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Comments of Hadrat
Khalifatul Masih Iv™

about a previous edition of this book

During the visit of Hadrat Khalifatul Masih V™ to Canada, on June 26,
1997, Muhtaram Maulana Naseem Mahdi, then Amir Jama’at Canada,
sent the first copy of the 3rd edition of this book, ‘Basics of Religious
Education’, to Huzur™ with a forwarding letter containing the following
comments and request for prayers:

Two editions of Sheikh Abdul Hadi’'s book, ‘Basics of Religious
Education’, have been sold out. By the grace of Almighty Allah, this
book has been very popular and it is in high demand in the USA and
many other countries. On this Jalsa (1997), the 3 edition of this
book has been printed in 5000 copies, and its first copy is submitted
to Huzur™ with request for prayers. Also, its collection of educational
material is very benefitial for the children and the new converts.

On reviewing the book, Huzur™ very kindly said:

Thatis right. Do publish it.
This book should also be translated into other languages.

A few days later, on July 1, 1997, during our family visit with Hadrat
Khalifatul Masih IV™. | (the Compiler) had the privilege to present to
Huzur™ a copy of the 3" edition of this book, when Huzur™ said these
kind words:

Sheikh Sahib! Your book is very good.
It is much needed and also in great demand.




Vi

Comments of Muhtaram Chaudhary Hameed Ullah
- Wakil A'la, Tahrik Jadid Anjuman Ahmadiyya

In February 1998, Muhtaram Chaudhary Hameed Ullah sahib, Wakil
A’la, Tahrik Jadid Anjuman Ahmadiyya, Rabwah, Pakistan, in response
to a letter from Muhtaram Maulana Naseem Mahdi, then Amir Jama’at
Canada, wrote the following:

... Sometimes ago, | received ... one copy of “Basics of Religious Education”
from you ... Your Jama at deserves commendations and congratulations
on these publications. Sheikh Abdul Hadi Sahib has done quite useful
work. May Allah reward him for this contribution.

Comments of Muhtaram Maulana Dost Muhammad
Shahid - Historian of Ahmadiyyat

In March 1998, Muhtaram Maulana Naseem Mahdi, then Amir Jama’at
Canada, sent a copy of this book (3 edition) to Muhtaram Maulana
Dost Muhammad Shahid - the renowned Historian of Jama at
Ahmadiyya, for placement in the Khilafat Library, Rabwah, Pakistan.
Muhtaram Maulana Sahib very kindly responded:

... Please accept my congratulations on this valuable and excellent
addition to Jama at literature. As regards to the book compiled by Sheikh
Abdul Hadi sahib, even our respected Imam (Hadrat Khalifatul Masih
IV™ has expressed his pleasure. Zaalika fadlullahi yo’teehi manyyashaa
(This is the grace of Allah; He bestows upon whom He pleases) ...




Foreword

Recently, during the interviews of the applicants for admission to Jamia Ahmadiyya Canada,
it was amazing to see that a number of applicants from Canada and the USA, especially the
new converts, expressed their heart-felt admiration of the book, ‘Basics of Religious
Education’, compiled by Sheikh Abdul Hadi. In fact, since 1993 when its first edition was
published, this book has been instrumental in serving both as a resource handbook and a
training manual in imparting the fundamentals of Islam and other religious knowledge to
Jama“at members of all age groups worldwide.

The outstanding qualities of this book are its simplicity, brevity and clarity, presented in a
user-friendly layout through professional formatting and selective use of colours. Inthe 5"
edition, the Compiler has not only made useful additions with respect to Khilafat Ahmadiyya
—Centenary Jubilee Year, but has also enhanced the quality of its content based on the response
received from its readers.

In conclusion, as we celebrate 100 years of Khilafat Ahmadiyya, let us pray that may Allah
make this book a source of spiritual training for Jama at members to win the pleasure of
Allah! May Allah, out of His sheer mercy and grace, accept this work and reward the Compiler
and all his helpers with the best of rewards. Aameen!

Lal Khan Malik
Amir Jama at Ahmadiyya Canada
May 27, 2008

Vil
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Transliteration Note

The transliteration in this book tries to approximate the Arabic pronunciation. More details
are presented on page 41. Some of the general rules followed in the rest of the book are:

All long vowel sounds are denoted by two vowels — aa, ee, 00.

hamza <  isrepresented by —’

“ain ¢ isrepresented by — " or—*

daal o andduad o=  arerepresented by —d

taa o andtu’aa L are represented by —t

dhaal 4 andzaa ) andzu’aa L are shown by —z
Similarly, thaa & seen (o~ andsaad o=  arerepresented by —s

It is expected that a person eager to discriminate between the above sounds will have learnt,
or be in the process of learning Arabic reading. The differences are minute and a balance
has to be struck between ease of reading for young children unfamiliar with Arabic and
complete faithfulness to the Arabic pronunciation.

However, some common words like Hadith, Tahir, Rahman, "Uthman, etc., which have
accepted spelling, have not been transliterated according to the strict vowel length rules
applied.

Salutatory Abbreviations

sa sAllalahu "alaih wa aalihee wa sallam — peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him and his progeny — whenever the Holy Prophet
Muhammad is mentioned.

as “alaihis-salaam — peace be upon him — used for other prophets of Allah.

ra radiy-Allahu “anhu — may Allah be pleased with him — used with the names of
companions of the Holy Prophet*® or the Promised Messiah®.

rh rahimahu-Llahu “alaihi — may Allah have mercy on him — used for other holy
personages.

aa  ayyadahu-Allahu-Ta aalaa bi-nasri-hil-'Azeez — may Allah strengthen him with
His Mighty help - used with the title of the present Khalifatul Masih.



A Note from the Compiler

By the grace of Almighty Allah, the 5" (revised) edition of this book; ‘Basics of Religious
Education’ has been published on the eve of the 32" Jalsa Salana Canada, 2008 — the Centenary
Khilafat Jubliee Year. Its first edition was published in 1993 and since then, about 20, 000
copies of the book have been printed and are being utilized by Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama’ats
world-wide; the book is still in great demand. We have received important comments (see
page 362) which clearly testify its great utility for young and old alike. It has become an
essential resource handbook book for learning and teaching the Holy Qur’an, Ahadith, prayers,
and general religious knowledge. Even our new members of Jamaat are finding it to be very
useful and convenient to learn the fundamentals of Islam and general religious knowledge.

Based on the valuable feedback received from the book’s readers, the 5 edition is a revised
and enhanced version, containing educative material regarding Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya and
its historic transition from the 4" Khilafat to the 5" Khilafat.

I am very thankful to respected Lal Khan Malik, Amir Jama -at Ahmadiyya Canada, and to
respected Maulana Naseem Mahdi, Naib Amir-I and Missionary Incharge, for their full support
and valuable guidance in improving this book. Also, | am grateful to Mr. Falahuddin Odeh,
Mr. Abdul Rahman of Mauritius, and Rana Manzur Ahmad Sahib for their valuable advice. In
addition, I would like to express my gratitude to all the writers and contributors to the previous
editions. | am especially grateful to Mr. Muhsin Shahid who worked day and night in
re-designing and formatting the entire book. | am also appreciative of Mr. Ather Naweed
Ahmad, National Secretary Ishaat, who coordinated the printing and publishing work. Lastly,
I am thankful to my family for their full support in every way possible. May Allah bless and
accept our efforts, as all efforts would be in vain without His acceptance. Aameen!

