
Muslims, they were shocked.

Hazrat Umar (ra) was tall and
strongly built. Before his acceptance
of Islam, Hazrat Umar (ra) would
often win the wrestling matches held
at the famous Ukkaz festival.

Hazrat Umar (ra)
said that it was
from that day that
the Holy Prophet
(sa) gave him the
title of Farooq for
upon his
acceptance, Islam
was granted
strength and truth
was distinguished
from falsehood.

Hazrat Umar (ra) was also among those from the Quraish who
learned how to read and write.
At the time when the Holy Prophet (sa) was commissioned, there
were only about seventeen such people who knew how to read
and write.

Rightly Guided Caliphs-Hazrat Umar
(ra)
April 23rd
2021

Hazrat Umar’s (ra) Acceptance of Islam
Hazrat Umar (ra),
displayed some
spiritual faculties
even before his
acceptance of
Islam. When the
Muslims migrated
to Abysinnia, they
prepared to leave
before dawn so that
they would not be
bothered by the
Quraish. It was
common for the
chieftains of
Makkah

to walk through
the streets at
night to ensure
that no robberies
took place.
Hence, that
night, as Hazrat
Umar (ra) was
walking through
the streets, he
saw a house
which seemed to
have packed
everything in
preparation for a
long journey.

He approached
the house, and
asked one of the
Companions (ra)
what the matter
was? She was
straightforward in
her answer and
replied saying that
they were leaving
Makkah, because
he and his brother
did not allow the
Muslims to live
and worship
freely.

Hazrat Umar (ra) turned the other way out of pain for what he had
heard and said, ‘may God be your Protector’.
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Hazrat Umar’s (ra) Acceptance of Islam
The Holy Prophet (sa) also prayed
for Hazrat Umar (ra) to accept
Islam. The Holy Prophet (sa)
prayed that may God help Islam
with whomever was dearer to him;
either Umar bin al-Khattab or Amr
bin Hisham.
When Hazrat Umar (ra) accepted
Islam, the angel Gabriel came to
the Holy Prophet (sa) and said that
the heavens were pleased upon
Hazrat Umar’s (ra) acceptance of
Islam.

Once the Holy Prophet
(sa) was offering prayers
at the Ka‘bah. Hazrat
Umar (ra) wished to hear
what the Holy Prophet
(sa) was saying. When he
drew nearer, he heard the
Holy Prophet (sa) reciting
Surah ar-Rahman. This
recitation of the Holy
Qur’an melted Hazrat
Umar’s (ra) heart.

As the Holy Prophet (sa) left, Hazrat Umar (ra) followed him.
When the Holy Prophet (sa) realised that Hazrat Umar (ra) was
following him, and turned around, thinking that he had some bad
intentions. Instead, Hazrat Umar (ra) declared his belief in One
God and that Muhammad (sa) was His Messenger.
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Hazrat Umar’s (ra) Acceptance of Islam

His Holiness (aba) said
that there are various
narrations regarding
Hazrat Umar’s (ra)
acceptance of Islam. The
most prominent and oftrepeated is the incident
of when Hazrat Umar (ra),
set out with his sword to
kill the Holy Prophet (sa),

but along the way was
informed that his sister
had accepted Islam. He
then visited her, where he
heard the recitation of the
Holy Qur’an, which
melted his heart, and he
then went to the Holy
Prophet (sa) and
accepted Islam.

His Holiness (aba) said that we accept this incident to be
the most accurate.

