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This verse embodies a promise that Muslims will be vouchsafed 
both spiritual and temporal leadership. The promise is made 
to whole Muslim nation but the institution of Khilafat will take 
a palpable form in the person of certain individuals who will 
be the prophet’s successors and representatives of the whole 
nation. They will be, as it were, Khalifa personified. The verse 
further says that the fulfilment of this promise will depend on 
the Muslims observing the Prayer and giving the Zakat and on 
their obeying the Messenger of God in all religious and temporal 
matters concerning the nation. When they will have fulfilled these 
conditions, the boon of Khilafat will be bestowed upon them and 
they will be made the leaders of nations; their state of fear will 
give place to a condition of safety and security, Islam will regain 
supreme position in the world, and above all the Oneness and 
Unity of God –the real purpose and object of Islam-will become 
firmly established.



  Jan - Mar 2014     ISMA‘IL           3

The promise of the establishment Khilafat is clear and unmistakable. 
As the Holy Prophet (pbuh) is now humanity’s sole guide for all 
time, his Khalifa must continue to exist in one form or another in 
the world till the end of time, all other Khalifats having ceased 
to exist. This is among many others the Holy Prophet’s (pbuh) 
distinct superiority over all other Prophets and Messengers of 
God. Our age has witnessed his greatest spiritual Khalifa in the 
person of Ahmad, the Promised Messiah.

The Qur’an has mentioned three kinds of Khulafa: 1) Khulafa who 
are prophets such as Adam.2) Prophets who are the Khalifa of 
another prophet, such as the Israelite prophets. 3) Non- Prophet 
Khulafa of a Prophet, with or without temporal powers, such as 
godly learned in the Law

The special marks and characteristics of these Khulafa are:
a) they are appointed Khalifa through God’s decree in the 
sense that the hearts of believers become inclined towards them 
and they voluntarily accept them as their Khalifa
b) the religion, which their mission is to serve, becomes firmly 
established through their prayers and missionary efforts.
c) They enjoy equanimity and peace of mind amidst hardships, 
privation or persecution, which nothing can disturb.
d) They worship God alone i.e. in discharge of their 
responsibilities they fear no one and they carry on their duties 
undaunted and without being discouraged or dismayed by the 
difficulties that stand in their way.

This verse also signifies that Khilafat is a great Divine blessing  
without it there can be no solidarity, cohesion and unity among 
Muslims and therefore they can make no real progress without it. 
If Muslims do not show proper appreciation of Khilafat by giving 
un-stinted support and obedience to their Khalifa, they will forfeit 
this Divine boon and in addition will draw the displeasure of God 
upon themselves.    
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Try to Remove Evil
Narrated by Ḥaḍrat Abū Sa‘īd, Allāh be pleased with him: I heard the Prophet of Allāh 
(peace be on him and the blessings of Allāh) say: “Whoever of you sees something 
repugnant to morals or faith, he should change it by his hand. If he has not the strength 
to do so, then he should do by the word of mouth. And if he cannot do so, then dislike 
it at heart (and endeavor to reform through prayer), but he would say that this was the 
weakest of faith.” (Muslim)

Explanatory Note:
This Ḥadīth outlines a special field, out of the many fields of jihād. It pertains to national, 
family and individual reformation. The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allāh be 
on him) says that many religious and moral evils grow because people connive at their 
sight and fail to take any oral or practical measures of reformation, the result being that 
the evil becomes wide spread, the bad example of one man infects scores of others. It 
does not stop at that; the natural fear of evil begins to disappear and to lose its hold on 
the hearts of men. It is easily comprehensible by every person that in addition to the 
deterrent of law, there are the other two great methods of dealing with evil in society. 
One of these is the supervision and advice of the elders and the virtuous, which is a 
great means of keeping weak-minded elements firm. The other means is the fear of evil 
that the weight of public opinion inspires. This serves to keep a large number of people 
in wholesome check, saving them from going wrong. For instance, a child begins to go 
wrong through falling in with bad company. But timely control or counsel of his parents 
or some other virtuous elders checks his fall. Or an individual begins having ideas 
inclining him to a particular evil but the weight of social pressure and fear of losing face 
in public opinion keeps him from slipping. Even in the absence of practical supervision 
or verbal counseling, the silent prayers of virtuous people go a long way in reforming 
peoples and families. Through this Ḥadīth, the Holy Prophet (peace of Allāh be on 
him and His blessings) aims at mobilizing all the three reformative factors, so that the 
door to social evils is closed to the Muslims and instead, the road to virtuous activity 
is opened wide. There are many in the world who fail to stir even their little finger in 
protest against a near relation, a friend or a neighbor openly indulging in anti-religious 
or immoral activity, because they do not want to hurt feelings or would not want to 
involve themselves in a controversy or they do not feel concerned about the personal 
morals of anybody else. Evil takes root before their very eyes, grows from a sapling 
into a plant and from a plant into a tree but they stay unmoved, little realizing, through 
stupidity, that a fire that has gutted the house of their neighbor today, might spread far 
enough to destroy their own house tomorrow. Little doubt therefore, that our Chief, the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allāh be on him) has laid down this profound and 
wise injunction that one should not be a disinterested spectator of the fire of evil and sit 
in one’s environment, but should hasten to put down the fire raging in the neighbor’s 
premises and then save one’s own house from the range of its destructiveness. He 
divided this instructional effort into three parts. Firstly, if someone has the necessary 
power, he should put down evil by his hand.
Secondly, if he has not the power to do so, he should try to eliminate it by word of 
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mouth and if he cannot do even this, he should at least condemn it at heart.

It should be remembered that the injunction to put down evil by hand does not mean 
that unconcerned people should be subjected to the use of force or of arms. In fact it 
means that those who are in a position to prevent evil by the strength of their arms, it 
is their duty to do so. As, for instance, a father, seeing a son going the wrong way or an 
officer, seeing a subordinate going the wrong or evil way, are duty bound to counteract 
this evil tendency by the use of their legitimate authority. Preventing by word of mouth 
means counseling or if necessary, admonishing. Prevention through condemnation at 
heart, does not merely mean keeping silent and entertaining a passive feeling of disgust 
at heart.

The Holy Prophet (peace of Allāh be on him and His blessings) has used the words 
“transforming or preventing through the feeling of the heart” which cannot be fully 
implemented by a mere passive feeling of disgust. It means, in fact, a heartfelt prayer 
which is a proven means of reformation. The Holy Prophet (blessings of Allāh be on 
him and His peace) means to say that in the event of a man being unable to prevent 
evil by the strength of his arm or even by means of word of mouth, he should at least 
make an effort at reformation, through his heartfelt prayer. The observation of the Holy 
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allāh be on him) that the effort to reform through a 
feeling of the heart is the weakest variety of faith, means that it is a weak line to leave 
the matter solely to prayer. The true soldier of God is one who, in addition to his prayer 
makes use of the other available means created by God. One who is contented with 
prayer and does pretty little else to checkmate evil through practical measures has, 
in fact, not understood the philosophy of the reformation of the human self. Prayer 
has, undoubtedly, a great power. But effective prayer is one accompanied by visible 
practical effort, so that one may be the recipient of God’s grace, not only through oral 
activity but also through practical action. All true Muslims should, therefore follow 
this august saying of the Holy Prophet (peace of Allāh be on him and His blessings). If 
they see some of their relations or friends or subordinates commit a wrong, they should 
prevent them by their hand, and if one whom they cannot so prevent by the means of 
their hands, is going wrong, or there is the fear of use of hands in his case leading to 
trouble, they should prevent him through verbal advice and counseling. But, if, because 
of their own lack of courage or because of fear of trouble, it is not possible for them to 
act in either way, they should at least fight the evils through heartfelt prayer. If Muslims 
adopt these measures, the face and future of the country will be changed in a very short 
time; they are so effective and of such great practical value and benefit. But those who 
quietly contemplate the spectacle of evil, and sit back passively, cannot be termed true 
Muslims.
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Steadfastness of the Holy Prophet (sa)

That Prophet is superior to all other Prophets who is the great Instructor of the 
world, that is to say, he at whose hands the great corruption of the world was 
reformed and who re-established on the earth the Unity of God which had been 
lost and had disappeared. He overcame all false religions by proof and argument 
and removed the doubts of every misguided one. He provided the true means 
of salvation by teaching the right principles for which it was not necessary to 
crucify an innocent person, or to remove God from His true and eternal station 
and to put Him in the womb of a woman. Thus, his beneficence and his grace 
exceed those of everyone else and his rank is higher than all. History points out, 
and the heavenly Book is a witness, and those who have eyes are able to ob-
serve, that the Prophet who is thus established as superior to all other Prophets 
is Muhammad, the chosen one [peace and blessings of Allah be on him].  
[Brahin-e-Ahmadiyya, Ruhani Khaza’in, Vol. 1, p. 97, footnote 6]

It is worthy of note how steadfastly the Holy Prophet [peace and blessings of 
Allah be on him] adhered to his claim of Prophethood right till the end, despite 
thousands of dangers and hundreds of thousands of opponents and obstructers 
and threats. For years, he endured misfortunes and hardships which increased 
daily and rendered success apparently hopeless, and by enduring which pa-

From 
The Writings 
of The 
Promised 
Messiah (as)
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tiently he had not in mind the achievement of any worldly purpose. On the 
contrary, by putting forward his claim of Prophethood, he lost what he had and 
purchased a hundred thousand contentions and invited a thousand calamities 
to overtake him. He was expelled from his home, was pursued by slayers, lost 
his home and all it contained and was poisoned several times. Those who were 
his well-wishers began to wish him ill and those who were his friends turned 
into enemies. For a long period, he had to bear hardships, to be steadfast under 
which was not possible for a cunning impostor. When after a long time Islam 
became supreme, the Holy Prophet collected no wealth for himself, nor did he 
raise any structure, nor did he seek any means of comfort or luxury, nor did he 
derive any personal benefit from anything. Whatever came to hand was spent in 
taking care of the poor, the orphans, the widows and those burdened with debt. 
He never ate his fill. He was so straightforward that by his plain speaking and 
his preaching of the Unity of God, he made enemies of all the peoples of the 
world who were sunk in paganism. He converted his own people into enemies 
first of all, by forbidding them idol worship. He upset the Jews for he stopped 
them from indulging in diverse types of creature worship and exaltation of their 
divines and from misconduct. He stopped hem from denying and insulting Jesus 
which caused hem great heart burning, and they became his bitter enemies, 
and began to cast about for means of destroying him. In the same way, he an-
noyed the Christians for he denied the godhead of Jesus and his being the son 
of God, and denied his being the crucified saviour. The fire worshippers and the 
star worshippers were also annoyed with him for they were also forbidden to 
worship their deities. The Unity of God was proclaimed as the sole means of at-
taining salvation. Were these the ways of winning the world? 
[Brahin-e-Ahmadiyya, Ruhani Khaza’in, Vol. 1 pp. 108-109]

The Holy Prophet [peace and blessings of Allah be on him] was straightforward 
and was ready to lay down his life for God, and turned wholly away from any 
hope or fear of people, and put his trust wholly in God, and being devoted to the 
will and pleasure of God, he cared not what calamities he would have to endure 
through preaching the Unity of God and what hardships might be inflicted upon 
him by the pagans. He endured every hardship and carried out the command-
ments of his Lord, and fulfilled all the conditions called for by his preaching and 
admonition, and attached no importance to any threat that was held out to him. 
I say truly that of all the Prophets there was none who put his full trust in God 
on all occasions of danger. 
[Brahin-e-Ahmadiyya, Ruhani Khaza’in, Vol. 1 pp. 111-112]
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Ahmadiyyat - The Unification of Muslims

“There is a section amongst the Muslims who follow, without thought or reason, the so-
called religious clergy whose work it is to create disorder—and thus are those who oppose 
Ahmadiyyat. The large majority of them are unconnected with religion. They only offer the 
‘Eid prayers, or if anything they may, from time to time, offer the Friday prayers. Others are 
such, who despite disliking any kind of strictness or harshness in religion, and despite abhor-
ring the edicts of Takfeer (excluding others out of the fold of Islam) by these religious leaders, 
are silent, due to their fear. Yet, there is also a denomination of people who, despite having 
little knowledge of Islam or religion, desire that the objections and criticisms leveled against 
Islam and Muslims should be responded to and halted and for the opponents of Islam to be 
rendered speechless. It is their longing that all the sects within Islam should unite as one and 
challenge the opponents of Islam and Dajjaliyyat (the Anti-Christ). Within this group are the 
Muslims of India, Pakistan, Arab countries and also Muslims living in other areas. Amongst 
them, those who wish to know Islam only by the name of Islam, rather than by any sect, raise 
an objection against Jama’at Ahmadiyya (the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community). They raise 
this question at various occasions, that is it the case that there was a shortage of sects in Islam, 
that you have now formed a new sect? They say to us that if you are sympathetic towards 
Islam, then you should try to alleviate Islam from sectarian divisions.

 First of all, I would like to offer my thanks to those people who raise such questions that at 

Friday Sermon 
December 2nd 2011

Delivered  by 

Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih V (aba) 
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least they have considered us a sect of Islam and consider us as Muslims. Without thought and 
reason, they do not hurl edicts of Takfeer. I will say to them that according to the prophecy 
of the Holy Prophet (saw), and in exact accordance with God’s own promises, Allah the Al-
mighty, displaying his mercy upon the Muslim Ummah, sent Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
(as) of Qadian as the Promised Messiah and the Imam Mahdi. He was sent by God Almighty 
for the very purpose of eradicating sectarianism. The Muslims who enter Jama’at Ahmadi-
yya have come from different sects of Islam. They convey the Salam (greetings of peace) of 
the Holy Prophet (saw) to the Promised Messiah (as) and eradicate sectarianism. They enter 
Jama’at Ahmadiyya for the sole reason, to be enabled to practice the true and real teachings 
of Islam. Allah the Almighty bestows His Grace and Blessings upon them and opens their 
eye of discernment. As such, they left sectarianism altogether, and instead adopted the true 
Islam. They came into the fold of that Hakam and Adl (Judge and Arbiter) regarding whom 
the Holy Prophet (saw) had prophesied. They do this so that the wrong rituals customs, teach-
ings and also innovations which are prevalent in different sects, should be seen instead in light 
of the true teachings of the Holy Qur’an. They also do this so that these should be followed 
in light of the true teachings of the Holy Qur’an. Purely as a result of the Promised Messiah 
(as) presenting the true teachings of Islam, and also because of the moral training he provided, 
Jama’at Ahmadiyya considers every person who recites the Kalima (the Muslim creed) as a 
Muslim, in accordance with the commands of Allah and his Messenger. For any person to be 
a Muslim, it is sufficient that he recites “There is none worthy of worship except Allah and 
Muhammad (saw) is His messenger.” This has been verified by the Hadith. But in contrast, 
observe the other sects. Every single one of them raises edicts of Takfeer against other sects.

In short, the misconception of those who have a deep concern and heart-felt pain for Islam 
that Jama’at Ahmadiyya has laid the foundation for fresh disorder by forming a new sect 
amongst the Muslims, who are already divided into so many sects, is an outcome of a lack 
of knowledge of the Qur’an and the Hadith. Study the literature of any other sect. You will 
find a huge collection of edicts of Takfeer within it. In contrast, if you study the literature of 
Jama’at Ahmadiyya, you will find therein a defense against the attacks of the non-Muslims 
against Islam. You will find therein the request to the Muslims, to save your selves’ from this 
poison of hurling edicts, and instead become fully engaged in the service of Islam. Or you 
will find within them, what we need to do to discharge the rights due to Allah and the rights 
due to mankind. Or you will find within our literature the emphasis of what we need to do 
to achieve love, affection, peace and reconciliation in the world, and what efforts we need 
to make to extinguish the fires of hatred. Or you will find therein what the true status of the 
companions (Sahaba) of the Holy Prophet (saw) was; that every single one of the companions 
was a brilliant star worthy of being followed. Every one of those companions had their own 
respective status. Therefore, within the literature of Jama’at Ahmadiyya are found these beau-
tiful aspects, rather than edicts of Takfeer.
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As I stated, there is a huge collection of edicts of Takfeer within these sects. Take any book of 
edicts of any other sect, and you will find edicts of Takfeer against each other in their books. 
This latter point that I mentioned regarding what the status of the companions is, is the topic 
that I select here. If we observe, there are two major groups in Islam, which are further di-
vided into sects; Shia and Sunni. Both Shia and Sunni have acted unjustly and have gone to 
extremes. In doing so, they have not held back from lowering the status of the companions; 
those companions who made immense sacrifices in the earlier period at the time of the Holy 
Prophet (saw). Because of this extreme stance, they also raise edicts of Takfeer at present, 
and they go on raising such edicts. If one of these denominations has adopted an extreme ap-
proach, raising the status of Hadhrat Ali (ra) and Hadhrat Hussain (ra) in an extraordinarily 
enhanced way, and in comparison, have striven to lower the status of the other companions in 
an extremely unjust way; the other people have done no less. Then, even within these major 
groups, there are further sectarian divides, as I mentioned. And this sectarianism has created a 
new wave of disorder. In short, it would appear, that the result of all of this is to, God forbid, 
present Islam as extreme, in which edicts of Kufr (disbelief) are hurled against one another, 
and as a religion which spreads and creates disorder. But as I have just explained, Jama’at 
Ahmadiyya has a most beautiful objective. It is to present the beautiful image of Islam. That 
is why to perceive the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community in the same way as the other Muslims 
groups and sects, is a grave injustice against Jama’at Ahmadiyya.

