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Foreword

This book is a short biography of Hazrat Umme Haani (ra), one of the first cousins of our beloved Master, the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sas). Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) was the daughter of Hazrat Abu Taalib and the sister of Hazrat Ali (ra). This means that she had the honour of being raised in the same household as the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sas). In this way, she has a special place in the history of Islam. Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) was a humble and pious woman and possessed a high level of knowledge.

The book was written in Urdu by Naseera Syaal and translated by Hajra Ahmad. The team that worked in the preparation of this book includes Uzma Ahmad, Noma Samee, Hajra Ahmad, Ayesha Noor, and Naveed Ahmed Malik. We are also grateful to Haallah Ahmad (Shams) for preparing the Activities towards the end of the book. May Allah the Almighty reward them for their hard work and bless them in this world and in the hereafter. Aameen.

Munir-ud-Din Shams
Additional Wakeelut-Tasneef
London, July 2016 


Family Background

Our Beloved Master, the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sas), was of such a pure and holy nature that countless Arabs were drawn towards him, experiencing a spiritual rebirth at his hands. Among those righteous souls we find historical references to one influential person known as Umme Haani (ra). Her real name was Faakhtah, but some sources refer to her as Hind.

Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) was born to Hazrat Abu Taalib, son of Hazrat Abdul Muttalib, and Hazrat Faatimah (ra), daughter of Asad Bin Haashim.1 She was privileged to be the first cousin of the Holy Prophet (sas). Her father, Hazrat Abu Taalib, was the paternal uncle of the Holy Prophet (sas) and had raised him from the age of eight. Treating the Holy Prophet (sas) with utmost kindness and love, Hazrat Abu Taalib kept his cherished nephew close to him. Hazrat Abu Taalib was there for Prophet Muhammad (sas) in all circumstances. At the time of his declaration of prophethood, while the righteous accepted the Holy Prophet (sas) wholeheartedly, most of the Meccans forcefully opposed him. In these hard times, Hazrat Abu Taalib stood firm as the Holy Prophet’s (sas) protector against all enemies. Even though Hazrat Abu Taalib did not accept Islam openly, his actions showed that he believed in all of the virtues of Islam. His wife, Hazrat Faatimah (ra), and all his children gained spiritual fulfilment through Islam. In fact, his son Hazrat Ali (ra) eventually became the fourth Khalifah of Islam.




1 At-Tabaqaatul-Kubraa, Muhammad bin Sa‘d, Vol. 8, p. 266, Dhikru Banaati ‘Umoomati Rasoolillaah (sas)—Umme Haani, published by Daaru Ihyaa’it-Turaathil-‘Arabiyyi, Beirut (1996); see also Usdul-Ghaabati Fi Ma‘rifatil-Ashaab, ‘Aliyyubnu Muhammad Al-Jazriyyu, vol. 7, p. 420, Umme Haani binti Abi Taalib, published by Daarul-Fikr, Beirut (2003)



Special Status of Hazrat Umme Haani’s Mother

Hazrat Umme Haani’s (ra) mother, Faatimah (ra), was a very virtuous woman. She was the Holy Prophet’s (sas) aunt and had the honour of raising him as a child. The Holy Prophet Muhammad (sas) had a loving and respectful relationship with Hazrat Faatimah (ra). Allah blessed Hazrat Faatimah (ra) with such immense wisdom and intellect that she immediately accepted Islam when the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sas) announced his prophethood. Hazrat Faatimah’s (ra) heart was full of devotion for Almighty Allah. At the time of her death, the Holy Prophet (sas) sat by her body and said in grief:

Oh my dear mother! May Allah shower you with His mercy. You were like a mother to me after my own. You let me eat to my heart’s content while you yourself remained hungry. You dressed me in the finest of clothing but kept your attire ordinary. You refrained yourself from fine foods but served them to me. Without a doubt, you did this purely for the pleasure of Allah, aiming for prosperity in the hereafter.

