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Fighti ng in the Cause of Allah

Permission to fi ght is given to those against whom war is made, because they have been 
wronged and Allah indeed has power to help them. Those who have been driven out from 
their homes unjustly, only because they said: “Our Lord is Allah “. And if Allah did not repel 
some people by means of others, there would surely have been destroyed cloisters and 
churches and synagogues and mosques, wherein the name of Allah is oft  commemorated. 
And Allah will surely help one who helps Him. Allah is indeed Powerful, Mighty. 

(Surah Al-Hajj, 22:40-41).

Commentary:
According to the consensus of scholarly opinion, these are the fi rst verses of the Holy Qur’an 

which gave Muslims permission to take up arms in self-defence. The verses lay down principles 

Darsul Qur’an
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according to which Muslims can wage a defensive war, and clearly sets forth the reasons which 

led a handful of Muslims, without arms and other material means, to fi ght in self-defence aft er 

they had suff ered ceaseless persecuti on for years at Mecca and had been pursued with relentless 

hatred to Medina and were harassed and harried there too.

The fi rst and foremost reason given is that “they had been wronged”. Muslims had suff ered 

untold persecuti on and war was actually forced upon them. The verse shows that the Muslims 

were also very weak in numbers, means and material when the permission to fi ght in self-

defence was granted to them as the comforti ng and encouraging words, “and Allah indeed has 

power to help them” indicate. These words also implied a prophecy that though the Muslims 

were weak and their enemy was proud and powerful, yet as they were fi ghti ng in the cause of 

truth and God would help them and they would be victorious.

The second reason which led the poor and weak Muslims to take up arms was that they were 

driven out from their homes without a just and legiti mate cause. When they were driven out, 

they were not left  in peace even in their exile in Medina. They conti nued to be harassed in that 

place too. The original residents of Medina were incited not to co-operate with Muslims.

The third reason is given as that the only crime of the Muslims was that they believed in One 

God. As they said “our Lord is Allah” they were persecuted.

The fourth reason is given that if God had not permitt ed fi ghti ng, churches, synagogues and 

mosques would have been destroyed and people would have been prevented from the worship 

of God.

Aft er having given the reasons why Muslims were obliged to take up arms, the verse proceeds to 

menti on the objects and purpose of the wars of Islam. The object was never to deprive anybody 

of his home and possessions or to deprive whole peoples of nati onal freedom or compel them 

to submit to foreign yokes. It was to fi ght in self-defense and to save Islam from exterminati on 

and to establish the freedom of conscience and liberty of thought. The practi ce of the Holy 

Prophet(saw) in matt ers of wars set forth the rules and regulati ons which must be observed. 

Nowhere in the Holy Qur’an is there any menti on that a Muslim has the right to kill anyone 

without just cause. On the other hand, it is menti oned in the Holy Qur’an that: “whosoever killed 

a person - unless it be for killing a person or for creati ng disorder in the land - it shall be as if 

he had killed all the mankind” (Al-Ma’idah, 5:33). It is obvious from this that it is a very serious 

crime to kill anyone unjustly; it is as if he has killed the whole of mankind. In the same way it is 

a very serious crime to incite others to kill anybody or even to create disorder. This is absolutely 

and totally against the teachings of Islam.
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HELP YOUR BROTHER, 
BE HE THE OPRESSOR OR THE OPRESED

Narrated by Hazrat Anas, Allah be pleased with him: said the Prophet of Allah 
(peace and blessings of Allah be on him) “Help your brother, be he the oppressor 
or the oppressed.” The companions said, “O Prophet of Allah, we understand 
that we should help him when he is the aggrieved party but how should we help 
him when he is the wrong-doer?” He said “Hold his hand.”(Bukhari)

Explanatory Note: This wonderful Hadith is a compendium of the philosophy 
of brotherhood and the philosophy of ethics.   The philosophy of   brotherhood   
postulates that a brother should be helped be he the oppressor or the oppressed; 
brotherliness is not a value that can be ignored or omitted   in any   circumstances. 
One who is our brother always deserves our help.    His being the guilty or 
the injured party does not affect   his right to receive help.   Against this, the 
philosophy of morality postulates that whether we have to deal with a brother 
or a stranger, it is our duty, in any case, to cleanse this world of all injustice and 
vice and to establish virtue and justice.    If a person happens to be a stranger, it 
does not mean that we are free to do him wrong and if someone is our brother, it 
would not mean that we should therefore abet his injustice and be his accessories.

Superfi cially, the two postulates appear to be out of harmony and in confl ict with 
one another. If a wrong doing brother is not aided, the bonds of brotherhood 
break down. And if the wrong-doing brother is helped, justice goes by the board.    
But our Lord   (may   my   life be dedicated to his service) linked together   these 
two parallel channels which do not apparently seem to meet.    He linked the two 
by means of an   intermediary channel in such a manner that they   now fl ow 
like a single stream     He observed, in effect, that brotherhood was such a holy 

Dars-U1-Hadith
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relationship   that there   was no cutting it asunder, under   any   circumstances,   
whether a brother is good or bad, oppressor or oppressed, remains a brother always 
and there is no cutting off the brotherly ties.    But the God of Islam would not   
permit   injustice   and enjoins equity even to   enemies.    Therefore, the two 
postulates should   be   so harmonized that help should be rendered to the brother in 
any case but if the brother is an oppressor the form of help should be changed.    If 
he is the oppressed  party, stand by him to fi ght injustice but; if he the wrong-doer, 
then embrace him and hug him hard   and hold tight his oppressive hand and say, 
“Brother I stand by you, in all circum¬stances but Islam does not permit injustice 
and therefore, I will not let your hand do wrong. This is the sacred principle   that 
the Holy Prophet (peace of Allah be on him and His blessings) has laid down in 
this hadith.

To put on it the construction as some do that a particular language has been used 
by the Holy Prophet(saw), in this hadith only for purposes of emphasis and that its 
gist postulates that if your brother is the aggrieved party you should help him but, 
if he be the wrong-doer,   then line up against him, is not only wrong but also a 
travesty of the wise wording of the hadith.  If that were the aim of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings   of Allah be on him), he could very well have enjoined a 
linkup against injustice whether its perpetrator was an enemy or a brother. But 
he did not say so.  On the contrary, in this command,   he has formulated in the 
following terms a fi ne and novel postulate out   of   two   apparent   contradictories:  
(1) a brother is deserving help   in any ease (2) Injustice must be resisted in any 
case (3) if the brother be the aggrieved party help him and, if he be the wrong-
doer, then change the shape of help, by holding his aggressive hand, so that the 
brotherliness is sustained and injustice is prevented. This is the compound theory, 
which fourteen centuries ago, the Prophet of Allah (peace of Allah be on him and 
His blessings) put across to the world, from the desert of Arabia.   But, till today, 
not one of the progressive nations of Europe or America has attained to its ethical 
height. If they made a pact of brotherhood with any nation, in order to honor the 
obligation of brotherliness, they opened wide the gates of unbounded tyranny and 
if, according to their notions, they turned to prevent some injustice, they tore to bits 
the covenant of brotherhood.

(Taken from forty Gems of Beauty by Hazrat Mirza Bashir Ahmad)
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The Philosophy of Islamic Prayer
 Acceptance of prayer is proved by valid instances as part of the law of na-
ture and God sets up living models in every age. That is why He has taught the 
prayer: Guide us along the straight path, the path of those on whom Thou hast 
bestowed Thy favors. This is the design and law of God and no one can alter it. 
Guide us along the straight path is a supplicati on for perfecti on in conduct. In 
form this is a directi on to seek guidance to the straight path, but it is preceded 
by: We worship Thee alone and beg Thy help. This indicates that we must use 
our natural capaciti es for treading along the straight path and seek Divine help 
in the process. Therefore, appropriate available means must be employed. On 
who neglects this is guilty of ingrati tude in respect of God’s bounti es.

 Consider, if the tongue that God the Sublime has bestowed on us, made up of 

From 
The Writings 
of The 
Promised 
Messiah (as)
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nerves and muscles, was not equipped with its capaciti es, we would not have 
been capable of speech. He granted us a tongue that can express the thoughts 
and designs of the mind for the purposes of prayer. If we do not employ the 
tongue for supplicati on, it would be our great misfortune. There are so many 
ailments any of which could instantly stop its functi oning.

 Similarly, He has equipped the mind with the qualiti es of humility and lowli-
ness and the faculti es of contemplati on and refl ecti on. Be mindful, then, that 
if we fail to use these powers and faculti es, our prayer is vain. If we do not use 
the gift s we possess, how can we supplicate for more? That is why: We worship 
Thee alone, precedes, guide us along the straight path. This is an affi  rmati on 
that we have not left  unemployed and stulti fi ed the gift s and faculti es that Allah 
has granted us. (Al-Hakam, Dec. 10, 1901)

If Prophethood Has Ceased, Muslims Cannot Be Regarded Best of Peoples.
Prophethood means Divine communion. One who foretells the unseen is a 
Prophet. If you repudiate future Prophethood, this Ummat (people) shall then 
cease to be the best of all peoples, but shall be like beasts and the teachings of 
Surah Fati ha which embodies the verse: Guide us along the straight path, the 
path of those on whom Thou has bestowed Thy favors, will be deemed to be 
meaningless. For if the gift s and bounti es of God are not to be bestowed any-
more, then what is the purpose of this prayer? It will also follow then that the 
Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) lacks all purifying spir-
itual infl uence. God save us from such a belief! (Al-Badr, April 17, 1903) 

 A servant of God named Jesus followed the law of Moses for 30 years and be-
came a favourite of God, att aining the grade of Prophet. As against this we are 
told that if a person were to follow in the footsteps of the Holy Prophet (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) for 50 years he would not att ain that grade. 
In other words, obedience to the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) does not confer any excellence. They do not seem to consider that in 
that event it is clear that teaching the prayer, Guide us along the path of those 
on whom Thou hast bestowed Thy favours, would be an illusion. 
(Chashma Masihi, p. 67 Footnote)
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Dear students and staff members at this university,
Assalamu alaikum warahmatullah.

I have been asked to shed some light on Islam as a peaceful religion. In view of the shortage 
of time, I can only address this subject briefl y.

Whenever one wishes to speak about Islam as a religion of peace, the question naturally 
springs to mind that whereas there are so many religions in the world such as Judaism, Chris-
tianity, Hinduism, Buddhism, etc., when it comes to fi nding out whether Islam is a religion of 
peace, why should Islam be the odd one out?

One reason for this is that a few years after the beginning of Islam, anti-Islamic powers began 
propaganda that Islam is a religion of extremism and violence and wants to compel others into 
belief by means of the sword. This, of course, is incorrect. In the beginning, the Muslims of 
Makkah suffered persecution but they remained silent. Finally, they migrated to Madinah but 
there too the disbelievers hounded the Muslims and forced upon them a battle to which I will 
revert later. The proof against those opponents who allege that Islam was spread by the sword 
is that although the disbelievers of Makkah raised all sorts of objections, yet history stands 
witness to the fact that the people of Makkah themselves never complained that the Muslims 
had used the sword against the disbelievers to compel them to change their faith. Secondly, 

A Lecture by 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih V (aba) 

in

University D’Abomey Cotonou, Benin
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what has given Islam a bad name is an ugly and awful image of extremism presented, whether 
knowingly or unwittingly, by some Muslim groups and organisations, and these groups unfor-
tunately had personal vested interests.

In order to see a religion’s beauties or its defects, justice requires that you should make its 
teachings or its holy scripture the anvil by which to judge it, otherwise everyone would ac-
cuse every other faith willy-nilly. For instance, the teaching of Christianity, according to the 
Holy Bible, is: ‘But I tell you, do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the right 
cheek, turn to him the other also.’(Matthew: 5:39) But, in Bosnia or Iraq or other countries, 
America and the other Western powers, resorted or are resorting to aggression. If however, 
we say that the Christian teaching is that if anyone raises his head against you, you should 
use all your might to trample it to death, this would be a grave injustice. In the same way, to 
fi nd out the true teachings of Islam, we would have to study the Holy Qur’an and see what it 
says and not base it on the actions of some Muslims who have forgotten the teachings of the 
Holy Qur’ an.

The stand of the Ahmadiyya Muslim community is that the teaching of the Holy Qur’an pro-
motes peace. We have to take this message to every corner of the world. Therefore, I shall 
begin my message today by reference to the Holy Qur’an. After that we shall examine the 
practice of the Holy Prophet Muhammad  (sa) to whom the teachings of the Holy Qur’an 
were revealed. Did he ever support any kind of cruelty, violence or extremist terrorism? Then, 
based on the Holy Qur’an and the Traditions of the Holy Prophet ( s a ), some important 
clarifi cation has been provided to us by the Founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim community, 
Hadrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian ( a s ), who claimed that he was the Promised Mes-
siah, and I shall refer to some of his writings.

Anyhow, let us fi rst see what the Holy Qur’an commands us to do in order to establish peace. 
God Almighty says in the Holy Qur’ an:

Whosoever killed a person – unless it be for killing a person or for creating disorder in the 
land – it shall be as if he had killed all mankind. (Al Maidah, Ch.5: v. 33)

Explaining this verse, the Founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim community says: “A person 
who kills a person unfairly or who kills someone who had neither rebelled, nor became a 
source of violating peace amongst the people nor created disorder in the land, it is as if he has 
killed the whole of mankind. In other words to kill a person without any cause is, according to 
God Almighty like the murder of the entire human race. It is obvious from this verse, how big 
a sin it is to take the life of another person without reason.  (L e c t u re Chashma-e-Ma’rifat 

pp 23-24: commentary by the Promised Messiah Vol.2: p.405)
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Thus, this is the beautiful teaching of Islam that the unlawful killing or the shedding of inno-
cent blood of someone is like the killing of the entire human race, that is to say, the taking of 
a single life is like the massacre of thousands of innocent lives. Now, everyone can very well 
imagine what kind of sentence would be passed on someone who is found guilty of the taking 
of thousands of innocent lives. So this is the beautiful teaching given to us by God Almighty 
in the Holy Qur’an. Whosoever acts against this, acts against the teachings of Islam. Then, the 
Holy Founder of the Ahmadiyya communitytakes us further than this because it was after his 
true refl ection and deliberation and his understanding of Islamic teachings that God Almighty 
provided him with the guidance. Commenting on this verse, he adds:

‘He who abandons kindness abandons religion. The Holy Qur’an teaches that whosoever kills 
a person without justifi able cause will be as if he has killed the whole world. In the same way, 
I say that if someone is not kind unto his brother, it is like he has been unkind to the whole 
world.’ (Al Hakm Vol. 9 No.15 dated 30 April 1905 p.2: Commentary by the Promised Mes-

siah, Vol.2: p.405)

Now on this verse, the founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim community has drawn an interest-
ing conclusion that people think that Islam is an extremist religion but this is a misunderstand-
ing on their part. Islam is saying that even if you are unkind in your treatment with your fellow 
human being, you are a cause of destroying the peace and harmony of the world. Forget kill-
ing anyone, you should always be kind in your dealings with every person in the world and 
spread the peaceful message of Islam. I shall briefl y explain some of the countless examples 
of kindness we fi nd in the life of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sa) and how concerned he was 
about the condition of his people.

If someone is kind to some person and wants to see his or her betterment, then the person will 
try his best to do something for him or her. The Holy Prophet ( s a ) was so kind and anxious 
for his people and prayed for them even though  they believed in so many gods that it is be-
yond our imagination. God Almighty has promised that He would most surely punish those 
who associate others with God. Now, this thought that God Almighty would never forgive 
one who associates partners with God, used to make the Holy Prophet ( s a ) restless so much 
so that he would bow down repeatedly in prayers. He had a burning passion in his heart for the 
reformation of his people that he had become weary with worry for his people. Finally, God 
Almighty had to tell him not to grieve himself to death for sorrow after them (Ch.18:v.7) and 
that his mission was only to give them the message. We can judge his prayers from the fol-
lowing tradition: The Holy Prophet (sa) prayed for his enemies: ‘O Allah! Guide my people 
because they know not (do not know the truth)’.