Nowadays, we are passing through the month of Muharram. Every year we pass through this 
month. In those countries where we find a large population of Shias and Sunnis, we witness 
during this month of Muharram loss of life and property on both sides. Whether it is Pakistan, 
or whether it is Iraq, or whether it is any other country for that matter, in every direction we 
find disorder of some sort in Muharram, and loss of life and property is suffered. Although 
harm to life and property has become an everyday routine, however, during the month of Mu-
harram in particular, this intensifies. As I stated that these people have accumulated a huge 
assortment of edicts of Takfeer against each other. When I researched into this, a vast collec-
tion of material was gathered. However, as some of these edicts are so obnoxious and vile, I 
do not even want to present any of these by way of example here.

Today, I only want to present the wise statements of the Hakam and Adl (the Judge and 
Arbiter) of this time, the Promised Messiah and Imam Mahdi (as), regarding the Khulafa-e-
Rashideen (the Rightly Guided Khulafa), the Sahaba Akraam (the noble companions) and 
also Hadhrat Imam Hussain (ra) and Hadhrat Ali (ra). From this comes to light the most 
beautiful manner in which the Promised Messiah (as) endeavored to uproot the foundation of 
disorder. When I had his statements in this regard collected together, they reached hundreds 
of pages long. At this time, however, taking into account the time, I shall only present but a 
few examples of his statements. There are various people in Jama’at Ahmadiyya who have 
done the Bai’at (the pledge of allegiance) having come from different sects of Islam, and who 
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have not yet been trained properly. To listen to these statements is essential for them as well. 
Also for those people who I gave the example of, before them I shall present the statements of 
the Promised Messiah (as). These are those who at times watch MTA or perhaps even listen 
to a Friday Sermon from time to time and take interest in the Jama’at, or are sympathetic and 
compassionate towards Islam; but in their minds a question may simmer that Jama’at Ah-
madiyya is perhaps also a sect that is similar to other ordinary sects of Islam. By presenting 
the statements of the Promised Messiah (as) before them they will also come to know that the 
Promised Messiah (as) came to unite all the sects of Islam as one, and to free everyone from 
all types of excesses.

The Promised Messiah (as) was commissioned by God Almighty to unite all the Muslims as 
one. He was given a revelation by God that ‘All Muslims, who live on the Earth, unite them 
under one faith’. Therefore, the Promised Messiah (as) came to eradicate sectarianism and 
to unite all Muslims at one hand and at one faith. In this context, I shall present certain state-
ments of the Promised Messiah (as). First of all, I shall present the Promised Messiah (as)’s 
extract before you in which he speaks about the Khulafa-e-Rashideen (the Rightly Guided 
Khulafa), how we should tread on their path, and that doing so is the mark of a believer and 
a Muslim. 

The Promised Messiah (as) says: ‘I know that no person can be a Mu’min (a true believer) or 
a Muslim until he adopts a characteristic like that of Abu Bakr, Umar, Uthman and Ali (may 
Allah be pleased with them all).
They did not love the world; rather they had dedicated their lives in the way of Allah the Ex-
alted.’ With respect to the rank and status of the rightly guided Khulafa, the Promised Mes-
siah (as), in ‘Sirrul Khalafa’, page 328 states; (I am providing the page number here for the 
reason that this is an Arabic book. This morning I gave the page number and reference to the 
Arabic translators so that they could easily translate this. For, if the original words of the lan-
guage used by the Promised Messiah (as) are presented, it will have a greater effect upon the 
Arabs; although the translators cannot reach that level of the language of the Promised Mes-
siah (as), even if they are Arabic speaking originally). In any case, as the Promised Messiah 
(as) says:  ‘By God, these noble Khulafa are those who for the Chief of all Creation (saw)’s 
support and help did not even hesitate from risking death. For the sake of God Almighty, they 
accepted being separated and completely cut off from their parents and their children. For 
the sake of God the Exalted, they took up fights with their friends. For the sake of Allah the 
Almighty, they sacrificed their persons and their properties. In spite of this, they remained 
embarrassed and aggrieved, that they did not reach the excellence of what was due to them. 
They were often unfamiliar with the comfort of sleep, and they did not care at all about their 
own well-being and nor did they seek sanctuary or ease. How then did you assume that these 
people were unfair, oppressive, unjust and cruel? Whereas it is proven regarding them that 
they were not inclined to avarice.
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They remained wholly submitted before the divine threshold. They were the people who ab-
sorbed themselves completely in God’. Thus, it has been explained that the Khulafa-e-Rash-
ideen (the rightly guided Khulafa) sacrificed everything that they had for the Holy Prophet 
(saw) and Islam, and effaced themselves entirely in God. 

Staying with ‘Sirrul Khalafa’, on page 355, the Promised Messiah (as) writes regarding Had-
hrat Abu Bakr Siddiq (ra): ‘He had complete spiritual knowledge. He was kind and forbear-
ing in his person. He spent his life in humility and poverty. He extended great forgiveness, 
compassion and mercy. He was recognised from the light of his forehead. He had a deep con-
nection with Muhammad Mustafa, the Chosen One, Holy Prophet Muhammad (saw), and his 
soul was connected to the soul of the Khairul Wara, the Best of the Creation. He was covered 
and wrapped with the light, which had covered his leader and his master and the beloved of 
God (saw). He was concealed under the light of wisdom of the Holy Prophet (saw), and under 
his great beneficences. In his knowledge of the Holy Qur’an and his love for the Messenger, 
who was Chief of all Prophets and the pride of humanity, Muhammad the Chosen One (saw), 
he was most distinctive. When revelation descended upon him, he cut off all worldly con-
nections, and he embedded the colour of his Beloved One, and for the sake of that Beloved 
God, he abandoned all other desires. His person was purified of worldly manners, and was 
tinted in the colour of the true God. He was lost in the pleasure of the Lord of all the Worlds. 
When the love of God Almighty permeated within him entirely and in the depths of his heart 
and in every particle of his body, in his light, his words, his postures of prayers etc., he ef-
faced himself in God, he was given the title of Siddiq (the Truthful).’ In other words, when 
Hadhrat Abu Bakr (ra) was completely immersed in the person of the Holy Prophet (saw), he 
was given the title of Siddiq. This is his status. Then further elucidating the status of the Sid-
diqiat of Hadhrat Abu Bakr (ra) and explaining why and how he received this title and rank, 
the Promised Messiah (as) says:
‘Allah the Almighty knows better what excellences are contained within the title the Holy 
Prophet (saw) gave to Hadhrat Abu Bakr of Siddiq (the Truthful). The Holy Prophet (saw) 
also stated that Hadhrat Abu Bakr (ra)’s excellence is because of what was in his heart. If we 
ponder on this closely, then in reality, it is difficult to find a parallel to the Sidq (the truthful-
ness) displayed by Hadhrat Abu Bakr (ra). In truth, in any era, for any person who wants to 
attain the excellence of Siddiq it is essential for him that he should adopt the attributes and the 
nature of Abu Bakr. For this he should make the maximum efforts possible. Then to the larg-
est degree he should pray as well. Until the shade of the nature of Abu Bakr is not cast over 
that person, and he does not embed himself in the colour of Abu Bakr, he cannot acquire the 
Siddiqi excellences. What exactly is an Abu Bakr-like nature? This is not the occasion for a 
lengthy exposition, because for this a long discussion would be required; but briefly, I will re-
late just one example. It is when the Holy Prophet (saw) announced his prophethood. Hadhrat 
Abu Bakr (ra) at the time was going towards Syria on a business trip. On his return, he was yet 
en route, when a person met him. He asked him about Makkah and what was going on there, 
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and he said “relate to me the latest on goings there.” As is customary, when a person returns 
from a journey and happens to meet a fellow countryman en route, he would (naturally) ask 
him about the latest news from his home country. So that person replied that “the fresh news 
is this: your friend, Muhammad (saw), has claimed prophethood!” As soon as Hadhrat Abu 
Bakr (ra) heard this he said: “If he has claimed prophethood, then without any doubt, this 
must be true.” From just this one incident it can be deciphered that he had such confidence and 
such good thoughts about the Holy Prophet (saw), that he did not require any miracle. This is 
the reality; only such a person demands a miracle who is not aware of the personality of the 
claimant or his honour, and he requires further reassurance. But a person, who is fully familiar 
with the claimant and also the circumstances, has no need for miracles. In short, Hadhrat Abu 
Bakr Siddiq (ra) was still on his journey when he heard the claim of prophethood of the Holy 
Prophet (saw), and he believed. When he reached Makkah, he came before the blessed pres-
ence of the Holy Prophet (saw), and he inquired that “Have you claimed prophethood?” The 
Holy Prophet (saw) replied: “Yes, this is true.” Upon this, Hadhrat Abu Bakr (ra) stated: “You 
remain a witness, that I am your first verifier and believer.” For him to say this was not just a 
verbal profession or mere lip service. In fact, he testified to this through his practical actions, 
remaining loyal to this until his last breath.

Even after the demise of the Holy Prophet (saw), he did not depart from this.
Then depicting how this sacrifice and loyalty was demonstrated by Hadhrat Abu Bakr Sid-
diq (ra); the Promised Messiah (as) states that: ‘Once some enemies found the Holy Prophet 
(saw) alone and seized him. They tied a cloth around his neck and started twisting it. The Holy 
Prophet (saw) was close to dying, when coincidently, Hadhrat Abu Bakr (ra) was passing by 
and with great difficulty he freed the Holy Prophet (saw). Upon this, Hadhrat Abu Bakr was 
beaten so badly by the enemy that he fell to the floor unconscious.’
Mentioning a great favour of Hadhrat Abu Bakr Siddiq (ra) upon the Ummah (the Muslim-
community), the Promised Messiah (as) states: ‘Similarly, Hadhrat Abu Bakr (ra)’s reasoning 
deciphered from the verse, ‘And Muhammad is only a Messenger, verily all messengers have 
passed away before him’, clearly supports that according to him, Jesus (as) had passed away, 
because if this verse means that from the earlier prophets some prophets had passed away be-
fore the Seal of the Prophets (saw), but some of them did not pass away until the time of the 
Holy Prophet (saw), then in this case, no valid meaning could be taken from this verse. This 
is because incomplete evidence which is not based on an established concept or formula and 
does not encompass all passed persons in its vicinity cannot be called evidence or proof. Also, 
the reasoning of Hadhrat Abu Bakr (ra) would become redundant. Remember that the proof 
that Hadhrat Abu Bakr (ra) provided, regarding the passing away of all past prophets was not 
rejected by or objected to by even a single companion; all the companions were present at 
the time and they all remained silent. This means that the companions unanimously agreed 
to this. The testimony of the companions can never be erroneous. Therefore, amongst the fa-
vours of Hadhrat Abu Bakr (ra) on this Ummah, is that to avoid the mistake that was to take 
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place in the future; he opened the door to verity and reality in the era of the Divinely Guided 
Khilafat. He thus put such a strong barrier against the wave of error that even if all jinn were 
to join with the maulawies of the time; they would not be able to break this barrier. Thus we 
pray, that may Allah the Almighty bless Hadhrat Abu Bakr (ra) thousands of times, who re-
ceived Holy revelation from Allah the exalted, thereby reaching the decision that the Messiah 
had passed away.’ Regarding the incredible achievement of Hadhrat Abu Bakr (ra) to avert a 
great strife and disorder, the Promised Messiah (as) states:  ‘In that time as well, Musaylimah 
gathered a number of people in his following. It was at such a time that Hadhrat Abu Bakr (ra) 
became the Khalifa. A person can imagine what great difficulties were faced. If he had not a 
strong heart and he did not have the tenor of belief and the colour of the Holy prophet (saw), 
this would have been extremely difficult. He would have become apprehensive and anxious. 
But this Siddiq was under the shade and shelter of the Holy Prophet (saw). The influence of 
the high morals of the Holy prophet (saw) had permeated within him and his heart was filled 
with perfect conviction and belief. This is why he demonstrated courage, resolve and forbear-
ance. It is difficult to find any parallel example to that after the life of the Holy Prophet (saw). 
His life was the life of Islam. This is a matter that requires no lengthy argument or discussion. 
Read about the circumstances of the time. It gives an indication of the service that Hadhrat 
Abu Bakr (ra) rendered to Islam at the time. I say most truly that Hadhrat Abu Bakr Siddiq 
(ra) is the second Adam for Islam. I believe that if after the Holy Prophet (saw) Hadhrat Abu 
Bakr had not existed, then Islam would no longer have existed either. It is a great favour of 
Hadhrat Abu Bakr (ra) that he re-established Islam. In his perfect faith and belief, he punished 
all the rebellious people and he established peace, in exact accordance with how Allah the 
Almighty had stated in his promise that He would establish a true Khalifa and through him 
would establish peace. This prophecy was testified to in the Khilafat of Hadhrat Siddiq, and 
practically, in the heavens and the earth, this was verified. Therefore, this is the definition of 
Siddiq, that the Sidq should reach this level of excellence and rank.’ 
Regarding the second Khalifa, Hadhrat Umar (ra), his status, his love for the Holy Prophet 
(saw) and his high moral standing, the Promised Messiah (as) says: ‘Once Hadhrat Umar 
(ra) went to the house of the Holy Prophet (saw). He saw that there were no provisions in his 
house and the Holy Prophet (saw) was lying on a mat. The mat had left marks on his back. 
Seeing this, Hadhrat Umar (ra) started weeping. The Prophet replied that “O Umar! Why 
do you cry?! Hadhrat Umar (ra) responded that “seeing your difficulties I started weeping. 
Caesar and Chosroes are disbelievers, and yet are living a life of comfort, and you are going 
through these adversities.” Then the Holy Prophet (saw) said that “what have I to do with this 
world? My example is like that of a rider who is riding on the camel and the intense of heat 
of the afternoon is troubling him. In that predicament, he sits under the shade of a tree to rest, 
and only after a few minutes, in that same intense heat, he resumes his journey.”

Regarding, the rank and status of Hadhrat Umar (ra), the Promised Messiah (as) states in an-
other place: ‘Are you aware how great the status of Hadhrat Umar (ra) was amongst the Com-
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panions? It was such that at times, according to his thoughts, the Qur’an would be revealed 
to him. There is a Hadith regarding him that “Satan runs from the shadow of Hadhrat Umar 
(ra).” Secondly, there is a Hadith that “if after me there would be a Prophet, then that would 
be Umar (ra).” Thirdly, there is a Hadith that “amongst the previous communities there came 
Muhaddith (those who received divine revelations). If there is any Muhaddith in this Ummah, 
it is Umar (ra).”

 The Promised Messiah (as) writes regarding Hadhrat Umar (ra): ‘Certain accounts and proph-
ecies that are expected to be fulfilled just once, may be fulfilled gradually, or fulfilled through 
another person. For example, the Holy Prophet (saw)’s prophecy that the keys to the treasures 
of Caesar and Chosroes were being placed in his hand. Although it is evident that before this 
prophecy could be fulfilled, the Holy prophet (saw) had passed away and the Prophet (saw) 
neither saw the treasures of Caesar or Chosroes, nor did he see the keys to them; because it 
was destined that the keys were to be given to Hadhrat Umar (ra). This is for the reason that 
Hadhrat Umar’s being was like a shadow of the being of the Holy Prophet (saw). As such, 
the hand of Hadhrat Umar (ra) was, metaphorically speaking, considered to be the same as 
the hand of the Holy Prophet (saw).’ The Promised Messiah (as) states: ‘Until you hold the 
helping hand of the Imam and are provided blessings from it, you most certainly are not safe 
from any dangers or threats. Proof of this is found at the outset and early period of Islam. One 
person who was a scribe of the Holy Quran would at times, due to being close to the light of 
prophethood, receive revelations of the verses of the Holy Quran at the time when the Holy 
Prophet (saw) wanted the verse to be dictated. One day he considered that “what is the differ-
ence between me and Muhammad, the Messenger (saw)? I also receive revelation.”