Hazrat Faatimah (ra) also attained a great honour from Allah that no other woman received. At the time of her funeral rites, the Holy Prophet ((sas) himself poured the camphor-infused water over her body. The Holy Prophet (sas) handed over his own shirt to cover her body and provided the funeral shroud to wrap over her. When the grave was ready, the Holy Prophet (sas) prepared the grave and scooped the dirt out from the ground with his own blessed hands. After the Holy Prophet (sas) prepared the grave, he laid her down in the grave, and prayed for her to be forgiven of all her sins and shown mercy by Allah the Almighty. Finally, the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sas) led her funeral prayers and lowered her body into the ground.1

Hazrat Faatimah (ra) had four sons and three daughters. Her sons were named Hazrat ‘Aqeel (ra), Hazrat Ja‘far (ra), Hazrat Ali (ra) and Hazrat Taalib (ra). Besides Hazrat Umme Haani (ra), her other daughters were Hazrat Jamaanah (ra) and Hazrat Rabtah (ra). Her children inherited their parents’ good qualities.2




1 Al-Mu‘jamul-Kabeer lit-Tabraani, Vol. 24, pp. 351–352, Faatimah bint Asad ibn Haashim, Daaru Ihyaa’it-Turaathil-‘Arabiyyi, Beirut (1996)

2 At-Tabaqaatul-Kubraa, Muhammad bin Sa‘d, Vol. 8, p. 361, Tasmiyatun-Nisaa’il-Muslimaatil-Mubaaya‘aat Faatimah, Daaru Ihyaa’it-Turaathil-‘Arabiyyi, Beirut (1996)



Marriage & Children

Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) was married to Hubairah Bin Makhzam, who was a renowned poet among the Quraish. He never embraced Islam, and at the time of Makkah’s conquest, he fled to Najran and remained a non-believer.1 Almighty Allah gifted Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) with four sons: Hazrat Haani (ra), Hazrat Amrra, Hazrat Ja‘dah (ra), and Hazrat Yousuf (ra). As was common at the time, her name was connected to her eldest son (Mother of Haani (ra)). All four accepted Islam and served their faith throughout their lives.2 Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) entered the fold of Islam at the time of Makkah’s conquest. However, some sources suggest that she had accepted Islam earlier but did not let anyone know.




1 Al-Isti‘aabu Fi Ma‘rifatil-Ashaab, Vol. 4, pp. 517–518, Sunan-Nisaa’i Umme Haani bint Abi Taalib, Daarul-Kutubil-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut (2002)

2 Al-Istee‘aab Fi Ma‘rifatil-Ashaab, Vol. 4, p. 518, Sunan-Nisaa’i Umme Haani bint Abi Taalib, Daarul-Kutubil-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut (2002); see also Al-Isaabah Fi Tameezis-Sahaabah, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali Hajar Al-‘Asqalaani, vol. 4, p. 576, ‘Amr ibn Hubairah, Daarul-Kutubil-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut (2002)



Love for the Holy Quran

When in Makkah, she would listen eagerly to the words of the Holy Quran. She once said, ‘We used to hear the Holy Prophet ((sas) recite from the Holy Quran at night, from the rooftop of my home near the Ka‘bah.’1 Her devotion to the Holy Prophet ((sas) is evident in an incident at the time of Makkah’s conquest. The Holy Prophet ((sas) was paying her a visit and after drinking some juice, he offered the remainder to her. She said, ‘I am fasting but I don’t want to refuse you.’ The Holy Prophet ((sas) replied, ‘If you are making up a [missed] fast from Ramadan, you could make it up some other day, however, if it is merely a voluntary fast, then breaking it is up to you.’2 This narration not only proves her immense dedication and love for the Holy Prophet ((sas), but also indicates that she fasted and had accepted Islam before the conquest of Makkah.