In the same way, when once he was asked to pray that a curse befalls the Dossan tribe, he 
prayed instead: ‘O Allah! Guide the tribe of Dossan.’
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So this was the anxiety in him for kindness and for humanity. He never said that he was go-
ing to compel them into belief by use of the sword but in fact refrained from any malediction 
or uttering any curse that an evil befalls his enemy. ‘The pagans of Makkah exiled the Holy 
Prophet (sa) from Makkah and gave him no respite in Madinah but whenever he met them, 
the Holy Prophet( s a ) dealt with gracious kindness towards them. After the migration of the 
HolyProphet (sa) to Madinah, the people of Makkah had to suffer a severe drought so much 
so that they had to live on dead meat and bones. Then in utter helplessness, Abu Sufyan, the 
leader of the Makkans, had to approach the Holy Prophet  Muhammad  (sa) and said: “O 
Muhammad! You command treating one’s own relatives well. Your people are dying. Pray 
to your God in our favour (that this famine passes away) and it begins to rain lest your people 
perish.” To bring Abu Sufyan down to earth, the Holy Prophet (sa) remarked that you are very 
brave and courageous that despite the transgression by the Makkans, you demand a prayer on 
their behalf. But the Holy Prophet (sa) did not refuse to pray because he was mercy personi-
fi ed and he could have never wished that his people should perish. Then the people observed 
that his hands went up in prayers immediately and the Holy Prophet’s prayers for an end to 
the famine and the heavens to open up, was duly accepted. It rained so much that the days of 
ease and abundance returned for the Quraish of Makkah. But, at the same time, their denial 
and opposition grew rapidly.’(Bukhari: Kitabul Tafseer Sura Al-Rum lidukhan)

Now after this who can say that he gave a teaching of extremism and terrorism.

THERE IS NO COMPULSION OF FAITH IN ISLAM

Then the Holy Qur’an states: There should be no compulsion in religion. Surely, right has 
become distinct from wrong; so whosoever refuses to be led by those who transgress, and 
believes in Allah, has surely grasped a strong handle which knows no breaking. And Allah is 
All-Hearing, All-Knowing.  (Ch.2:V.257)

Its explanation and practical application can be seen from this tradition when the Banu Na-
dir were exiled from Madinah when they failed to fulfi l their promise to maintain peace. At 
that time they also had many children of the Ansar (Muslim inhabitants of Madinah). These 
children had begun to live amongst the Jews, because in the pre-Islamic days of ignorance, 
amongst the Arab tribes of Aus and Khizraj, those who had no male children used to pledge 
that if the next child were born a male they would make him a Jew. Thus, there were many 
boys from the Aus and Khizraj tribes who had been handed over to Jewish families. When 
the Jews of Banu Nadir were exiled because of their transgression, the Muslims wanted to 
get back their own descendants from the Jews. The Holy Prophet of Islam (sa) refrained them 
from their action on the very basis that ‘there is no compulsion in religion, that once you hand 
over your own son to someone else and that someone else makes your descendant a follower 
of Judaism, you cannot take him back: he would have to go with the Banu Nadir.



ISMA‘IL            July - Sep 201312

Then there is the account of a slave of Hadrat Umar (ra) who narrates that although he was a 
slave of Hadrat Umar (ra), Hadrat Umar (ra) never forced him to become a Muslim. Hadrat 
Umar (ra) most certainly used to explain to him with love and affection to become a Muslim 
but the slave would refuse and Hadrat Umar (ra) would only say: there is no compulsion in 
faith and fell silent after that. Finally, before his death, he set this slave free. Now who can, 
therefore, say that there is any room for compulsion or causing a breach of peace in Islam?

The founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim community, the Promised Messiah (as) says: ‘I know 
not wherefrom our opponents or from whom they have heard that Islam was spread by the 
sword. God says in the Holy Qur’an that there is no compulsion in the Islamic faith. Then who 
gave the order of force? What were the weapons of that force? And what kind of sincerity and 
belief is it of those compelled to become Muslims that without being paid and despite being a 
mere two to three hundred men, they should confront a force of thousands? Then, when they 
should have grown into thousands, they should defeat several hundred thousands, and, in or-
der to save their faith from the enemy, they should offer their heads like sacrifi cial lambs and 
should seal the truth of their faith with their own blood. And they should be so passionate for 
spreading the Oneness of God that like refugees, they should endure such hardship and reach 
the desert of Africa and spread Islam on that continent; and should bear such diffi culties and 
reach China not in the form of invaders but as refugees and should call the people of China 
to Islam. Say honestly, is this the work of those who were forced to become Muslims? Those 
whose hearts disbelieve, can their tongues believe? No, but this is the work of those whose 
hearts are fi lled with the light of faith and in whose hearts there is none but God and God.’ 
(Paigham Sulh: Ruhani Khazain, Vol.23, pp.468-469)

FREEDOM OF FAITH AND CONSCIENCE

Amongst the very many traditions about the teaching of Islam on the freedom of faith and 
conscience, perhaps just one account is enough after which there is no need of further clari-
fi cation. ‘Despite becoming the subjects of the Holy Prophet (sa), some groups of opponents 
wanted to hang on to their own faith.

The question came to their mind as to what would happen to them because they knew that the 
Holy Prophet (sa) required that every man had the right to believe in any faith. These oppo-
nents had not accepted this demand but in the past had used force against the Muslims. When 
the opponents had been defeated, the Holy Prophet (sa), decided to remove their) humiliation 
and addressing them suggested, “the principle for whose acceptance I fought against you, 
will not be abandoned because of your opposition to it. Undoubtedly, because of your cruel 
mentality, you adopted a wrong course of action, but rights shall be preserved. Go, no blame 
attaches on you. Each one of you is free in matters of faith. You are our Zimmi (a non-Mus-
lim living in a Muslim country). God and His Messenger shall be fully responsible for your 
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safety.’ [Nisb al Raiah fi  Takhrij Ahadith Al Hadaya Vol. 4, p.381 published Egypt]

Then Allah says: O ye who believe! be steadfast in the cause of Allah, bearing witness in 
equity; and let not a people’s enmity incite you to act otherwise than with justice. Be always 
just, that is nearer to righteousness. And fear Allah. Surely, Allah is aware of what you do. 
(Sura Al-Mai’dah – Ch.5:V.9)

Let us now examine the practical application of this Qur’anic teaching. After this who can say 
that Islam is not a religion of peace, harmony, reconciliation and justice.‘It is narrated that 
Muhayya , Allah be pleased with him, a Companion of the Holy Prophet( s a ) was killed as 
a martyr in K h y b e r. His benefi ciaries asked the Holy Prophet ( s a ) for the capital punish-
ment. The Holy Prophet (saw ) asked: can you swear and determine his killer? They said: O 
Prophet of God, we were not there so how can we swear? He replied: There can be no capital 
punishment without proof. There is only one possibility that the Jews of Khyber whom you 
suspect should according to the law swear fi fty times that they know not who is the killer. The 
benefi ciaries of Muhayyasa , Allah be pleased with him, said: who can trust these Jews, they 
will take false oaths. The Holy Prophet ( sa ) replied: then beyond this no cross-examination 
is permitted because in the sight of the law, there can be no preference. After this the Holy 
Prophet(saw ) p a i d blood money to the benefi ciaries of Muhayyasa.’
(Tajrid Al-Bukhari, Chapter Faslil Jihad, Part 2 published by Ferozsons Lahore)

From these verses it should have become clear that according to the teachings of Islam there 
can be no compulsion in matters of faith. God Almighty has left the choice of which belief to 
accept to be determined by the conscience of each person. In fact, the example I gave earlier 
of the slave, even in his case he was not forced to accept Islam. The Holy Qur’an mentions 
this freedom of conscience in various verses and it is not possible to mention all of them here.
In brief, after this clear and unambiguous teaching, the question arises that if the Holy Prophet 
(sa) or his Companions did not hold the sword in one hand and the Qur’an in the other nor 
destroyed the peace of the world, what are these holy wars and what is this thing called Jihad 
which is on everyone’s lips and for which every Muslim is being blamed for causing mayhem 
in the world? The amazing thing is that it is believed that these wars started during the time 
of the Holy Prophet (sa).We would have to fulfi l the requirements of absolute justice and 
examine the situation of that age because without bringing that age to the fore, it would be 
impossible to do justice. In this connection, I set out briefl y the words of the Founder of the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim community who says: our Prophet (sa) endured pain in Makkah and even 
after this at the hands of the disbelievers and in particular just to picture in our minds how 
the thirteen years in Makkah were spent under such persecution and cruelty of all kinds that 
it makes us weep. But he did not raise a sword nor replied to their harsh words with harsh-
ness – till many Companions and his dear friends had been murdered most cruelly; and, were 
made to suffer all kinds of ordeals; and, sometimes were poisoned; and, many a plots were 
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hatched of assassinating him in which the opponents remained unsuccessful. When?the time 
of God’s reckoning approached, it so happened that all the leaders and highly placed persons 
in Makkah unanimously agreed that come what may, the Holy Prophet (sa) had to be killed. 
At that time, God Who is the Guardian and Protector of His beloved and honest and truthful 
ones, informed the Holy Prophet  (sa) that apart from evil there was nothing left in this town 
and its people were hell-bent on murder and that he should leave at once. Then, under divine 
command, he migrated towards Madinah but even there his enemies did not leave him and 
chased him in pursuit and in any case murder of many innocent ones made their killers wor-
thy of punishment, at that time was the permission granted in the interest of defence and self 
preservation.

Moreover, many of those innocent ones who had been killed in mischief and otherwise than 
in open combat and their properties had been seized had deserved that their opponents should 
be dealt in this manner. But at the time of the victory of Makkah, our Prophet (sa) forgave 
all of them. Therefore, this thought that the Holy Prophet (sa) and his Companions engaged 
in any war to spread the faith or to compel anyone to become a Muslim is a terrible error and
cruelty.” (Masih Hindustan Mein pp.7-8: Tafseer Hadrat Masih Maud Vol. 3: pp.316-317)
And despite the permission granted to engage in a defensive battle against these pursuers and 
cruel persecutors, the consistent teaching of God Almighty was not to exceed the limits as it is 
stated: And fi ght them until there is no persecution, and religion is freely professed for Allah. 
But if they desist, then remember that no hostility is allowed except against the aggressors. 
(Surah Al-Baqarah Ch.2: v.194)

They wanted to destroy Islam. When their mischief had gone beyond recall and then, here 
this commandment of war is for defensive war and to end evil and that is why it is stated that 
when they desist, then you are not to engage in battle with them because your true job is to 
establish peace. So even in the permission for war, we have been given a beautiful principle 
of defence and making peace.

Wars and principles and regulations

When the Holy Prophet (sa) engaged in a battle, he used to fi rmly order that:
1 No woman be killed;
2 No children be killed;
3 The old not be impeded;
4 Nothing be said to the refugees, monks or hermits;
5 No person be set on fi re;
6 No animal be killed;
7 No tree be cut down;
8 Unlike your enemy, no person’s nose or ear be cut off.
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Then having been victorious, he used to proclaim:
1 No injured be killed;
2 Do not pursue unnecessarily anyone who escapes.
Then in connection with prisoners of war, he used to ask for their kind treatment. Thus the 
prisoners taken after the Battle of Badr themselves admitted that: by God! The Muslims 
walked on foot while we were made to ride, they remained hungry themselves whilst they fed 
us, they remained thirsty while they gave us water.’ (Bukhari, Muslim, Tirmidhi, Abu Daud)

Those who call Islam a belligerent, trigger happy and extremist religion should think whether 
a belligerent religion can give this kind of teaching. Do not toss the action of a few people and 
organisations into the lap of Islam and call it Islam. Today, in this age when man considers 
himself highly advanced and under-standing should ask himself whether these high values 
manifest themselves when bombs rain down from the skies, when missiles are fi red on cities 
and dwellings. How much blood is shed of innocent lives in this indiscriminate bombardment 
which falls here and kills one here and another one there? In areas where there is anarchy, 
each day there are funerals of the old, women and children. Such news is not hidden from our 
eyes.

In conclusion, I end my subject of Islam’s beautiful teaching and its promotion of peace and 
its teaching which united a diverse mankind into a single brotherhood with a quotation from 
a Christian historian, Georgie Zeidan:‘A primary reason for the rapid progress in Muslim 
education is that the Caliphs of Islam greatly valued the scholars of all faiths and all people 
and always enriched them with awards of gifts and bounties. They had no concern with their 
religion or their nationality or their caste or creed. Amongst them were Christians, Jews, 
Sabians, magicians, sooth-sayers and in fact people from every group. The Caliphs dealt with 
them with extreme reverence, respect and esteem. The non-Muslims had the same rights and 
freedoms that the Muslim leaders and
governors enjoyed.’ (Tarikh Al Tamaddan Al-Islami Vol.3, p.194)

Now if after this anyone says that Islam is not a religion of peace, it would be a grave injus-
tice. I hope that in view of the shortage of time whatever I have said would have shown you 
some aspects of Islamic teaching of peace.
I am grateful to you for listening to my address with attention
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On Friday, September 13, 2013, the 
World Head of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community and the Fifth Khalifa, Hazrat 
Mirza Masroor Ahmad spoke with great 
concern about the potential impact of 
military intervention in Syria.

His Holiness said that such action would 
cause the Syrian confl ict to spread far 
and wide and ultimately could lead to a 
devastating Third World War. His Holiness 
said the only way to solve the crisis was to 
act at all times upon the Quranic teaching 
of remaining fair and just. 

Speaking about the inherent dangers of 
the Syrian confl ict, Hazrat Mirza Masroor 
Ahmad said the crisis had already caused 
division and dissension in the wider world. 
He said that whilst some major powers 
were siding with the Syrian Government, 
other major powers were siding with the 
rebel forces. His Holiness said this divide 
“had created the most dangerous state of 
affairs.” 

Speaking about the effect of such division, 
Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad said: 

If foreign powers become directly involved 
in Syria it will harm not just the Arab 
countries but also other nations. It seems 
that many of the major powers do not 
realise that such a war would not remain 

limited to just Syria but could well be a 
precursor to Third World War. 

His Holiness said it was a source of regret 
that the crisis in Syria had been brought 
about by Muslims, who all claimed to 
follow the same Islamic creed (Kalima). 
He said violence and instability had 
consumed the entire Syrian nation and 
that no party remained safe. He spoke 
also of his concern that extremists and 
terrorist groups, from both within Syria 
and from abroad, had joined the Syrian 
Opposition rebels. He said that whilst they 
claimed to be helping the Syrian people, 
such extremists cared only for their own 
interests and the damage they would 
cause to the country would be long-lasting. 

The Khalifatul Masih said than the 
underlying cause of the unrest in certain 
Muslim countries was that that today’s 
Muslim Governments were moving far 
away from Islam’s real teachings. 

His Holiness said: 

The Quran has deemed Muslims as the 
‘best of mankind’ but what good are the 
Muslim leaders doing in today’s world? 
They neither have a sense of compassion, 
nor of love and they do not follow Islam’s 
true teachings. There is no sense of 
honour in them and they seek help from 

Summary Of 
The Friday Sermon 

By

Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih V (aba)
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outsiders only so that they can continue 
to kill their own brethren.

Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad then 
outlined the key to peace in Syria based 
on the teachings of the Holy Quran. He 
said the Quran clearly stated that where 
two parties are in confl ict it is up to their 
neighbours to step forward and negotiate 
a peace settlement based on true equity 
and justice. He said the Quran stated 
very clearly that national enmities or 
grievances must not lead to any form of 
injustice. Reconciliation and peace must 
always remain the paramount objectives 
rather than settling scores or furthering 
personal or national interests. 

His Holiness went on to say that it ought 
to have been the task of the Muslim 
world to take responsibility for solving 
the Syrian crisis. 

Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad said: 

The organisation representing Muslim 
countries (OIC) should from the very 
beginning have taken responsibility for 
developing peace in Syria on the basis 
that they all worship the same One God, 
follow the same Prophet and believe 
in the same Holy Book. The Muslim 
countries should have come together 
and sought to develop peace in light of 
the perfect guidance given by the Quran.

Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad said that 
he had repeatedly drawn the attention 
of world leaders and politicians to the 
urgent needs of the time, which were of 
peace based on true justice. His Holiness 
said that within its limited resources the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Jamaat had spread 
this message far and wide. His Holiness 
counselled that Ahmadis should continue 
these efforts whilst praying to God 
Almighty for the world to be saved from 
destruction. 

Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad said: 

Ahmadi Muslims throughout the world 
must pray for peace and for the world to 
be saved from all forms of devastation 
and calamity. We must pray because our 
master, the Holy Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) came only to 
establish a loving union between man 
and His Creator and to spread peace on 
the earth.

Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad said it was 
not the job of foreign Governments from 
outside the region to become directly 
involved in such confl icts. He added that 
even at this late and desperate stage the 
Muslim Governments should assume 
their duties. 

His Holiness said: 

Even now the Muslim Governments 
should demonstrate a sense of honour. 
Rather than look at their own interests 
they should seek to prioritise the interest 
and well-being of the Muslim world. This 
can only happen when a true fear of God 
becomes established in the hearts of 
the governing offi cials and the citizens 
of the country and when they come to 
truly follow the blessed model of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 
him).

Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad concluded 
by praying for peace in the world and for 
all parties to understand and assume 
their responsibilities.
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The
Search 
For 
GOD

In March 1901 a gentleman in search of truth, came to see Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (as) of 
Qadian. The gentleman who was from the district of Gujarat, India, made the following statement 
at the start of the conversation: 

 'Right from the beginning I could feel a sense of religious values within me and in accordance with 
this I had been, in my thinking, doing some good deeds. I feel much troubled at the thought of being 
surrounded by those who chase after the world and there is a sense of agitation within me. Once I 
was strolling on the banks of the river Jehlam when I became aware of a strange experience con-
veying sense of love from which I derived much pleasure and enjoyment. Whichever way I turned 
I felt a sense of delight (anand) - in eating, in drinking, in walking, in every movement and every 
gesture there was love. After a few hours this experience disappeared but its effect continued for 
at least two months, that is to say, a lesser degree of pleasure still remained with me for two more 
months. At present I am in a strange state of perplexity. I have tried very hard to regain that experi-
ence but I have not been able to fi nd it again. In its search I have been to Lahore to see Babu Ibnash 

Translated into English by Amatul-Hadi Ahmad 
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Chandar, a foreman, who is a very active member of Braham Samaj. Unfortunately, he could not 
see me for much longer than a few minutes, and that only in his offi ce. After that I went to see 
Pundit Shiv Narain Satianand Agnihotri. I saw how much these people feel spirituality. I worked 
in their school as third master for about two months and concentrated on self-improvement. I had 
only gone there to make something out of my life. During my time there I did begin briefl y to 'see' 
something but I was not satisfi ed and I did not fi nd the peace and love that I desired. I still wished 
to stay there patiently, but I had to leave due to ill health. 

 In my own town I once heard Sheikh Maula Baksh Sahib reading your paper from the Great Con-
ference of Religions. I was going somewhere, lost in my own thoughts when my ears caught the 
sound of his voice. In an unusual manner, I felt it in my soul that these words carried a light within 
them and that the person who had written these words must also carry a light within him. I read 
that paper several times and I had the desire to come to Qadian. However, perhaps due to the new 
developments surrounding the issue of the death of Lekhram, whenever I asked a Muslim for the 
address (of the writer of that paper) no one would tell me. Perhaps they feared that I was intending 
to come and murder Mirza Sahib! My agitation, however, was becoming greater and it is now that 
my wish has been fulfi lled. I want to make something of my life and it is for this purpose that I have 
come to you, Huzur.' 

 To this the Promised Messiah (as) responded in the following words:

 The truth is that a person should not be satisfi ed with the outer shell alone and no person likes to 
be satisfi ed with just the shell. Rather, a person wishes to move forward and Islam seeks to take 
him to that very kernel and spirit which a person by nature wishes to attain. The name of Islam is a 
name in which the soul fi nds pleasure. For the soul there is no satisfaction to be found in the names 
of any other religion. What spirituality is to be found in the name 'Arya'? Islam has been created for 
peace, for 'shanti ' and for satisfaction for which the human soul hungers and thirsts. It is so in order 
to convey to the person who hears the name (Islam) that he who truly believes in this religion and 
practices it, is a person who has true knowledge of God. But the thing is that if a person wishes that 
everything should happen at once, that a person should attain to the highest levels of knowledge of 
God in an instant that can never be. In this world everything happens gradually. There is no knowl-
edge or skill that a person does not have to learn with patience and dedication. It is necessary that 
he should move systematically through the different stages. You see, the farmer has to wait after 
he has sown the seed. First he puts one of his dearest things into the ground from where they can 
easily be picked by animals or 'swallowed' by the earth or wasted through some other means. But 
experience gives him comfort that a time will come when these seeds of grain which have now been 
entrusted to the earth, will bear result and in time there will be a green and lush fi eld, and this seed 
thrust into the ground will turn into his food and livelihood. 

 Now, you should consider this that the production of food and the means of existence suffi cient to 
keep a person alive for one day require a period of six months when the life for which the food is 
thus produced is fi nite. How can it then be possible for the spiritual 'food', being nourishment for 
the spiritual life which is eternal, to be attained in a matter of days? It is true that God has power 
over things such that, if he so wishes, he is able to do whatever he wills in an instant, and it is our 
belief that nothing is impossible before him. Islam has not presented a God who, like the God 
presented by the Aryas can neither bring into being a spirit nor anything material and cannot give 
peace and eternal salvation to the truthful and to those who seek after him. Not so. Instead, Islam 
has presented a God who is unique in his powers and strengths. There is none who can compare 
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with him and none who has a share in his powers and attributes. But, yes, his law is such that eve-
rything is done gradually and systematically. Hence, if one is not patient and does not have positive 
expectations, success is diffi cult. I remember once a person came to me and said that the holy peo-
ple of earlier times used to make people reach great (spiritual) heights with one blow of their breath. 
I told him that he was mistaken. This is not God's way of doing things. If you were to lay the fl oor 
in a house, it is necessary to fi rst, repair any parts which are in need of repair and wherever there is 
any fi lth or dirt, to cleanse it and to purify it with a disinfectant. In short, the ground will be made 
ready for laying the fl oor only after a great many schemes and methods have been employed. The 
human heart is the same. Prior to its becoming worthy of being inhabited by God, it is the throne 
of Satan and the seat of his government. It is necessary for the destruction of this government (of 
Satan) for the sake of the other government (of God). 

 Very unfortunate indeed is the person who sets out in search of the truth and then does not hold 
positive expectations (regarding the outcome). Learn at least from the potter and see how much he 
has to do to make a pot of clay. Watch the laundry man, how much hard work he has to do when he 
begins to clean dirty and soiled clothes. Sometimes he puts the clothes on the boil, sometimes he 
rubs them with soap and through different means draws out the dirt and at last the clothes come out 
clean and white. All the dirt that was in them is washed out. If there is need for so much patience 
for such inferior things then how foolish is the person who, for the sake of reforming his life and for 
the sake of the removal of the dirt and fi lth found in his heart, desires that they should all be drawn 
out with a single blow and the heart should thereby be cleansed! 

 Remember, patience is the condition for self-reform. Then the second thing to remember is that the 
purifi cation of morals and of the soul cannot take place without close contact with a person who is 
pure. The fi rst door that unfastens opens because of the removal of fi lth. However, there still remain 
those impurities which have a connection (with one's inner self). In the company of a pure person, 
these inner impurities fi nd an antidote and begin to be gradually removed. This is because there can 
be no relationship with the pure spirit, which in the Holy Qur'an is called 'Ruh-ul-Quds', the Holy 
Spirit, unless there is some affi nity with it. We cannot say when such a relationship is created but, 
certainly, one should practice the means for its attainment. One should 'turn to dust' upon this path 
and tread upon it with patience and steadfastness. God will not waste the efforts of one who strives 
hard and such a person fi nally will be rewarded with that light for which he had been searching. I 
am surprised and do not understand how it is that a human being acts so daringly when he knows 
that God exists! 

 The person I have just mentioned, who had said to me that the earlier holy men turned people into 
saints just by blowing over them, was advised by me that such stories were incorrect and that this 
was against God's law. Instead, a person should strive (for God), it is only then that God will open 
his path for him. The man did not pay any attention to this and left. After some considerable time 
he came to see me again -- his condition this time was even worse than before. In short, it is the 
misfortune of man that he adopts the rule of hurry and when he sees that nothing can be achieved in 
a hurry as God's law is gradual and systematic -- he becomes agitated. The result is that he becomes 
an atheist - this is the fi rst step to atheism. I have seen people who either present great wishful claim 
that they wish to become this or that, and on the other extreme, in the end they accept a life of a 
low level of (moral) existence. Once, a person came to me to ask for some help. He was a Jogi, (a 
person wrapped in dyed cloths, symbolising asceticism). He told me that he had gone to such and 
such a place to beg from some dead person. It appeared from his condition and his conversation 
that his view was that one should exist on charity, asking for it from others. The real and true fact is 
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this that one should strive with patience. God watches till the last limit. Whoever is seen to be weak 
and deceitful, such a one cannot fi nd the path to his honoured presence. Even though the alchemist 
knows that up to now nothing has been achieved, he still carries on patiently with his experiments. 
My meaning is this that fi rst there is need for patience. The true purpose is that there should develop 
a love of God. But I say that love is yet another level or it is a consequence. First of all, however, it 
is necessary that there should also develop a certainty about the existence of God. After this there 
develops in the soul, of its own accord, an aptitude for absorption and the soul is naturally attracted 
towards God. Pleasure and enjoyment from this increases, as one's vision and knowledge (of this 
dimension) increases. Without knowledge there can never arise any pleasure. The real basis of 
fervour is knowledge. It is true knowledge that gives rise to love. It is the union of knowledge and 
love that results in pleasure. Remember this that a glimpse of beauty by itself is not suffi cient to 
give rise to feelings of love without there being any knowledge of it. Consider it certain that with-
out knowledge, love is impossible. Without the knowledge of him who is the beloved, what kind of 
love would that be? To say otherwise is an imaginary thing. There are many who consider a humble 
human being to be a god. What sort of pleasure can people fi nd in such a god? Like the Christians 
who make Jesus into a God and then call out, 'God is love, God is love'. Their love cannot be a true 
love. It is merely a wishful and imaginary love when it has not been their fortune to have acquired 
true knowledge of God. 

 After understanding the importance of patience, it is then necessary for one to, fi rst, correct one's 
beliefs. Hindus present one thing as God, the Christians another and the Chinese yet another. The 
God of the Muslims is the God that they have, through the Qur'an, presented before the world. Until 
that God has been identifi ed and recognised, there can be no relationship or love with God. Nothing 
can come of mere claims. 

 After there has been a correction of beliefs, the second stage is to progress in the knowledge of 
God by staying in the company of righteous persons and by asking God, through prayer, for the 
ability to see the path of truth. As the ability to see the truth and the knowledge of God increases, so 
will there be the development of love. It should be remembered that without the true knowledge of 
God, there can be no progress in love. You see, man does not love tin or iron as much as he loves 
copper, and he does not hold copper as dear as he does silver, and gold is even more of an object of 
desire. Jewels and diamonds are considered to be yet more desirable. What is the reason for this? 
It is this that man receives knowledge about metals which results in an increase in his desire for 
some of them relative to others. In short, the truth is that the cause of progress in love and for the 
increase in the value of and the desire for love is knowledge. Before a person can desire pleasure 
and enjoyment, it is necessary that he attains knowledge. However, the most important element on 
which are based all the others, is patience together with a positive attitude. Until there is patience to 
an amazing degree, nothing can be achieved. When a person perseveres with untiring patience and 
strives and struggles in the path of God, then God the Almighty in accordance with his promise, 
opens the path of guidance for him. As is stated in the Holy Qur'an: 'We will surely, guide in our 
ways those who strive after us'. (Ch. 29, v. 70), i.e. those who adopt Our way and strive and strug-
gle, We do guide them towards our path and doors are opened for them. It is very true when it is 
said, 'Those who seek, shall fi nd'. 

 I will say this, however, that a person who comes to me (apparently searching for God) and then 
after a cursory conversation, walks away, such a person mocks with God. This is not the way of 
seeking God nor has God set up such a system. 
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 So, the fi rst condition for the search of God is a true desire and the second is to be patiently com-
mitted to this search. It is a fact that as one progresses in age, one increases in experience. Does this 
not necessitate living in the company of a holy person? I have seen many men who in their early 
years abandon the world and cry out loudly but ultimately their end is such that they are found to 
be totally engrossed in worldly matters and in fact became worms of the world. Some trees bear a 
sort of fruit which is of a temporary nature, as is the case with the mulberry tree. This tree displays 
an early show of a fruit all of which falls away and the real fruit then follows later. Similarly, the 
desire to search for God also arises temporarily. If one does not at this stage show patience and a 
positive attitude, the temporary desire is not only extinguished, but is obliterated from the heart 
forever and turns one into a worm of the world. However, if one works with truth and with a posi-
tive attitude, this temporary fervour and thirst for the search of truth does give rise to a real and true 
desire which progresses daily, so much so that if there is a mountain of diffi culties and tribulations 
on the way, the true seeker will not care in the least and will continue to progress in his aim. So, the 
person who at the time of the initial fervour and desire is patient and understands that he has to stay 
loyal to this feeling for the rest of his life, is a person of good fortune. But he who gives up after 
a few experiments and becomes tired, all that is left for him is that he should go round saying that 
he has seen many who just talk and found many who were just like shopkeepers, but that he found 
none who could show the truth nor any who could lead to God! 

I don't know the inner state or the intention of everyone who comes to see me and states that he has 
come for God and wishes to fi nd God. I must, however, say this that the fi rst thing a person who 
actively seeks God must do is to check and rectify his beliefs. He should ascertain (for himself) 
what sort of God it is that he is trying to fi nd. Is the God that he is seeking really the Creator and the 
Master of the world? Is he a God that possesses all good attributes and is pure from all defi ciencies 
and negative characteristics? Or, is the God that he is searching for the child of a woman or some 
other such weak and feeble god from among the 330 million gods (which are said to exist). I say 
this because if one's beloved and the centre of one's desires is stood at the edge of an ocean, what 
will be gained by diving in! For example, the Christians state that the Messiah son of Mary is God 
even though he was born from the womb of a woman in the same way as any other human being 
is born and he ate and drank and had all the attendant human needs including those of ridding the 
body of waste matter. Now, this much is possible that someone should love him but human wisdom 
can never suggest that such a weak human being may also be God or that gods who are given birth 
by women. When the fi rst step is on the ground of falsehood, what hope can there be of the second 
step being on the ground of truth? Rays of light fall upon the heart as a result of believing in a liv-
ing God who, is the possessor of all perfect attributes. Where is this to be found with a belief in a 
mortal being and the worship of an image of weakness and feebleness? 

 There is an Arabic saying: 'He who seeks has no religion'. A seeker should abandon all prejudices 
and suspend all beliefs and then begin his search for true beliefs. Only then can there be any hope of 
progress. In this search God should be the foundation stone. If this is the case then the fi nal 'stone' 
will also be God. Rushing these things is not a good thing. It usually causes deprivation for an un-
fortunate person. For instance, if you did not stay with us for a while and leave, and then say such 
things as, 'There was nothing there', or 'I didn't get anything from there', then, tell me, what will be 
our loss in that? There are many in this world who can talk like that but they are unfortunate and 
deprived. You see, if some shapes of geometry are presented to a child, he may like some of them 
but his liking them can be of no benefi t to him because he is unaware of their properties and does 
not know what benefi ts can be gained from them. 
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 I have seen people who make objections against Islam and I have collected these objections and 
I say this truly that the point on which those who are unfamiliar with these matters have raised an 
objection, is precisely the point where a treasure of wisdom, truth and deep knowledge is buried 
and the person who objects has nothing but foolishness and blindness. With their objections they 
prove that they are narrow-minded and possess an unprincipled nature otherwise they would not 
have raised objections against what is, in fact, a mine of deep and true knowledge. It is for this rea-
son that I advise you to pursue your search for the truth with gentleness and patience. 