Due to this assumption he was destroyed. It is written that even his grave threw him out (that 
is, when he passed away and he was buried, even his grave threw him out). Just as Balaam 
was also destroyed, who was also stuck in his presumptions in terms of his piety and revela-
tions. Umar (ra) also received revelations but he did not consider himself of any significance 
whatsoever. He did not want to be a part of the Divine Imamat, established by God in the 
world [i.e. did not want to be the leader]. In fact, he declared himself as completely humble, 
and of no worth. This is why, through God’s Grace, he was made the successor of the Prophet. 
In comparison to the Prophet he deemed himself as absolutely worthless. Allah the Almighty 
thus bestowed His Grace and Blessings and made him the Khalifa, who is the Successor of a 
Prophet. 

In ‘Sirrul Khalafa’, page 326, the Promised Messiah (as) states: ‘My Lord has disclosed upon 
me that Abu Bakr, Umar Farooq and Uthman (may Allah be pleased with them all) were of 
the highest rank of faith and were filled with righteous guidance. They were amongst those 
who Allah the Almighty granted excellence. And in particular they were given superiority 
and excellence by God Almighty. Large majority of the people are witness to their excel-
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lences and are aware of their attributes. Purely for the pleasure of God Almighty they left 
their homelands and they entered every single battle without any hesitation whatsoever. They 
cared not for the burning heat, nor for the extremely cold nights. Rather they kept on moving 
onwards into the field in the cause of faith. Along the way, they cared not for any close rela-
tives, nor for anyone else. And for the sake the Lord of All the Worlds, they were prepared 
to leave everything. Their beautiful actions emanate a fragrance and their pleasing deeds also 
emit a sweet smell. From their high lofty actions and their righteous deeds and their blessed 
practices, a fragrant model appears for us and from which the indication of their effects are 
also evident. Their light reflects upon us. So therefore that fragrance is as guidance for us.’ 

The Promised Messiah (as) says in one place: ‘This belief is most essential that Hadhrat Sid-
diq Akbar (ra), Hadhrat Farooq Umar (ra), Hadhrat Dhunnurain (the possessor of two lights, 
in other words Hadhrat Uthman (ra) and Hadhrat Ali Murtaza (ra), all most certainly were 
trustworthy in their faith. Abu Bakr (ra) was the second Adam of Islam. Similarly, if Hadhrat 
(Umar) Farooq and Hadhrat Uthman (ra) were not trustworthy in their faith, then today it 
would have been difficult for us to say that even one verse of the Holy Qur’an was from God 
Almighty.
The Promised Messiah (as), writing about Hadhrat Ali (ra), his station and rank, in ‘Sirrul 
Khalafa’ page 358, writes:  ‘Hadhrat Ali (ra) was extremely righteous and pure. He was from 
amongst those people who are the most beloved of the Gracious God. He was from a very 
good family. He was amongst the leaders of the time. He was a lion of God and a very mu-
nificent youngster. He was extremely generous and pure of heart. He was that unique coura-
geous person who would not move an inch from the epicentre of battle even if there was an 
army of the enemy in front of him. He even lived a destitute and miserable life and attained 
an excellent rank in terms of his kindness towards humanity. He would be the foremost in 
distributing wealth, alleviating pain and suffering, caring for the orphans, his neighbours and 
the needy. In different combats, he displayed incredible feats of courage and bravery and in 
battles where the sword and spears were used, he displayed wondrous feats. Alongside this, 
he would express elegant and eloquent speech (that is, he would speak in a most beautiful 
manner). His words would embed into other peoples’ hearts. In this way, Hadhrat Ali (ra) 
would remove the rust in the minds of people and enlighten them instead with the light of 
reasoning. He had command over every matter, and whoever had any excellence within him, 
then before Hadhrat Ali (ra) would have to apologise in his inferiority (that is, even educated 
people held no significance in front of Hadhrat Ali (ra)). He was the embodiment of the high-
est forms of excellence and elegance and also eloquence. Whoever denies his excellence 
embarks on a path of vulgarity.”

Writing about all the Companions, the Promised Messiah (as) says: ‘I once again want to 
present the peerless example of the Companions. They believed in the Holy Prophet (saw) 
and displayed in their practical lives that they saw with their eyes, yes with their eyes, yes 
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with their eyes, saw that God Who is unseen and Who is hidden from the eyes of the dis-
believing and false people. Otherwise, tell us what exactly it was that did not make them 
care at all. They left their homeland, they left their country, they left their properties and 
they separated themselves entirely from their friends and their relatives. That was the trust 
in God alone. That trust in the One God enabled them to perform the feats which, if you sift 
through the pages of history, would amaze one. It was faith and faith alone and nothing else. 
Or else, (why did the) worldly people and their plans, schemes, and efforts, all fail (that is the 
endeavors of the worldly people failed). Their numbers, their community, their possessions 
and wealth were all greater, but they did not have faith (that is, the non-Muslims), and only 
because they had no faith, they were destroyed and they were unable to achieve success. But 
the Companions, through their spiritual strength, won everything. When they heard the voice 
of that one man, who despite being brought up illiterate and unlettered, was well-known for 
his truthfulness, his trustworthiness and his honesty, and who announced that I have come 
from God Almighty, they sided with him and as soon as they heard this, they followed him. 
I say once again, it was only one aspect that formed them into this state, and that is faith. Re-
member, that faith in God is an incredible thing.’ 

The Promised Messiah (as)’s expression of love and respect for the Khulafa-e Rashideen, the 
companions and all the progeny of the Prophet Muhammad (saw) was due to his love for the 
Holy Prophet (saw). As I mentioned earlier, he considered that an essential part of the faith. 
In another place, expressing this love, the Promised Messiah (as) says: ‘It is our faith that holy 
people and the people of God should be revered, however the observance of every person’s 
status should be considered (everybody should be revered, but everybody has their respective 
ranks and should be respected accordingly). You should not exceed the limits and become a 
sinner yourself (you should not go to extremes). You should not in any way slight the Holy 
Prophet (saw), or other prophets. That person who says that all the prophets including the 
Holy Prophet (saw) received salvation through the intercession of Hadhrat Imam Hussain (ra) 
has transgressed. This is a slight upon all the prophets including the Holy Prophet (saw).’ 

The Promised Messiah (as) writes about his link with Hadhrat Hussain (ra) and Hadhrat Ali 
(ra): ‘I have a delicate link with Hadhrat Ali (ra) and Hadhrat Hussain (ra). This secret is 
only known by the Lord of the East and West and no one else. I love Ali and both his sons. 
If anybody holds enmity towards them then I hold enmity towards the person who holds 
enmity towards them. I am not of those who commit injustice. It is impossible for me that I 
should refrain from this love which Allah the Almighty has granted me, and nor am I those 
who exceed the limits and transgress.’ This is also a reference from the translation of ‘Sirrul 
Khalafa’. Clarifying this connection further, the Promised Messiah (as) says: ‘Even in Islam 
those with Jewish attributes adopted this manner and in their misconceptions, they persecuted 
God’s holy people in every era. Look for example how thousands of foolish people left Had-
hrat Imam Hussain (ra) and joined Yazid instead (that is, they left Hadhrat Imam Hussain 
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(ra) and thousands joined with Yazid). Physically and verbally, they caused suffering to this 
innocent Imam. Finally, they were only satisfied with killing him. Then from time to time, 
they always persecuted the Imams, the truthful and mujaddids of the time, calling them disbe-
lievers, faithless etc. Thousands of truthful people were persecuted by these people. Not only 
did they call them kafir (disbeliever), but in fact, whenever possible, they tried to disgrace, 
imprison and kill them. So much so that now our time has arrived. People of the thirteenth 
century would say that in the fourteenth century, the Imam Mahdi and the Promised Messiah 
would arrive, or at least a great Mujaddid would be born. However, when at the top of the 
fourteenth century that Mujaddid was born, and not only did God’s revelation name him the 
Promised Messiah, but in fact the current disorder prevalent also cried out and indicated that 
the name of that person would be the Promised Messiah. Yet they seriously rejected him. To 
the maximum extent possible, they persecuted him through different schemes and tried to dis-
grace and eliminate him. They rejected him, they caused him suffering, they tried to remove 
him and eliminate him entirely. 

The Promised Messiah (as) states that: “In this Qaseedah I have written regarding Hadhrat 
Imam Hussain or Jesus (as), that this was not a human endeavour. Foul is that person who 
upon the excellent and righteous persons uses slanderous language. I believe truly that re-
garding a righteous person like Hussain or Hadhrat Jesus (as), no person can slander them yet 
remain alive even one night. The revelation of God he who adopts enmity against my friend 
then I announce war against such a person’ seizes such a person. So blessed is that person who 
understands the matters of the heaven and reflects upon the wisdom of God. This is a Hadith, 
that ‘he who adopts enmity against my friend then I announce war against such a person.”

The Promised Messiah (as) says: ‘Whatever I write is through the Will, the Decision and the 
Decree of God Almighty.’ Then the Promised Messiah (as) states in one place: ‘Believers are 
those people whose practices bear witness to their faith, whose hearts have faith inscribed on 
them and who give precedence to their God and God’s pleasure over everything else. They 
adopt the intricate paths of Taqwa for the sake of Allah the Exalted. They immerse themselves 
in the love of God and anything that removes a person from God like an idol, whether it is a 
person’s own self, his bad deeds or his negligence, he shuns entirely. Unfortunately, Yazid 
was not aware of this. The love of the world had blinded him, whereas Hussain was pure and 
wholesome. Without any doubt whatsoever, he was among those chosen and holy people of 
God. He is amongst those holy people of God who God purifies with his own hands and illu-
minates with his light. Without any doubt whatsoever, he is amongst the leaders of paradise. 
To have the slightest amount of malice towards him is a source of impairing one’s faith. The 
Taqwa, love of God, steadfastness, patience, resolve, worship, and devotedness of this Imam 
is a blessed model for us. We are those who follow the guidance of this sincere Imam which 
he received. Destroyed is that heart that is an enemy of him and successful is that heart that 
practically demonstrates love towards him and in his faith, his morals, his steadfastness, his 
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Taqwa, his resolve and all the features of his love of God in a reflective manner he tries to 
follow perfectly within him; just as in a clean mirror, the reflection of a beautiful person is 
visible. Such people are concealed from the eyes of the world. Who knows what their value is 
apart from those who are amongst them? The eye of the world cannot recognise him because 
those peopleare far removed from the world. This was the reason of the martyrdom of Hus-
sain (ra); he was not recognised. Which pure or chosen person of God Almighty was loved in 
his time by the world so that Hussain should also be loved? In short it was the highest form of 
dishonesty and faithlessness to scorn Hadhrat Hussain (ra). Any person, who scorns or uses 
derogatory against Hadhrat Hussain (ra) or any holy person who is amongst the pure imams 
wastes his faith, because God the Almighty becomes the enemy of such people who are the 
enemy of His chosen and beloved ones.’ 

Thus, this is that beautiful and just teaching given to that Chosen One of Allah, who was com-
missioned by God the Exalted and then who gave us this message. This message can unite 
Muslims at one hand and can eradicate sectarianism. He was the one who in this age came as 
the True Servant of the Prophet Muhammad (saw) with the message of peace and reconcili-
ation. May Allah make it so that the Muslim Ummah (community) understand this message, 
so they can save themselves from sectarianism, disorder and the murder and mayhem against 
each other. And so that Islam with a new splendour can illuminate the ends of the Earth. 

May Allah the Almighty make it so that this month of Muharram passes in peace, security and 
safety every where. May every Muslim keep other Muslims safeguarded from his physical 
actions and also from his words. Also pray most intensely for the general state of the Muslim 
countries and also the disorder that is rife. Nowadays, most countries are passing through ter-
rible times. May Allah the Almighty keep Islam and Muslims safe from every kind of evil and 
every evil doer. In the majority of Muslim countries, as I stated, internal disorder and strife 
is prevalent. Because of this, peace is being destroyed. Rather than making progress, they 
are rapidly moving backwards. The general economic condition of the world is also creating 
anxiety. If this is affecting the West then it is also affecting the Eastern countries, the Muslim 
countries and also everywhere else. Then a third most grave situation that is developing and 
that is about to develop, which apparently appears to be the case, is that the world is most rap-
idly moving towards a world war. May Allah the almighty bestow His mercy upon mankind 
and grant humanity, wisdom and understanding. In these days we must pray most intensely, 
we must also make all precautionary measures. May Allah the Almighty help us all”.
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Often referred to as The ‘Abrahamic Father’ 
for His major role in the Judaic, Christian 
and Islamic faiths, Hadhrat Ibraheem’sas 
presence in history is a pivotal moment for the 
understanding of both Islam and Christianity 
in particular, which is what will be focused on. 
As from his progeny; Isma’eelas and Issaacas, 
through his two wives Hadhrat Hajirara and 
Hadhrat Sarara stemmed both Christianity and 
Islam – therefore it is important to understand 
a little further the similarities and differences 
between the portrayals of the events of the 
time.

In this article, will be presented both the 
Christian and Islamic version of events 
regarding the difference of opinion of Hajirara 
and Isma’eelas in the wilderness and how each 
version are depicted in The Holy Books.

Early Life

Hadhrat Ibraheemas was brought up in the 
house of his uncle,  Azar, in present day 
Mughair, in Iraq. The Holy Bible mentions 
Ibraheem’sas father as Tharah1 / Terah2 and 
Biblical history also mentions the name Athar. 
The latter ties in with The Holy Qur’an as it 
states Azar is Hadhrat Ibraheem’sas Ab3. The 
word Ab in Arabic equates to either a father, 
uncle or a grandfather. Hadhrat Ibraheem’sas 

uncle ran a shop from which idols were sold 
and Hadhrat Ibraheemas often expressed his 
displeasure towards this business. Despite 

their differences regarding this issue, His uncle 
Azar was pleased with his noble character 
and good intentions and suggested Hadhrat 
Ibraheemas to get married to his daughter 
Sarara. 

Revelation

The time had come for the world to have a 
new prophet. The pious teachings of Hadhrat 
Nuhas had soon been ignored and people had 
resorted back to idol worshipping. Allah the 
Almighty then appointed Hadhrat Ibraheemas 
as his prophet to banish idol worshipping in 
society. His debates with the people of the 
time were known to challenge and question 
the society’s beliefs of idol worship.

Proposal

A while after, God commanded Prophet 
Ibraheemas to migrate to another land named 
Canaan (Greater Syria), as all prophets were 
prescribed to leave their homes at a point 
during their Prophethood. He passed through 
Egypt to which the King was delighted, and 
offered his royal daughter, Hajira (Hagar)ra 
to him for marriage. As Prophet Ibraheemas 
had not yet been blessed with children, 
Sarara married them both and they all prayed 
earnestly for righteous and pious children. 
Allah heard their plea in their prayers and 
blessed Hadhrat Ibraheemas and Hajirara with 
a baby boy, named Isma’eelas.

(Sabahuddin Ahmedi, Jamia Ahmadiyya UK, Darja Sania)
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Quranic version of Hajirara and 
Ismaelas in the Wilderness

From Egypt, Hadhrat Ibraheemas, Hajirara 
and their son Ismaelas travelled to Arabia and 
arrived in a desolate area, which is where 
Makkah now stands. Hadhrat Ibraheemas 
supplicated to Allah and prayed: 

“Our Lord, I have settled some of my progeny 
in an uncultivable valley near thy Sacred 
House. Our Lord, that they may observe 
prayer. So make men’s hearst incline 
towards them and provide them with fruits 
and that they may be thankful. Our Lord, 
certainly, Thou knowest what we keep secret 
and what we make known. And nothing 
whatever is hidden from Allah, whether 
in the earth or in the heaven.” [14:38-39]

The desert where they were situated was 
bleak and barren and there was no sign of life. 
However this was planned by Allah Almighty, 
as this was the scene of which would become 
the heart of Islam.