Sheikh Abdul Hadi

National Secretary Ta*limul Qur’an
and Waqf-e ‘Ardi

May 27, 2008
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PART 1

Basic Principles of Islam
and its Distinctive Features

1: Introduction to Islam

2: Set of Beliefs

3: Acts of Worship

4: Code of Conduct and Purpose of Life
5: Distinctive Features of Islam

6: Ahmadiyyat — the Revival of Islam

By: Sheikh Abdul Hadi



Basics or ReLigious EpvucaTioN - Firra EpitioN

IsLaAM — INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM

1.1

-

To facilitate their study, Islamic
teachings may be grouped into
these four main parts:

'\l Set of Beliefs — Six Articles of

Eeman (Faith): This part deals with the
details of Eeman (Faith), which is the foun-
dation of Islam.

'\l Acts of Worship — Five Pillars of

Islam: It describes the details of Hugoog-
uLlah, i.e., our duties towards Allah, which
are called the pillars of Islam.

'\l Rules of Conduct — Social and

Moral Values: These explain the details of
Huqooqul-"ibaad, i.e., our duties towards our
fellow humans — which improve inter-per-
sonal relationships.

'\l Purpose of Life—Achieving Near-

ness to Allah: This part describes the ulti-
mate goal of our life as appointed by Allah,
our Creator. To achieve this goal, we must
win the pleasure of Allah by closely follow-
ing the instructions grouped under the first
three parts.

N




1.1 IsLaAM — INTRODUCTION TO ISLAM 3

Introduction to Islam

Muslims. We believe, like all other Muslims, in the Holy Prophet
adrat Muhammad*, who founded the great religion of Islam under
guidance from Allah.

A:_I< praise belongs to Allah, Who enabled us to become Ahmadi  \\/ho we are

We are, however, fortunate to have accepted the Promised Messiah and
Mahdi, the Reformer of the present age, as instructed by the Holy Prophet
Hadrat Muhammad®. He had foretold the appearance of this grand Reformer
(named Messiah and Mahdi) for the revival of Islam in the latter days.

In 1889, Hadrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad® of Qadian, the Promised Messiah®,
under Divine guidance, founded the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama'at. Itsmain
objective is to re-establish the original purity and beauty of Islam. The experi-
ence of being members of the Jamaat has brought about a wholesome change
in our characters and strengthened our faith in Islam.

Before we discuss the religion of Islam and the mission of the Promised
Messiah®, let us try to understand what is meant by ‘religion’ and why
there are different religions in the world.

Besides the religion of Islam, many other religions exist in the world such What is
as Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism and others. Most of them
have existed for a very long time. In fact, as we learn from history, the
world has never been without religions. All the well-established religions
of the world have the following features in common:

religion?

¢ They were founded by the Messengers of Allah and their teachings
were based on the revelations from Allah.

¢ They define a purpose of human life: to achieve nearness to Allah
and to understand one’s duty towards one’s fellow-beings.

+ Toattain this purpose, they present a set of beliefs, acts of worship
and rules of conduct governing social and moral behaviour.

We may conclude, therefore, that: Religion is a divine system of beliefs,
acts of worship, and rules of conduct that enable human beings to achieve
nearness to Allah and lead a peaceful life.

Basics or Renigious EpvcaTioN - Firrao EpirtioN



4 IsLaM — INTRODUCTION TO ISLaAM 1.1

Why

teachings of

various
religions
differ?

Need of a
Universal
Religion

If all the religions are from the same God, then why do their teachings dif-
fer so much from one another? There can be two sources of differences
between various religions:

a. After Noah’s time, it seems likely that people dispersed to different
parts of the world, which were far apart. The means of communication
were so poor that a prophet in one part could not communicate his
message to the rest. Also, the development of the human mind varied
from one area to the other. The All-Wise God, therefore, sent a Prophet
to each nation with a teaching best suited to the needs of that nation.

b. As time passed, the teachings of various religions could not remain
in their original form. In some cases, the followers of these religions
themselves introduced changes in their originally revealed books.

As time passed, the human race began to advance. More and more coun-
tries began to be inhabited and means of communication between them be-
ganto improve. Through mutual contact, people of different countries began
to appreciate the need for a universal religion. Also, as noted above, the
adulteration of original teachings caused the need for fresh guidance from
God Almighty, who is the Original Source.

God Almighty responded to the need of a universal religion by sending His
final and perfect message to mankind through the Holy Prophet, Hadrat
Muhammad®. Thus, the final great religion, named Islam, was founded as a
Universal religion, about six hundred years after Jesus Christ®.

(Adapted from 'Introduction to the Commentary of the Holy Qur'an by Hadrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood
Ahmad,Khalifatul Masih 117?)

What is
Islam?

Islam is an Arabic word which means: Obedience and Peace. Islam thus
means complete submission to the will of God and to be at peace with all
the creatures of God. In other words, the fundamental purpose of Islamis to
bring back mankind to its Creator and to improve the quality of human
relationships. It follows, therefore, that:

Islam is the only religion whose very name tells its believers what to do
and how to do it.

Islam provides a complete code of life. Its teachings explain in detail
how to coordinate beneficiently all the human faculties and the bounties
provided by Allah, our Creator. The main sources of Islamic teachings
are the Holy Qur’an and the Traditions (Ahadith) of the Holy Prophet of
Islam®=.

Basics or ReLigious EpvucaTioN - Firra EpitioN



1.2 IsLAM — SET OF BELIEFS 5

Set of Beliefs

tance of all the beliefs, which constitute the Islamic Faith. These Eeman (Faith)
are defined in one of the Traditions (Ahadith) of the Holy Prophet of
Islam, Hadrat Muhammad®, as follows:

Faith or Eeman is the foundation of Islam. Eeman means our accep- Six Articles of

2R el w Q2 - n
L8 - - wCel- -~ < - ': :‘ - N
sy 4S5 uSale 5 all b o gn O GL3Y)

a3 5 o588 3Tl o' 5 521054015

“The requirements of Eeman (Faith) are that you should
believe in Allah and in His Angels and in His Books and in
His Prophets and in the Last Day and that you should be-
lieve in Allah’s determination of good or of evil (Decree of
Allah)”. (Muslim)

The Six Articles of Islamic Faith mentioned in the above tradition are as
follows:

1 - Belief in Allah (One God)

2 - Belief in the Angels of Allah

3 - Belief in the Books of Allah

4 - Belief in the Prophets of Allah
5 - Belief in the Last Day

6 - Belief in the Decree of Allah

The Holy Qur’an (2:4) mentions the righteous people who believe in al-
Ghaib, i.e., the unseen. Besides other meanings, the Arabic word al-Ghaib
refers to the above Articles of Faith which are all unseen. No doubt, a re-
vealed Book is visible as a book, but the fact that it is a revealed Book of
Allahis unseen. Similarly, a prophet of Allah is visible as a human being, but
the fact that he has a mission from God remains unseen.

Basics or Renigious EpvcaTioN - Firrao EpirtioN



6 IsLaAM — SET OF BELIEFS 1.2

The first five Articles of Faith are specifically mentioned together in dif-
ferent chapters of the Holy Qur’an (2:178, 4:137), while the sixth article is
mentioned separately in other chapters (25:3, 65:4). Let us now briefly
discuss these Articles of Faith one by one:

Belief in Allah
(One God)

Belief in God, the Creator and the Master of the Universe, is common to
all religions. But the Islamic name “Allah’, in Arabic, applies only to One
God and to no one else. Islam advocates belief in the absolute Unity of
God in its entire purity as its very foundation. Oneness of God means that
He is the God of all people on the earth: past, present and future.