 You are in search of God. The best way for you is that you, fi rst, check and correct your beliefs 
which will help you in identifying what that something called 'God' is that you wish to fi nd. This 
will enable you to progress in your knowledge of God. There is in the true knowledge of God a 
strong capacity to absorb love and it can become a means of developing in you the love of God. 
Without this any claims of love are like the superfi cial fruit which disappears after a few days. 

 You should remember this and this is our religion that God's light does not shine upon a person 
until that light descends from the heavens. It is absolutely true that blessing comes down from the 
heavens. Until God himself reveals his light for the one who seeks him, the speed of (progress) of 
the seeker is like that of a worm and that is how it should be because he is engulfed by all manner 
of ignorance and darkness as well as facing the diffi culties of this path. But when the light (of God) 
shines upon him, his heart and his mind become bright and being thus enlightened by the light his 
speed becomes as fast as lightening. 

Questioner: Hazoor, I am not an adherent of any religion. The Promised Messiah (as): If someone 
comes to us having decided that they will not agree to anything then we can say nothing--what 
can we say? But if someone possesses intelligence, he will be compelled to make some path (for 
himself). 

 What is religion? It is that path which a person adopts for himself. Every person needs to adopt 
a path. Even the non-religious person who does not believe in God needs to adopt a path (for his 
life) and that is Mazhab ('religion'). But, yes, the point under consideration should be whether the 
adopted path is a path through which one could attain true steadfastness, eternal pleasure, peace 
and satisfaction. 

 You see, Mazhab (religion) is a common word which means a space for walking upon, that is, a 
path and this word in itself is not specifi c to faith. Specialists in the fi eld of every type of knowl-
edge and skill such as medicine, geography, astronomy, the study of nature, etc., all have a faith (a 
direction) which they follow. No-one can dispute this. This is a necessary aspect of human life to 
which there can be no exception. So, just as the human soul requires a body and meaning requires 
word and perspective, so man needs Mazhab (a path). It is not our concern, nor are we arguing 
that someone should say 'Allah', or 'God', or 'Premaishar'. Our concern is just this: what does he 
understand about the deity that he calls upon? I say that you can call him whatever name you like 
but you should say what he is. You should defi ne the characteristics you have attributed to him. It 
is the issue of the attributes of the divine being that is the major problem which should be given 
serious consideration. 

Questioner: I believe that the purpose of Mazhab (religion) is to correct one's nature. 

The Promised Messiah (as): There is at present the King, Edward VII. Now, even if we did call 
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someone else that, it would be forced, it would not make that person a king. What we desire is ex-
actly this that the true God should be identifi ed and all the other presumptions should be abandoned. 

 What is Islam? The very name of Islam has been given by Allah to connote the 'nature' of Allah. 
Islam is a natural religion, (i.e. it takes human nature fully into account). But when is the truth of 
these matters revealed? It is revealed when a person stays in the company of a holy person with 
patience and steadfastness. There is great blessing in steadfastness. Look at the honey-bee. When 
it engages in its hard work steadfastly, it produces something fi ne and useful as honey. Likewise, 
a person fi nds God when he engages in the search of God with steadfastness. What is more, he not 
only just fi nds God it is my belief that he actually 'sees' him. 

 In the acquisition of worldly knowledge how much expenditure of fi nance and time is spent? These 
(procedures of acquiring) knowledge clearly point to the rules of acquiring spiritual knowledge. 
The path that a beginner should adopt in the realm of spiritual knowledge is that he should, fi rst, 
acquire familiarity with the (nature of) God's being and then he should gain familiarity with God's 
attributes, familiarity with which would take him to the level of certainty about God. It is then that 
he will be informed about God's being and about his perfect attributes and at that point his soul 
will speak from within that it has found God and is fully satisfi ed. When there is such faith in God 
that it reaches the level of certainty and a person feels that he has 'seen' God and has acquired a fa-
miliarity with God's attributes, at that stage a person develops a hatred for sin. The nature (of such 
a person) that was once attracted towards sin, now hates it, and this condition is known as Tauba, 
i.e. repentance. 

 The point that after acquiring total faith one's nature comes to hate sin is something that can be 
clearly and easily understood. You know that there are poisons such as strychnine or that there are 
some poisonous animals -- why does man fear them? Simply for this reason that experience shows 
that a certain poison, taken in a certain quantity, proves fatal. Many have been seen to have died 
after an intake of poison and that is why one is not inclined towards taking poison - one fears it. 
When this is the case, what then is the reason that all manner of sins are committed, so much so 
that if there was even a paisa (a small coin) lying in the street, someone would stoop down to pick 
it up, when a brief enquiry could establish its owner. I know that there have been cases where for 
such paltry amounts as 12 Aanas the lives of innocent children have been taken. You can see from 
the proceedings of the courts what dark and fearful scenes emerge. Lies are told for the petty things. 
The bad and evil deeds are fl owing like a river in full fl ow. Why is this? Simply, because there 
is no belief in God. People are afraid of snakes and poisons because they believe them to be fatal 
and they have faith in such things being dangerous. If there is complete faith in God, then I see no 
reason why there would not be a hatred of sin. 

 There are two things which are important for a human being -- to safeguard against the bad and 
to run towards the good and there are two aspects of goodness. One is the abandonment of harm-
ful acts and the other is the performance of deeds which are of benefi t to others. A person cannot 
achieve perfection merely through giving up bad deeds unless there is also a move towards the 
performance of deeds which benefi t others. This is an indicator of how much change has, in fact, 
taken place (in a person) and the higher levels of goodness are granted only when a person has faith 
in the attributes of God as well as knowledge of those attributes. Unless this condition is fulfi lled, 
one cannot even protect oneself against bad deeds, leave alone being benefi cial to others which is 
a great thing indeed. Is it not the case that people also stand in awe of kings and there is fear, to 
an extent, of the penal system of India and many people do not go against the law? Why then the 
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audacity to go against the law of the one who is Judge Supreme! Is there any other reason for this 
than that there is no faith in him -- this is the only reason. 

 In short, the fi rst stage of safeguarding oneself against bad deeds can only be successfully com-
pleted when there is faith in God. The second stage should then be one of searching for the path 
that was adopted by God's holy people and there is only one such path which has been adopted by 
all the God's holy people who by treading this path benefi ted from God's benefi cence. The way to 
discover this path is this that one should try to ascertain what kind of relationship God had with the 
holy people. 

 The fi rst stage of safeguarding against the bad is acquired through the manifestation of awe-inspir-
ing (Jalali) attributes of God because he is the enemy of those who indulge in base and shameless 
acts. The second stage is granted through the manifestation of God's Jamali attributes, i.e. attributes 
of benefi cence and beauty. The ultimate, however, is that nothing can be achieved unless one is 
granted strength and power from God in the form of what, according to Islamic terminology, is 
known as Ruhul Qudus (the holy spirit). It is a force which is granted by God and with its descent 
comes inner peace and tranquillity (Sakeena) and there develops a natural love and attraction for 
goodness. The person endowed with Ruhul Qudus runs to perform good deeds with pleasure and 
enjoyment whereas others see it is as a heavy burden. Just as even a child enjoys eating something 
delicious, so when a person develops a relationship with God and the Holy Spirit descends upon 
him from God, the performance of good deeds for such a person becomes like drinking a sweet and 
delicious drink. The beauty that exists within goodness begins to become apparent to him and he 
runs helplessly towards good deeds and the thought of bad deeds makes him shudder. 

 The nature of these matters, however, is such that they cannot be adequately expressed in words 
because they are matters of the heart. The true signifi cance of these matters can only be known 
through feeling them when one is granted fresh signs of light. One should not, however, begin to 
feel proud and should not consider experiences of deep emotion that, at time, one may have, to be 
the ultimate spiritual state. Such experiences are of a temporary nature. Sometimes it does happen 
that a person reading a novel cries at the painful circumstances described there. The reader of the 
novel clearly knows, however, that it is an imaginary story and not a true one. Hence, if crying or 
feeling a sense of deep emotion were to be the basis of true happiness and enjoyment, nowhere 
would there be people more advanced in spiritual enjoyment than in Europe because thousands of 
novels are published there and millions of people shed tears while reading them. 

 The truth is that it is in the nature of man that he laughs at something humorous and cries in situa-
tions which lead him to tears and, at times, he also derives a certain pleasure from this. This pleas-
ure, however, cannot be the basis of any spiritual discernment. For instance, a man falls in love with 
a woman and in his state of ardour, makes up verses and recites them which make him both happy 
and sad and he weeps. There is in human beings this capacity whether it is used appropriately or 
inappropriately. A person should not be satisfi ed at just being in possession of this capacity. God 
has endowed (mankind) with this capacity so that the true seekers may not be deprived and, when 
used appropriately, it should act as a prelude to the next stage of spiritual (development) and should 
become like a faculty. 

 In short, matters such as crying or the abandonment of certain other material things or relationships 
are temporary things. One should not become inactive through reliance on them. Matters upon 
which a true knowledge of God can be based are that if a person is tried in the path of God again 
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and again and is thrown into the river of diffi culties and tribulations, even then he should not be 
perturbed and should keep moving forward. After this, he is made aware of the knowledge he has of 
God and it is this that is a true pleasure and a true bounty. At such a time there is a deeply felt emo-
tion but this emotion is not temporary, rather, it is fi lled with joy and pleasure and the soul fl ows 
towards God like a spring of pure water. In other words, before reaching the true ocean, one sees 
a mirage which also appears like an ocean. The person, who is deceived by the illusion and does 
not move forward, loses hope and is left without any achievement or success. On the other hand, 
the person who does not give up and keeps moving forward is the one who attains the desired aim. 

 God has placed different states within the human soul. Among these is the state of feeling deep 
emotion which makes one cry. One person may become affected by the mere recitation of a few 
verses of poetry while another person moves on, not relying on such measures and reaches the 
true point of his journey. Remember this that for the true seeker of truth, there is the condition that 
wherever he fi nds truth, he should take it. This is a light which guides him. At the present time 
there has started in the world a 'battle' to attract people (to different religions). The Arya are trying 
to pull people to their beliefs, the Brahmu are calling to them and the Dev Samaj people are invit-
ing to their faith, whilst the Christians present Christianity. In other words, every group tries to at-
tract people to them and the circle of differences between them is becoming ever wider. However, 
what we are giving an invitation for and that which we can inform any seeker of truth is this that 
he should search for God. Take the Aryas, for instance, they swear at and curse all holy and truth-
ful people. For them no matter how much a person truly loves (God) and no matter how holy he 
is, he can never attain salvation. According to their beliefs, God has not even created the smallest 
atom. Now, tell me, how can a true seeker of truth place any hope on such a Premaishar (God) and 
how can the omnipotence and majesty of God create in his soul any deep emotion that could take 
him away from sin, when he considers that not a single atom of his existence has been created by 
God. Again, if we accept that God did not bless any other country with his word, other than that 
of the Vedas, one is left without hope. In short, our advice is that whoever wishes to tread the path 
of seeking the truth, the purpose and the aim of his search should be the search for God. When he 
acquires true belief in the true and one God, there will fl ow a river of truths and of true knowledge 
of God. 

 Remember that truths and fi ne points are related to knowledge. The greater the knowledge, the 
more truths will reveal themselves. Thus, when carrying out one's research (into these matters) one 
should keep one's heart clean and pure. The more the heart is purifi ed of prejudice and selfi shness 
the quicker the true meanings will be understood. The difference that exists between light and dark-
ness is understood even by the most ignorant of people. The true thing and the accurate thing is one 
and the same. 

 The summary of the whole of my speech, in a word, is this that between two points there is only 
one straight line. These are matters which are worthy of consideration. You should stay here with 
patience and steadfastness. By God's grace it is not impossible that you should fi nd the path which 
has been tried and experienced by millions of holy people and such people still exist. 

(The Promised Messiah (as) fi nished his discourse at this point. The questioner stayed in Qadian for 
some time and benefi ted from the company of the Promised Messiah (as).
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  The existence of God looks like an obvious 
truth to the believers, but to the non-believers 
it is, as if covered with seven veils. I have 
gathered some points from everyday logic and 
some from historical prospecti ve to provide a 
base to prove existence of God to the non-
believers. I understand that each point that 
follows could be a topic for discussion, but I 
have tried my best to put as much as possible 
in a limited space. 

All RELIGIONS BELIEVE IN GOD 
 It is an undeniable fact that all the religions 
on this earth claim to be from God. Hadhrat 
Muhammad (saw), Moses, Jesus, Krishna, 
Buddha, Baba Nanak and every religious leader 
taught people to believe and worship God. 
Although all religions have slight diff erences in 
the att ributes they ascribe to God, but all the 
religions hold the common view that there is 
a God who has created this universe. History 
tells us that even those ancient religions that 
no longer exist in this world, they also held 
the view of God, whether they were in ancient 
America, or in jungles of Africa or in England, or 
in Java or Sumatra, or in Japan and China or in 
Siberia or in India. It is an important point that 
what’s the reason for this thought provoking 
unity among so varied religions? In the 
ancient ti mes people were not linked together 
through any means of communicati on or 
transport, then how is it possible that people 
living in isolati on thousands of mile away from 
each other, held the common view about the 
existence of God? Many of the lands were 
even not discovered at that ti me. Even now it 
is diffi  cult for two persons to completely agree 
on any issue, then how come this universal 
unanimity regarding existence of God? All 
these facts lead us to the only possible 
conclusion that not only there is a living God 
but also that God has always manifested 

Himself through some means to his men to 
make them believe in Him. Historians agree 
that if there is such universal unanimity about 
any issue then there is no reason to disagree 
with it. Another fact worth noti ng is that there 
have been a small number of atheists all the 
ti me, this proves that the ‘existence of God’ 
is not related to any psychological need of 
human beings. In this world, one can lead 
ones life without acknowledging the existence 
of God, though he will be att empti ng to close 
his eyes to the very obvious and clear truth. 

WHO ARE THOSE WHO CALL PEOPLE 
TOWARDS GOD? 

 If we look at the life of all those men, who 
have called other people towards God, we 
fi nd a surprising common thing about all of 
them, that they were very pious and righteous 
men. They were the people who were 
respected in their nati ons. They were true 
people, who spent their lives to guide people 
to the right path. They persuaded people to 
shun oppressing others. They taught to look 
aft er the poor and needy. They fought all 
their life against the unjust rulers of the ti me. 
They were invariably opposed by the people 
in power at that ti me, although they were 
highly honored and valued for the purity of 
their character, even by those who later, on 
the announcement of their claims, became 
their enemies. It is inconceivable that those 
who did not lie about men, began suddenly 
to lie about God. They were the people whose 
lives were exemplary for others. Whether it is 
Indian Krishna, or Irani Zoroaster or Egypti an 
Moses, or Israelite Christ or Punjabi Baba 
Nanak, or Leader of the righteous Muhammad 
(saw) who was given the ti tle of Trustworthy 
by his nati on from his very youth and who 
challenged his nati on that he had led all of his 
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life among them and Could they point out to 
any single lie or felony in his life? So all these 
righteous persons who came to this world at 
diff erent ti mes and places, all of them say one 
thing in common... “There is a God.... There is 
a God....” Not only they claimed that there is 
a God but also they claimed that He talked to 
them. 

 One may fi nd great philosophers or scholars 
in the world who have done great works, but 
their work cannot be compared to the work of 
those righteous persons. Actually, if we study 
the lives of those philosophers we fi nd that no 
great deeds compared to their loft y sayings. 
Why is it that these great philosophers were 
not able to exhibit that righteousness which 
was shown by people from God? The people 
whose names I have menti oned above, all of 
them faced great hardships in the life due to 
their teachings but nothing could lead them 
astray from the true path. Their killings were 
planned, they were exiled from their homes 
and they were boycott ed, but they never 
gave up their beliefs. Why did they not tell lie 
and relieve themselves from those hardships 
that were imposed on them just because of 
their true belief in God. Their lack of interest 
in material desires proves it that they were 
selfl ess people. When such truthful and 
trustworthy people are saying it in unison, that 
they have met with God, they have listened 
His voice and they have experienced his 
manifestati ons, then it really leaves us with no 
doubt. Even in this material world the people 
whom we know that they are habitual liars, 
when they go to a court and speak something 
under an oath, they are believed, then why 
don’t we believe in those righteous persons? 