It is recorded in the history that when Hadrat 
Ibraheemas left his wife Hajirara and their son 
Isma’eelas in the barren land, Hajira ran after 
him and asked Abraham, ‘why are you leaving 
us here?’ He did not answer. Then she asked 
him again saying, ‘Are you leaving us here 
by the command of God?’ Hadrat Ibraheemas 
just pointed towards the sky. She understood 
this and said, ‘Then God will not waste us’, 
and returned to the baby. When the water 
Hadrat Ibraheemas provided for Isma’eelas and 
Hajirara ran out, Hajirara desperately began in 
the search of water for Isma’eelas- and she ran 
between the hills of Safa and Marwa seven 
times. This is now a part of Hajj to remember 

the suffering of Hajirara and the sacrifice 
Hadrat Ibraheemas made on the command of 
Allah and how we should all sacrifice for the 
sake of Allah. This act of sacrifice was a noble 
one, done none but for the sake of accepting 
Allah’s will and Allah’s knowledge of all things.

Biblical version of Hagar/Hajirara 
and Isma’eelas in the Wilderness

In the Bible, Sarahra and Abrahamas were 
previously called Sarai and Abram but in the 
following verses, God changed their names: 
‘No longer will you be called Abram; your 
name will be Abraham, for I have made you 
a father of many nations’ Genesis 17:5. ’God 
also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, 
you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name 
will be Sarah’. Genesis 17:15

It is believed in the Bible that Hagarra was an 
Egyptian slave, rather than a royal:  ’Sarai, 
Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But 
she had an Egyptian slave named Hagar’. 
Genesis 16:1

To which we are already aware, Sarahra was 
unable to have children so her suggestion 
was for Abrahamas and Hagarra to marry in 
the hope that God would bless them with a 
child, so Sarara and Abrahamas could have a 
family. So they married and soon after when 
they were aware that God was going to bless 
them with a child, Sarahra became jealous: 
’When she knew she was pregnant, she 
began to despise her mistress.’ Genesis 16:4

‘So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave 
the name Ishmael to the son she had borne.  
Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar 
bore him Ishmael.’ Genesis 16:15

A while after, God promised Sarahra a son, to 
which they were delighted:

‘I will bless her and will surely give you a son 
by her. I will bless her so that she will be the 
mother of nations; kings of peoples will come 
from her.”

Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said 
to himself, “Will a son be born to a man a 
hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at 
the age of ninety?” 
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Then God said, “Yes, but your wife Sarah will 
bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. 
I will establish my covenant with him as an 
everlasting covenant for his descendants 
after him.

 ‘But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, 
whom Sarah will bear to you by this time next 
year.” Genesis 17:16,17,19,21

This promise was fulfilled and ‘Sarah became 
pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old 
age, at the very time God had promised him’. 
Genesis 21:2

From these verses, we can deduce that from 
the age of Abrahamas when Ismael was born, 
86, and the age Heas was when Isaac was 
born, 100 respectively- the age gap between 
the two boys is 13-14 years, ie Ismael is 13-14 
years older than Isaac. This is key information 
for the following verses in the Bible.

The child grew and was weaned, and on the 
day Isaac was weaned Abraham held a great 
feast. 

But Sarah saw that the son whom Hagar the 
Egyptian had borne to Abraham was mocking, 
and she said to Abraham, “Get rid of that slave 
woman and her son, for that woman’s son will 
never share in the inheritance with my son 
Isaac.” Genesis 21:8,9,10.

Early the next morning Abraham took some 
food and a skin of water and gave them to 
Hagar. He set them on her shoulders and then 
sent her off with the boy. She went on her way 
and wandered in the Desert of Beersheba.

When the water in the skin was gone, she put 
the boy under one of the bushes. 

Then she went off and sat down about a 
bowshot away, for she thought, “I cannot 
watch the boy die.” And as she sat there, she 
began to sob.

God heard the boy crying, and the angel of 
God called to Hagar from heaven and said to 
her, “What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be 
afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he 
lies there. Lift the boy up and take him by the 
hand, for I will make him into a great nation.” 
Then God opened her eyes and she saw a 

well of water. So she went and filled the skin 
with water and gave the boy a drink. Genesis 
21:,14,15,16,17,18,19

The selected phrases directly support the 
Islamic view that Isma’eelas was a young 
boy, a walking infant to possibly six years old- 
definitely still in need of a mother. However 
these phrases don’t suggest the treatment 
of a perfectly able, teenage boy as the Bible 
portrays. Not to mention in these times in 
Arabia, a boy of 14-16 would have been seen 
as a young man, eligible for marriage, therefore 
perfectly capable in carrying provisions and 
helping his mother Hagarra find water.

Quranic version of the Sacrifice

Hadhrat Isma’eelas as a pre-teen boy now, his 
father Prophet Ibraheemas saw reoccurring 
dreams of Isma’eelas being sacrificed. 

‘My Lord, grant me a righteous son.’

 So We gave him the glad tidings of a 
forbearing son.

And when he was old enough to work with 
him, he said, 

‘O my dear son, I have seen in a dream that I 
am slaughtering thee. So consider, what thou 
thinkest of it!’ 

He replied, ‘O my father, do as thou art 
commanded; thou wilt find me, if Allah please, 
of those who are patient.’

And when they both submitted to the Will of 
God, and he had thrown him down on his 
forehead, We called to him: ‘O Abraham,‘Thou 
hast indeed fulfilled the dream.’ Thus indeed 
do We reward those who do good.( Al-Saffat 
37:101-106)

These Quranic verses show us how commited 
both Fatheras and Sonas were to Allah’s 
Will and Commandment. Hadhrat Isma’eelas 
completely submitted and accepted the fact 
that he would be sacrificed for his Father’sas 
love of Allah. Just before Hadhrat Ibraheemas 

was about to sacrifice Hadhrat Isma’eelas, 
Allah commanded them to stop, as it was the 
intention of Hadhrat Ibraheem’sas sacrifice 
that was the test Allah The Almighty had set.
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Biblical version of the Sacrifice

And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son 
Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the 
land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt 
offering upon one of the mountains which I will 
tell thee of. Genesis 22:2 [King James Bible, 
Cambridge Edition] 

It is interesting to note here, that The Bible 
mentions Hadhrat Isaacas, not Hadhrat 
Isma’eelas. Notice it says thine only son Isaac, 
which according to The Holy Qur’ran, we know 
cannot be true because as established in the 
previous issue, Hadhrat Isma’eelas is 13-14 
years older than Hadhrat Isaacas, therefore in 
no part of Hadhrat Isaac’sas lifetime was he 
Hadhrat Ibraheem’sas only son.

At this time it was actually Hadhrat Isma’eelas 
who was Hadhrat Ibraheem’sas only son until 
the birth of Hadhrat Isaacas this is known to us 
because of the Quranic verse stated earlier 
And when he was old enough to work with 
him, he said, ‘O my dear son, I have seen in a 
dream that I am slaughtering thee. (Al- Saffat 
37:103)

Isaac, Second Son Born

Following this incident, The Holy Qur’an goes 
on to say “And we gave him the glad tidings 
of Isaac, a prophet, and one of the righteous.” 
(Al Saffat 37:113)

The following verse indicates that He was not 
a baby as he took fire and a knife in his hands;

And Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and 
he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and 
they went both of them together. Genesis 22:6 
[King James Bible, Cambridge Edition]

This following underlined section of the verse 
backs up Quranic evidence of Ibrahim’sas 
vision of Isma’eelas being sacrificed, not Isaac

And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, 
neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I 
know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast 
not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 
Genesis 22:12 [King James Bible, Cambridge 
Edition]

As we have previously established that only 
Isma’eel could have been Ibrahim’sas only son 
as he was the eldest. 

In this verse: Genesis 22:2 [King James Bible, 
Cambridge Edition]

And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son 
Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the 
land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt 
offering upon one of the mountains which I will 
tell thee of. 

It seems that the writers of the Bible, while 
claiming credit of sacrifice, have deliberately 
changed Isaac with Ishmael, and Moriah for 
Marwah, a hillock in the vicinity of Mecca.

To further prove that it was Isma’eelas and not 
Isaacas, Hadrat Ibrahimas prepared to sacrifice- 
only the Muslims of all the Abrahamic faiths 
recognise this event as a religious ceremony- 
Eid ul-Adha (Eid of Sacrifice). This is celebrated 
on the 10th day of the Islamic month, Dhul 
Hijr. The purpose of the commandment was 
to establish a practice of sacrifice and then 
to abolish human sacrifice, a most inhuman 
practice prevalent among most nations at the 
time.

Hadrat Ibraheemas- 

A Law Bearing Prophet

Hadrat Ibrahimas followed Hadrat Nuh’sas 
Shariah for up to fifty years, Ibrahimas was 
tested with certain commandments, which he 
subsequently fulfilled, Allah said:

“... I will make thee a leader of men. Abraham 
asked, and from among my offspring? God 
said, My covenant does not embrace the 
transgressors.” (Al Baqarah: 125)

When Hadhrat Ibrahimas was trialled with the 
thought of sacrificing his only son, his conduct 
proved exemplary. As with time new changes 
and innovations had taken place, the need 
for new law came, so Hadhrat Ibrahimas was 
chosen. The House of Allah had become 
derelict and it required reconstruction. Under 
the commandment of god Hadhrat Ibrahimas 
and Hadhrat Isma’eelas rebuilt:

And remember the time when Abraham and 
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Ishmael raised the foundations of the House, 
praying, ‘Our Lord, accept this from us; for 
Thou art All-Hearing, All-Knowing. Al Baqarah 
2:128

“Associate not anything with Me and keep My 
house clean for those who perform the circuits, 
and those who stand up and those who bow 
and prostrate themselves in prayer.”( Al Hajj 
22:27)

Abraham (peace be upon him) Proclaims 
Pilgrimage (Hajj) for Mankind.

God instituted pilgrimage (Hajj) for mankind 
through Abraham. He ordered him saying,

“Proclaim unto men the pilgrimage. They 
will come to thee on foot, and on every lean 
camel, coming by every distant deep track” 
(Al Hajj 22:28)

Thus the pilgrimage as an institution began 
with Hadhrat Ibrahimas and has continued 
without a break to this day. The gathering 
in Mecca every year of many hundreds of 
thousands of Muslims from every distant land 
bears an irrefutable testimony to the fulfilment 
of this prophecy.

Shariah of Abraham

It is only The Holy Qur’an that has preserved 
the laws introduced through Hadhrat 
Ibrahimas. Those are stated in other Holy 
Books however, they are limited to a specific 
time period. However, they are mentioned as 
scriptures and The Holy Qur’an tells us that it 
contained the following:

“Verily, he, indeed, will prosper who purifies 
himself. And remembers the name of his Lord 
and offers Prayers. But you prefer the life of 
this world, whereas the Hereafter is better and 
more lasting. This, indeed, is what is taught 
in the former Scriptures, The Scriptures of 
Abraham and Moses.” (Al –A’la 87:15-20)

Hadhrat Ibrahimas taught the simple form 
of unity of God to his people. The laws of 
Hadhrat Ibrahimas remained in force till the 
time of Hadhrat Musaas when other laws 
were introduced.

Rise and Fall of Abraham’s Progeny

Hadrat Ibrahimas was very much concerned 

about the revival of his people. He supplicated 
to God saying,“... ‘My Lord, show me how 
Thou givest life to the dead.’ God said, ‘Dost 
thou not believe?’

 Abraham said, ‘Yes, but I ask this so that my 
heart may be at ease.’ 

God Answered, ‘Take four birds and make 
them attached to thee. Then put each of them 
on a hill; then call them; they will come to thee 
in haste.’ ...” (Al Baqarah 2:26)

This is a vision of Ibrahimas in which he was 
shown the way to train his followers and 
return them to Allah’s ways. The interpretation 
of ‘taking of four birds’ in this vision meant that 
his descendants would rise and fall four times, 
a phenomenon that was to be witnessed twice 
among the Israelites, and to be repeated 
twice later on among the followers of the Holy 
Prophet of Islamsaw (who was a descendent 
of Ibrahimas) through Isma’eelas. The 
power of the Jews (the progeny of Ibrahimas 

through Isaacas) was crushed twice, first by 
Nebuchadnezzar-King of the Neo-Babylonian 
Empire-and then by Titus-Roman Emperor.

And We revealed to the children of Israel in 
the Book, saying, ‘You will surely do mischief 
in the land twice, and you will surely become 
excessively overbearing.’

So when the time for the first of the two 
warnings came, We sent against you some 
servants of Ours possessed of great might in 
war, and they penetrated the innermost parts 
of your houses, and it was a warning that was 
bound to be carried out.

Then We gave you back the power against 
them, and aided you with wealth and children, 
and made you larger in numbers.

 Now, if you do well, you will do well for your 
own souls; and if you do evil, it will only go 
against them. So when the time for the latter 
warning came, We raised a people against 
you to cover your faces with grief, and to enter 
the Mosque as they entered it the first time, 
and to destroy all that they conquered with 
utter destruction.( Bani Isra’il 17:5-8)

Each time God raised them after their fall, the 
second revival having been brought about 
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by Constantine-the Roman emperor who 
accepted Christianity. Similarly, the power of 
Islam was first rudely shaken when Baghdad 
fell to the Tartar hordes, but soon it recovered 
from the crushing blow. The victorious became 
the vanquished and the grandson of Halaku, 
the despoiler of Baghdad, was converted 
to Islam. The second fall came later when 
there was a general and wholesale decline of 
Muslims both in the spiritual and political field 
(Commentary, 2:262). God has raised the 
Promised Messiahas in the latter days for the 
second renaissance of Islam, which is to take 
place through peaceful means.

The Promised Victory

The Holy Quran states:

“And we have already written in the Book of 
David, after the reminder that my righteous 
servant shall inherit the land.” (Al Anbiya 
21:106)

This is a divine decree and nobody can alter 
the decree of God. In our assessment the 
hearts of dwellers of Palestine will be won 
over by true Islam, that is, Ahmadiyyat and 
those truly righteous followers of God will 

inherit it. It will not happen, however, with the 
help of cannons or bombs.

Abraham’s Prayer for a Great 
Prophet Among His Progeny

The Holy Quran says:

“And, our Lord, raise up among them a 
messenger from among themselves, who 
may recite to them Thy signs and teach them 
the book and wisdom and may purify them; 
surely, Thou art the Mighty, the Wise.”( Al 
Baqarah 2:130)

In this verse Abraham (peace be upon him) 
prayed for a great Prophet with specific 
missions. This was later fulfilled in the person 
of The Holy Prophet Muhammadsaw a 
descendent of Ishmael, on whom ‘the fiery 
law’ (Deuteronomy 33:2) for all mankind was 
revealed in the form of the Holy Quran.

References: 

1) Luke 3:34

2) Genesis 11:26

3) Holy Qur’an 26:87
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After reciting tashahhud, ta‘awwudh and 
bismillah, Hadrat

Khalifatul-Masih V aba said:

All our guests—assalamo ‘alaikum wa 
rahmatullahe wa barakatohu — peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon you all.

Today, after a period of one year, I once 
again have the opportunity to welcome all of 
our distinguished guests to this event. I am 
extremely grateful to all of you, as you have 
spared your time to come and attend today. 
Indeed, most of you are well acquainted with 
this event which has come to be known as the 
‘Peace Symposium’. This event is organized 
each year by the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community and is just one of our many efforts 
to try and fulfil our desire for peace to be 
established in the world.

In attendance today are some new friends, 
who are attending this function for the first 
time, whilst others are old friends who 
have supported our efforts for many years. 
Regardless, all of you are well-educated and 
share our desire for peace to be established 
in the world, and it is due to this desire that 
you are all attending this event. 

All of you are here today with the heartfelt 
wish that the world comes to be filled with 

love, affection and friendship. It is this very 
attitude and these very values that the vast 
majority of the world longs for and which it 
stands in need of. In view of all of this, these 
are the reasons why all of you, who come from 
different backgrounds, nations and religions, 
are sitting in front of me today. 

As I have said, we hold this conference 
each year and on each occasion, the same 
sentiment and hope is expressed by all of 
us, which is that peace in the world comes 
to be established before our very eyes; and 
so each year I also request all of you to 
endeavour to promote peace wherever you 
have the opportunity and with whoever you 
have contact. Furthermore, I also request 
all those who are linked to political parties or 
governments that they should also convey 
this message of peace within their circles of 
influence. It is essential that everyone is made 
aware that, for the establishment of world 
peace, there is a far greater need for high and 
principled moral values than ever before.

As far as the Ahmadiyya Community is 
concerned, wherever and whenever the 
opportunity arises, we openly express and 
declare our view that there is only one way 
to save the world from the destruction and 
devastation that it is heading towards, and that 
is that we must all endeavour to spread love, 
affection and a sense of community. Most 
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importantly, the world must come to recognize 
its Creator, Who is the One God. This is 
because it is the recognition of the Creator 
that leads us towards love and compassion 
for His Creation, and when this becomes part 
of our character, it is then that we become 
recipients of God’s Love. 