1 Musnad al-Imaam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Vol. 8, p. 689, Umme Haani bint Abi Taalib, Hadith No. 27433, ‘Aalamul-Kutub, Beirut (1998)

2 Musnad al-Imaam Ahmad bin Hanbal, Vol. 8, p. 692, Umme Haani bint Abi Taalib, Hadith No. 27448/27449, ‘Aalamul- Kutub, Beirut (1998)



Steadfastness

Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) accepted Allah and His Messenger (sas) wholeheartedly with pure intentions and remained steadfast.

Even though her husband deserted her for accepting Islam, no worldly force or relation could budge her from her beliefs. She was left with the sole responsibility of raising her four children and educating them. However, she handled the situation with unwavering courage and commitment, and held on to Almighty Allah. Hazrat Umme Haani’s (ra) husband, who was a distinguished poet, warned her through his poetry about the adversities that came with accepting Islam. He tried to convince her that following the religion of the Prophet (sas) entailed merely a tough life of hunger and homelessness, but Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) truly believed that it was the right path.


Special Honours

At the time of Makkah’s conquest, Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) had an honour that no other female companion of the Prophet (sas) ever received. The Holy Prophet (sas) went to Hazrat Umme Haani’s (ra) home and performed eight voluntary rak‘aat of prayer in gratitude. It was the time of optional, late-morning prayers. Umme Haani (ra) narrates, ‘I had never seen the Holy Prophet perform such a short salat, however he performed his prayer and prostrations in a very peaceful and content manner.’ Further, she also had the honour of the Holy Prophet (sas) dining at her home and complimenting her cooking. The food he ate consisted of pieces of dry flat bread soaked in water and drizzled with vinegar instead of a sauce. The Holy Prophet (sas) said, ‘O Umme Haani, vinegar is the best sauce; the household that keeps vinegar, is never poor.’1

Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) also had the distinguished honour of the Holy Prophet (sas) resting at her home on the evening of his (sas) Spiritual Night Journey, which is called Israa.’ Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) narrates:

That day after performing ‘Ishaa prayers, the Holy Prophet (sas) slept in our home. After Fajr prayers, he said, ‘Oh Umme Haani (ra), I went to Baitul-Muqaddas and prayed there, and afterwards I performed my morning prayers with you.’

Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) advised him, ‘Do not tell people about this or they will call you a liar.’ To this the Holy Prophet (sas) replied, ‘By God! I will tell people for sure.’ Later, when the Holy Prophet (sas) informed others about the Night Journey, they were amazed by it.2

The Night Journey of the Holy Prophet (sas) was not a physical journey, but rather a spiritual journey in which Allah showed him things that no other human being had ever seen. This miracle is mentioned in the Holy Quran as followings:

Glory be to Him who took His servant along by night from the Sacred Mosque to the Distant Mosque, the environs of which We have blessed… (Surah Bani Israa’eel, 17:2)

In this vision, the Archangel Jibraa’eel [Gabriel] brought a heavenly creature to the Holy Prophet (sas) and told him to mount it. The creature looked like a beautiful white horse and it was called al-Buraaq. Once mounted, the creature took flight and carried the Holy Prophet (sas) to the holy city of Jerusalem. In this sacred and holy place, the Holy Prophet (sas) led congregational prayers in which all the other Prophets of God that had come before him stood in congregation behind him.

Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) also took part in the Battle of Khyber with the Holy Prophet (sas). He granted her food grains worth forty camel loads from the bounty won in the battle.3




1 As-Seeratul-Halabiyyah, Abil-Farj Nooruddeen ‘Ali bin Ibraaheem, Vol. 3, p. 134, Baab Dhikru Maghaazihi Fathu Makkata Sharrafahallaahu Ta‘aalaa, Daarul-Kutubil-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut (2002)

2 At-Tabaqaatul-Kubraa, Muhammad bin Sa‘d, Vol. 1, p. 103, Dhikru Lailatin Usriya bi-Rasoolillaahi Ilaa Baitil-Muqaddas, Daaru Ihyaa’it-Turaathil-‘Arabiyy, Beirut (1996)