Islam stresses the need to have firm belief in various attributes of Allah, the
Creator and the Controller of the Universe. He is the Lord of all the worlds.
He is the Gracious, the Merciful. He is the Master of the Day of Judgment.
The Holy Qur’an refers to over one hundred names of Allah, signifying His
various attributes. (Also, see Part 2).

Belief in
Angels of
Allah

Angels are a form of spiritual beings created by Allah to perform various
assigned duties. There are numerous angels. They are bound to obey the
commands of Allah. Unlike human beings, they have not been given the
choice to do either right or wrong.

In the Holy Qur’an, angels are frequently referred to as malak and rasool
which, in Arabic language, means power and messenger, respectively.
These literal meanings indicate the nature of various duties of the angels.

Angels do not possess any fixed material form. They cannot be seen with
our physical eyes due to our limited faculties. But when they appear to
human beings (e.g., in a spiritual vision), they appear in such forms which
are imaginable by us. For instance, the Archangel Jibra’eel (Gabriel) is
known to have appeared to the Prophet Muhammad® in the form of an ordi-
nary human being. The same Archangel, however, seemed to have appeared
to Jesus Christ® in the form of a dove.

The names of some important angels of Allah are as follows:
Jibra’eel (Gabriel) Mika’eel (Michael)
Israfeel (Raphael) Izra’eel (Israel)

Some of their assigned tasks are given below:
¢ The Archangel Jibra’eel controls the communication of divine
revelations to the Prophets. It was he who used to bring the
Qur’anic revelation to the Holy Prophet Muhammad=.
¢ The Chief Angel Mika’eel controls the provision and maintenance
of life.

Basics or ReLigious EpvucaTioN - Firra EpitioN



1.2 IsLaAM — SET OoF BELIEFS 7

¢ The Chief Angel Izra’eel controls the phenomenon of death.

There are other angels who:
¢ keep record of people’s deeds
¢ control the maintenance of the universe
¢ control the operation  of the laws of nature
¢ glorify Allah with His praise.

In short, according to Islam, the operation and maintenance of the whole
Universe, including our world, is maintained and controlled by Allah through
His angels.

The Message of guidance from Allah conveyed to mankind, through His Belief in the

prophets, from time to time, is called the ‘Books of Allah’.

of Allah’ given to other Prophets. The Qur’an makes reference to five re-
vealed Books including the Qur’an itself.

These are as follows:

1) Suhuf (Scrolls): given to prophet Abraham® (87:20)

2) Taurat (Torah): given to prophet Moses® (3:4,5:45)
3) Zaboor (Psalms): given to prophet David® (4:164)

4) Injeel (Gospel): given to prophet Jesus Christ® (5:47)
5) Qur’an: givento prophet Muhammad® (6:20)

There is, however, a note of caution: All revealed Books except the Holy
Qur’an were partly changed by their followers and are not preserved in
their original form.

As such, the belief of the Muslims in the ‘Books of Allah’ refers solely to
the “original guidance’ received by their prophets, and not to the present-
day version of these Books.

The text of the Holy Qur’an, however has always remained unchanged
and preserved in its original form. Islam claims that the teachings of the
Qur’an are complete, perfect and eternal.

These teachings are fully capable of guiding mankind in all ages.
(Also, see Part 3)

Basics or ReLigious EpucaTioN -

Books of
Not only do the Muslims believe in the Holy Qur’an but also in the ‘Books A ||ah

Firra EpirioN



8 IsLaAM — SET OF BELIEFS 1.2

Belief in the

Prophets of A prophet is a person chosen by Allah for the reformation and guidance of
Allah mankind. The Holy Qur’an uses two Arabic words for a prophet: Rasool
and Nabi.

The term Rasool means a ‘messenger’ and the term Nabi means one who
gives news of events unknown to people. According to the Holy Qur’an,
all prophets are messengers and all messengers are prophets.

Islam makes it compulsory for every Muslim to believe not just in the
truth of the Prophet Muhammad®?, but also to believe in the truth of all the
other prophets in the world that came before him.

This concept needs further explanation. Let us take the example of Jesus
Christ®. We must believe in the truth of Jesus Christ* as a prophet
(human being), as described by the Qur’an. But in no case are we
supposed to believe in the Christian image of Jesus Christ* as God,
because that is not the truth according to Islam.

Belief in the

Last Day — Our lives have a limited time span in this world. Every one of us has to

The Day of die one day or the other. But on the last Day, we will all be raised again

Resurrection by Allah and will be given a new life, which would, in reality, be a com-
plete reflection of this life. The Promised Messiah® writes on the subject
as follows:

The Qur’an sets forth the principle that every human ac-
tion leaves its hidden impress upon its author and attracts
an appropriate divine reaction which preserves the evil or
the virtue of that action. Its impress is inscribed on the
heart and face and eyes and ears and hands and feet of its
performer. This is the hidden record which will become
manifest in the Hereafter.

(The Philosophy of the Teachings of Islam, p.92, UK edition, 1996)

Then, in the Hereafter, Allah will reward those of us who had been doing
good deeds as directed by Allah and the prophets. They will be wel-
comed into Heaven, or Paradise, where they will live forever in comfort
and peace. In addition, Allah will be very happy with them. These will
really be very fortunate people.

Others, who had been doing evil deeds, against the directions of Allah and
his prophets, will be punished in Hell. They will remain there until they

Basics or ReLigious EpvucaTioN - Firra EpitioN



1.2 IsLAM — SET OF BELIEFS 9

are purified, reformed and become fit for their eventual entry into Heaven.

The “Last Day’ is also called the ‘Day of Resurrection and Judgment’. After
belief in God, belief in the Last Day is most emphasized and described in
the Holy Qur’an. (e.g., Chapter 101:2-10).

This is so because belief in Allah is closely related to belief in the life after
death. These two beliefs, together, makes our lives effective and useful.

Belief in the

Belief in the ‘Decree of Allah’ (Tagdeer) means believing that both the Decree of
law of nature and the law of religion (Shari ah) have been devised by A ||ah —
Allah and He alone holds Supreme power over these laws which are Taqdeer
operating in the universe. The above definition may be explained more
clearly as follows:

Allah has laid down the principles for every material or
spiritual thing. According to these principles, certain ac-
tions lead to good results while certain other actions result
in evil consequences as a matter of course.

(From the ‘Forty Gems of Beauty’)

One should not forget that Allah alone holds Supreme power over these
laws. Therefore, in special circumstances, He may invoke His exceptional
laws to produce miracles for the sake of His prophets and saints. However,
these exceptional laws are never contrary to His known ways, His promises
or His attributes.

Last Day

Prophets

Basics or Renigious EpvcaTioN - Firrao EpirtioN



10 IsLaM — AcTs OoF WORSHIP 1.3

Acts of Worship

Five Pillars of Inthe preceding section, we discussed the six fundamentals of Eeman or

Islam the Islamic Faith. In the present section, we will study the five pillars of
‘Islam’ or the acts of worship. Eeman stands for Faith, whereas Islam
stands for Practice according to our Faith. Our Faith and Practice together
make our religion complete.