EVEN DISBELIEVERS IN THEIR HEART ARE 
AFRAID OF GOD 
 Human nature in itself provides us with a 
strong inclinati on towards a belief in God. 
There are certain sins which human nature 
doesn’t like to get involved in, for instance, 
relati onship with Mother, sister and daughters, 
uncleanliness owing to certain discharges 
from body. These are certain things which 
even an atheist will not like to do. But, if 
there is no fear of a super being, Why not to 
lie all the ti me?, why not to steal and commit 
adultery? What are the reasons that keep 

them away from these evils? If they do not 
feel the power of some unseen, then they 
should do whatever pleases them. Then truth 
and lie and justi ce and oppression should be 
all the same for them. It is only God’s fear that 
is ruling on their hearts. Although their mind 
does not acknowledge the existence of God 
but the human nature created by God cannot 
defy it. So even an atheist at heart holds some 
view about God and judgment day. While in 
distress, everybody pray to a super-Being for 
relief. Why so, if they don’t believe in that 
super-being, whom we call God? 

EVERY THING IN THIS UNIVERSE HAS A 
CREATOR 

 If we deeply study this universe, we see that 
every thing culminates in a Creator. He is the 
ulti mate and every thing is working under 
his guidance. If we look at diff erent stages of 
human birth and growth, we see that as we 
go backward, we fi nd we are moving towards 
weaker and weaker stage. Eventually we shall 
fi nd that the growth starts from a clot of clinging 
substance. So human beings who themselves 
start from such a weak stage, how can they 
be their own creator. So it proves without any 
doubt that human beings are not their own 
creator. We see that if we start studying the 
birth process minutely, ulti mately we will fi nd 
ourselves at the limit of human knowledge. 
At that stage, all the worldly knowledge will 
reach their limit and will be totally exhausted 
about what had actually happened? So that is 
a stage where divine hand is working. Every 
scienti st has to believe that all the processes 
of this universe ulti mately reach a point where 
their knowledge becomes inadequate or 
insuffi  cient to describe them. Once somebody 
asked a Bedouin that what proof does he has 
about the existence of God. He replied that if 
he saw excrement of a camel in the middle of 
a jungle, he could tell that a camel had passed 
through that jungle. Then aft er seeing so many 
diff erent creatures in this universe, couldn’t 
he tell that there is some creator of them? 

IS THIS UNIVERSE CREATED JUST BY 
CHANCE? 

 Some of the people believe that this universe 
was created just by chance and they also try to 
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prove it through science. But God says that all 
those things that happen just by chance, they 
don’t have such an order in them. Diff erent 
colors are used together to make a picture. 
If we just throw the paints on a paper, will 
they ever make a picture? Houses are made 
of bricks, but if we just throw the bricks in 
a pile, will they form a house? It is true that 
someti mes some of the things are made by 
chance, but a close analysis of the universe 
clearly refutes this ‘by chance’ theory. All right, 
for a moment, if we believe that matt er was 
created by chance, and this world also came 
into being by chance, I will ask the readers to 
study deeply the creati on of human beings; 
Is it possible that such a perfect being was 
created by chance? See the stars, the planets, 
sun etc. and then the creati on of day and 
night. Every thing just fi ts so nicely in a fi nely 
woven net, doesn’t that orderliness speaks of 
a powerful creator? 

 Even in this world we can easily judge the 
power and wisdom of a creator of anything by 
closely examining his creati on. A good picture 
is painted by an excellent painter, a powerful 
computer is made by an intelligent team of 
researchers. Looking at the orderliness of any 
things tells us that how intelligent its creator 
is. God has given to every being an appropriate 
body and shape, so that it can sustain itself. 
God kept the food for trees in soil, therefore 
he gave roots to the trees, so that they can get 
their food. God made fl esh as food for ti gers, 
therefore He gave strong nails and teeth to the 
ti ger, so that it can kill its prey and eat it. God 
made grass as food for horses and camels, 
therefore, He gave them long neck, so they 
can graze it. God created lungs for human 
being, therefore He also created air, so that 
they can breath. Human beings depend on 
water, so God created Clouds, so that they can 
take water to them. Such an enormous and 
perfect order could never have been created 
just by chance? Only a super-being could do it. 

TRUE BELIEVERS ARE ALWAYS EXALTED 
ON OTHERS 

 God said that he would always exalt His true 
believers on others. True believers are always 
triumphant on non believers, they always 
overcome them. If there is no God then, how 

are they become successful? All the founders 
of diff erent religions were men of weak means. 
When Moses called Pharaoh towards God, 
Pharaoh replied that which God was he talking 
about? “I am GOD” So God ruined Pharaoh, 
and made Moses as the King of that ti me. 
Incidence of Pharaoh has become an example 
for this world and also for the next world. 
Same happened with other prophets. Same 
happened with Muhammad (saw). All of his 
enemies were defeated. All those nati ons of 
that ti me, who opposed him were conquered 
by him or his followers. The founders of 
religions did not posses those powers and 
means which ordinarily make for successful 
leadership. Yet it is inconceivable that an 
innocent person of ordinary accomplishments, 
as soon as he begins to lie about God, should 
come to have such tremendous powers that 
his teachings dominate all other teachings 
current in his ti me. Such a development is 
impossible without the help of a powerful 
God. Why were their prophecies and their 
promises fulfi lled? No doubt there have been 
others, generals and dictators, who have 
att ained to apparently similar success. But it 
never lasts for long, but the success which is 
foretold, which is att ributed to God from the 
beginning, success on which is staked the 
Prophet’s whole moral reputati on and which 
is achieved in spite of the tough oppositi on 
endures for ever. 

GOD LISTENS TO THE PRAYERS 

 God has always listened to the prayers of 
the righteous people of all the ti mes. A non 
believer may say that it might have been by 
chance that those incidents happened that 
were prayed for. But the accepted prayers are 
diff erent from the other ones. God not only 
listens to the prayers of his chosen one, but 
also He informs them about their acceptance. 
Many prophets have claimed about a number 
of things, and all those claims had been 
fulfi lled, e.g. their ulti mate success is always 
foretold when apparently they were very weak 
and oppressed, but all of them succeeded 
ulti mately. 

REVELATION 

 It has always been God’s practi ce to 
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communicate to people of every age. Not only 
He talks to the chosen ones (Prophets) but 
also to other righteous people and someti me 
even to very mean and fi lthy people, just to 
show his manifestati ons. Someti mes, God 
foretells people news about future and 
someti mes also about next world. Many ti mes 
He has revealed news about the events that 
are to happen hundreds of year later. God 
told in Quran some fourteen hundred years 
ago about the great progress of Christi ans, 
which was to occur someti mes later. It was 
foretold that a ti me will come when camels 
would be no longer used. Even it was told 
that the transportati on that will be used in 
future would work with fi re. It was foretold 
that a ti me will come when people would die 
in large numbers by earthquakes, storms and 
rains, and wars would also bring large number 
of fataliti es. And such large scale destructi on 
would have never happened before on this 
earth. Islam is a religion, about which God 
has said, that there will be people in every 
century, with whom God would communicate, 
and this has come true. How it can all happen 
by chance? 

UNIVERSE IS NOT FROM EVER 
 Some atheists claim that this universe is in 
existence from ever and it will last for ever. If 
this universe is in existence from ever, then it 
must have infi nite source of power and energy, 
but we see that no material thing is infi nite in 
this universe. The temperature of Sun is falling 
down, even the earth is cooling off . All the 
sources of energy in this universe are being 
consumed up and exhausti ng. So the world is 

approaching to its end as was prophesied by all 
the religions. It proves that the universe came 
into being a fi nite ti me ago and it also has a 
defi nite end. We know from our whole life’s 
experience, that if we consider any process, 
there are only two possibiliti es, that a process 
is either started by some human beings, or 
it might be a result of some other process. If 
we move back in this tree of processes which 
are a result of some other process, ulti mately 
we shall come across a process, which could 
not be att ributed to any other process. At that 
place, we are left  with no other argument, 
except to believe that it was started by some 
Super Being. We refer to that Super Being 
as ‘God’, some atheists call this Super Being 
by the name of ‘nature’. Actually, just giving 
a diff erent name to this Super Being really 
does not make much diff erence, they believe 
in God, and all they need is just a litt le fi ne 
tuning. 

PRAYER FOR GOD’s MANIFESTATION 

 All the non believers should think that if there 
is a God then they will be in deep trouble on 
the day of Reckoning and in the next world. 
So if anybody is interested in getti  ng the true 
knowledge about God, then he should pray 
earnestly that if there is a God with infi nite 
powers as the people claim then may God 
manifest Himself on him. May God show him 
the right path. If anybody does such prayers 
earnestly for 40 days, then we believe, 
whatever his origin, religion and country is, 
God will show him the true path and he will 
have no doubt about the existence of God.
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The prophets of God are blessed with the 
kind of magneti sm that invariably att racts 
the righteous and pious souls to them.  The 
prophets are also a source of miracles and other 
kinds of paranormal phenomena.  At ti mes 
their followers achieve such a high spiritual 
status that they themselves experience such 
paranormal occurrences.
   
    Our spiritual Master, the Holy Prophet 
Mohammad (saw) was the recipient of such 
spiritual magneti sm in ample abundance, that 
brought about a revoluti on in the lives of his 
companions, in as much as that they divested 
themselves of the worldly pursuits and thus 
found God.

    As prophesied in the Holy Quran, the 
Traditi ons of the Holy Prophet (saw) and 
The New Testament, the advent of such a 
person was predesti ned and that he would 
be a complete refl ecti on of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad (saw), hence would have that 
power to cause a large number of pious 
souls and devotees to gather around him. 
The Promised Messiah was blessed with a 
large party of righteous companions only 
comparable to the companions of the Holy 
Prophet (saw.  Promised Messiah himself said, 
“He who fi nds me savours the company of the 
companions of The Prophet.”

Moreover, he comments about his devotees 
saying, “those entering into fraternity with 
me and professing allegiance to this divine 
associati on are completely imbued with 
devoti on to God and me. It is only by the grace 
of Allah that I am blessed with such sincere 
and devout souls.”
(Fateh-e Islam; Roohani Khaza-in; Vol: 3, Page 
35)

  The Promised Messiah (as) says, “I have a 
large party of people gathered around me 
who have spurned their worldly gains and 
devoted their lives to religious pursuit. They 
have left  their places of abode, their friends 
and relati ons and have migrated to Qadian 
and have chosen a simple and meek life style 
here, only because they wanted to live in 
my proximity. And there are some who have 
chosen to divorce their properti es and nati ve 
lands and have decided to spend the rest of 
their lives in Qadian.  Allah has commended 
these saintly people in his revelati ons to me. 
They have forsaken the comforts of their 
worldly lives and chosen to live like Dervishes. 
They have learnt to reject the ways of good 
life as they became savvy to the sweet taste 
of their faith.
 (Roohani Khaza-in; volume 15; pages: 625-
626)

GLIMPESES OF LIVES OF 
SOME COMPANIONS OF 

THE PROMISED MESSIAH (as)
part i

Akhlaq Ahmad Anjum

(Translated into English by Malik Hameed Uddin Nasir)  
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   Each one of the companions of the Promised 
Messiah (as) was a devout follower, steeped 
in loyalty to him and to the religion of Islam. 
Their only mission was to achieve proximity to 
Allah.  Due to lack of space, we will menti on 
only few of them in the following pages.
                                             

Hazrat Maulvi Hakeem Nooruddin (ra)

     Hadhrat Maulvi Nooruddin Sahib swore the 
oath of allegiance, and surpassed everyone in 
sincerity and loyalty to the Promised Messiah 
(as).  Wherever the Promised Messiah made 
a menti on of his brothers in faith; he always 
menti oned the name of Hadhrat Maulvi sahib 
with utmost endearment. The Promised 
Messiah (as) says,” fi rst of all I passionately 
wish to menti on the name of my brother in 
Islam who is aptly called Nooruddin (Light of 
the religion). I have always watched wishfully 
the services   he has carried out for the 
propagati on of Islam with his own hard earned 
money. His passion to support the religion of 
Islam reminds us of the Divine power that 
att racts people to sacrifi ce their health, wealth 
and lives in the way of the religion. They are 
always ready to obey what God and their 
messenger (Prophet Muhammad) bids them 
to do.  I know this for a fact that they would 
not hesitate to do any of my bidding even if it 
means to lay down their lives in the process, 
if only I beckon them to do so. I am certain 
that he (Hazrat Nooruddin) would be willing 
to risk everything just to stay in my proximity 
.The sincerity and loyalty is evident not only 
from his words but also from his acti ons. He is 
more than ready to sacrifi ce even his means of 
sustenance of his own family just to serve me. 
More oft en than not, his fervour and passion 
to serve the religion of Islam exceeds his 
fi nancial capacity but he always eggs himself 
on. (Fateh-e-Islam, Roohani Khaza-in; Vol: 3; 
Pages: 34 –37)

The Promised Messiah (as) says, “Allah has 
given me a loyal soul who is a jewel among my 
helpers, the essence of all those who are my 
friends in the matt ers of the religion. He is aptly 
named Nooruddin. He follows my biddings as 
the human pulse follows the heart- beat. He 
nearly slays himself to seek my pleasure.” (Aa-
eena Kamalat-e-Islam, Arabic secti on)

The Promised Messiah as) has shed ample 
light on the salient features of the character 
of Hadhrat Maulvi sahib, i.e., his profound 
love and complete obedience to the Promised 
Messiah (as).

  Hadhrat Dr Mir Ismael Sahib says, “ all of the 
companions of the Promised Messiah adored 
him in their own individual manner but the 
extreme to which Hadhrat Maulvi Nooruddin 
Sahib revered him is unparalleled. Once I 
was staying with Hadhrat Maulvi Sahib when 
somebody commented that the Promised 
Messiah suggested to one of his acquaintances 
to give his daughter’s hand in marriage to 
some Ahmadi, but the acquaintance declined 
the suggesti on. At that juncture Hadhrat’s 
daughter Amtul-Hayee who was a mere 
child at the ti me, passed by.  Hadhrat Maulvi 
Sahib said with extreme passion, if Promised 
Messiah bids me to marry my daughter off  to 
son of Nihali (a maid servant), I would do that 
without any hesitati on. His comment was a 
reaffi  rmati on of his reverence, adorati on and 
devoti on to the Promised Messiah.

  By the grace of Allah, the same young girl 
Amtul-Hayee, was desti ned to become the 
daughter-in–law of the Promised Messiah, 
being wed to Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood 
Ahmad, the great scion of the Promised 
Messiah who himself was a paradigm of grace 
and elegance of character.

 (Hayat-e-Yayyaba; Page: 186-287)

   Hakeem Mohammad Siddique of Miani 
relates. “once, Hadhrat Maulvi Nooruddin 
Sahib was sitti  ng in his clinic when somebody 
informed him that the Promised Messiah (as) 
wanted to see him. On hearing this, he leapt 
to his feet and started walking while doing his 
turban and dragging his shoes along with him 
trying not to be late in presenti ng himself to 
the Promised Messiah (as).

Aft er that he was elected the Khalifa of 
Ahmadiyya community, he used to say,” you 
know that there was a ti me when my beloved 
(Promised Messiah) used to live here and 
Nooruddin was crazy about him so much so 
that he would be oblivious of his  own turban 
and his shoes.”                                           

(Hayat-e-Nooruddin; page: 108)
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    Before Maulvi Sahib sett led in Qadian for 
good, he had started the constructi on of a 
grand mansion in Bhera with the intenti on of 
making it his permanent abode there. During 
this period he happened to travel to Lahore 
with the purpose of buying constructi on 
material there. While in Lahore he decided 
to go to Qadian to see the Promised Messiah 
in person.  From Batala, he hired a horse-
driven cart to take him to Qadian with the 
understanding that his stay in Qadian would 
only be a short one and that the same cart 
would bring him back to Batala. He met the 
promised Messiah there and before that he 
could ask his permission to leave, the Promised 
Messiah (as) said, “well! I presume that now 
you are not busy anymore (meaning that he 
was reti red from his service in Kashmir). To 
which Maulvi Sahib replied, “yes Hazoor, I 
am somehow free now”. He then promptly 
paid off  the cart driver saying that it was not 
appropriate to ask permission to leave today, 
maybe a few days later.  Next day Hadhrat 
Promised Messiah (as) said to Maulvi Sahib, 
“ You would not be comfortable here living 
alone in Qadian, you bett er arrange to bring 
one of your wives over here.” He immediately 
wrote a lett er asking one of his wives to join 
him in Qadian. Aft er that his wife had arrived, 
he said to Maulvi Sahib, “I know that you are 
very fond of reading and you might wish to get 
your personal library books transferred here.” 
Then on another occasion, the Promised 
Messiah said to him,” please never think about 
going back to Bhera again.”