3 At-Tabaqaatul-Kubraa, Muhammad bin Sa‘d, Vol. 8, p. 266, Dhikru Banaati ‘Umoomati Rasoolillaah (sas) - Umme Haani, published by Daaru Ihyaa’it-Turaathil-‘Arabiyy, Beirut (1996)



Honour & Respect Granted by the Holy Prophet (sas)

Since the age of ignorance, women had the right to give shelter to the captive and the oppressed. Keeping that in mind, our beloved master, Prophet Muhammad (sas), guarded the status of Muslim women and their dignity, and gave them permission to harbour one or two men. Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) had a loving and respecting relationship with her in-laws. She gave asylum to two men, from her husband’s family, who had been ordered for execution. The Holy Prophet (sas) accepted her decision. Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) narrates this incident as follows:

When the Messenger (sas) of Allah set his mobile military camp on the upper side of Makkah, two men from Banu Makhzoom ran towards me. My brother Alira bin Abi Taalib entered right behind them and declared that he swore by God to kill them! I closed the front door and told him that I gave them my protection. Then I went to the Holy Prophet (sas), who said, ‘O Umme Haani, welcome! What brings you here?’ I told him about the incident of the two men and Ali entering my house. The Holy Prophet (sas) said, ‘Whosoever is under your asylum is protected by me; Ali (ra) will not kill them.’1

This episode made the companions of the Prophet (sas) recognize Hazrat Umme Haani’s (ra) honour and prestige because the Holy Prophet (sas) respected her and held her in high esteem. The Holy Prophet Muhammad (sas) had a lot of affection for Hazrat Umme Haani (ra). He would console her, be aware of her circumstances and often showed her love and kindness by visiting her. Once he said to her, ‘Umme Haani (ra)! Take a goat; it is a blessed animal.’2

Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) was also blessed to have the youngest daughter of the Holy Prophet (sas), Hazrat Faatimah (ra), as her brother’s Ali’s (ra) wife. This gave Hazrat Ali (ra) the honour of becoming the son-in-law of the Holy Prophet (sas). Hazrat Umme Haani’s (ra) closeness to the Holy Prophet (sas) increased even more. She took special care about the comfort of the Holy Prophet (sas). Some references suggest that when her children were younger, she did not visit the Holy Prophet (sas) that often. Once, Hazrat Abbaas (ra) [her Uncle] mentioned to her that the Holy Prophet (sas) was inquiring about her. She said, ‘My children are young; I don’t want them to annoy or disturb him.’




1 Al-Mu‘jamul-Kabir lit-Tabraani, Vol. 24, pp. 416 & 420, Abu Murrata Maulaa Aqeel ‘An Umme Haani, Daaru Ihyaa’it- Turaathil-‘Arabiyyi, Beirut (1996)

2 Musnad al-Imaam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Vol. 8, p. 691, Umme Haani bint Abi Taalib, Hadith No. 27441, ‘Aalamul-Kutub, Beirut (1998)



Moral Qualities

Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) was a simple and good-natured woman. She inherited a gift for modesty and hospitality from her mother. She was captivated by her love for Allah and had an absolute God-consciousness and reliance on Allah. She faced countless hardships in her life with extreme patience and courage, never uttering a single word of complaint. She inherited her intellect and aptitude for literature from her father. She engaged in deep analyses of the Holy Quran, and had great interest in Fiqh, investigating numerous issues. Similarly, she directly inquired of the Holy Prophet (sas) about the deeper meaning of some of the verses from Quran.