The five pillars of Islam are defined in the following tradition of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad=:
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Islam is based on five (pillars):

1 - Bearing witness that there is none worthy of worship
but Allah, and Muhammad ** is His Servant and His Mes-
senger (Declaration of Faith),

2- Observance of Salat (Daily Prayers),
3- Paying Zakat,
4- Pilgrimage to (the Ka'bah,) the House (of Allah) and

5- FastingduringRamadan  (Bukhari-Kitabul-Wahee)

Declaration The Kalimah or the Declaration of Faith is given below:
of Faith — T SO A
the Kalimah I J5auy dasa YT Y

There is none worthy of worship but Allah; Muhammad= is
the Messenger of Allah.
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In the preceding Tradition (Hadith), belief in Allah and His prophets is
included to express one’s faith and its verbal affirmation. Note that in this
Hadith, it has been given the first place, to make it the basis of one’s actions.
After Allah, it specifically mentions the name of Hadrat Muhammad* as
His Messenger. The Kalimah is followed by the four acts of worship given
below:

The first and foremost act of worship is Prayer or Salat which means glori- Ohservance
fication and praise. The purpose of Salat is to establish personal commun- of Salat —

ion with Allah, purify one’s innerself and seek His help in all difficulties. _

But to achieve this objective, we must try to make our Salat a perfect Daily Prayers
Salat.

According to the Holy Prophet®, a perfect Salat is the one during which the
worshipper’s attention to Allah reaches such a climax as if he/she is seeing
Allah or, at least, that Allah is seeing him/her.

Salat is in fact, the essence of spiritual life. The Holy Prophet® says in one
of his traditions that: Salat is the Mi raaj (apex of spiritual exaltation) of
the faithful.

For more on Salat, please see Part 5.

Payment of Zakat is the second act of worship in Islam. It is levied on Paying
surplus money, gold, and silver at the rate of two and a half percent annually. Zakat
Zakat means purification of property and increase of goods.

By payment of the Zakat tax, the rich in fact deduct a share for the poor
from their surplus wealth thus purifying it. The poor, on the other hand, are
provided with monetary assistance to help raise their living standard.

In short, Zakat plays a great role in regulating the national wealth and
protecting the society from social problems arising from the unequal
distribution of wealth.

The Hajj or Pilgrimage to Mecca is obligatory upon every such Muslim Pilgrimage to
adult (at least once in his/her lifetime) who can afford to undertake the the House of
journey and has safe access to Mecca (3:98). The time appointed for the .
Hajj is fixed ten weeks after Eid-ul-Fitr. Thus it starts on the eighth and Allah —Hajj
continues up to the twelfth of the lunar month of Dhul-Hijjah.

Basics or Renigious EpvcaTioN - Firrao EpirtioN
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The Holy Ka'bah

lhraam and
Talbiyyah

Tawaaf of the
Ka'bah and Sa'ee
between Safa and
Marwah

This pilgrimage to the holiest places is associated with the sacrifice per-
formed by the prophets Ibraheem® (Abraham) and his son
Isma eel®(Ishmael). With Hajj are also associated the holy traditions of
the early sufferings and sacrifices of the Holy Prophet Muhammad=. It
offers a golden opportunity to the Muslims of different countries and
diverse races to meet and discuss matters of mutual and national interest.

The Ka'bah, the focal point of Hajj, is the first place set up in the world
for the worship of Allah in prehistoric times (4:97). It was rebuilt by the
prophets Ibraheem® and Isma eel* some four thousand years ago. Mus-
lims all over the world face the Ka'bah when they offer their prayers.

The Various ceremonies of Hajj are summarized below:

The Hajj starts when the pilgrims reach certain designated places close to
Mecca. The pilgrims enter the state of Ihraam (for males only) by wear-
ing only two seamless white sheets, and recite Talbiyyah which consists
of saying the following aloud :

Here | am, O Allah, here | am; /S ",’f/] ; ’s w] ]i /S ",'/“,/]
Here | am, No partner have T R T
You,here | am;p «._S.g.:.‘ S .__STL}.CD Y “—g%::-‘
Indeed, all praise and bounty ~-7,7, = 74 _ A% _ _n_T( 2

are Yours, and Yours the .__S_LO_H S & 4.0:.9.“3 ..Lo.;.” Q!

Kingdom;
No partner have You. S g_gé:).d: Y

The pilgrims then perform the Tawaaf of the Ka bah by going around it
seven times, starting from the position of the Black Stone, in an anti-
clockwise direction. Next, they perform the Sa ee by running between the
hillocks of Safaa and Marwah located near the Ka bah, in memory of
Hadrat Hajirah™, who ran in search of water in this place.

From Mecca they move to Minaa, a plain four miles east of Mecca. Next
morning after Fajr prayer, they leave for "Arafaat.

Basics or ReLigious EpvucaTioN - Firra EpitioN
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They worship during their stay at “Arafaat from the afternoon of the 9th
Dhul Hijjah to the sunset. This is the place where the Holy Prophet®
delivered his Farewell Sermon. On their way back to Mecca they worship
at Muzdalifah, and then stay at Minaa on the 10th of Dhul-Hijjah.

The pilgrims stay at Mina on the tenth day of Dhul Hijjah, where at first
they perform the ceremony of Ramy-al-Hijaar, a symbolic act to strike
the devil by throwing small stones at three pillars.

Next, the pilgrims sacrifice their animals, then shave their own heads and
end the state of Ihraam by wearing normal dress. On this day, Muslims all
over the world celebrate Eid-ul-Ad-hiya. Before the 10th day of Dhul-
Hijjah ends, they perform Tawaaf and Saee for the second time at Mecca
and once again return to Minaa.

After passing one or two more days at Mina, the pilgrims return to Mecca
on the 12th or the 13th of Dhul Hijjah, and perform the farewell Tawaaf
of the Ka'bah, which marks the completion of Hajj.

Whereas the Hajj may be performed during the prescribed dates only,
"Umrah or Lesser Pilgrimage may be done at any time during the year. This
also involves the state of Ihraam, Tawaaf of Ka 'bah and Sa ee between the
hillocks of Safaa and Marwah.

Stay at the Plain
of "Arafaat

Stay at Minaa

Farewell Tawaaf at
Mecca and the
End of Hajj

‘Umrah

Fasting in the month of Ramadan is obligatory upon every adult Muslim.
Those who are sick, or travelling, are exempt from fasting in Ramadan. They
must, however, make up all the missed days of fasting at another time. Those
who are really unable (i.e. too old or too weak) to fast, are allowed to feed
a poor person for every day of fasting that they miss. (2:184-186)

In addition to the obligatory fasting of Ramadan, we may observe voluntary
fasting whenever we like. There are, however, six commonly observed
voluntary days of fasting in the beginning of the lunar month of Shawwaal
(month after Ramadan), as practised by the Holy Prophet
Muhammad-®.

Fasting
During
Ramadan

Voluntary Fasting
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Blessings of
Fasting

The Night of
Decree

I"tikaaf

Fasting is a source of many blessings. Some of these are summarized be-
low:

Keeps away from evil: By fasting, a Muslim abstains even from his essen-
tial and lawful requirements solely for the sake of Allah. Thus it becomes
easy for him to keep away from the unlawful acts and evil deeds which are
forbidden by Allah.

Promotes self -discipline and human sympathy: Fasting promotes self-
discipline and endurance. It also reinforces the bonds of human sympathy,
especially for the poor. During Ramadan, the Holy Prophet®® was very gen-
erous in giving charity to the poor.