Hadhrat Maulvi Sahib (ra) says that he thought 
it was possible that he would not go back to 
Bhera again but was worried the idea may 
creep up in his mind. But he added, God works 
in mysterious ways and I never felt nostalgic 
about Bhera again. What a fi ne example 
of obedience, adorati on and loyalty to the 
Promised Messiah!  He was ever ready to 
execute the biddings of the promised Messiah, 
never asking for a respite to wrap up his own 
chores. No wonder that the Promised Messiah 
once commented that Maulvi Nooruddin(ra) 
would readily jump into the river of raging fi re 
if only I bid him to do so.

Hadhrat Sufi  Ahmad Jan of Ludhiana

   Hadhrat Sufi  Ahmad Jan of Ludhiana was 
a pious soul, totally imbued with obedience, 
loyalty and adorati on of The Promised 
Messiah (as). In fact he was an embodiment 
of loyalty. His adorati on and devoti on to the 
Promised Messiah (as) dated back long ti me 
before the Promised Messiah‘s messianic 
claim. Later, by openly affi  rming the Promised 
Messiah’s claim, he let himself be counted as 
one of his believers. Aft er a chance reading of 
Promised Messiah’s elegant book” Braheen-e-
Ahmadiyya”, he immediately realized his high 
spiritual status, and adoringly implored him in 
one of his famous couplets the translati on of 
which is, “we, the affl  icted, implore you to be 
our Messiah”.

   Hadhrat Sufi  Sahib was a nati ve of Delhi. 
During the disturbances of 1857, he   migrated 
to Ludhiana along with his family. He was 
a saintly and pious soul with a capti vati ng 
personality and a great God fearing contented 
person. He had a large number of pious souls 
of Sunni persuasion as his followers. 

    Though Sufi  sahib died before the Promised 
Messiah (as) began taking oath of allegiance 
from the faithful, he adored The Promised 
Messiah despite the fact that some of his 
followers hinted that he was degrading his 
status by openly praising The Promised 
Messiah. He replied to them, saying, that 
he did not care about his status nor did he 
need any followers. Aft er the publicati on 
of “Braheen-e-Ahmadiyya”, if somebody 
approached him to join his order, he would 
tell them, now that the sun has risen; all stars 
stand pale, go and follow Mirza Sahib (i.e. The 
Promised Messiah).
 (Inaa-maat-e- Khudawand Karim: By Pir 
Ift ikhar Ahmad) 

   The Promised Messiah (as), grieved by his 
demise, wrote, “ i am writi ng this with a heavy 
heart as one of my dear brother in Islam has 
expired, May Allah grant him a high stati on in 
the Hereaft er.  Inna Lillah-e-Wa – Inna Alaih-e-
Raje-Oon. I feel very distraught at his sudden 
parti ng. Hajji Sufi  Ahmad Jan was a spiritual 
leader of a large number of people”.
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    Sufi  Sahib died before the Promised Messiah 
( as) had begun taking the oath of allegiance 
from the faithful. But Sufi  sahib, by writi ng to 
Promised Messiah prior to his embarking on 
journey for hajj, wrote to him in such a meek 
and humble way, which is tantamount to his 
joining the Ahmadiyya community whole-
heartedly. “His eldest son Hajji Ift ikhar Ahmad, 
following his father’s footsteps follows me very 
loyally”, commented the Promised Messiah 
(as).  In spite of his resigned style of life, he is 
always ready to serve the religion in any way 
he can. May Allah bless his mind and soul to 
tread solemnly on the way of the faith”.        
(Azala-e-Auham; Roohani Khaza-in; Vol: 3; 
Pages528-529

HADHRAT MAULVI ABDUL KARIM (ra)
                                                      
        Hadhrat Maulvi Abdulkarim Sahib was 
another pious soul who was steeped in the love 
of Islam and a loyal follower of the Promised 
Messiah (as). He was among the earliest of 
companions of the Promised Messiah. From 
very early age, he distanced himself from 
worldly pursuits. Aft er initi ati on he chose to 
spend his ti me in the proximity of his Spiritual 
Master, The Promised Messiah (as). He served 
Islam ti ll his last breath. The mutual respect 
and love between him and the Promised 
Messiah (as) can be gauged by the fact that the 
Promised Messiah (as) always used to have an 
audience with his companions in the mosque 
aft er Maghrib prayers. Aft er the demise of 
Maulvi Abdul Karim the Promised Messiah 
(as) stopped this routi ne of his, when asked 
about that, he replied that he was unable to 
bear the sight of Maulvi Abdul Karim’s vacant 
seat.

     As Maulvi Abdul Karim Sahib (ra) was 
introduced to the Promised Messiah by Maulvi 
Nooruddin Sahib (ra), the Promised Messiah 
(as) gave Hadhrat Maulvi Abdul Karim’s hand 
in Maulvi Sahib’s and then held both of their 
hands in his own and had Maulvi Abdul Karim 
(ra) repeat the words of Bai’at aft er him.

    Aft er the Bai’at, for a brief period of 
ti me, he was rather inclined to follow Sir 
Syed’s materialisti c approach in matt ers like 
revelati ons and miracles, but soon the close 
associati on with the Promised Messiah washed 

away all the doubts and misconcepti ons, and 
consequently he totally immersed himself in 
the obedience and devoti on to The Promised 
Messiah so much so that Promised Messiah 
(sa) wrote, “he would believe me even if I 
told him the most improbable. He was in 
complete mental conformity with me. He took 
it as blasphemous to disagree with me on any 
matt er”. (Al-Badar: 12th January 1906)
   
  The Promised Messiah (as) added, “he 
spent his whole life in blissful innocence 
untainted by worldly temptati ons. He even 
declined an off er of a job with handsome 
monthly remunerati on of Rs. 200.  He lived 
his life like the legendry “As-Haab-e-Suff a” 
in close proximity of the Promised Messiah. 
(Malfoozat; vol: 4)
  
  He was not only a great scholar but also an 
excellent orator, a great writer and a born 
stentorian with tremendous fl uency and 
simplicity of language with a powerful eff ecti ve 
voice. He had the good fortune of reading out 
the Promised Messiah’s celebrated lecture, “ 
Islami Asool Ki philosophy”, to the audience on 
the occasion of “Jalsa-e-Mazahib” at Lahore in 
1896. The Promised Messiah (as) was foretold 
that his essay would come on top of all the 
lectures.  Till his death, he used to lead all 
the prayers and would even deliver Jumma 
sermons as well. He died, at the age of 47, 
the promised Messiah (as) composed a poem, 
extolling his virtues and had it engraved on the 
headstone of his grave. The poem translates 
as:
  “I am lost for words to express his virtues. He 
defended Islam all his life. He was a champion 
of Islam. God Himself named him as the 
“Leader of Muslims”.  He was a Gnosti c and 
an encyclopaedia of religion. Many a great 
people are born in this world, but very few 
would match his calibre. The death of such a 
close friend is really a great loss but one has to 
acquiesce to His Divine decree.” 
(Albadr; Vol: 1, No: 28,1905; From  “Silsila 
Ahmadiyya”)
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 Apart from the pagan cults that profess 
associati on with the devil, all traditi onal 
religions, in one form or another claim 
their origin from some Supreme Being. 
These religions assert their autonomy and 
independence from each other to the extent 
of extreme antagonism, yet, they all proff er 
the Ulti mate Wisdom, Guidance and Salvati on 
for the whole of the world for all ti mes. The 
religions claim, that guidance and wisdom 
infuse into their faiths from the Supreme 
Being or their Creator, which they respect 
and revere as their sacred scripture. This 
extreme antagonism has caused intense 
hatred, unjusti fi able bloodshed and many a 
violent, vicious and protracted war between 
contending peoples. 

 The scriptures available today can be grouped 
under fi ve headings: 

 Hindu scriptures, i.e.,Vedas, Ramayana and 
Bhagwat Gita. The history of their origin is 
quite obscure. They are in Sanskrit, which is 
essenti ally a dead language. Although they 
appeared much earlier, their writt en records 
may be about 2500 years old. These books are 
third person narrati ves in the epic style and 
do not claim to be the Divine Words of God. 
This does not mean that these are devoid of 
all good or truth but on the contrary there are 
lots of good words and teachings in them. In 
the Gita, the great Prophet Krishna, peace be 
upon him, asked his good disciple Arjuna a 
rhetorical questi on as to what would he do, 
if next to the old village pond from which he 
used water for his daily needs, he found a new 

spring gushing out fresh clear and sweet water 
in abundance? 

 The books have been translated into other 
languages, but there is no mechanism for 
validati on and certi fi cati on of the text. These 
books provide general guidance about good 
and bad; but off er no viable soluti on for the 
ills of the societi es of the present ti mes. These 
books are essenti ally novelty reading. 

 Buddhist scriptures, i.e., Tripiti ka and others 
came on the scene nearly two thousand 
four hundred years ago. These books are 
narrati on of the life and sayings of Prophet 
Buddha, peace be upon him. They are in Pali 
language which is a mutati on of Sanskrit. 
These books have also been translated into 
other languages. Again there is no mechanism 
for validati on and certi fi cati on. These books 
also provide a general guidance about good 
and bad but off er no viable soluti ons for the 
present day man. 

 Jewish and Christi an scriptures i.e. the Torah, 
the Old Testament and the New Testament 
are discussed in detail later. 

 Islamic scriptures, i.e., The Holy Quran  and 
the Hadith. These are also discussed in detail 
latt er. 

 There are a few other books that are also 
given the reverenti al status by the devotees, 
such as: 

 (a) Guru Grunth Sahib: The scripture of the 

Words of God 

and Religions
Dr. Ijaz-ul-Haque
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Sikh religion. It is a record of the teachings 
and traditi ons of the founder of the Sikh 
religion i.e. Hazrat Guru Baba Nanak Sahib. 
This was collected and compiled by his fi ft h 
successor, Guru Arjan Dave. It is also a third 
person narrati ve and is in Punjabi language. It 
is recited in the Sikh worship, but does neither 
claim to be the word of God nor to be free of 
corrupti ons. It does not have any world-wide 
programs. It has been translated into other 
languages, but has the status of only novelty 
reading. 

 (b) Al-Aqdas: is a Bahai scripture. It is 
unique in the sense that it is sti ll incomplete, 
confi denti al and waiti ng to be revealed, and 
it has been thus for more than the past one 
hundred years. The Bahai religion professes 
some world wide program, but has nothing 
much to show for it since its origin. 

 (c) The Book of Mormons: about one hundred 
and seventy years ago a Christi an by the name 
Joseph Smith claimed to have discovered some 
golden plates that had Christi an teachings 
inscribed upon them, but in an American 
Indian language. Joseph Smith translated the 
plates into English but the original golden 
plates have inexplicably disappeared. 

 All these scriptures form the basis of the 
teachings of their respecti ve religions. 
The Jewish, the Christi ans, and the Islamic 
scriptures i.e. Torah, Bible, and the Quran 
have been translated very extensively and in 
numerous languages. These are very readily 
available and are easy and popular reading. 

 The followers of Judaism, Christi anity and 
Islam, in their earnest and extreme reverence 
for their parti cular scriptures believe them to 
be the only and the original, uncorrupted word 
of God regardless of whether any corroborati ve 
evidence is available or not. Their traditi onal 
dialects are full of complimentary expressions 
such as The Gospel Truth or the Word of God 
etc. 

 It is paradoxical that all these scriptures 
should be labelled the true words of the same 
One Most Loving Being, yet should breed 
such intense hatred and contempt for fellow 
humans who do not accept the parti cular 
Book. The situati on has evoked such a 
reacti on that the very utt erance of the word 
“Religion” breeds skepti cism and contempt. 

It has produced such derogatory expressions 
as fundamentalism, Orthodoxical behaviour, 
Bible Bashers, Mullaism and many others. 

 It is interesti ng that none of the followers 
even dare to investi gate the authenti city and 
the validity of these Books and the att ributes 
they have lavished upon them. The Holy Quran 
which is the latest of the revealed scriptures, 
is the only Book that itself claims to be the 
original, uncorrupted Word of God. It throws 
down an open challenge to all the religions 
and their followers to prove the validity of 
their books and the att ributes they bestow 
upon them. To test this, the Holy Quran has 
laid down seven cardinal rules which are: 

 It should be writt en and preserved in its 
original form since its revelati on. 

 The Book should itself claim to be the Word 
of God revealed directly to man. 

 It should be in a living language and easily 
understood by its addressees. 

 It should be a fi rst person address and not a 
third person narrati on. 

 It should not contain any contradicti ons or 
ambiguiti es related to its own text or the 
universe around. 

 It should confi rm the past and prophesy about 
the future. 

 It should have a built in mechanism for the 
preservati on of the purity of its text. 

 With the excepti on of the Bible and the Holy 
Quran, very litt le is known about the manner of 
origin and the history of most of these sacred 
Books. The earliest writt en records of these 
scriptures came on the scene nearly 3000 
years ago. In the Holy Quran, God the Almighty 
indicates that He gave Prophets Abraham and 
Moses, peace be upon them, Sohof and Kitaab 
or writt en commandments. Their existence 
is also affi  rmed by third person narrati ons in 
the Old Testament and the Torah. This would 
date their original revelati ons almost 4000 
years ago, but there is no historical evidence 
to prove that. 

 (d) Torah: The Jewish scripture forms the fi rst 



  July - Sep 2013       ISMA‘IL           37

fi ve books of the Old Testament. The Book itself 
does not make any claim to being the Divine 
Word. It is essenti ally a third person narrati on. 
It is in Hebrew, a language with very limited 
usage. Its earliest writt en manuscripts may be 
about 2500 years old but their authenti city 
and freedom from corrupti on cannot be 
verifi ed let alone certi fi ed. 

 The Old Testament: That is the Torah plus the 
remaining thirty-four books of the Testament 
up to the Book of Malachi, consti tute the 
Christi an scriptures. In the ti mes of Jesus 
Christ, peace be upon him, these scriptures 
were essenti ally in Hebrew but as the usage of 
the language was dying out they were already 
being translated into Aramaic and Greek. 

 One of the translati ons was called the 
Septuagint, because seventy scholars 
contributed to the work. Since then, many 
diff erent versions of the book have appeared 
under the patt ern of radically diff erent 
religious orders. Some examples are versions, 
the Vulgate, Douay, Lutheran, King James and 
many others. 

 The Bible has been translated from existi ng 
translati ons into many other languages and 
translati ons are presented to the readers 
without any original text. As a matt er of fact 
there are no originals of the Old Testament, 
only old editi ons. The text diff ers considerably 
from editi on to editi on. 

 Like the Torah, the Old Testament also scores 
very low on the above outlined seven criteria. 
It does not claim to be the Divine Word; it is 
a third person narrati on and has innumerable 
contradicti ons and ambiguiti es in it. There are 
no originals and for one reason or other the 
text of every new editi on diff ers to a greater 
or lesser extent. For this one reason alone the 
Old Testament fails the test to be graded as 
the Word of God because only God Almighty 
has the right to change His Word no matt er 
how small the change. 

 The New Testament: It contains the four 
Gospels that are evidently a narrati on about 
the life and ti mes of Jesus Christ. Then there 
are lett ers and accounts by the disciples of 
acti viti es of the Christi ans of the period. 

