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Death on the Cross 

This is a short presentation based on references from Bible 

These references shed light on the circumstances 
surrounding the event of crucifixion 

The arguments are taken directly from Bible to indicate that 
Jesus ( may peace be upon him) did not die on the cross 



I - Jonah's Sign 



I - Jonah's Sign 

And when the people were gathered 
thick together, he began to say, This is 
an evil generation: they seek a sign; and 
there shall no sign be given it, but the 

sign of Jonas the prophet. For as Jonas 
was a sign unto the Ninevites , so shall 

also the Son of man be to this 
generation  

Luke 11: 29, 30 

It is nothing but going alive into the belly of 

the fish and the heart of the earth (tomb) and 

coming out alive  

Now what 

is the 

resemblance 

between the 

two signs of 

Jonah and 

Jesus? 



I - Jonah's Sign 

·Jesus promised to show only one sign to the generation 

of his time 

 
But he answered and said unto them, An 
evil and adulterous generation seeketh  
after a sign; and there shall no sign be 
given to it, but the sign of the prophet 
Jonas: For as Jonas was three days and 

three nights in the whale's belly; so shall 
the Son of man be three days and three 

nights in the heart of the earth   

Matthew 12: 39, 40 

Jesus's reference to the sign of Jonah simply 

means that he would not die on the cross 



I - Jonah's Sign 

Jonah prayed to God for deliverance while in the belly of 

the fish. The Lord heard his prayer and Jonah came out 

alive  

Jonah 1:17 

Now the LORD had 
prepared a great fish to 
swallow up Jonah. And 

Jonah was in the belly of 
the fish three days and 

three nights   



I - Jonah's Sign 

Both Jonah and Jesus cried by reason of their respective afflictions and prayed 

to their Lord for deliverance. The prayers of both were heard  

Then Jonah prayed unto the 
LORD his God out of the fish's 

belly, And said, I cried by 
reason of mine affliction unto 

the LORD, and he heard me; out 
of the belly of hell cried I, and 

thou heardest  my voice 

Jonah 2; 1-2 



I - Jonah's Sign 

Two Questions 

If Jesus did not enter the heart of the earth (sepulchre) alive, and come 
out alive, where is the resemblance of the two signs?  

Jesus promised to show only one sign to the generation of his time, but 
even if that sign was not proven to be true, is there anything to prove his 

truthfulness?  



I - Jonah's Sign 

Jesus's reference to the sign of Jonah simply means that he would not die 
on the cross  



II - Pilate's Wife Sees a Dream 



II - Pilate's Wife Sees a Dream 
The lady's dream was true and opportune. It implies that Christ was 

to be saved from a cursed death on the Cross 

Matthew 27:19 

God wanted to protect Jesus against his enemies, hence the dream 

of the Roman governor's wife which influenced his judgement 

When he was set down on the 
judgment seat, his wife sent unto 
him, saying, Have thou nothing to 
do with that just man: for I have 
suffered many things this day in a 

dream because of him 



III - The Roman Governor's 

Sympathetic Attitude 



III - The Roman Governor's Sympathetic 

Attitude 

·From the reference given above, it is evident that the Governor regards 

Jesus as  innocent of all the charges brought against him by the Jews 

Luke 23:14 

Said unto them, Ye have brought 
this man unto me, as one that 
perverteth  the people: and, 

behold, I, having examined him 
before you, have found no fault in 

this man touching those things 
whereof ye accuse him 



III - The Roman Governor's Sympathetic 

Attitude 

Pilate tried his utmost to release Jesus but when the Jews threatened to 

report him to Caesar he yielded and handed Jesus over to them 

John 19:12 

And from thenceforth Pilate 
sought to release him: but the 
Jews cried out, saying, If thou 

let this man go, thou art not 
Caesar's friend: whosoever 

maketh  himself a king speaketh  
against Caesar.  



III - The Roman Governor's Sympathetic 

Attitude 

John 18:38-40 

Pilate saith  unto him, What is truth? And when 
he had said this, he went out again unto the 

Jews, and saith  unto them, I find in him no fault 
at all. But ye have a custom, that I should 

release unto you one at the passover: will ye 
therefore that I release unto you the King of 

the Jews? Then cried they all again, saying, Not 
this man, but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a 

robber  

·However, secretly Pilate took measures 

to see that Jesus would be saved 

 



IV - Pilate's Scheme to Save Christ 



IV - Pilate's Scheme to Save Christ 
·Pilate, the Governor, 

convinced of the innocence 

of Jesus Christ, wished to 

save Jesus's life  

John 19: 39 

And there came also 
Nicodemus, which at the first 
came to Jesus by night, and 
brought a mixture of myrrh 
and aloes, about an hundred 

pound weight  

He was helped by Joseph of Arimathaea, an honourable councillor and disciple 

of Jesus Christ who had already had a sepulchre hewn out in a rock garden nearby. 

A learned Jew named Nicodemus  also appeared to be involved in the plan 

As a responsible official of the 

Roman Empire he could not 

openly help Jesus, but 

masterminded a scheme to save 

Jesus from death on the cross 



IV - Pilate's Scheme to Save Christ 

It was clever 
of Pilate to 

choose Friday 
afternoon as 
the time for 

Jesus's 
crucifixion 

 So that Jesus 
could not 
remain on 
the cross 

after sunset, 
as the 

following day 
being Sabbath  

Pilate 
selected 

Joseph and 
Nicodemus 
as the most 

trusted 
friends to 

help with his 
plans 

After a short 
period on the 
cross Jesus 
was handed 

over to 
Joseph, bones 
not broken 

Nicodemus 
brought a 
mixture of 
myrrh and 

aloes to help 
Jesus regain 
conscious-

ness 

 

Jesus was 
shown to 

have died in 
official 

records to 
pacify the 

Jews and the 
Imperial 

government 
in Rome  