Promotes spiritual elevation: Fasting promotes spiritual elevation and
love of Allah for His servants. According to the Holy Prophet?, Allah Him-
self becomes the reward for a believer who is fasting, by forgiving his sins
and accepting his prayers.

Improves physical health: Fasting brings a healthy change in our body
systems and promotes better health.

Allah becomes very generous to accept prayers and forgives those who
can find the Lailatul Qadr or the Night of Decree, which may be any one
of the last ten nights of Ramadan.

Retirement to a mosque, during the last ten (minimum of three) days and
nights of Ramadan, solely for the sake of worship and remembrance of
Allah, is called I'tikaaf.

Kalimah
Salat
Zakat
Pilgrimage
Fasting

The Five Pillars of Islam
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Code of Conduct and
Purpose of Life

In the preceding sections we have discussed our duties towards Allah. This
chapter deals with our duties towards our fellow human beings. All of these
rules of conduct are based on the following sources:

¢ The Holy Qur’an, which is the revealed word of God and contains
broad principles of guidance.

¢ The Sunnah, whichis the practical example of the Holy Prophet® to
demonstrate Qur’anic principles.

¢ The Hadith, which is the spoken word of the Holy Prophet® and
serves as a supporting witness for Sunnah.

A brief discussion of the broad principles of social and moral conduct:

Acts of worship without service to humanity are not acceptable to Allah.
The rights of human beings are as important as the rights of Allah. In specific
cases, even more emphasis has been laid on the service to humanity. The
Holy Prophet® says: “One who, does not show mercy (to people) will not
be shown mercy (by Allah)™.

This saying of the Holy Prophet® teaches us another important principle of
social conduct. We must try to follow the attributes of Allah in our daily
lives. As aresult of this, Allah’s attributes would become operative in our
favour. For instance, if we forgive our fellow human beings, Allah will
forgive us.

G, @

AW 2. P o
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Verily, you have in the Prophet of Allah an excellent
model...(33:22)

This verse of the Holy Qur’an tells us that Prophet Muhammad= was a perfect
model for the whole mankind. Therefore, It becomes, possible for us to
adopt good morals by following his noble examples.

Code of
Conduct

Love For Fellow
Human Beings

‘Follow the
Attributes of Allah’

‘For you there is a
noble example in
the Prophet of
Allah’
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16 IsLaAM — CobpE oF CoNDUCT AND PURPOSE OF LIFE 1.4

Some of the detailed commandments of social and moral conduct may be
found in Part 111 under ‘Selected Sayings of the Holy Prophet®’.

Purpose of Allah is the Creator and the Master of all of us. Therefore, He alone can
Life appointa purpose for us. The Holy Qur’an, which is the word of God, makes
reference to this objective as follows:

RECAR M S Uy

And | have not created the Jinn and the men but that they
may worship Me.  (51:57)

Thus, according to Islam, the purpose of man’s creation is the understanding
and worship of Allah with complete devotion to Him. We can achieve this
goal if —

¢ we are firm in the Six Articles of Eeman (Set of Beliefs),
¢ we comply with the Five Pillars of Islam (Acts of Worship), and
¢ we abide by the rules of social and moral behaviour.

Our Allah, the Gracious, has bestowed upon us all the necessary faculties to
fulfill these conditions of Islam. Thus we achieve nearness to Allah, and
lead a happy and peaceful life on earth.

In his book, The Philosophy of the Teachings of Islam, the Promised
Messiah® writes:

U«}L‘LJuﬁg&@lﬁJU/u&!KuUlf‘L/zlblﬂ:
Jd;ém.})&/wf%@iuﬁ(ﬁjg{w
LS

... Itis obvious, therefore, that the highest reach of man’s
faculties is to meet Allah, the Exalted. Thus the true
purpose of his life is that the window of his heart should
open towards Allah”

(The Philosophy of the Teachings of Islam, p.86)
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Distinctive Features of
Islam

(Adapted from Distinctive Features of Islam, by Hadrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad, Khalifatul
Masih IV ™)

Islam presents itself as a universal religion with the remarkable and unique  Islam — a
features mentioned in the Holy Qur’an as follows: Universal

Religion
¢ lIts God is the Lord, Who is “‘the Sustainer of all the worlds’, and
‘the Lord of mankind’. (1:2, 114:2)

¢ Its Message, the Holy Qur’an, is ‘a Message for all the worlds’.
(81:28)
¢ Its prophet is the “Messenger for the whole humanity’. (7:159)
All other religions had always presented their God, their Messenger and
their Message to be only applicable to their specific regions or tribes. It

is only the religion of Islam, which has claimed to be applicable to the
whole of mankind.

The Holy Qur’an says that all the prophets were true, because they were 1Slam

sent by the same God to different races and people: advocates
the Truth of
“n .: /: ¥ *Q} A a.”the
B gl YA &I 5z 8
0 1434 P OND Prophets and
their Books

And there is no people to whom a Warner has not been
sent. (35:25)

The Holy Qur’an reaffirms the original truth of other revealed Books and
the Muslims are admonished to believe in all other prophets in the same
manner as they believe in their own Prophet. This is not the case with
other religions, who believe in the truth of their own prophets only.
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Islam — An
Eternal
Religion

Islam claims to be an eternal religion. This unique claim is based on the
reason and logic that its Message is complete and perfect, and also
guaranteed to be preserved in its original form. Almighty God Himself
claims in the Holy Qur’an:

ﬂ}:// iﬂ/:iéﬂ}::éﬂ}/ éﬂ/nién:ni
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This day have | perfected your religion for you and
completed My favour upon you and have chosen for you
Islam as religion. (5:4)

Safeguarding The Almighty God, Who sent down the Qur’an, has Himself promised to

of the Qur’an

Preserving its Text

Preserving its
Essence

safeguard the verity of its contents:

A - ] N w /"/ - " PR
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Verily, We Ourself have sent down this Exhortation, and

most surely We will be its Guardian. (15:10)

In view of this Divine guarantee, the text of the Qur’an has not suffered
even the slightest change, whereas the other books have been altered greatly.
This fact has also been confirmed by a large number of non-Muslim scholars.

Almighty God foretold that He has provided another important measure of
safeguarding the real essence of the Qur’an.

He appointed Reformers (Mujaddideen) in the beginning of each century,
and sent the Promised Messiah® in the latter days, to safeguard the true
spirit of the Holy Qur’an.

Islam
Combines all
Truth in a
New
Perspective

Islam combines the best features of the earlier teachings with the everlasting
and comprehensive teachings of its own. The Almighty God says in the Holy
Qur’an:
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Therein are the everlasting teachings. (98:4)
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This indeed is (what is taught) in the former Scriptures;
The Scriptures of Abraham and Moses (87:19-20)

Islam emphasizes the Unity and Universality of God. It teachesthat Godis Greater

the ultimate cause of all creation. He is the All-Knowing and living God. Insig ht into

None of His attributes has been suspended and, therefore, He communicates :

with mankind as before. GOd_ S
Attributes

Islam holds that there is no contradiction between God’s words and His
actions, and provides far greater insight into the various attributes of God,
compared to the other religions. (Also, see Part 1)

Islam is distinct from other Faiths in providing a comprehensive code of Complete
social and moral behaviour. Code of

Also, to facilitate the observance of this code, the Almighty provideda Conduct and
perfect Model in the person of the Holy Prophet of Islam®. He passed a Perfect

through numerous stages of human experience, and set noble examples for
mankind. Model

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama’at was founded in 1889, by Hadrat Mirza Revival in the
Ghulam Ahmad®. He claimed, under Divine guidance, to be the Promised Latter Days
Reformer, whose advent was foretold by the Holy Prophet of Islam and

many other faiths. The fact that the Jama at stands for the revival of Islam is

another important distinction of Islam. Let us now study the important

mission of the Promised Messiah®.
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Ahmadiyyat —
the Revival of Islam

The Grand For all Ahmadi Muslims, i.e. the followers of the Promised Messiah®, itis
Mission of very important to understand his mission as foretold by the Holy Prophet of

. Islam® . This mission may be summarized as follows:
the Promised Y

Messiah? ¢ He would restore faith back to the earth even if it had ascended to

the Pleiades (Muslim), i.e. he would re-establish faith by means of
heavenly signs.