 Like the Torah and the Old Testament, the 
New Testament also scores very low on the 
above criteria. There is not a single verse that 

claims for the Gospels to be the Divine Word. 
The various Gospels contradict each other in 
many places. The words of the same One God 
should not vary no matt er how oft en they are 
repeated. There is a considerable controversy 
about the actual authors. It is debatable 
whether the disciples Matt hew, Mark, Luke 
and John were the actual authors or whether 
the Books writt en by other devotees and 
dedicated to the names of the famous 
disciples. 

 The Council of Nicea played a very signifi cant 
role in the development of the present day 
New Testament and the Christi an creed. When 
in 308 A.D. the Roman Emperor Constanti ne 
accepted Christi anity, he found that in his 
realms alone there were more than seven 
hundred diff erent manuscripts all claiming to 
be the only true Gospel by Matt hew. 

 The Emperor also realised that all these books 
presented a very diff erent portrait of Jesus 
Christ and his teachings, peace be upon him. 
The followers of these individual manuscripts 
were so devoted to their parti cular books, that 
already contenti ons, riots and disturbances 
due to rivalry were happening between 
the diff erent Christi an groups in the Roman 
Empire. 

 This was rather disconcerning for the Emperor 
so in 325 A.D. he appointed a Council of Nicea 
consisti ng of fi ft y scholars. He collected all 
the manuscripts that were scatt ered in his 
Empire, and handed them to the council 
and commissioned them to formulate an 
offi  cial New Testament that presented a very 
consistent portrait of Jesus Christ and his 
teachings, peace be upon him. The copies of 
this New Testament were placed in various 
centers of his Empire. 

 The utt er foul act that the Emperor and 
his Council did was to destroy all the old 
manuscripts that were given to them. They 
wanted to eliminate for good all the possible 
bones of contenti on from amongst the people, 
thus, att empti ng to secure peace within the 
Empire. Some manuscripts of the Gospels 
existed in other countries but the Council of 
Nicea and the subsequent Roman hierarchy 
branded these as Apocrypha or unacceptable. 

 Even in the present ti mes each new editi on 
of the New or the Old Testament diff ers 
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from the previous editi ons and because 
there are no originals the text only convey 
the interpretati ons of the translators and 
biased with their own beliefs, senti ments and 
emoti ons. 

 The Holy Quran: It is the latest of the 
revealed scriptures and forms the bases of the 
Islamic religious philosophies and practi ces. 
Following are some of the facts about the 
origin, the accuracy and how the Holy Quran 
fares on the criteria it has laid out for the 
assessment of the scriptures. 

 The Holy Quran was revealed fourteen 
hundred years ago. As has been indicated 
earlier, it is a fi rst person address in the style 
of a very asserti ve autobiography from God 
Almighty to man. The text has thirty parts and 
one hundred and fourteen chapters.  

 The enti re text is comprised of revelati ons that 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad (saw), peace 
and blessings of God be upon him, received 
over a period of twenty-three years. The 
revelati ons started on the very day the Holy 
Prophet was commissioned to his offi  ce as a 
Messenger for all peoples of the world, and 
conti nued unti l almost his last day on earth. 

 The revelati ons were the actual words of 
God Almighty conveyed to the Holy Prophet, 
peace be upon him, by the Archangel Gabriel. 
The Archangel would appear to the Holy 
Prophet in person, repeat the words of God 
to him a few ti mes, unti l he memorized them. 
The appearance of the angel was generally 
preceded by some sort of manifestati on that 
diff ered on diff erent occasions. There was no 
fi xed ti me for the revelati ons, but generally it 
was very early in the morning so that the Holy 
Prophet repeated the words of the revelati ons 
with his companions in the fi rst daily morning 
prayers. The companions also memorized the 
words. 

 At the fi rst opportunity the exact words of the 
text were dictated to a scribe. The revelati ons 
conti nued for twenty-three years and during 
this period fi ft een of the Prophet’s most 
respected companions acted as scribes. The 
writt en revelati ons were kept in the custody of 
one of the wives of the Holy Prophet (Hazrat 
Hafsa, God be pleased with her). She too had 
memorized the enti re text by heart. 

 God Almighty has made a very unique promise 
in the Holy Quran. He says: “We took it upon 
Ourselves to reveal this scripture and We have 
made it Our responsibility to preserve the 
purity and piety of its text”. God Almighty has 
fulfi lled this promise in so many ways: 

 (1) Throughout twenty-three years, the period 
of revelati on of the Holy Quran, the Archangel 
Gabriel appeared to the Holy Prophet very 
frequently, parti cularly during the months of 
Ramazan and revised with him so far revealed 
in the very original sequenti al order. Similarly, 
his companions also memorized, recited and 
listened to the recitati ons regularly. 

 (2) The most important instrument for the 
preservati on of purity of the text of the Holy 
Quran was the Arabs’ faculty to memorize 
things. The following is a true story that 
happened in the early years of Islam in Medina: 

 A desert tribe requested the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him, for some teachers. The Holy 
Prophet (saw), peace be upon him, deputed 
seventy Huff az to accompany the delegati on. 
Huff az are scholars who memorize the text 
of the Holy Quran by heart. En-route to their 
desti nati on the group was laid down and all 
of them were murdered. This brought the art 
of memorizati on into a bett er focus so that at 
the ti me of the demise of the Holy Prophet, 
God bless him, there were more than seventy 
thousand Huff az in the very young Muslim 
world. 

 This art is practi ced with the same devoti on 
and zeal even unti l this day, and there are 
innumerable Hafi z Muslim men, women 
and children in various countries of the 
world. The emphasis is upon the accuracy of 
memorizati on and recitati on. It is considered 
a sin to corrupt the original words of the text 
or to mispronounce them in any way. 

 (3) Within twelve years of the demise of the 
Holy Prophet, peace and blessings of God be 
upon him, certi fi ed writt en copies of the enti re 
text were sent to Egypt and other countries. 
The certi fi ed original copy of the text belonging 
to Hazrat Usman, the third successor to the 
Holy Prophet, God be pleased with him, who 
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was also one of the original scribes of the text, 
is sti ll preserved in a Turkish museum. 

 (4) It is traditi onal that the original text of 
the Holy Quran is presented alongside any 
translati ons or commentaries. Although there 
are seventy-three diff erent sects of Muslims, 
they all follow the same original text without 
any diff erence or variati on whatsoever. 

 Islam and Ahmadiyyat present a very unique 
philosophy. According to the Holy Quran, 
Almighty God is the Designer, the Creator 
and the Sustainer of all and everything in this 
universe. Again according to the Holy Quran, 
there is a defi nite purpose behind the enti re 
creati on, and who is bett er to advise and 
guide the human race on how to achieve 
this purpose and benefi t from the creati on 
than the Designer, Creator and the Sustainer 
Himself? 

 So according to Islam, God Almighty created 
man, nurtured him, and when he was ready, 
put in him the seeds of wisdom. He further 
nurtured him, (in the words of the Holy 
Quran) with water from the sky as food and 
as guidance. The Holy Quran acknowledges 
Divine communicati on and revelati ons upon 
Adam, Noah, and all prophets of God Almighty 
including Krishna, Buddha, Moses, Jesus, 
Muhammad and Prophet Ahmad, peace and 
blessings of God be upon them all. 

 Islam defi nes religion as a code of living 
prescribed by God for man to live on this earth. 
Man is the product of a progressive guided 
evoluti on. He has evolved physically, socially 
as well as spiritually. He has achieved all this 
through receiving guidance from His Designer, 
Creator and Sustainer. This Divine guidance is 
the religion, it has evolved according to the 
needs of man during the diff erent phases of 
his evoluti on required. It has, so to speak, kept 
man on track during his evoluti on. 

 According to the Islamic traditi ons, the 
human race has gone through many phases 
of some sort of civilizati on before this current 
phase. The Holy Quran indicates that Adam 
was not the fi rst human on this earth but 
was the fi rst vicegerent or the fi rst Prophet or 
Messenger for the human race (his family) for 

the current phase of homosapien civilisati on. 
His teachings consti tuted the fi rst revelati on 
for the human race. He received the teachings 
from God through revelati on or the Word of 
God. 

 This initi al, or the fi rst religion, was very 
simple. Man needed to interact with others of 
his species. Guided by his God, he developed 
the ability to relate to the phenomenon of 
cause and eff ect and use it to his advantage. 

 Initi ally, it was a very simple equati on resulti ng 
in a very simple and primiti ve society with 
simple rules and regulati ons. This consti tuted 
the religion or the way to peace and harmony 
or Islam in its infancy. People were asked to 
live together in harmony, help each other, and 
benefi t from each other and acknowledge the 
blessings of their Creator. As the populati on 
of this society increased there was a greater 
human interacti on. This resulted in much 
greater and unprecedented demands upon 
the social code. So the fi rst religion or code of 
living or the infanti le Islam became inadequate 
to provide the required guidance. 

 It is evident from the Islamic traditi ons and 
also from the Old Testament that the religion 
preached by Adam became obsolete in about 
eight hundred years. It appears that whenever 
a teaching became inadequate, society 
started injecti ng into it its own amendments 
and soluti ons. These amendments became 
corrupti ons because they were injected by 
individuals to solve their individual problems 
and did not regard the interests of society as a 
whole. The interests of society at large could 
be served only by the guidance of the religion 
provided by the Creator of the society through 
His Prophets. 

 This seems to be a recurring patt ern that has 
appeared ti me and ti me again over thousands 
of years of history. When Adam’s religion 
became corrupted and obsolete, it was 
replaced by a new set of teachings through 
Noah. Noah’s religion was not radically 
diff erent from the previous religion, only it had 
been cleansed of all man-made corrupti ons 
and it had been adjusted to suit the need of 
social, intellectual and spiritual evoluti on of 
man. 
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 In the course of ti me, the teachings of Noah 
also became corrupted and redundant and 
were replaced by the teachings of Abraham. 
These teachings again were not very diff erent 
from the previous religion. They had all the 
essenti al features of the original religion but 
were a litt le more elaborate and detailed. The 
Holy Quran calls Abraham a Muslim or the 
follower of the code of peace. 

 All through this period the populati on of the 
society increased enormously. This initi ated 
migrati on in all and every directi on. So God 
Almighty provided Divine guidance for the 
migrants wherever they went and therefore 
a large number of religions. According to 
Islamic traditi ons, unti l now God Almighty 
has appointed more than 120,000 prophets 
in various parts of the world. In the words of 
Almighty God, the Holy Quran records: There 
is not a peoples on this earth for whom a 
Warner has not been appointed. 

 One of the most evident and consistent human 
failings is that man resents change. It is very 
diffi  cult for a man to accept new directi ves 
and equally diffi  cult for him to discard what 
he earlier accepted. Adam had to go through 
a lot before his people accepted his teachings. 
Once they adopted the teachings, new vistas 
for progress opened up for them, and they 
started heading in new directi ons. Ulti mately, 
they outgrew the bounds of those teachings 
just as a child outgrows his shirts, pants and 
shoes during his normal growth. 

 It can also be compared to the progress of a 
school boy. He cannot be started straight away 
on books of medicine and technology. He has 
to start from the beginning and learn alphabets 
and numbers, and then he has to understand 
the basic and advanced knowledge about the 
subject of his career. 

 If he conti nues only on those primary grade 
books and syllabus indefi nitely his progress 
comes to a dead end. He looks around in 
diff erent directi ons and picks up whatever 
comes his way. He may not be very fortunate 
in his choice of pickings and head in directi ons 
that may prove disastrous, unless he is once 
again channeled on to a new syllabus in a 
higher class by a competent authority and a 
new teacher. He has some diffi  culty in adopti ng 

the new syllabus but once he accepts it, he 
gets a new look and understanding of life and 
living, and new opportuniti es and successes 
come his way. 

 This very aptly sti mulates religious evoluti on. 
There were the pre-school religions followed 
by the Junior-school religions, which were 
followed by the High-school religions and then 
University religions and graduati on. 

 Another very consistent feature of religious 
evoluti on is that when at any point in ti me 
the religious society becomes corrupted due 
to extraneous interjecti ons by man, Almighty 
God appoints a new Teacher with a revised set 
of teachings. Society resents this change and 
opposes the teacher tooth and nail. They even 
strive to kill him, but God Almighty supports 
His teacher and his teachings and asserts his 
authority to implement the changes, both 
by logical as well as emoti onal persuasion 
unti l ulti mately society accepts the changes. 
Throughout the enti re history of this present 
phase of civilizati on, there has not been even 
a single instance where the designs of God 
Almighty and His prophets have ever been 
frustrated in any way whatsoever. 

 This scenario has been repeated again and 
again in diff erent corners and parts of the 
world. According to the Islamic traditi ons, 
whenever a people outgrow their religion and 
corrupt it with their own interpretati ons and 
innovati ons, God Almighty appoints for them 
a new teacher who with guidance from his 
God and in His name, cleanses the previous 
code of living and presents it to the people. 
Initi ally, the people resent it and oppose it 
most vehemently, but ulti mately the designs 
of God Almighty prevail. The Holy Quran 
declares, that there is not a single peoples on 
this earth for whose guidance God Almighty 
has not deputed a warner, and never have any 
of His warner ever failed. 

 Interesti ngly, the circle of address of each 
of the new religion is always wider than its 
predecessor. Adam’s religion was for his 
family. They had become a nati on by the 
ti me of Noah’s religion gained acceptance. 
By the ti me of Abraham, the human race had 
multi plied enormously. Some remained in the 
Middle East, but some migrated in diff erent 
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directi ons, and wherever they went, they had 
their own Prophets and religions to guide 
them. 

 It so happens that the Holy Quran provides 
adequate knowledge and records of Abraham 
and his people. The Bible also confi rms the 
Islamic view. The progeny of Abraham has 
been referred to as the Children of Israel and 
Jesus specifi cally stated that he was for the 
lost sheep of the House of Israel and very 
strongly stopped his followers from preaching 
to other nati ons. Similarly, Prophets Rama 
and Krishna addressed the people of India, 
and Prophet Buddha extended his teachings 
to Northern and Eastern parts of Asia. On the 
other end, the Holy Quran describes Prophet 
Muhammad, peace be upon him, as God 
Almighty’s Benevolence personifi ed for the 
enti re universe. 

 Very litt le is known about the other children 
of Adam who migrated beyond the horizon. 
It is only in the past few hundred years that 
we have acquired some knowledge of the 
extreme Eastern and extreme Western centers 
of human progression and evoluti on. We 
fi nd that in these centers too the patt erns of 
religious evoluti on were very similar to those 
in the Middle East. These religions also started 
from small groups, possibly migrants from the 
Middle East, and developed as the groups 
of migrants grew into societi es. Ulti mately, 
depending upon how we count them, there 
developed four or fi ve major religions spaced 
geographically and also chronologically in 
various parts of the world. 

 Essenti ally, with the excepti on of the Holy 
Quran, which is the latest of the revealed 
scriptures, all other books have been interfered 
with to a greater or a lesser extent. Religious 
teachings have always been addressed to 
masses. Initi ally these were just words, sayings 
and songs that were transmitt ed by word 
of mouth from gathering to gathering and 
people to people. Writi ng and reading were 
not the conventi onal and popular means of 
communicati on. These developed much later 
and were primarily intended as records for the 
benefi t of posterity. That is why all scriptures 
before the revelati on of the Holy Quran are 
third person accounts or narrati ons. 

 Again, with the excepti on of the Holy 
Quran, all other scriptures including the New 
Testament were writt en down a long ti me 
aft er the demise of the parti cular prophets 
or teachers. This delay in the recording of the 
word of mouth att racted many exaggerati ons 
either due to lapse of memory or senti mental 
feelings. Hinduism and Buddhism are more 
than three thousand years old. Similarly, 
Buddhist Chinese scriptures appeared 
about two thousand years ago, and there is 
nothing that can be described as the original 
manuscripts. 

 For a fi nal summary, it can be said with 
absolute certainty that the Holy Quran is the 
only scripture that is that true uncorrupted 
Word of God Almighty. It has all the guidance 
that mankind needs for his present state of 
evoluti on and it is as prescribed by his Creator. 
All other books are third person narrati ves. 
They were good and useful for their ti me. They 
have a lot of general truth and good in them 
but also a lot of corrupti ons. The religions 
advocated by these books have programs that 
have become redundant. Their followers try 
to cover the inadequacies by devising band-
aid moral, social and economic soluti ons due 
to pressure from society, but whatever eff orts 
they make provide only limited, symptomati c 
patch-ups but no far reaching universal 
soluti ons. They try to mend one tear and 
produce even wider splits elsewhere. 