Wisdom & Knowledge

In Makkah, Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) had a reputation among the women of Quraish, but especially among the Haashmi women, of being a wise and intellectual woman, and a good counsellor. Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) had a high level of knowledge and narrated around forty-six ahaadeeth. Her narrated ahaadeeth are found in Sihaah Sittah, the six most authentic books of hadith.1 Her son, Hazrat Ja‘dah (ra) and grandson Haaroon (ra) have also narrated ahaadeeth referencing her.2 One such lovely hadith is narrated by Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) in which there is a message and guidance for all Muslim women and girls in reference to Hazrat Ayesha (ra):

Translation: Umme Haanira narrates that the Holy Prophetsaw said, ‘O Ayesha (ra)! The Holy Quran and knowledge should be your Shi‘aar.’3

Meaning, you should have such attachment with the Quran and knowledge that nothing else should be more precious or close to you (Shi‘aar is the piece of garment that is close to the body).’

Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) was a humble and chaste woman. As she grew older and her body weakened, she was concerned that she was not able to do justice to worshipping Allah. She took her concern to the Holy Prophet (sas) and asked him, ‘I am old now and feel weak walking around; give me some prayers that I could recite when seated.’ The Holy Prophet (sas) replied, ‘Recite subhaanAllah 100 times, alhamdulillah 100 times, Allahu Akbar 100 times, and Laa Ilaaha Illallaahu 100 times.’4 In this way, she kept busy in the remembrance of Allah.




1 Al-Isaabatu Fi Tameezis-Sahaabah, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali Hajar Al-‘Asqalaani, vol. 8, p. 486, Fi-Man ‘Urifa bil-Kunniyyati Minan-Nisaa’i Umme Haani, Daarul-Kutubil-’Ilmiyyah, Beirut (2002)

2 Al-Isaabatu Fi Tameezis-Sahaabah, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali Hajar Al-‘Asqalaani, Vol. 8, p. 486, Fi Man ‘Urifa bil-Kunniyyati Minan-Nisaa’i Umme Haani, Daarul-Kutubil-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut (2002)

3 At-Tareequl-Aslam, Urdu Commentary of Musnad al-Imaamil-A‘zam, Muhammad Zafar Iqbaal, Kitaabul-‘Ilm, p. 126, Maktabah Rahmaaniyyah

4 Musnad al-Imaam Ahmad ibn Hanbal, Vol. 8, p. 693, Umme Haani bint Abi Taalib, Hadith No. 27450, ‘Aalamul-Kutub, Beirut (1998)



Demise of Hazrat Umme Haani (ra)

By the grace of Almighty Allah, Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) lived a long life and witnessed the blessed terms of all four Khulafaa-e-Raashideen. The four Khulafaa-e-Raashideen, Companions of the Prophet (sas), and other scholars held her in high esteem. They respected her because she was respected by the Holy Prophet (sas). Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) held this honour till her last breath.

Whosoever enters this finite world, has to depart one day or another, whether it is a prophet or a righteous person, blessed and beloved. Death is a law of nature. Hazrat Umme Haani (ra) lived even after the demise of her brother Hazrat Ali’sra. In the year 50 Hijrah, during the reign of Ameer Mu‘aawiyah (ra), Umme Haani (ra) met her Maker. May Allah be pleased with her and may He grant her a place among the righteous. May He give us the opportunity to follow in the footsteps of blessed personalities such as Hazrat Umme Haani (ra). Ameen.1




1 Al-Isaabatu Fi Tameezis-Sahaabah, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali Hajar Al-‘Asqalaani, Vol. 8, p. 486, Fi Man ‘Urifa bil-Kunniyyati Minan-Nisaa’i Harful-Haa’, Daarul-Kutubil-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut (2002); see also Sharhul-‘Allaamatiz-Zarqaani ‘Alal-Mawaahibil-ladunniyyah li-‘Allaamatil-Qustalaaniyy, Vol. 3, p. 445, Baabu Ghazwatil-Fathil-A‘zam, Daarul-Kutubil-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut (1996); see also Taareekhul-Islaam Wa Wafiyyaatul-Mashaaheeri Wal-A‘laam, Shamsuddeen Abu ‘Abdullaah Dhahbi, Vol. 4, p. 178
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