We constantly raise our voice calling for peace 
in the world, and it is the pain and anguish we 
feel in our hearts that inspires us to try and 
alleviate the suffering of mankind and to make 
the world we live in a better place. Indeed, this 
very function is just one of our many efforts 
towards achieving this goal.

As I have already said, all of you also hold 
these noble desires. Furthermore, I have 
repeatedly called on politicians and religious 
leaders to strive for peace. Yet, in spite of all of 
these efforts, we find that anxiety and turmoil 
continue to spread and increase throughout 
the world. In today’s world we find so much 
strife, restlessness and disorder. In some 
countries members of the public are fighting 
and waging wars amongst themselves. In 
some nations the public is fighting against 
the government, or conversely the rulers are 
attacking their own people. Terrorist groups 
are fuelling anarchy and disorder to fulfil their 
vested interests and so they are arbitrarily 
killing innocent women, children and the 
elderly. In some countries, as a means to fulfil 
their own interests, political parties are warring 
with each other rather than coming together 
for the betterment of their nations. We also 
find some governments and countries are 
continuously casting their glances enviously in 
the direction of the resources of other nations. 
The major powers of the world are consumed 
by their efforts to maintain their supremacy, 
and leave no stone unturned in their efforts 
towards pursuing this goal. 

Bearing all of this in mind, we find that neither 
the Ahmadiyya Community nor the majority 
of you, who are members of the public, have 
the power or authority to develop policies to 
bring positive change. This is because we do 
not hold any governmental power or office. 
In fact, I would go as far as to say that even 
the politicians, with whom we have developed 
friendly relations and who always agree with 
us when they are in our company, are also 

unable to speak out. Instead, their voices 
too are being drowned out and they are 
prevented from forwarding their views. This is 
either because they are forced to follow party 
policies, or perhaps due to external pressures 
from other world powers or political allies, 
which are weighing them down.

 Nevertheless, we, who take part in this 
Peace Symposium each year, undoubtedly 
hold a desire for peace to be established and 
certainly we express our opinions and feelings 
that love, compassion and brotherhood 
should be established amongst all religions, 
all nationalities, all races and indeed, amongst 
all people.

Unfortunately though, we are powerless to 
actually bring this vision to light. We do not 
have the authority or means to achieve the 
results that we long for. 

I recall that a couple of years ago, in this 
very hall during our Peace Symposium, I 
delivered a speech detailing the ways and 
means for world peace to be established, and 
I also spoke about how the United Nations 
ought to function. Afterwards, our very dear 
and respected friend, Lord Eric Avebury, 
commented that the speech ought to have 
been delivered at the United Nations itself. 
Nevertheless, this was a display of his noble 
character that he was so generous and kind 
in his remarks. However, what I wish to say 
is that merely delivering or listening to a 
speech or lecture is not enough and will not 
lead to peace being established. In fact, the 
key requirement to fulfilling this primary goal 
is absolute justice and fairness in all matters. 
The Holy Qur’an, in Chapter 4, verse 136, 
has given us a golden principle and lesson, 
guiding us about this. It states that as a means 
to fulfil the requirements of justice, even if 
you have to bear witness and testify against 
yourself, your parents or your closest relatives 
and friends, then you must do so. This is true 
justice where personal interests are set aside 
for the common good. 

If we think about this principle at a collective 
level, then we will realise that unfair 
lobbying techniques based on wealth and 
influence should be abandoned. Instead, the 
representatives and ambassadors of each 
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nation should come forward with sincerity 
and with a desire to support the principles of 
fairness and equality. We must eliminate all 
forms of bias and discrimination, as this is the 
only means to bring about peace. If we look 
at the United Nations General Assembly or 
Security Council, we find that often statements 
or speeches made there receive great praise 
and acknowledgement, but such tributes are 
meaningless because the real decisions have 
already been predetermined. 

Thus, where decisions are made on the 
basis of the pressure or the lobbying of the 
major powers, as opposed to just and truly 
democratic means, then such speeches are 
rendered hollow, meaningless and serve only 
as pretence to deceive the outside world. 
Nevertheless, all of this does not mean that 
we should simply become frustrated, and 
give up and abandon all our efforts. Instead, 
it should be our objective, whilst remaining 
within the laws of the land, to continue to 
remind the government of the needs of the 
time. We must also properly advise those 
groups who have vested interests, so that at a 
global level, justice can prevail. Only then will 
we see the world become the haven of peace 
and harmony that we all want and desire.

 Therefore, we cannot and must not give 
up our efforts. If we stop raising our voices 
against cruelty and injustice, then we will 
become amongst those who have no moral 
values or standards whatsoever. Whether 
or not our voices are likely to be heard 
or have influence is irrelevant. We must 
continue to counsel others towards peace. 
I am always extremely pleased when I see 
that, irrespective of differences of religion or 
nationality, for the sake of upholding human 
values, so many people come to this function 
to listen, to learn and to speak about ways to 
establish peace and compassion in the world. 
Thus, I would request all of you to strive for 
peace to the best of your abilities so that we 
can keep the flicker of hope alight, that a time 
will come when true peace and justice will be 
established in all parts of the world. 

We must remember that when human efforts 
fail, then God Almighty issues His Decree to 
determine the fate of mankind. Before God’s 
Decree sets into motion and compels people 

towards Him and towards fulfilling the rights 
of mankind, it would be far better if the people 
of the world should themselves come to pay 
attention to these crucial matters, because 
when God Almighty is forced to take action, 
then His Wrath seizes mankind in a truly 
severe and terrifying manner.

 In today’s world, one terrifying manifestation 
of God’s Decree could be in the shape of 
another world war. There is no doubt that the 
effects of such a war and its destruction will 
not be limited to the war itself or even to this 
generation. In fact, its horrific consequences 
will be exhibited for many generations to 
come. Just one tragic consequence of such 
a war will be the effect it will have on new 
born children, both now and in the future. The 
weapons available today are so destructive 
that they could lead to generation after 
generation of children being born with severe 
genetic or physical defects. 

Japan is the one country to have experienced 
the abhorrent consequences of atomic 
warfare, when it was attacked by nuclear 
bombs during the Second World War. Even 
today when you visit Japan and meet its 
people, you see an absolute fear and hatred 
of war visible in their eyes and from what they 
say. Yet the nuclear bombs that were used 
at that time and which caused widespread 
devastation, were much less powerful than 
the atomic weapons that are possessed by 
even very small nations today.

 It is said that in Japan, even though seven 
decades have passed, yet the effects of the 
atom bombs are still continuing to be manifest 
on newborn children. If a person is shot by a 
bullet, then it is sometimes possible for him 
to survive through medical treatment, but 
if a nuclear war breaks out, then those who 
are in the firing line will have no such luck. 
Instead, we will find that people will instantly 
die and freeze like statues, and their skin 
will simply melt away. Drinking water, food 
and vegetation will all be contaminated and 
affected by radiation. We can only imagine 
what type of diseases such contamination will 
lead to. In those places that are not directly 
hit and where the effects of the radiation are 
somewhat less, even there the risk of diseases 
and illness will become much higher and the 
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future generations will also bear much greater 
risks. 

Therefore, as I have said, the devastating and 
destructive effects of such warfare will not be 
limited to the war and its aftermath, but will 
pass from generation to generation. These are 
the real consequences of such warfare, and 
yet today there are selfish and foolish people 
who are extremely proud of their invention 
and describe what they have developed as a 
gift to the world. 

The truth is that the so-called beneficial 
aspects of nuclear energy and technology 
can be extremely dangerous and lead 
to widespread destruction, due to either 
negligence or due to accidents. We have 
already witnessed such catastrophes, such 
as the nuclear accident that occurred in 1986 
in Chernobyl, in what is now Ukraine, and just 
last year after the earthquake and tsunami in 
Japan, it too had to contend with great danger 
and the country was placed in fear. When such 
events happen, then it is also very difficult to 
repopulate the affected regions. Due to their 
unique and tragic experiences, the Japanese 
have become extremely cautious and indeed, 
their sense of fear and terror is fully justified. 

It is an obvious statement that people die in 
wars, and so when Japan entered the Second 
World War, its Government and its people 
were well aware that some people would 
be killed. It is said that approximately three 
million people died in Japan, and this came 
to about 4% of the country’s population. Even 
though a number of other countries may have 
suffered higher proportions of deaths in terms 
of total numbers, yet the hatred and aversion 
to war that we find in the Japanese people 
remains much higher in comparison to others. 
The simple reason for this is certainly the two 
nuclear bombs that were dropped on Japan 
during World War II, and the consequences 
of which they are still witnessing and having 
to bear even today. Japan has proved its 
greatness and resilience by being able to 
repopulate and rehabilitate its towns relatively 
quickly. But let it be clear that if nuclear 
weapons are used again today, then it is quite 
possible that parts of certain countries could 
be completely wiped off the map. They could 
cease to exist. 

Conservative estimates put the death toll of 
the Second World War at about 62 million 
and it is said that around 40 million of those 
who were killed were civilians. Thus, in 
other words, more civilians died than military 
personnel. Such devastation occurred despite 
the fact that apart from in Japan, a traditional 
war was fought with conventional weapons 
everywhere else. The United Kingdom had to 
bear the loss of around half a million people. 
Of course, at that time, it was still a colonial 
power and so its colonies also fought on its 
behalf. If we include their losses then the 
death toll rises to millions.

In India alone, around 1.6 million people lost 
their lives. However, today the situation has 
changed, and those very countries that were 
colonies of the United Kingdom, and who 
fought for the British Empire, could today fight 
against Great

Britain if war breaks out. Moreover, as I 
mentioned earlier, even some small countries 
have acquired nuclear weapons.

 What causes great fear is the knowledge 
that such nuclear weapons could end up in 
the hands of such people who either do not 
have the ability or who choose not to think 
about the consequences of their actions. In 
truth, such people do not even care about the 
consequences, and are trigger-happy.

Thus, if the major powers do not act with 
justice, do not eliminate the frustrations of 
smaller nations and do not adopt great and 
wise policies, then the situation will spiral out 
of control and the destruction that will follow is 
beyond our comprehension and imagination. 
Even the majority of the world who do desire 
peace will also become engulfed by this 
devastation.

Thus, it is my ardent wish and hope that 
the leaders of all major nations come to 
understand this dreadful reality, and so instead 
of adopting aggressive policies and utilising 
force to achieve their aims and objectives, 
they strive to adopt policies that promote and 
secure justice.

 Recently, a very senior Russian military 
commander issued a serious warning about 
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the potential risk of a nuclear war. It was his 
view that such a war would not be fought in 
Asia or elsewhere, but would be fought on 
Europe’s borders, and that the threat might 
originate and ignite from Eastern European 
countries. Though some people will say that 
this was simply his personal opinion, I myself 
do not believe his views to be improbable, but 
in addition, I also believe that if such a war 
breaks out, then it is highly likely that Asian 
countries will also become involved.

Another news item that was recently given 
widespread media coverage was the views of 
a recently retired chief of Israel’s intelligence 
agency, Mossad. During an interview with the 
wellknown American television channel, CBS, 
he said that it was becoming apparent that 
the Israeli Government wished to wage war 
on Iran. He said that if such an attack took 
place it would be impossible to know where 
or how such a war would come to end. Thus, 
he strongly advised against any attack. In this 
respect, it is my opinion that such a war will 
end with nuclear destruction.

I recently also came across an article in which 
the author stated that the situation of the world 
today is similar to the situation in 1932, both in 
economic terms and also politically. He wrote 
that in certain countries the people held no 
confidence in their politicians or their so-called 
democracies. He also said that there were 
many other similarities and parallels which 
were combining together to form the same 
image today that was witnessed just prior to 
the outbreak of the Second World War. 

Some may disagree with his analysis, but on 
the contrary, I agree with it and that is why 
I believe the world’s governments ought to 
be extremely worried and concerned at the 
current state of affairs. Similarly, the unjust 
leaders of some Muslim countries, whose 
only objective is to hold onto their power at 
any means and at any cost, should come to 
their senses. Otherwise, their acts and their 
foolishness will be the means of their demise, 
and they will lead their respective countries 
towards a most terrifying predicament. 

We, who are members of the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community, try our utmost to save 
the world and humanity from destruction. This 

is because in this era, we have accepted the 
Imam of the Age, who was sent by Allah as the 
Promised Messiah, and came as a servant to 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 
him), who himself was sent as a Mercy for all 
of Mankind. 

It is because we follow the teachings of the 
Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) that we feel 
extreme pain and anguish in our hearts at the 
state of the world. It is that pain which drives 
us in our efforts to try and save humanity from 
destruction and suffering. Therefore, I and all 
other Ahmadi Muslims are striving to fulfil our 
responsibilities towards achieving peace in 
the world.

One way in which I have tried to promote 
peace is through a series of letters that I have 
written to certain world leaders. A few months 
ago, I sent a letter to Pope Benedict, which 
was delivered to him in person by an Ahmadi 
representative of mine. In the letter I said to 
him that as he was the leader of the world’s 
biggest religious denomination, he ought to 
endeavour to establish peace. 

In similar vein, more recently and upon 
observing that hostilities between Iran and 
Israel were boiling over to a very dangerous 
level, I sent a letter to both Israel’s Prime 
Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, and Iran’s 
President, Mahmud Ahmedinejad, in which I 
urged them to forsake all forms of haste and 
recklessness when making decisions, for the 
sake of mankind. 

I have also recently written to President 
Barack Obama and Canada’s Prime Minister, 
Stephen Harper, calling on both of them to 
fulfil their roles and responsibilities towards 
the development of peace and harmony in the 
world. I am also planning to write and warn 
other Heads of State and leaders in the near 
future. 

I do not know if my letters will be given any 
value or weight by the various leaders I 
have written to, but whatever their reaction, 
an attempt has been made by me, as the 
Khalifah and spiritual leader of millions of 
Ahmadi Muslims worldwide, to convey their 
feelings and emotions about the perilous state 
of the world. 
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Let it be clear that I have not expressed these 
sentiments because of any personal fear, but 
instead, I am motivated out of a sincere love 
for humanity. This love for humanity has been 
developed and instilled in all true Muslims by 
the teachings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) who, as I have already 
mentioned, was sent as a means of mercy 
and compassion for all of mankind.

 Most likely you will be very surprised or even 
shocked to hear that our love for mankind is 
a direct result of the teachings of the Holy 
Prophet (peace be upon him). The question 
may arise in your minds that why then are 
there Muslim terrorist groups that are killing 
innocent people, or why are there Muslim 
governments, who in order to protect their 
seats of power, are ordering the mass killings 
of members of their public? 

Let it be absolutely clear that in reality, such 
evil acts are completely contrary to the real 
teachings of Islam. The Holy Qur’an does not 
give permission, under any circumstances, for 
extremism or terrorism. 

In this age, according to our beliefs, God 
Almighty sent the Founder of the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Jama‘at, Hadrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
of Qadian (peace be upon him) as the Promised 
Messiah and the Imam Mahdi, in complete 
submission to the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him). The Promised Messiah 
(peace be upon him) was sent to propagate 
the real and true teachings of Islam and the 
Holy Qur’an. He was sent to establish a bond 
between man and God Almighty. He was sent 
to identify and recognize the rights owed by 
man to one another. He was sent to end all 
forms of religious warfare. He was sent to 
establish the respect, dignity and honour 
of every Founder and every Prophet of any 
religion. He was sent to draw attention towards 
attaining the highest standards of moral values 
and to establish peace, love, compassion and 
brotherhood throughout the world.

 If you go to any part of the world, you will 
find these very qualities embedded in all true 
Ahmadi Muslims. For us neither terrorists nor 
extremists are examples, nor are the cruel 
Muslim dictators examples to us, nor are 
Western powers examples to us. The example 

that we follow is that of the Founder of Islam, 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 
him) and our guiding instructions are the Holy 
Qur’an.

Thus, from this Peace Symposium, I send 
a message to the entire world, that the 
message and teachings of Islam are of love, 
compassion, kindness and peace. Sadly, we 
find that a small minority of Muslims present 
a completely distorted image of Islam and 
act upon their misguided beliefs. I say to all 
of you, that you should not believe this to be 
the real Islam and thus use such misguided 
acts as a licence to hurt the sentiments of the 
peaceful majority of Muslims or make them a 
target of cruelty. 

The Holy Qur’an is the holiest and most sacred 
Book for all Muslims and so to use abusive 
and foul language or to burn it will certainly 
grievously injure the feelings of Muslims. We 
have seen that when this happens it often 
leads to a completely wrong and inappropriate 
reaction by extremist Muslims.