¢ Inhis capacity as hakam and adal (Bukhari) i.e., a divine arbitrator
and judge, he would decide what was right and what was wrong in the
beliefs and practices of people.

¢ Hewould demonstrate the truth of Islam to the nations of the world
by means of his personal examples, convincing arguments and
heavenly signs.

Accordingly, the Promised Messiah® himself described his mission:

I have been sent that | should prove that Islam alone is the
living religion. And | have been blessed with spiritual
powers that render helpless the followers of other faiths,
and also those from among us who are spiritually blind. 1
can demonstrate to every opponent that the Qur’an is a
miracle in its teachings, its enlightened knowledge, its deep
and delicate insight, and in its perfect eloquence. It excels
the miracles of Moses, and those of Jesus a hundred-fold.

(Translated from Urdu, Anjaam-i-Atham, Roohaani Khazaa’in vol. 11, pp. 345-346)

Fu I’]d am enta| (Adapted from an article by Hadrat Maulvi Sher Ali, published in The Review of
Religions of April 1991)

Points of

Distinction of  There is no doubt that Hadrat Ahmad, the Promised Messiah®, followed
Ahmadi and taught the same religion which the rest of the Muslims profess to
Muslims follow. One may, then, ask the following questions:

1. What is the difference between his followers and other Muslims?

2. Is the difference confined only to the fact that Ahmadi Muslims
accepted the Promised Messiah and Mahdi®, while others did not, or
does it go beyond that ?
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The answer to these questions is that mere acceptance of the Promised
Messiah®, by the Ahmadi Muslims, is by no means the principle factor,
which distinguishes them from other Muslims. They are in fact
distinguished because through Hadrat Ahmad®, they became spiritually
purified and they undertook the grand mission of the revival of Islam,
associated with the advent of the Promised Messiah, as foretold by the
Holy Prophet of Islam®. In view of the above, the fundamental points of
distinction between Ahmadis and non-Ahmadis may be summarized as
follows:

¢ Ahmadi Muslims are distinguished from the non-Ahmadis because ~ Spiritual
they submitted themselves to the holy influence of Hadrat Ahmad,  Transformation
Promised Messiah® and witnessed the heavenly signs which God
showed to re-establish faith. As a result of this, they are spiritually
transformed and their faith in God, the Holy Prophet*® and the Holy
Qur’an is strengthened.

¢ Theyare distinguished because they have responded to the call of  Devotionto the
Hadrat Ahmad® to serve Islam and are devoting all their energiesto  Cause of Islam
its propagation, in the same manner in which the companions of the
Holy Prophet of Islam had devoted themselves to the service of
Islam.

¢ They are distinguished because they accepted what Hadrat Ahmad®*  Reformation of
judged, in his capacity of the divine arbitrator and judge, of the errors ~ \Wrong Beliefs
that had found their way into the beliefs and practices of people
with the passage of time. But the non-Ahmadis refused to abandon
their wrong beliefs. This has created a divergence between beliefs
and practices of Ahmadis and non-Ahmadis.

An overview of the most important differences in the beliefs of Ahmadi  Overview of
and non-Ahmadi Muslims is given below: Differences

The non-Ahmadis believe that the Holy Prophet of Islam® was the last ~ Continuity of
prophet with whom God Almighty spoke and that since then this attribute  Divine Attributes
of God has been in abeyance. The Ahmadis regard such a belief to be

irreverent towards God and hold that no attribute of God can be suspended.

They believe that just as God used to have communication with His holy

servants in the past, so does He do even now and will continue to do so up

to the end of time.

Basics or Renigious EpvcaTioN - Firrao EpirtioN



22 IsLaAM — AHMADIYYAT-THE REVIVAL OoF IsLAM 1.6

Interpretation of
Khaatamun-
nabiyyeen (Seal of
the Prophets)

Beliefin all the
Prophets

Belief Regarding
Jesus Christes

Both the Ahmadis and the non-Ahmadis believe that the Holy Prophet of
Islam is Khaatamun-nabiyyeen, i.e. Seal of the Prophets, but they differ
as to the interpretation of this Qur’anic term. The verse is:

| A o~ _ -
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Muhammad 2is not the father of any of your men, but he is
the Messenger of Allah and the Seal of the Prophets (33:41)

According to the non-Ahmadis, all doors to prophethood are forever closed
and nobody can attain prophethood after the Holy Prophet, who, in their
view, was the last prophet in order of time.

The Ahmadis, however, regard this view as derogatory to the Holy Prophet
of Islams2, for it represents him as the one who put an end to the greatest gift
of God, viz., prophethood. According to the Ahmadi belief, all doors to the
prophethood are now closed, except the door of the Holy Prophet®. It is
through this door alone that prophethood (i.e. without a new law) is now
attainable.

The Holy Qur’an (4:70) describes the divine gift of prophethood as still
attainable by the followers of the Holy Prophet®. He is thus the Seal of
Prophets, i.e., he is not only a great prophet but also a prophet-maker.

In conformity with the Holy Qur’an (35:25), the Ahmadis revere all those
great men as prophets (e.g., Zoroaster, Buddha, Krishna and Rama Chandra)
whom a larger section of humanity has accepted as Divine messengers. Their
teachings may have been tampered with but, according to the Ahmadis, the
original teachings which these holy men gave were based on Divine revelation.

The non-Ahmadis, however, denounce this attitude of the Ahmadis towards
these reformers and refuse to acknowledge them as prophets — a view
which is against the Qur’anic teachings. (35:25)

Most of the non-Ahmadis hold that when the Jews tried to arrest Jesus Christ
in order to hang him on the cross, God changed the appearance of another
man and made him look exactly like Jesus Christ. This change deceived the
Jews who seized the transfigured person and crucified him, while God raised
Jesus to heaven in order to put him beyond the reach of the Jews. Since
then, Jesus has lived in the second heaven with his physical body and would
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come back to earth in the latter days to fulfill the prophecy relating to his
second advent.

The Ahmadis reject the above statement and hold that it was Jesus who was
put on the cross, but he being a righteous man, God delivered him from the
‘accursed death’ of the cross. Jesus did not die on the cross, but fell into a
swoon and looked like one dead. He was alive when he was laid in the
sepulchre (tomb) and came out of it alive on the third day. Then he met his
disciples in secret and assured them of being alive.