 In whatever directi on man looks, all he 
fi nds is deceit, degradati on, demoralizati on, 
disillusionment, destructi on and spiritual 
death. Even when he looks towards His 
Creator, he looks at Him with reservati ons 
and instead of surrendering his ego, he starts 
dictati ng terms and conditi ons. 

 May God Almighty help him to wake up and 
choose the right path and submit himself to 
the will and designs of his Creator. Ameen. 
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     ‘Cleanliness is part of faith’ – one of those 
hadiths that we were taught from a very 
young age and that has a very signifi cant 
importance in Islam. This arti cle will go into 
much detail regarding the Islamic point of 
view on cleanliness including physical as well 
as spiritual cleanliness, taking into account 
other sayings and deeds of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad (saw).

Perhaps, the most important part of purity is 
the hygiene of our own body. One acti on that 
makes Islam stand out from other religions 
in terms of cleanliness is the obligatory act 
of Wudhu (abluti on) which needs to be done 
before every prayer. Since this is done 5 ti mes 
a day, it ensures that parts of the body that get 
dirty during every day are cleaned and stay 
pure throughout the day. This act is not only 
done for praying but is also compulsory for 
touching and reading the Qur’an, or during 
the pilgrimage. It is also recommended to 
perform this abluti on before sleep. This is 
a very basic way to clean one’s body, yet it 
is only performed by Muslims. ‘The key to 
Paradise is Salah, and the key to Salah is 
cleanliness’. This hadith further emphasizes 
the importance of Wudhu. The fact that 
the Wudhu involves rinsing the mouth and 
nose and includes washing each part thrice, 
makes Muslims who follow the religion 
properly, the cleanest people in the world.

Islam also made the toilet eti quett es clear 
to Muslims. In many countries the Muslim 
Shower is a standard in most bathrooms 

and toilets ensuring that their private parts 
are kept clean by using water. Ibne Abbas 
reported ‘once the Prophet (saw) passed by 
two graves and said “Their occupants are 
being punished, but not for major sins. One 
of them did not avoid being contaminated by 
urine.”’ While the majority in the West are 
using toilet papers, Muslims are encouraged 
to use Water, which has now scienti fi cally 
been proven as a more hygienic method of 
cleaning aft er eliminati ng body wastes. 

The moustache should be kept short to avoid 
any contaminati on of food that could occur 
if it touches the hair. The Prophet instructed 
his followers at that ti me to keep their 
moustaches trimmed so they do not pass 
their lips and therefore don’t get in contact 
with the tongue or food or drinks.

The Prophet Muhammad (saw) once said, 
“The fi trah is fi ve things: circumcision, 
trimming the moustache, cutti  ng the nails, 
plucking the armpit hairs and shaving the 
pubic hairs.” This shows that the removal 
or trimming of hair has been greatly 
emphasised by the Prophet (saw). It should 
also be ensured that pubic hair is shaved 
every 40 or fewer days. It is scienti fi cally 
proven that bacteria can build up on hair 
at those places and body odours are also 
increased if hair is not trimmed or shaved. 
Following the Islamic practi ce makes sure 
that Muslims stay away from these harms.

Abu Hurayrah narrated the Prophet (saw) 
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said “If I had not found it diffi  cult for my 
followers, I would have ordered them to 
clean their teeth with Miswak for every 
prayer” and another hadith says “the prayer 
for which the teeth have been cleaned by 
Miswak is seventy ti mes superior to the 
prayer for which Miswak has not been 
used.” These two hadith quite clearly show 
the Islamic emphasis on cleaning one’s teeth 
regularly and should preferably be done 
before prayers as well as before and aft er 
sleep. Today’s equivalent to Miswak would 
be brushing your teeth.

Circumcision is another practi ce in Muslims 
for increased physical cleanliness of our 
bodies. Since it is necessary to be fully clean 
before praying, it would not be acceptable 
if urine was sti ll left  on the body. Diseases 
can also build up under the foreskin and 
through the circumcision this is removed. 
Even though there is no fi xed age for this 
practi ce, most perform this on their children 
within a few days aft er birth. Therefore it is 
oft en seen as an introducti on to the Islamic 
faith and a sign of belonging.

In additi on to bodily cleanliness, the Prophet 
(saw) has also put great emphasis on the 
environmental aspects of cleanliness such 
as the cleanliness of roads and streets. The 
Prophet (saw) said “removing any harm from 
the road is charity (that will be rewarded 
by Allah)”, which could potenti ally be an 
obstructi on for visually impaired or disabled 
people. While most people would see this 
sort of acti ons as morals, Islam makes them 
indispensable fundamentals of faith.

Other than that there is the cleanliness of food 
which is also clearly explained to Muslims. 
The only meat that should be consumed for 
Muslims is Halal meat for various reasons. 
The main one being that it is cleaner than 
non-Halal meat. During a Halal slaughtering 
all the blood of the animal gets eliminated 
from the body and with that any potenti al 
diseases as well. Also, while non-Halal meat 
occasionally has some blood in it when sold, 
Halal meat usually is completely free from it 
making it cleaner and also healthier. While 
this is sti ll a controversial subject, most 
sources today say that Halal meat is indeed 

a healthier and more hygienic meat than 
meat slaughtered in any other way. Further 
regarding food, Islam puts great emphasis 
on washing your hands before as well as 
aft er eati ng. This is one of the acti ons of 
the Prophet (saw), that he always washed 
his hands before eati ng and encouraged 
others to wash them aft erwards as well. This 
removes any potenti al bacteria from getti  ng 
into the food and therefore into the body 
making the food safer to eat.  

Other than the physical cleanliness, Islam 
encourages the spiritual cleanliness with a 
wide number of rituals. One should avoid 
carnal desires such as the love of fame or love 
of wealth as well as hypocrisy, polytheism, 
and ill manners. The ulti mate goal of the 
religion is the cleanliness of the inner self and 
freeing ourselves from the above list is a way 
of doing so. Refraining from love of wealth 
can be done by following the 5 pillars of 
Islam, of which one is to give Zakah (charity). 
Staying away from polytheism can also be 
achieved through the fi rst pillar of Islam, 
the Kalima where every Muslim already 
bears witness that there is none worthy of 
worship except Allah.  Just following the 
basic principles of Islam leads to certain 
extend of spiritual purifi cati on, including 
fasti ng which also encourages Muslims to 
spend more ti me reading the Quran, praying 
and not focussing too much on eati ng and 
drinking.

In conclusion, there are a lot of practi ces 
and rituals in Islam regarding the spiritual as 
well as physical cleanliness. While most of 
the physical cleanliness rituals, ranging from 
removal of hair, regular abluti on, ensuring 
the environment is left  clean, and others, 
are also practi ced by non-Muslims, the 
Islamic religion however highly encourages 
it or even makes it obligatory to all Muslims.
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Great Sign of the Plague

God Almighty demonstrated many heav-
enly signs in support of the Promised Mes-
siah (as). One of the signs He manifested 
in support of the Promised Messiah (as) 
was the sudden appearance of plague in the 
province of Punjab. On February 6th, 1898 
Hadhrat Ahmad (as) saw in a vision: 
“Angels of God are planting black trees in 
different places of Punjab. These plants are 
very ugly, black, frightening and stunted. I 
asked the person planting these trees, what 
kind of trees are these? He replied that these 
were plague trees, which would spread in 
the country very shortly.” (Ayyam al-Sulh, 
page 121) 

It is noteworthy that this virulent disease was 
unheard of in the history of Punjab. His op-
ponents ridiculed him. Next winter, in ful-
fi llment of this revelation, bubonic plague 
broke out in various cities of Punjab. The 
havoc created by this scourge was surely 
a stern reminder of the day of Judgement. 
With an average of thirty to forty thousand 
people dying every week, thousands of vil-
lages, towns, and cities were deserted over-
night. The prophecy had a positive impact 

on right-minded people and a lot of them 
joined the Community. 
The Promised Messiah (as) announced that 
all his true followers will be saved and will 
not die of this deadly disease. Indeed God 
Almighty saved his Messenger, his family 
and all of his faithful followers as foretold 
in the following prophecy: 
“I will protect all those who are within the 
periphery of your house”.(Kashtee Nooh, 
page 4, October 5th, 1902) 

Revealed Sermon

On April 11th, 1900 the Promised Messiah 
(as) delivered a sermon in Arabic in Aqsa 
mosque on the day of Eid al-Azha. This was 
the fi rst time that Hudhoor (as) delivered a 
sermon in Arabic language without prior 
preparation or notes. Hadhrat Maulvi Ab-
dul Karim (ra) translated the sermon for the 
congregation. The entire text of the sermon 
is recorded in the book Khutba Ilhamiya. 

Minaret of the Messiah
A tradition of the Holy Prophet of Islam 
(saw) states that the Promised Messiah 
(as) will descend by the white minaret to 
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the East of Damascus. In order to have this 
prophecy fulfi lled literally as well as spir-
itually, Hadhrat Ahmad (as) proposed the 
construction of a minaret in the courtyard 
of the Aqsa Mosque in Qadian. 
Members sent in donations enthusiastically 
for this project. Hudhoor (as) laid the foun-
dation stone in 1903. Unfortunately the 
construction work stopped due to insuffi -
cient funds. Eventually the work resumed 
in 1914 during the Caliphate of Hadhrat 
Musleh Mauood (ra) and completed in De-
cember 1916. 

Naming of the community
For the population census of 1901, the 
Promised Messiah (as), proposed the name 
Musalman Firqah Ahmadiyya (Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Sect) for his Community. Since 
then our Community is called Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Jamaat, its members Ahmadi Mus-
lims.

Sahibzada Abdul Lateef
Hadhrat Sahibzada Syed Abdul Lateef (ra) 
was a very revered person from the prov-
ince of Khost, Afghanistan. He had thou-
sands of followers. He was so respected by 
the ruler of Afghanistan that King Habibul-
lah Khan, Ameer of Kabul, invited him 
at his coronation to perform the crowning 
ceremony. He had read some of the books 
of Promised Messiah (as) that made a deep 
impression on him. 
He visited Qadian in 1902 to have an audi-
ence with Hadhrat Ahmad (as). He accept-
ed Ahmadiyyat in his fi rst meeting with the 
Promised Messiah (as). He immensely en-
joyed the company of the Promised Mes-
siah (as) so much so that he decided to stay 
in Qadian a little longer. During his stay he 
received revelations repeatedly forewarn-
ing him to be prepared to sacrifi ce himself 
for Ahmadiyyat. 

Eventually, he went back to Afghanistan 
with Hudoor’s consent. When the Ameer 
of Kabul found out that Sahibzada Sahib 
had converted to Ahmadiyyat, he was ar-
rested and imprisoned for four months. 
Many leading citizens of Kabul and the 
Ameer himself tried to persuade Hadhrat 
Sahibzada to renounce Ahmadiyyat. “How 
can I relinquish the truth?”. was his reply. 
The religious divines had him declared a 
heretic, and the Ameer ordered to have him 
stoned to death. 
On July 14th, 1903 when he was about to 
be stoned, he was told once again to recant 
so he could be spared from death. “My life 
and my family means nothing to me, as op-
posed to my faith that I cannot relinquish to 
save my neck”, the martyr replied. He was 
buried up to his waist in the ground and 
stoned. The stoning continued on until his 
soul departed from his body to Allah. 
Inna lillahe wa inna ilahey rajeoon
We are from Allah; indeed to Him we re-
turn 
On his martyrdom, the Promised Messiah 
(as) expressed his grief in the following 
words: 
O’ Abdul Lateef, may you be blessed thou-
sands of times as you proved your sincer-
ity in my lifetime... This was a most merci-
less killing that has no match in this age. 
What folly has this Amir committed that he 
has ruined himself by his merciless killing 
of such an innocent person. O land of Af-
ghanistan, bear witness that a grave offence 
has been committed in thee. O, unfortunate 
land thou has fallen in the estimation of 
God in that this great tragedy was enacted 
in thee. (Tazkara as-Shahadatayn, page 72) 
As foretold by Hadhrat Ahmad, peace be 
on him, in the above prophecy, the entire 
family of Ameer Habibullah Khan was 
wiped out because of this barbaric crime. 
The Ameer himself and his brother Nasrul-
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lah Khan were both assassinated, later on 
his family was forced to go into exile. The 
day after the stoning, a severe epidemic of 
cholera broke out in Kabul that killed thou-
sands of citizens including close relatives 
of the Amir. The country has been in tur-
moil ever since Hadhrat Sahibzada sahib 
was martyred.

Three World War Prophecies
In 1904, the Promised Messiah (as) re-
ceived a revelation in Urdu: “An Eastern 
power and the delicate situation of Korea”. 
The same year Russo-Japanese war start-
ed in which Russia suffered defeat. By the 
Treat of Portsmouth 1905 Japan gained full 
authority over Korea. The prophecy was 
fulfi lled with grandeur. 
On April 15th, 1904 the Promised Messiah 
(as) announced that it has been revealed to 
him that the world would soon be overtak-
en by a terrible calamity. He indicated that 
the Czar of Russia would be affl icted with 
great misery. In 1905 Czar was the most 
powerful monarch on earth with staggering 
wealth. The prophecy was fulfi lled when 
the First World War broke out and the Czar 
wiped out alongwith his family by the Bol-
shevik revolution in 1918. 
On January 15th, 1906 the Promised Mes-
siah (AS) received a revelation (Persian): 
“The palace of the Emperor of Iran has 
been shaken. At the time the King of Iran 
Muzaffar al-Din Shah was secure in his 
kingdom. He died on January 8th, 1907 
and was succeeded by his son Muhammad 
Ali Shah. Soon the political unrest started 
in the country. There were clashes between 
the royal guards and the people. The Shah 
dissolved the parliament. The civil war 
broke out on a large scale. The King ab-
dicated the throne on July 15th 1909. The 
prophecy of Hadhrat Ahmad (as) was thus 
clearly fulfi lled. 

Founding of Madrassa
In 1905, two distinguished scholars of 
our Community passed away, i.e. Hadhrat 
Maulvi Abdul Karim Siyalkoti (ra), and 
Hadhrat Maulvi Burhan al-Din Jehlumi 
(ra). After pondering over the matter, the 
Promised Messiah (as) decided that it was 
vital to produce a new generation of Islam-
ic scholars in order to replace the old ones. 
In consultation with members of the Com-
munity, it was decided to start a theology 
department within Taleem al-Islam High 
School. Thus was laid the foundation of 
Madrassa Ahmadiyya. 

Earthquake of Kangra
The same year the Promised Messiah (as) 
received the following revelation (Arabic). 
“I have been shown that the country might 
be ruined by Divine chastisement. Neither 
permanent residences, nor temporary ones 
will afford security, both will be affl icted”. 
(Tadhkira, page 302)
On the early morning of April 4th 1905, 
there was an earthquake at Kangra, a town 
located 14 km from the military cantonment 
of Dharmsala in the Punjab. In a matter of 
seconds it demolished many houses and 
caused large-scale devastation in Kanagra 
itself as well as in the neighboring towns of 
Dalhousie and Bakloh. 
It was an earthshaking event, causing lot of 
death and destruction. About 20,000 peo-
ple lost their lives. Exactly as foretold by 
the prophecy many temporary residences 
like military barracks, hotels, and holidays-
resorts as well as permanent residences like 
temples, houses, hospitals were reduced to 
rubble. It is noteworthy that the earthquake 
killed not a single Ahmadi family living in 
the affected towns. 
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Background: This poem was inspired by and written subsequent to the Friday Sermon 
delivered by Hazur-e-Anwaraba on 10th August 2012 within which Huzur-e-AnwarABA 

spoke about different issues including how to attain nearness to Allah Almighty, the du-
ties of offi ce-holders and the execution of spiritual and worldly matters in conjunction 
with one another. The title of this poem ‘Taqwa: Fear of Allah’ is the common root within 
all of the issues Huzuraba spoke about. I have explored some of the issues in this poem. 

By Aisha Satwat Ahmad, Islamabad, UK
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