 Just very recently we heard of two incidents in 
Afghanistan, where some American soldiers 
disrespected the Holy Qur’an, and killed 
innocent women and children in their homes. 
Similarly, a merciless person shot dead some 
French soldiers in the South of France without 
any reason, and then some days later he 
entered a school and killed three innocent 
Jewish children and one of their teachers.

 We find that this behaviour is completely 
wrong and can never lead to peace. We also 
see such cruelties regularly come to pass in 
Pakistan and elsewhere and so all of these 
acts are giving the opponents of Islam fuel 
to venttheir hatred and a pretext upon which 
to pursue their goals on a large scale. Such 
barbaric acts carried out on a smaller scale 
are not conducted due to personal enmities or 
grudges, but are in fact the result of the unjust 
policies adopted by certain governments, both 
at a domestic and at an international level.

Thus, for peace in the world to be established 
it is essential that proper standards of justice 
are developed at every level, and in every 
country of the world. The Holy Qur’an has 
deemed the killing of one innocent person 
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without reason akin to killing all of mankind. 

So once again, as a Muslim, I shall make it 
absolutely clear that Islam does not permit 
cruelty or oppression in any way, shape or 
form. This is an injunction that is absolute 
and without exception. The Qur’an further 
states that even if any country or people 
hold enmity towards you that must not stop 
you from acting in a fully just and fair manner 
when dealing with them. It should not be that 
any enmities or rivalries lead you to taking 
revenge or acting disproportionately. Another 
vital injunction given to us by the Holy Qur’an 
is that the wealth and resources of others 
should not be looked upon with envy or greed. 

I have mentioned just a few points, but these 
are such that are crucially important because 
they lay the foundation for peace and justice 
in society and the wider world. I pray that the 
world pays attention to these key issues, so 
that we can be saved from the destruction of 
the world that we are being led towards by the 
unjust and untruthful people. 

I would like to take this opportunity to apologize 
that I have taken up quite some time, but the 
truth is that the subject of establishing peace 
in the world is of truly vast importance. Time is 
running out, and before it is too late we must 
all pay great heed and attention to the needs 
of the time.

 Before I bring my speech to an end, I would 
like to talk about one important thing. As 
we are all aware, these days the Diamond 
Jubilee of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II, is 
being celebrated. If we rewind the clock 115 
years to 1897, the Diamond Jubilee of Queen 
Victoria was also being celebrated. At that 
time, the Founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community sent a congratulatory message to 
Queen Victoria.

 In his message, he conveyed both the 
teachings of Islam and he also sent a message 
of prayers for the British Government and for 
the long life of the Queen. In his message, 
the Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) 
wrote that the best quality of the Queen’s 
Government was that under its rule, all people 
were granted religious freedom. 

In today’s world the British Government no 
longer rules over the Sub-Continent, but 
still the principles of freedom of religion are 
deeply entrenched in British society and its 
laws, through which every person is granted 
religious freedom. 

Indeed, a very beautiful example of this 
freedom is being witnessed here tonight 
where the followers of various different faiths, 
religions and beliefs have joined together 
in one place with a common aspiration of 
seeking peace in the world.

Therefore, using the same words and prayers 
that the Promised Messiah (peace be upon 
him) used, I take this opportunity to offer 
heartfelt congratulations to Queen Elizabeth. 
As he said: “|May our congratulations filled with 
happiness and gratitude to our compassionate 
Queen be conveyed. And may the honourable 
Queen always be kept happy and content.”

The Promised Messiah (peace be upon him) 
further offered prayers for Queen Victoria, and 
so again I use his words to pray for Queen 
Elizabeth:

 “O Powerful and Noble God. Through your 
Grace and Blessings keep our honoured 
Queen forever happy in the same way that 
we are living happily under her benevolence 
and kindness; and be kind and loving to her in 
the same way that we are living in peace and 
prosperity under her generous and righteous 
rule.”

Thus, these are sentiments of gratitude that 
are held by every Ahmadi Muslim who is a 
British citizen. 

At the end I would like to once again express 
my gratitude to all of you from the depths of my 
heart, who by coming here have demonstrated 
their love, affection and brotherhood. 

Thank you very much.



  Jan - Mar 2014     ISMA‘IL           33

By Akhalaq Ahmad anjum

HADHRAT HAFIZ MUEEN UD -DIN (ra)

 One day, the Promised Messiah 
(as) suggested to Hafiz Sahib to move 
down to Qadian and put up his residence 
there. Presuming the Promised Messaih 
to be a rich person, Hadhrat Hafiz Sahib 
assumed that the Promised Messiah (as) 
meant to keep him in his employ. Hadhrat 
Hafiz Sahib pointed out to the Promised 
Messiah (as) that there was not much he 
would be able to do for him. The Promised 
Messiah (as) explained to him that he 
did not expect much from him except to 
memorize Holy Quran and join him in his 
daily prayers. Consequently, at times The 
Promised Messiah (as) would lead the 
prayer and Hadhrat Hafiz Sahib would 
follow him and vice versa. This saintly 
soul chose to live in the holy proximity 
of the Promised Messiah (as) and would 
pray till late into the night so much so that 
his legs and feet would become swollen 
from over exertion. He lived in austerity 
and sometimes he would not be able to 
buy food for himself but still he would 
not let anybody know of his plight. 

 The Promised Messiah (as) urged 
his followers to donate a part of their 
income for the propagation of Islam. 
Hadhrat Hafiz Sahib took it upon himself 
to donate money regularly for this 
purpose and would scribble down the 
amount in the notebook which he kept 
specifically for this end. Sometimes the 
Promised Messiah (as) would tell him to 
keep back some money for his own self, 

but Hadhrat Hafiz Sahib would always say 
he had no use for that money and that 
it would be there if he spent it for the 
propagation of Islam.

   Hadhrat Sheikh Yaqoob Ali Sahib Irfani 
narrates that on one winter night it was 
raining and streets were all muddy. After 
Isha prayer, I heard the footsteps of 
someone. I called out to know who he 
was. “It is me, Hafiz Mueen”, came back 
the reply. “It rained heavily today and I 
know that a bitch has some newborn 
puppies so I have brought some food for 
them”, he added.

HADHRAT MUNSHI AROOREY KHAN (ra)

 Hadhrat Munshi Aroorey Khan 
Sahib, through the blessings of the 
Promised Messiah (as), rose from a 
mere draftsman to the rank of Revenue 
Collector and Administrator of his area. 
He willingly chose to live in a small room 
though he once held a high office in the 
state.

 The Promised Messiah (as) lauded 
his loyalty and sincerity as follows, 
“Munshi Sahib has got a heart that is 
worth its weight in Gold. His devotion 
and sincerity towards me is fathomless. 
He is a genuine seeker of the Truth. He 
is always on the look out to grab any 
opportunity to render some kind of 
service to me. I rightly presume that he 
holds great admiration for me that almost 
borders worship. Most probably nothing 

(Translated by Hameed Uddin Nasir)

GLIMPSES OF LIVES OF 
SOME COMPANIONS OF 

THE PROMISED MESSIAH (AS) 

PART III
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pleases him more than to serve me and 
sacrifice for me with every faculty of his 
being, rather more than his capacities. 
He is a simple and straightforward person 
with a brave heart. May Allah reward him 
amply for his efforts”. (Azala-e-Auhaam; 
Volume: 2, Page: 532)

 Hadhrat Mirza Bashiruddin 
Mahmood Ahmad, the second Khalifa 
of the Promised Messiah (as) narrates, 
“After the demise of the Promised 
Messiah (as), I heard a knock on my door. 
I came out and found Munshi Aroorey 
Khan Sahib standing there. As soon as he 
saw me, he started crying uncontrollably. 
I became worried and asked him what 
the matter was. He replied that during 
the lifetime of the Promised Messiah 
(as) he had a meagre salary and he could 
only look on with envy when richer 
devotees would bring valuable gifts to 
the Promised Messiah (as). He always 
wished if he could present a gold coin to 
the Promised Messiah (as), but he was 
never able to afford it. He started to save 
up money. Over the time, he was able to 
save enough money to buy a gold coin 
but then he thought to himself that one 
coin was not enough and he started to 
save some more money. He had not quite 
saved enough to buy another coin when 
the Promised Messiah (as) passed away. 
Would you please pass this gold coin to 
the wife of the Late Promised Messiah 
(as) so as to make my conscience at 
peace”.

HADHRAT SHAHZADAH 
ABDUL LATEEF (ra)

                                  
 He was one of those pious souls 
who are blessed with pure heart and 
who have the courage to lay down their 
lives for their faith without flinching. He 
was even offered many a temporal gains 
if only he renounced his newfound faith. 
But he stood steadfast and preferred to 
remain faithful to The Almighty rather 
than his life. It was the piety of the 
Promised Messiah (as), which led Hadhrat 
Shahzadeh Sahib to attain perpetual 
life in the hereafter and the ultimate 
proximity to God Almighty. His supreme 
sacrifice would live forever in the history 
of Ahmadiyyat and the future generation 
would feel proud of his sacrifice. 

 Shahzadeh Abdul Lateef Sahib was 
a scholar of very high standing and a 
practicing one. He was highly venerated 
and had a great respect in the Afghan 
society. He was quite hospitable and very 
often experienced dreams and visions, 
which would invariably come true. The 
king of Afghanistan held him in great 
esteem. He came to know about the 
Promised Messiah (as) in Kabul through 
Pir Chunn Shah. He embarked on his 
journey   with the intent of performing 
Hajj. When he reached Lahore, he 
changed his mind due to some draconian 
restrictions placed on performing Hajj. 
From Lahore, he came to Qadian for his 
auspicious meeting with the Promised 
Messiah (as), trekking on foot from 
Batala to Qadian, a distance of about 20 
Km. He met the Promised Messiah (as) 
for the fist time after the Zohar prayer. 
He would accompany the Promised 
Messiah (as) in his daily promenade. He 
was soon enamoured by the persona and 
the saintliness of the Promised Messiah 
(as). Soon the intense fire of his spiritual 
leader started to consume his heart. One 
of his students, Hadhrat Buzurg Sahib 
remembers that when Shahzadeh Sahib 
was in the audience with the Promised 
Messiah (as), a strange change would 
descend on him. Occasionally he would 
massage the Promised Messiah (as)’s feet 
out of his love and respect for him.

 The following two incidents 
describe amply his love and respect for 
the Promised Messiah (as).

 Hadhrat Sahibzadeh Sahib always 
accompanied the Promised Messiah (as) 
on his daily walk. On his return from the 
walk, he would linger on a considerable 
time to dust off his clothes. When once 
asked about this delay, he replied, he 
waits to make sure that he dusts off his 
clothes after the Promised Messiah (as) 
had done so thus not to show disrespect 
to him.

 Once when the Promised Messiah 
(as) was walking back from his daily walk, 
Hadhrat Sahibzadeh Sahib turned to one 
of his company and said just now a hourie 
(a nymph from paradise) approached me 
and urged me to look at her but I said I am 
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in the company of the Promised Messiah 
(as) and I declined her offer. 
 After staying in the company of The 
Promised Messiah (as) Sahibzadeh 
Sahib decided to return back home. The 
Promised Messiah (as), on his departure, 
along with some of his companions 
accompanied Shahzadeh Sahib to a 
considerable distance. When departing, 
he threw himself onto the feet of the 
Promised Messiah (as) and holding them 
with his both hands, beseeched him to 
pray for him. The Promised Messiah (as) 
lifted him up with great affection and 
kindness and consoled him with words of 
solace.

 On his return to Syed Gah (the 
town of his abode) he was martyred. 
Despite repeated warnings, admonitions 
and threats of dire consequences unless 
he renounced his newfound faith and 
disown the Promised Messiah (as), but 
Sahibzadeh sahib’s rock-strong faith never 
succumbed to their temptations and 
threats and he remained steadfast thus 
showed unparalleled courage displayed 
only by Muslims of earlier days.

 The Promised Messiah (as) in one 
of his of Persian poems lauded his loyalty 
and sincerity by saying, behold this pure 
soul who sacrificed his life for his belief 
and remained loyal till his last breath. He 
now lies buried under the stones. That 
courageous and godly person proved his 
mettle and gave up his dear life for the 
sake of his beloved God and his faith 
(Durr-e-Sameen; Persian section)
   
 The Promised Messiah (as) wrote, 
“Martyrdom of this kind is unprecedented 
in the last 1300 years. It is not easy to 
sacrifice even if you are struggling to 
make both ends meet but to give up you 
life when you have wealth, respect, a 
high station in the society and have every 
conceivable worldly comfort at one’s 
feet. If only he would have consented 
to the wishes of the Emir, he could have 
regained his esteem and position in the 
society. But he spurned all the temporal 
offers and risked his family’s wellbeing 
and his faith never wavered. In fact, he 
displayed such an unwavering faith in his 
beliefs that should be emulated by all the 
Ahmadi Muslims.

 I advise all Ahmadi Muslims to 
read this book (Tadhkira-Tu-Shahada-
Tain) over and over again and ponder 
over it and pray that one should reach 
this state in his faith. The Martyrdom of 
Shahzadeh Sahib is an ideal example of 
steadfastness and perseverance in the 
face of all persecutions. How he gave 
preference to his beliefs and faith even 
over his family and worldly status. For 
others he may be dead but he lives in the 
eyes of God .The comforts and the status 
of this world could not weaken his faith.
 
 One might think that he is no more 
and dead but believe you me he lives on 
forever through his sacrifice. Though he 
did not have much longer time to stay in 
my company but even in that short period 
of time he made enormous spiritual 
progress. Despite various temptations 
of higher ranks promised to him if only 
he would relinquish his faith, he never 
succumbed to these offers and kept 
his covenant to God Almighty in giving 
preference to the faith over everything 
else.”   (Malfoozat: Vol:VI, Page:255-256)
                                     
 It is a fact that God blessed the 
Promised Messiah (as) with hundreds 
of such followers whose sole purpose 
of their lives was to seek pleasure and 
proximity of God. They were God-loving, 
meek and humble people and loved their 
fellow-beings and lived self-effacing lives. 
When these pious souls prostrated in 
their prayers their hearts would mellow 
and they would be overpowered by the 
fear of God and they would drench the 
places of worship with their tears.  May 
we transform our souls and May God 
infuse in our souls with similar sense of 
sacrifice! May The Almighty Allah make 
us eager to emulate their readiness to 
sacrifice their health and wealth in the 
way of God, so that we may deserve to be 
the recipient of the blessings of prayers 
of the Promised Messiah (as). May The 
Almighty Allah cause our hearts to be 
laden with sweet fruits of pious deeds 
and purge our hearts and minds of any 
weakness and indolence May Allah instil 
in our hearts His magnificence to the 
extent that our souls may become one 
with Him.  Ameen.
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Under the above heading the Promised Messiahas, wrote the following before his 
Qasidah:

“This is a wonderful and beautiful Qasidah full of literary elegance and fine jewels 
of the Arabic language, and is written in praise of my master and leader of both 
worlds, Hadrat Khatamun- Nabiyyin, Muhammad, may peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him, whose praise Allah has mentioned in His Own clear book. O Allah, 
May Your blessings and peace be showered upon him until the Day of Judgment. 
To write this Qasidah was not possible due to my meek and humble nature, and 
limited intelligence; nor could my abilities surpass in this area. I could not originate 
the secrets that are embedded within this Qasidah. On the contrary, whatever 
I have stated is from my Allah, Who is my Friend, and such a Companion is He 
Who is with me at all times, Who provides me food and drink, and when I make 
a mistake or am misled He guides me, and when I become ill He cures me. The 
literary excellence, interesting dialogue, and the fascinating and comprehensive 
words in which you find uniqueness and rarity are not a product of my own effort; 
but even then, Allah has given me supremacy over the writers who are masters of 
the pen, and this is a sign from my God for people of knowledge. I have expressed 
this matter for the sole purpose that I may be rewarded for being thankful, and so 
that I should not be counted among the ungrateful.1 1 A’ina’-e-Kamalat-e-Islam, 
Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 5, p. 590

Commentary of the Qasidah

THE BELOVED IN THE EYES OF THE LOVER

The holy writer of the Qasidah (Hadrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (as), the Promised 
Messiah and Mahdi) felt limitless love for the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa, who is 

Introduction to 
Al-Qaseeda
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the intercessor for sinners and is the beloved of the Lord of the worlds. The writer 
held the belief that just as Allah is Unique and Alone in His attributes, His beloved, 
the Seal of the Prophets, Hadrat Muhammad Mustafa (sa) was indisputably unique 
and excellent in his qualities and attributes in comparison to all humanity. None 
before him could reach his station, nor would anyone be able to reach it until the 
Day of Judgment. This is the reason, that after his love for Allah, the Promised 
Messiah (as) possessed the greatest love for the Holy Prophet (sa). He states in his 
Persian poetry:

  “After Allah I am intoxicated with the love of Muhammad (sa), And if this be 
considered infidelity, then by God, I am a great infidel. Every limb of my body sings 
the songs of his love. Lost in his love I have no desires of my own, but am fully 
sensitive for my beloved. (Izala-e-Auham, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 3, p. 185)

This is also the reason he expresses his love and affection for the Holy Prophet 
(sa) in the same tone and manner he expresses his love for Allah. For example, he 
wrote the following couplet addressing Allah Himself:

 “If all Thy lovers were slaughtered,I would be the first to proclaim the slogan of 
Thy love”. (A’ina’-e-Kamalat-e-Islam, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 5, p. 658)

He addresses his beloved Hadrat Muhammad (sa) in the exact same manner:
“If the sword was waged against thy lovers, I would be the first to sacrifice my life.”