Jesus® then traveled to Afghanistan and Kashmir, where a portion of his
‘sheep’ — the lost tribes of Israel — were settled. He died in Kashmir and
visitors to Srinagr may still see his tomb in the Khan Yar Street. Thistomb
is still known as that of a prophet, Yuz Asaf , i.e. the tomb of Jesus, the
Prophet. After his death, his soul rose to God like the souls of all righteous
men. In the Holy Qur’an, there exists a divine promise regarding Jesus

Christ:
9/ Caa. o Teni s o T oA
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When Allah said, ‘O Jesus, | will cause thee to die (a natural
death) and will exalt thee to Myself ... (3:56)

This Divine promise only meant that God would not allow Jesus Christ to
die the accursed death on the cross, but would cause him to die a natural
death and would raise his soul to Himself like those of all righteous persons.

The Ahmadis interpret the prophecy of the second advent of Jesus in the
same way in which Jesus interpreted the prophecy of the second advent of
Elijah. Jesus was not to come back in person, but another man was to come
in the spirit and character of Jesus, just as John the Baptist came in the
spirit and character of Elijah.

The prophecy of the second advent of Jesus, the Ahmadis believe, has been
fulfilled by the advent of Hadrat Ahmad®, who came in the spirit and power
of Jesus, as John had come in the spirit and power of Elijah.

The non-Ahmadis are expecting a Mahdi who will wage war and spread Islam
by means of the sword. The Ahmadis reject such incorrect doctrines. The
Mahdi, according to them, is no other than the Promised Messiah who was
to come to spread Islam — not with the sword, but by heavenly signs and
arguments (see pg. 312). They believe that the Mahdi has already appeared
in the person of Hadrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad® of Qadian, and they are not
looking forward, like the non-Ahmadis, to the advent of a Mahdi who would
come to shed non-Muslim blood in the world.

Jihad in Islam
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Hadrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad® rendered an inestimable service not only to
Islam, but to humanity at large, by his powerful refutations of these incorrect
doctrines. It is due to the repudiation of these doctrines that his followers
have been, and still are, subjected to severe persecution by ignorant Mullahs
and their followers.

Conclusion

To conclude this section, let us pray that may Allah give us the strength to
truly follow the real and peaceful teachings of Islam, which the Promised
Messiah® taught us. Such a pure precept of peaceful and blessed principles
Is bound to promote world peace and tranquillity. The more these teachings
spread among nations, the better the chances of world peace.

Itis certainly fortunate that through the Promised Messiah® and his Khulafa
(Successors), the grand spiritual revolution of the latter days, as foretold by
the Holy Prophet of Islam®, is gaining momentum throughout the nations
of the world. This is a Divine mission which is bound to succeed and no
power on Earth will ever be able to block its onward march. Insha-Allah!

The Ultimate Victory
(by the Promised Messiah®)
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People of the world may be inclined to think that it is Christianity
which may ultimately spread throughout the world, or it may be
Buddhism which will prevail in the end. But they are certainly
wrong in their conjectures. Remember that nothing happens on
this Earth unless it has been so willed in the Heaven. And, itis
the God of Heaven who reveals to me that ultimately it will be the
religion of Islam which will conquer the hearts of people.

(Roohani Khazaa’in Vol. 21 — Braheen-e-Ahmadiyya, Part 5, p.427)
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ALLAH AND THE HoLy QUR’AN — ALLAH & HIis ATTRIBUTES 2.1

Allah, the Exalted

(by the Promised Messiah®)

/;J,Mf;/wLﬁf{g,fgu:w:_muJ'J&"d/w-+wumoﬁ%|m ”?
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(H’t’f’!f‘@j(;yi‘?,&ufl?‘&lp}/)

Our paradise is in our God. Our highest delight is in our
God for we have seen Him and have found every beauty
in Him. This wealth is worth procuring though one may
have to lay down one’s life to procure it. This ruby is
worth purchasing though one may have to lose one’s self
to acquire it. O ye who are bereft, run to this fountain and
it will save you. What may | do, and how may | instill this
Good News in the hearts, and by what drum shall | make
the announcement that this is your God, so that people
might hear? What remedy may | apply to their ears so
that they should listen.

If you belong to Allah, rest assured that Allah will indeed
belong to you.

(Roohani Khazain Vol. 19: Kashti Nuh, pp. 21-22)
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Allah and His Attributes

The Islamic name of God is “‘Allah’. This name, in Arabic, appliesonlyto God—Allah
the One Supreme Being and to no one else. The word “Allah’ is never used

in the plural, because Islam advocates the belief in the absolute unity of

Allah.

In addition to the proper name “Allah’, Allah has many beautiful namescalled  Attributes of
al-Asmaa'ul Husnaa (59:25), signifying His various attributes. Allah

The opening Chapter of the Qur’an (Surah al-Fatihah) explains (commen-
tary follows) that those Divine attributes that relate to human beings in any
manner, branch out from His four principle attributes as follows:

¢ Rabbul-"Aalameen (Lord of all the Worlds). This means that Allah Four Principle
creates everything and then fosters everything gradually towards Attributes of Allah
perfection;

¢ Ar-Rahmaan (the Gracious). This means that without any effort on the
part of His creatures, Allah provides everything that is necessary for
their development and progress;

¢ Ar-Raheem (the Merciful). This means that Allah is the Giver of the
best and highest reward for those who do good voluntarily, and that
reward continues indefinitely; and,

¢ Maaliki-yaumiddeen (Master of the Day of Judgment). This means
that the ultimate judgment concerning everything rests with Allah alone.

The Holy Qur’an & Ahadith refer to over one hundred attributes of Allah.
Islam stresses the need to have firm belief in them and to follow them.

The Holy Prophet® advises in one of his Ahadith: ““Follow the attributes
of Allah.”

All these attributes may be divided into three categories as follows:
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Three
Categories of
Allah’s
Attributes

Attributes unique to Allah alone: These attributes are unique to Allah
alone and not related in any way to His creatures. For example: Al-Hayy
(The Living); Al-Qaadir (The Possessor of power and authority); Al-Maajid
(The Glorious).

Attributes concerning the creation of the Universe: These attributes
are related to the creation of the Universe and indicate the relationship be-
tween Allah and His creatures and His attitude towards them. For example:
Al-Khaalig (The Creator) and Al-Maalik (The Sovereign).

Attributes concerning the actions of His creatures: These attributes
come into operation as a result of the good or bad actions of those of Allah’s
creatures who are endowed with a will of their own. For example: Ar-
Raheem (The Merciful); Al-"Afuww (The Pardoner) and Ar-Ra’oof (The
Compassionate).

The Need to
Know the
Attributes of
Allah

According to the Holy Qur’an (51:57), the main objective of our creation is
to worship Allah, our Creator. The philosophy of Islamic worship is to es-
tablish a loving relationship between Allah and His creatures, which is not
possible unless we know and understand the attributes of Allah. Thus, by
knowing the attributes of Allah, we will be able to derive abundant spiritual
pleasure from our worship of Allah, the Exalted.

Allah says in the Holy Qur’an; “‘And to Allah alone belong all perfect at-
tributes. So call on Him by these attributes.” (7:181). There exists a won-
derful relationship between the attributes of Allah and the acceptance of our
prayers, as explained in the commentary of Surah Al-Fatihah given in the
following pages. So it is necessary that while praying to Allah, we should
invoke the appropriate attribute of Allah. For example, to seek forgiveness
from Allah, we should invoke His attribute, Al-Ghaffaar, and to seek the
protection of Allah we should invoke His attribute, Al-Hafeez, etc. In this
way, Allah the Exalted would accept our prayers abundantly.