EXCEEDING ALL OTHERS IN LOVE

When an individual possesses many admirers, the person with the strongest love 
will have a greater desire to abandon life itself for the sake of the beloved. The 
Promised Messiah (as) has expressed this desire of love in the following couplet:

“I am looking at the face of my beloved. If anyone should give him his heart, I 
would offer him my life. (Siraj-e-Munir, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 12, p. 97)

At another place he says:
“O my beloved, I have come to know of your infinite beauties. If others are simply 
your servants, I am prepared to offer you my life. (A’ina’-e-Kamalat-e-Islam, Ruhani 
Khaza’in, vol. 5, p. 26)

In the above couplets the Promised Messiah (as) testifies that his love embraces the 
forefront of all others who claim to love his beloved, the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
(sa).
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TO SHOW ENVY FOR ONES BELOVED

Due to his extreme love the Promised Messiah (as) could not tolerate hearing a 
single word against the honour of his beloved. This would deeply offend his heart 
and soul. His following expression was written in relation to the absurdity and 
effrontery undertaken against the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sa) by the blind and 
belligerent Christian priests:

“I swear by Allah that if all my sons, my grandsons, my helpers and my servants 
were slaughtered in my presence; and my hands and feet severed, my eyes plucked 
out and all my desires were left unfulfilled; it would all be less shocking to me than 
the insult and ridicule of these people. (A’ina’-e-Kamalat-e-Islam, Ruhani Khaza’in, 
vol. 5, p. 15, translated from Arabic)

On one occasion, the Promised Messiah was staying at Lahore, India (currently 
in Pakistan). Pundit Lekh Ram, a Hindu who used to abuse the Holy Prophet 
Muhammadsa with foul language, offered Salam [i.e. greeting of ‘peace’] to him, 
but he did not respond. The Pundit offered his salam a second time and he still 
paid no heed. One of the companions of the Promised Messiah pointed out that 
Pundit Lekh Ram was offering Salam to him upon which, the Promised Messiah 
(as) stated, ‘He utters filthy words against my master and offers Salam to me?’ In 
other words, the envy of the Promised Messiah (as) did not allow him to exchange 
salutations with one who utters filth against his master.

INTENSITY OF LOVE

It is quite obvious from the writings of the Promised Messiah (as) that there was 
an ocean of love flowing in his heart for his patron, Prophet Muhammad (sa). His 
passionate love assumed the shape of a storm, and nothing could stand in the way 
of its towering and overpowering waves. 

The following couplets illustrate the intensity of his love:

“Since the time I had seen the light of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sa), my love 
for him has intensified within my heart as the rage of a waterfall. O my friends, 
move away from me [i.e. take caution] for my burning love for the Holy Prophet 
(sa) streaks through my breath like lightning.
(A’ina’-e-Kamalat-e-Islam, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 5, p. 27)
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TO MOLD ONESELF LIKE THE BELOVED

In perfect love one strives to mould oneself in the manner of the beloved. An 
attempt is made to imitate the style, demeanour, etiquette and appearance of 
the beloved. As the degree of love heightens, the attraction towards the qualities 
of the beloved grows in proportion until at last; it culminates into a mirror image 
of the beloved. When this takes place no difference remains between the lover 
and the beloved. I have become you and you have become me. It is as if I am the 
body and you are my soul. From this point on no one can say we are two different 
beings.

The Promised Messiah (as), the writer of this Qasidah, also achieved unity with 
Prophet Muhammad (sa) through his extreme and perfect love. He writes in his 
Persian poetry:
“My face has absorbed into his face and you can smell his fragrance from my home 
and the street whereupon I live. I am lost in his love. In reality I am him, I am him, 
I am him. My soul is nourished from his soul and the same sun has risen from my 
person. Ahmad [i.e. Muhammad (sa)] has appeared in the body of Ahmad [i.e. the 
Promised Messiah (as)] and therefore, I was given the same name which was given 
to this everlasting human being. (Siraj-e-Munir, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 12, p. 97)

EVERLASTING LIFE

In this state, when a true lover absorbs himself in the love of the beloved, then he 
discovers that his life is the same as that of his beloved, as quoted in this verse:

“Such a love establishes itself forever and liberates itself from any kind of death. 
The writer of the Qasidah, the founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, 
maintained this degree of love for the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sa), which is 
never ending. He writes:
“O my beloved, even though I will die, my love will live forever and will never die. 
And when people will be heard from their graves, my voice will be recognized by 
your praise. Other people will be calling out the names of their loved ones but 
upon my tongue shall be your name alone. My tongue will be repeating, ‘O my 
beloved Muhammad (sa), my dear Muhammad (sa), my adored Muhammad (sa).” 
(Minanur-Rahman, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 9, p. 169) 

O our Allah, send Your blessings on Muhammad (sa) and on his lover the Promised 
Messiah (as), and shower Your blessings and Your peace.
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Al-Qaseeda
at a Glance

Azhaar Ahmad Ashraf (BSc, MRes)

Prophet Muhammadsaw was described by Allah Himself as the most perfect human being who 
ever existed or can exist. Allah has stated in the Holy Quran (al-Qalam 68:5) that Prophet Mu-
hammadsaw, the best of His creation, who possessed high moral excellences. Most beautifully, it 
is reported in a Hadith 1 that Allah would not have created the universe if it was not for the 
Prophetsaw. Taken together, the Holy Prophetsaw has been described as the central point of the cir-
cle of humanity and Allah Himself bears testimony to hissaw perfect being. Hesaw is the perfect 
manifestation of Allah’s attributes. For example, Muhammadsaw is a reflection of Allah’s quality 
Al-Rahman i.e. the most Gracious. Allah bestows blessings upon His creation indiscriminately 
and hence provides sun, moon, air, water and food etc through his Grace. Likewise, the Holy 
Prophetsaw who was revealed the everlasting Holy Quran proceeded to deliver the message of 
Islam to the whole world without the intention of seeking any reward from humanity; “Say, ‘I 
ask not of you any reward for it, nor am I of those who are given to affection’.” (Sad 38:87)
   
One cannot reach nearness to Allah without immersing in the love of Prophet Muhammad-
saw, as hesaw is the one loved most dearly by Allah. Eyes cannot reach Allah but he reaches the 
eyes. If one was to profoundly love the Prophetsaw and invoke blessings upon himsaw, that par-
ticular person would be reached by God instantly. Promised Messiahas is the perfect exam-
ple of the preceding statements, and how heas witnessed the benevolence and mercy of Al-
lah through his affection of the master of all prophets, Muhammadsaw. Heas purified his soul 
by following the purifiersaw. As a result, Promised Messiahas became the recipient of Al-
lah’s choicest blessings and favours. Islam is the only true, living religion because it was re-
vealed for the benefit of the whole world in contrast to the previous, region specific religions.
          
The Promised Messiahas, the reformer of this age, intoxicated with the love and admiration of 
the Prophetsaw wrote an Arabic ‘Al-Qasidah’ of 70 couplets praising hissaw pristine life and no-
ble character. The Promised Messiahas wrote the following regarding his Qasidah 2: “This is a 
wonderful and beautiful Qasidah full of literary elegance and fine jewels of the Arabic language, 
and is written in praise of my master and leader of both worlds, Hadrat Khatamun Nabiyyin, Mu-
hammad, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, whose praise Allah has mentioned in His 
Own clear book. O Allah, may Your blessings and peace be showered upon him until the Day 
of Judgement. To write this Qasidah was not possible due to my meek and humble nature, and 
limited intelligence; nor could my abilities surpass in this area. I could not originate the secrets 
that are embedded within this Qasidah. On the contrary, whatever I have stated is from my Al-
lah, Who is my Friend, and such a Companion is He Who is with me at all times. Who provides 
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me food and drink, and when I make a mistake or am misled He guides me, and when I become 
ill He cures me. The literary excellence, interesting dialogue, and the fascinating and compre-
hensive words in which you find uniqueness and rarity are not a product of my own effort; but 
even then, Allah has given me supremacy over the writers who are masters of the pen, and this is 
a sign from my God for people of knowledge. I have expressed this matter for the sole purpose 
that I may be rewarded for being thankful, and so that I should not be counted among the ungrate-
ful.” In hisas Persian poetry, “After Allah I am intoxicated with the love of Muhammadsa, And if 
this be considered infidelity, then by God, I am a great infidel.” How beautiful is the expression 
used by Hadhrat Ahmadas to describe his love for the beloved Prophet Muhammadsaw. From Prom-
ised Messiahas life, it is obvious that heas far exceeded everyone else in love for the Prophetsaw.    

To understand the Qasidah, the reader is referred to ‘A commentary of AL-QASIDAH’ by 
Maulana Jalal-ud-Din Shams, may Allah bless him for his humble and noble efforts. Couplets 
of the Qasidah written by Promised Messiahas 1-9 begin with the personal qualities and ex-
cellences of the Holy Prophetsaw.   In couplets 10-19, the examples of the followers of Proph-
etsaw are presented as proof of hissaw truth and eminence. Couplets 20-39 mention the great 
revolution that took place amongst the nation of Arabia by the efforts of the Holy Prophetsaw. 
Couplets 40-51 mention superiority of Prophet Muhammadsaw over other prophets with the 
perfect manifestation of God’s attributes being the Holy Prophetsaw. The Promised Mes-
siahas talks about his irrevocable relationship with the Holy Prophetsaw in couplets 52-55.
 
Couplets 56-58 are directed towards the Muslims who sadly believe that Jesusas like a super-
natural being is alive in the heavens and that he will come down in some unknown period of 
time. Couplet 59 affirms the fact that Jesusas died as all mortal men die. In couplets 60-62, 
Promised Messiahas bears witness to the living religion of Prophet Muhammadsaw. The Holy 
Prophetsaw power of purification and spirituality is living and will perpetuate until the end of 
time. By following himsaw, Promised Messiahas was miraculously raised to life and heas is 
the proof of the living spirituality of Prophetsaw. Due to the numerous favours Promised Mes-
siahas received from Allah by following the person of Muhammadsaw, heas prays to Allah for 
the elevation of the status of the Holy Prophetsaw in this world and the hereafter (couplet 63). 

In couplet 64, Promised Messiahas complains to his mastersaw regarding the atrocities com-
mitted against himas by his refuters. In couplet 65, the reason of complaining is explained i.e. 
the relationship between Holy Prophetsaw and Promised Messiahas is such that the enemy can-
not escape punishment. Couplet 66 addresses Holy Prophetsaw as the bravest leader of the world 
and the one who is most highly ranked. In couplet 67, Promised Messiahas requests his master-
saw to look at himas with mercy and grace. Couplet 68 describes the extreme love of the Prom-
ised Messiahas for the Prophetsaw. The last two couplets (69-70) mention Promised Messiahas 
everlasting love for Muhammadsaw. Heas ended his Qasidah in a manner illustrating that eve-
ry moment of his life was spent in love and admiration of the Holy Prophetsaw. Heas was fly-
ing through endless space of the world of love, which has no boundaries, to grasp a glimpse 
of the purest and noblest Prophet of all, Muhammadsaw (May peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him): “My body yearns to fly towards you out of love; Would that I had the power to fly!”                  

References
1) Silsilatul-Ahadithid-Da’ifati Wal-Maudu’ati, vol.1, by Muhammad Nasir-ud-Din Al-Bani, 
p.450, Hadith no.282, Maktabatul-Ma’arifi, Riyad, 2000 A.D      
2) A’ina’-e-Kamalat-e-Islam, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol.5, p.590 
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Auspicious Birth

The hour of the manifestation of Āminah’s 
light was fast approaching and the days of her 
delivery were near. She lived in The Valley of 
Banī Hāshim and was anxiously waiting for 
her child to enter the light of this world, so 
as to rejuvenate the memory of her deceased 
husband and thus become a source of tranquility 
and solace for her ever grief-stricken heart. 
Therefore, 25 days following the occurrence 
of the Aṣḥābul-Fīl, the Holy Prophet (saw) was 
born on 12 Rabī‘ul-Awwal, correspondingly 
the 20th of August 570 A.D., or according to 
recent and perhaps more authentic research, 9 
Rabī‘ul-Awwal, correspondingly the 20th of 
April 571 A.D. It was a Monday morning. The 
fact that the birth of the Holy Prophet (saw) is 
so closely contiguous to the occurrence of ‘the 
elephant’ is, in itself, a clear indication from 
God that just as He rendered vain the physical 
attack upon the Ka‘bah, in the same way it 
was time when falsehood and vain worship 
would also be wiped out in a confrontation 
with the ultimate divine religion. It appears 
as if the Holy Qur’ān has also mentioned the 
attack of the Aṣḥābul-Fīl to indicate the same 
superlative purpose. In any case, as soon as the 
child was born, Āminah sent word to ‘Abdul-
Muṭṭalib who immediately came to Āminah 
satiated with feelings of extreme happiness. 
Āminah presented the newly born before him 
and said that, “In a dream, I saw his name to 

be Muhammad (saw).” ‘Abdul-Muṭṭalib took the 
newly born in to his arms and made his way to 
the Baitullāh, where he offered his gratitude 
to God and named the child Muḥammad (saw), 
which means the ‘most praiseworthy’. Then, 
he brought the child back and happily entrusted 
him to his mother.

 Historians have attributed many strange 
occurrences to the birth of the Holy Prophet 
(saw). For example, it is said that the palace 
of Chosroe, King of Iran, was struck with a 
devastating earthquake and that fourteen of 
his royal galleries collapsed. Furthermore, 
the fire at ‘The Holy Fire Temple of Persia’, 
which had been alit for hundreds of years, was 
suddenly extinguished. Then it is also said 
that various rivers and fountains became dry, 
and even in the very house of Muḥammad (saw) 
many miraculous wonders were manifested. 
However, these narrations are generally weak. 
There is also a narration which is perhaps true 
and it states that during the time of the birth 
of Muḥammad (saw), the sky was a spectacle of 
the breaking of many stars. Similarly, there 
is also another narration which states that the 
young Muḥammad (saw) was born naturally 
circumcised. If in fact this is true, it should 
not spur astonishment, for natural phenomena 
like this have been witnessed in other children 
also. Another feature naturally inherited by 
the Holy Prophet (saw) was an ascent piece of 
flesh on the left side of his back, which is 

Early Life Of the Holy Prophet (saw)

(Life and Character of the Seal of the Prophets)
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well-known among the Muslims as the ‘Sealof 
Prophethood’.

Fosterage and Childhood

It was a custom among the nobles of Makkah 
that mothers did not suckle their own children. 
Instead, children were normally sent outside 
the city and were entrusted to Bedouin wet 
nurses. The obvious benefits of this were 
that infants would remain vigorously healthy 
and grow strong as a result of the pure and 
unpolluted rural environment. Moreover, they 
would learn to speak excellent precise Arabic.

Initially the young Muḥammad (saw) was 
suckled by his mother and later Thuwaibah also 
nourished him with her milk. Thuwaibah was 
a slave-girl who belonged to Abū Lahab, the 
paternal uncle of Muḥammad (saw). Abū Lahab 
freed her at the birth of his orphan nephew as 
an expression of his gratitude. It was this very 
Thuwaibah who suckled Ḥaḍrat Ḥamzah (ra) as 
well. Hence, Ḥamzah (ra), who was the uncle of 
Muḥammad (saw), also became his foster brother 
through the relationship of milk. Prophet 
Muḥammad (saw) never forgot this relationship. 
All her life, the Prophet (saw) would always 
assist Thuwaibah and even after her death, he 
inquired whether she had any relatives. It was 
found that she had no remaining relatives.