The Holy Prophet®* has said, “Follow the attributes of Allah.” There are
some attributes of Allah (like Ar-Raheem , Al-Maalik, Al-"Afuww etc.) which
can be adopted by us in a limited fashion. By following these attributes in
our daily lives, they will become operative in our favour.

The following pages contain more than one hundred attributes of Allah, ob-
tained from the Holy Qur’an and Ahadith, in a tabular form, with translitera-
tion and translation for ready reference. As a note of caution, however, the
complete meaning of these attributes cannot be presented in a single-phrase
translation.
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He is Allah, the Creator, the Maker, the Fashioner. His
are the most beautiful names. All that is in the heavens
and the earth glorifies Him, and He is the Mighty, the
Wise. (59:25)
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And to Allah alone belong all perfect attributes. So call
on Him by these attributes. (7:181)
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The Holy Qur‘an and
its Etiquette

The word Qur’an means that which is often read or recited. The Quranis \\/hat is the
the record of the verbal revelations in Arabic from God Almighty to the Qur'an

Holy Prophet Muhammad=, over a period of about 22 years and 5 months

(610-632 A.D.). These revelations first started in the month of Ramadan

(Al-Qur’an 2:186). All revelations upto-date were rehearsed to the Holy

Prophet every year in Ramadan by the Arch-Angel, Gabriel. In the last

Ramadan of the Holy Prophet’s life, the whole of the Qur’an was rehearsed

to him twice by the Arch-angel, Gabriel.

The divine revelations were committed to memory and also written down  Compilation

by scribes appointed by the Holy Prophet®®. He himself indicated the ar-
; , I of the Holy
rangement of verses and chapters in the Qur'an as we find it today. How- Qur'an

ever, the compilation of the whole Qur'an in one volume was undertaken
after his death.

The Qur'an is divided into one hundred and fourteen Surahs or chapters. Ch apters and
This division is based upon their subject matter and has the authority of the  \/arses of the
Holy Prophet®. Each Surah has a name given to it, and is further divided
into Aayaat or verses. However, the division of the Qur'an into thirty
Siparahs or parts is arbitrary. Areference to a particular verse of the Qur'an
is generally represented by two numbers separated by a colon ":". For ex-
ample, the reference (29:49) means the 49th verse of the 29th chapter.

Holy Qur'an

A very distinctive feature of the Holy Qur'an is that it contains a divine Safeguarding
guarantee for its perpetual preservation. "We sent down this book and of the Holy
verily We shall safeguard it." (15:10) As aresult of this guarantee, the text
of the Holy Qur'an has remained unchanged over the past fourteen hundred
years.

Qur'an
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Some More . First Qur’anic revelation: Verses 2-5 of Surah Al-"Alaqg ( 96:2-4)

Facts About . Last Qur’anic revelation: Verse 4 of Surah Al-Maa'idah (5:4),
The Qur'an however Surah Al-Nasr was the last Surah revealed.

. The total number of letters in the Holy Qu'ran: 323,760
. The total number of words in the Holy Qur'an: 86,430
. The total number of Ruku’ inthe Holy Qur'an: 540

. The total number of Sajdah-Tilawat (prostration during recitation)
is 14 (agreed upon).

Etiquette of The recitation of the Holy Qur'an is a spiritual experience and provides an

Recitation enlightenment of the mind and comfort for the soul. To maximize the plea-
sure of its recitation and the undersanding of its content, a summary of the
etiquette and correct recitation is presented in the following pages:

Prayer before Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:

starting recitation ) Lz [ ORI
0 pia 51 il e 4l Ban G 515801 &155 136
And when you recite the Qur'an, seek refuge with Allah

from Satan the rejected. (16:99)

As such, we recite the prayer ( ta'awwuz) before every recitation session:
n ] l n j. P J‘ A A 1
ol il G alL 352
I seek refuge with Allah from Satan the rejected.

It is important to understand the philosophy of seeking Allah's protection
while reciting the Qur'an. We must seek Allah's protection so that:

¢ We may not miss any teaching of the Qur'an due to our negligence,
sins or evil company.

¢ We may not fail to understand rightly any teaching of the Qur'an.

¢ Having understood, may Allah provide us the strength to act upon
these teachings and never forget or ignore them.

We should say, Bismillaahir Rahmaanir Raheem, before starting any thing.

R TRCTRTIEN

In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful.
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This is the first verse of every chapter of the Holy Qur’an, except the 9th
Chapter, At-Taubah, which is not an independent Chapter, but a continuation
of the Chapter, Al-Anfaal. There isasaying, reported by Ibn™ Abbas, to
the effect that whenever a new Chapter was revealed, Bismillaah was the
first verse to be revealed, and without Bismillaah the Holy Prophet did
not know that a new Chapter had begun (Abu Dawood).

Even when we recite from the middle of a Chapter, we should say,
Bismillaahir Rahmaanir Raheem.

In a majestic declaration about the Qur'an, Allah says: Physical and
spiritual

< n;wl HY‘ ¢ & .. ;jéc)nfgnﬁ ;’J‘:LS o ‘)S |‘3,§_‘ ,fv' purification

That this is indeed a noble Qur'an; In a well preserved
book; Which none shall touch except those who are purified.
(56:78-80)

We should be physically clean and, preferably, perform Wudu before its
recitation.

Also, to fully absorb the blessings of the Qur'an and to understand its real
meanings, one should be spiritually pure, clean and sincere in one's beliefs.

Exhorting believers in 73:21, Allah advises: (partial verse) Recite as much as

IS easy
wgm o Jium 5152530

Recite, then, as much of the Qur'an as is easy for you.

We may read the Holy Qur’an at any convenient time. The best time is Time of Recitation
dawn, after Fajr prayers. In 17:79, Allah says: (partial verse)

4}";,/{/n:nf‘..’

Verily, the recitation of the Qur'an at dawn is specially
acceptable to God.

On the subject of listening to the Hon Qur’an Allah says: Listento the
N L A ﬂ// L aad recitation silently
SISYY S PN EL S P PP RIS PE S50 J-Q 1315 andwith devotion
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Recite the Qur’an
thoughtfully

Sajdah Tilawat —
prostration during

And when the Qur’an is recited, give ear to it and keep silent
that you may be shown mercy. (7:205)

To understand the meaning of the Holy Qur’an well, we should recite it with
complete attention. The best way has been described by Allah:

¢A“r\: /lnin ://
0 Mis5s 15801 U355
And recite the Qur’an slowly and thoughtfully. (73:5)
In addition, the Holy Prophets®declared:
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One who does not recite the Qur’an in a pleasant voice is
not from among us. (Bukhari, Mishkat-Kitabul Faza’il)

During the recitation of the Holy Qur’an, if you come across a verse that
indicates Sajdah (prostration), the reciter should perform the prostration

recitation and recite the following prayer in that posture:
P 5 Gais 5 (255 S asn ol
O Allah, my spirit, my body and my heart prostrate before
You. (Tirmizi--Fee Sujoodul Qur’an)
Response When reciting or listening to the recitation of the Holy Qur’an, response
Prayers prayers are to be said after certain verses. Aselection of the more common
ones are given below:
Al-Fatihah At the end of Surah Al-Fatihah (Chapter 1), in response to the prayer end-
ingin &3—1‘ 2 ‘).1:9 , one should say . :/ [ (Ameen)
Al-Fat’h In response to the phrase in Surah Al-Fat’h,

w 2 _ P
]oidj‘dnﬂj‘ﬂw/ﬂ