After Thuwaibah, the fosterage of Muḥammad 
(saw) was permanently entrusted to Ḥalīmah (ra) 
who was a noble lady belonging to the people 
of Hawāzin, from the tribe of Banī Sa‘d. Along 
with other women, she came to Makkah as a 
wet nurse in search of a child. She was not 
content in taking an orphan child along with 
her because her desire was to find a child with 
a living father, wherefrom the expectation of 
reward and veneration would be much higher. 

Therefore, in the beginning she was rather 
reluctant in taking the young Muḥammad (saw) 
along with her, however, when no other child 
could be found and all her companions had 
already found their respective children, she 
preferred to take Muḥammad (saw) instead of 
returning empty handed.

Nonetheless, Ḥalīmah(ra) realized very soon 
that the child she had brought with her was 
one of great fortune. She relates that: “Prior 
to the arrival of Muḥammad (saw) we suffered 
times of hardship and poverty, but immediately 
after the arrival of the child this poverty was 
miraculously transformed into prosperity and 
we began to see blessings in all of our matters.” 
Besides Muḥammad (saw), another child who 
was also suckled by Ḥalīmah (ra) was Abdullāh 
and he had an older sister whose name was 
Shīma. Shīma held Muḥammad (saw) very dear 
to herself.

After two years, when the appointed time of 
fosterage was complete, Ḥalīmah (ra) brought 
the young Muḥammad (saw) to Makkah, as was 
the custom. She had developed such a deep 
love for the child that it was her heartfelt desire 
to take him back with her again if his mother 
so permitted. Therefore, Ḥalīmah (ra) requested 
with great persistence, “Let the child stay with 
me for some more time, I shall take care of him in 
every regard.” Initially, Āminah (ra) rejected the 
idea but eventually gave in due to the forceful 
persistence of Ḥalīmah (ra), and also keeping 
in mind that the climate outside Makkah was 
far more beneficial than that therein. In those 
days, the climate of Makkah was much worse 
than usual, therefore, Āminah (ra) hesitantly 
agreed and Ḥalīmah (ra) happily returned 
home with Muḥammad (saw). Subsequently 
Muḥammad (saw) remained with Ḥalīmah (ra) 
until he was approximately four years of age 
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and grew up playing with the young children 
of the tribe Banū Sa‘d. The language of this 
tribe was very pure and eloquent in particular; 
thus, the young Muḥammad (saw) also learned 
this particular dialect.

Ḥalīmah (ra) kept Muḥammad (saw) very dear to 
herself and all the people of this tribe looked 
upon the boy with special love and affection. 
However, when Muḥammad (saw) turned four, 
an incident occurred which frightened Ḥalīmah 
(ra). Therefore, Ḥalīmah (ra) brought Muḥammad 
(sa) back to Makkah and handed him over to 
his mother. This incident is recorded that on 
one occasion, Muḥammad (saw) and his foster 
brother were playing together and no adult 
was present nearby. Suddenly, two men in 
white cloaks were seen and they took the 
young Muḥammad (saw), lay him on the ground, 
and made an incision into his chest. Upon 
witnessing this sight, ‘Abdullāh bin Ḥārith, the 
foster brother of Muḥammad (saw) hurriedly ran 
to his mother and father and informed them 
that, “My brother of the Quraish has been 
seized by two men who are cutting open his 
chest.” Upon hearing this news, Ḥārith (ra) and 
Ḥalīmah (ra) ran to the place of the incident. 
They saw no men standing there but noticed 
that Muḥammad (saw) was standing, in a state of 
great fear and as a result, the colour of his face 
had changed significantly. Ḥalīmah (ra) moved 
forward and took the child into her arms and 
asked, “My dear son what has happened?” 
Muḥammad (saw) narrated the entire incident 
and said, “They were searching for something 
in my chest, which they eventually found and 
threw out”. Then Ḥalīmah (ra) and Ḥārith (ra) 
took Muḥammad (saw) into their pavilion and 
Ḥārith (ra) said to Ḥalīmah (ra), “I am afraid 
that something has happened to this child, it 
is only appropriate that you immediately take 
him to Makkah and deliver him to his mother.” 

Therefore, Ḥalīmah (ra) brought Muḥammad 
(saw) back to to Makkah and gave the child to 
his mother Āminah (ra). Āminah (ra) inquired 
as to the early return, upon which Ḥalīmah (ra) 
narrated the entire story and expressed her fear 
that perhaps the child had been possessed by 
an evil spirit or demon.
Āminah (ra) responded, “That is not at all 
possible. My son is of great grandeur. When 
I was expecting this child, I saw that a light 
emitted from within me and spread to far-off 
lands in every direction.”

This incident is also supported by a narration 
in Sahih Muslim in full elaboration, where 
Anas bin Mālik (ra) relates: At one occasion 
the Holy Prophet (saw) was playing with some 
children. Angel Gabriel (as) came to him and 
laid the Holy Prophet (saw) on the ground, 
thereafter he made an incision into his chest. 
Then he took the heart out of his chest and 
extracted something from its core and threw it 
away. At the same time Gabril (as) said, “This 
was the filth of weakness which has now been 
separated from you.” After this, Gabriel (as) 
cleansed the heart of the Holy Prophet (saw) with 
pure water and placed it back into his chest 
and once again it was joined together. When 
the children saw Gabriel (as) laying the Holy 
Prophet (saw) on the ground making an incision 
into his chest, they were greatly frightened and 
ran to the wet nurse of the Prophet (saw) and 
said that “Someone has murdered Muḥammad 
(saw).” When these people reached the Holy 
Prophet (saw) the Angel had vanished and the 
Prophet (saw) was standing alone in a state of 
fear.

By the affirmation of Saḥīḥ Muslim, 
the narration of Ibni Hishām is further 
strengthened, such as without any powerful 
argumentation, we cannot disregard it as weak. 
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Nonetheless, it is obvious that this was a Kashf 
or a divinely inspirational sight. Therefore, 
in the case of Shaqq-e-Ṣadr, the absence of 
physical signs, in that Ḥalīmah (ra) saw no 
tangible elements at the scene, proves that this 
was a spiritual experience. Some readers may 
be unaware of the term Kashf, hence for their 
knowledge it is mentioned that just as at night 
one witnesses various sightings or visions in 
one’s sleep, one perceives them to be reality 
although in actuality it is nothing more than 
a dream. Similarly, in some cases, visions of 
this nature are also shown by God to his noble 
servants in a state of complete wakefulness. In 
other words a particular state overtakes man 
while he is awake and as a result he becomes 
separated from his physical senses (or in some 
cases whilst still connected to his physical 
senses) witnesses a peculiar vision. The vision 
or sight seen in this state of mind is referred to 
as Kashf. In certain instances during a Kashf the 
sphere of this vision extends to more than one 
person and thus others also become influenced 
by this special sight. Therefore, in addition to 
the one who directly experiences this divine 
inspirational sight, other individuals can also 
partake in the same experience, extended to the 
other children as well, who were present at the 
time. Moreover, it is clarified in the occurrence 
itself that the purpose of this incident was for 
an Angel incarnate of God to make an incision 
into the chest of the young Muḥammad (saw) in 
a world of divine inspiration, and thereby fully 
removed the taint of weakness from within 
him. It is evident from authentic Aḥādīth 
that during the night of the Mi‘rāj1 the Holy 
Prophet (saw) experienced an occurrence almost 
identical to the one mentioned above. An angel 
took the heart of the Holy Prophet (saw) out and 
cleansed it with the pure water of Zamzam and 
then restored it to its original place. 

When Muḥammad (saw) was four years of 
age, Ḥalīmah (ra) brought the child back and 
entrusted him to his mother. The four years 
of service offered by Ḥalīmah (ra) were not of 
inconsequentiality. As far as the Holy Prophet 
(saw) was concerned, he would never forget 
even the smallest of services. Therefore, the 
Holy Prophet (saw) remembered the sincere 
service of Ḥalīmah (ra) all his life and dealt 
with her in kindness of the greatest calibre. 
At one instance when the country underwent 
a famine and Ḥalīmah (ra) came to Makkah, the 
Holy Prophet (saw) gave her forty goats and one 
camel. During the prophethood of the Holy 
Prophet (saw), Ḥalīmah (ra) once came to visit; 
as soon as the Holy Prophet (saw) saw her, he 
immediately stood up fervently repeating the 
words, “My mother! My mother!”, and took 
off the mantle he had upon himself and spread 
it out before her, so that she could sit upon 
it. Then, during the Battle of Ḥunain when 
one thousand prisoners of war were captured 
from the tribe of the Hawāzin, the Prophet 
(saw) released them all for the sake of this very 
relationship and took not a penny from them as 
ransom for their freedom. Moreover, the Holy 
Prophet (saw) bestowed abundant wealth upon 
one of his foster sisters who also happened 
to be a prisoner of war at that time. There is 
a disagreement regarding the acceptance of 
Islām by Ḥalīmah (ra) and her husband Ḥārith 
(ra). However, the prevalent notion is that both 
Ḥalīmah (ra) and Ḥārith (ra) became Muslims 
and thus, died as Muslims. The foster brother 
of Muḥammad (saw), ‘Abdullāh and his sister 
Shīma, also died as Muslims.
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COMMENTARY ON 
AL-QASIDAH

     COUPLET 1

O you who are the fountain of Allah’s beneficence and divine understanding;
People throng towards you like the thirsty rushing towards water.

The first couplet of this Qasidah reveals the perfect love of the Promised Messiah (as) for 
his beloved. Most poets begin their Qasidahs by describing the physical attributes of their 
loved ones. They illustrate the prominent qualities or attributes, which remind them of their 
beloved and the intensity of their love. 

However, the writer of this Qasidah was so absorbed in love, that his beloved was present 
before him every moment of his life.
Accordingly, he directly addresses his beloved with praises, avoiding any surrounding 
distractions saying:
This couplet of the Qasidah mentions a unique excellence of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad (saw). In this physical world we see clean and clear water flowing 
forth from natural springs. In the same manner, the fountainhead and source of all spiritual 
bounty, blessings and knowledge is the Holy Prophet Muhammad (saw). He is the fountain 
from which all these gifts emanate.
It is an irrefutable fact that when the Holy Prophet Muhammad (saw) appeared:
The entire world was engrossed in paganism and associating partners with God. People 
worshipped and prayed to lifeless objects like stones, fire and the sun. Some considered 
water their god while others worshipped human beings.
In addition, the earth was saturated with all kinds of sin, cruelty and mischief. Allah Himself 
has expressed the plight of the world at that time in the Holy Qur’an:
This means that those nations which were given heavenly books had become misguided, 
and those who had not received any divine book, and were like a desolate jungle, had also 
become misguided. So true is this account that every country’s history bears witness to it. 
(Chashma-e-Ma‘rifat, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 23, p. 379)

Corruption has appeared on land and sea. (Ar-Rum, 30:42)
A shameful gloom stretched over the corners of the earth, likening it to a dark night. India, 
which flourished as a religious centre in ancient times, had not only lost its religion, but its 
basic human values. The Brahmans, hailed as religious leaders, had declared a vast segment 
of people, reaching in the millions, as untouchables.
They were considered eternally unclean, while the Brahmans, who were in power, did as 
they pleased. Their sin was not considered sin, but was viewed as an act of benevolence. The 
religious leaders and temple custodians were worshipped as gods and were indulged in lives 
of luxury. They incorporated dancing and music as essential parts of worship. Consequently, 
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the temples digressed into centers of wickedness and the general state of religion deteriorated 
tremendously. At an extreme, the religious values regressed to the point where women 
worshipped the private parts of men, eventually losing all dignity and status.
The Christian churches in Europe were not any better than the Hindu temples. They were 
also centers of mischief. In the Holy
Qur’an Allah has referred to the priests and monks who pledged to relinquish the world for 
the cause of God as follows:...but many of them are rebellious. (Al-Hadid, 57:28)

The people that declared them-selves the sons and lovers of God became like apes imitating 
the sinful, and their morality deteriorated in the likeness of swine, shamelessly pursuing 
their worldly desires. This was the state of religious leaders. As far as the general public was 
concerned, they worshipped and obeyed those who disobeyed God and trespassed over His 
boundaries.
Spirituality disappeared altogether. The contemporary religions failed to demonstrate any 
evidence of a living relationship with God. All fountains of spirituality had dried up. It 
was under these circumstances that God sent the Holy Prophet Muhammad (saw) and 
announced: We send down pure water from the sky, that We may thereby give life to 
a dead land, and endow drink to Our creation–cattle and men in great numbers. (Al-
Furqan, 25:49-50)
This means that the spiritually dead nation of Arabia would get life from this water. Then 
Allah went on to say that He would provide this water to such nations as are living the life 
of animals, and in the same manner, He would provide it to those people who were devoid 
of civilization and culture. This water would bestow upon them the knowledge of God, and 
create a spiritual revolution in their lives by developing a relationship with their Everlasting 
God.
Thus, by following the Holy Prophet Muhammad (saw), various people from various 
nations of the world received the spiritual reward of revelation, converse with God, and His 
blessings.
It has been established that until the Day of Judgement no person after the advent of the 
Holy Prophet (saw), regardless of religious affiliation, could achieve the status necessary 
to receive the favours of Allah until and unless that person followed the path of the Holy 
Prophet (saw). By following his footsteps a person was initiated into the community 
receiving the favours of Allah. Allah mentions this blessed group of people in the Holy 
Qur’an as follows: And whoso obeys Allah and this Messenger (of His) shall be among 
those on whom Allah has bestowed His blessings, namely, the prophets, the truthful, the 
martyrs, and the righteous. And excellent companions are these. (An-Nisa’ , 4:70)

In other words, the spiritual blessings of Allah will be showered exclusively on those who 
obey Allah and the Holy Prophet (saw). The four degrees of spirituality mentioned in the 
verse (i.e. prophet-hood, truthfulness, martyrdom, and righteousness) can be attained solely 
by those completely submitting to Allah and the
Holy Prophet (saw).
The perfect knowledge by which all doubts and ambiguities are removed, and by which 
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nearness to Allah is achieved resulting in direct communication with Him, can only be 
acquired by the followers of the Holy Prophet (saw). All other people belonging to other 
faiths, be they Hindus or Jews, Zoroastrians or Buddhists,
Christians or followers of any other religion, will be deprived of this grand favour of Allah. 
It is a fact that the door of direct communication with Allah has been closed to all religions 
except Islam. It should be understood that their deprivation is a result of their own actions, 
which led them astray from the right path.
Innately within every human being is a great and powerful urge to speak to, listen to and 
see the one they love most. This develops an understanding of the beloved. Similarly, a 
comprehensive understanding of Allah cannot be achieved unless one can hear His eloquent 
and harmonious voice. True lovers of Allah prostrate their heads on the ground crying and 
supplicating in extreme humility for Him to respond. They could never be satisfied with 
His silence. True love cannot tolerate such an offense. Human nature demands to hear the 
satisfying sound of the beloved. Persistent thoughts arise from within the depths of the 
heart to quench this desire as it is written:
Love demands the beloved to converse with the lover.
Inquire from the one who knows the secrets of this love.
(Barahin-e-Ahmadiyya, Part 3, Footnote 11)

Since the Holy Prophet (saw) is unrivalled in his love for Allah and he maintains the 
knowledge of the secrets of this love, he has no match in introducing the searchers to Allah 
the Almighty. This being the case, Allah has responded to the natural requests of His lovers 
in the following words: If you love Allah, follow me, then Allah will love you and forgive 
you your faults.’ And Allah is Most Forgiving, Merciful. (Al-e-‘Imran, 3:32)
This verse addresses such people who claim to love Allah. If they are truthful in their claim 
and sincerely desire to meet their Lord, then they should follow the Holy Prophet (saw). He 
will take them to Allah and the result of this nearness and union will be Allah’s reciprocated 
love. At another place Allah says:
And when My servants ask you about Me (say): ‘I am near.
I answer the prayer of the supplicant when he prays to
Me’. (Al-Baqarah, 2:187)
The above verses make it obvious that the only door open to Allah is through the Holy 
Prophet (saw). All other spiritual fountains have dried. However, one spring is still flourishing 
and will never suffer depletion. It is the fountain of the Holy Prophet (saw). There exists 
no other method or means of achieving spiritual heights and blessings from Allah. The 
Promised Messiah (as),the writer of this Qasidah, had emphasized this important point by 
stating it in the very first of seventy couplets praising his beloved Muhammad (saw).
Therefore, the Holy Prophet (saw) is the fountainhead of all spiritual bounty, blessings and 
knowledge of Allah. People thirsting for the love of Allah and eagerly searching to find 
Him, pursue the Holy Prophet (saw), in order to quench their thirst from this blessed and 
bountiful fountain.


