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Huzur’s Knowledge: Books

Publications
of Hadhrat
Khalifatul
Masih IV
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H
adhrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad , since his youth, had an
unquenchable thirst for knowledge; he would question the
existence of everything. He not only questioned, but also

found the answers himself by reading everything that was available
on a given subject. He would sometimes ponder on matters until
Allah enlightened him with the answer. But what made him truly
exceptional was his perception of the world’s need and outlook. He
travelled far and wide and he used this knowledge of his
experiences to remarkable effect – leaving his audiences
spellbound. He could expound on any subject or topic, he could
debate in any area, applying his vast knowledge of the Holy Qur’an
and the Ahadith.

It was perhaps a combination of all the above experiences which
led him to author numerous books, many of which have the stamp
of greatness firmly embossed on them.

Whilst we have made an effort to list all the books that we were
aware of, undoubtedly some will have been missed.
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Murder in the Name of Allah
First Published in1962 as Mazab ke Naam Per Khoon (Urdu)
A vibrant, lively and extremely well informed rejection of the philosophy propounded by Maulana
Maududi of Jama’at Islami that disbelievers should be given no choice other than to either accept Islam
or face the sword.Huzur proved that the use of force can never be justified by a religion literally
meaning peace

Steps to Exercise
1st Published in Urdu 1965,
Written by Huzur when he was Mohtamim Sehat-e-Jismani, Khuddamul Ahmadiyya Markazia,
Rabwah. A summary of Islamic teachings about physical health. It contains instructions from Hadhrat
Ameerul Momineen, Khalifatul Masih II , some knowledge about physical energy and such
exercises that the Khuddam can carry out daily, with ease and in a short time.

Natural Disasters or Divine Punishment?
First Published in 1976.
A series of articles in Urdu which were published in 1976 by the “Al-Furqan”magazine. Rendered into
English by the Review of Religions in 1993.

Books Authored by Hadhrat

Khalifatul Masih IV
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Some Distinctive Features of Islam
First Published in 1985.
A speech delivered by Huzur at the University of Canberra, Australia, on the subject of the
distinguished features of Islam.

Revival of Religion
First Published in 1992
This booklet is the text of an address delivered by Huzur in Sydney, Australia. In this book,
Huzur discusses the Islamic philosophy of the revival of religions.

The Seal of Prophets, His Personality and Character
First Published in 1992
The text of a lecture delivered by Huzur on the 15th October 1989 at Heathland School, Hounslow.The
Holy Prophet’s character has been illustrated in the book by citing several incidents
from his life. His reaction to blasphemy against himself; his treatment of prisoners of wars; in his attitude
towards the followers of other religions are all a guiding light to the peoples of the world.

Shariah: Relationship Between Religion and Politics in Islam
First Published in 1992.
This booklet is the text of speech delivered by Huzur on the 3rd of June 1991 at the 
Inter-religious Consults, in Suriname.

The Gulf Crisis & the New World Order
First Published in 1992
A collection of Friday Sermons in response to the events of the 1991 Gulf war and the problems facing
the Muslim world.Hadhrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad delivered a series of 17 Friday sermons between
3rd August 1990 and March 1991. 14 were delivered during the war, and the other 3 were delivered in
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March 1991 when the war ended.The Gulf Crisis divided the Muslim world during a period in which many
injustices were seen around the world.The advice given by Huzur is seen as the most valuable
piece of advice to prepare the Muslim world for the next millennium.

Christianity: A Journey from Facts to Fiction
First Published in 1994
The doctrine of Christianity has acquired its present shape through a process of change spread over its
entire history. Rather than venture into the endless debate on the course of this evolutionary process
the author has chosen to examine the current Christian beliefs primarily on the basis of logic and
reason. Among others, the subjects of the ‘Sonship’of Jesus Christ, Atonement,Trinity and the second
coming of the Messiah have been discussed at length in this book.

Kalam-e-Tahir (Urdu)
First published in 1995
A collection of prose and poetry;comprising a lifetime of work.It contains reflections from various periods
and influences of Huzur’s life, some intensely personal, both before and during his Khilafat.
Huzur’s poems convey strong emotions of pain, grief, love and happiness.They are a source of hope and
comfort to all.The latest edition was published in Huzur’s lifetime in 2001 and contains new and very old
poems that had never been released to the public before. Work is nearly complete on the next edition,
which contains English translations of all of Huzur’s poems. These translations have the distinct
feature in that they have been prepared under the direct guidance and instruction by Huzur.

An Elementary Study of Islam
First Published in 1996
In this book, Huzur has expanded on themes he used in a lecture he gave in 1990 at the
Seville University in Spain “Islam – a discourse on its elementary and fundamental teachings”

Homeopathy
First Published in 1996
Based on the Televised Homeopathy Lectures of Huzur on MTA and revised by
Huzur . The present version of this book is the 3rd edition.

Absolute Justice Kindness and Kinship
Volume I first published: 1996
Absolute Justice, Kindness and Kinship was a series of four speeches, delivered consecutively by
Huzur at various International Annual Jalsa’s. Volume 1 is the first speech delivered by
Huzur in December 1982 at the annual convention in Rabwah, Pakistan.The author deals with
three principles that govern the universe as outlined in the Holy Qur’an; Adl(Absolute Justice),
Ihsan(Kindness) and Itai-Dhil-Qurba(Kinship).

In 1998, Huzur started to revise the English text of the first volume and this resulted the
rewriting of all four speeches in English as well as Urdu.The new books are a complete revision and
were completed in March 2002 and are awaiting publication.

Islam’s Response to Contemporary Issues
First Published in 1997
This is a compiled lecture delivered at the Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre (London) in 1989. It also
contains comprehensive discussion on interest; financial aid; international relations; and how man can
attain social, economic and spiritual peace.

Universal Moral Values, Politics and World Peace
First Published in 1997
This book is based on Huzur’s closing address at the 1996 Annual convention of the world-
wide Ahmadiyya Muslim Community in Canada.

Translation of the Holy Qur’an (1997 Edition)
First Published in 1955 in Holland
Translated by Maulvi Sher Ali, but in 1997 Huzur added an appendix with some alternative
translations, suggestions and explanatory notes to help the reader to better understand the meaning.
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Revelation, Rationality, Knowledge and Truth
First Published in 1998
The book examines a very diverse and wide range of subjects including the concept of revelation in
different religions, history of philosophy, cosmology, extraterrestrial life, the future of life on earth, natural
selection and its role in evolution.This book is a summation of a lifetime of knowledge and a
masterpiece in itself.

On Saturday 1st. August 1998 at the UK Jalsa Salana in Islamabad,Tilford, Honourable Tom Cox, the
Labour Member of Parliament for Tooting (Labour) addressing Huzur stated:

“…you distinguish yourself from all others in the deep and profound understanding of the teachings of
Islam as laid down in the Qur’an….

..Your arguments against the sceptics and atheists are unanswerable and should make them rethink
their so-called theories of ‘imponderable incredulities’…

This sort of knowledge of the scriptures cannot be simply acquired by just simple studies.This is a gift
from God that is granted to few and it is a gift to be called revelation. I have no hesitation in asserting
that you are the recipient of that revelation that is given to few - very few whom He chooses. I can safely
say that you are indeed the prince of the learned of the world of Islam today and I salute you.”

Translation of The Holy Qur’an 
First Published in 2000,
Huzur presents an Urdu translation with an introduction to each chapter. Huzur 
also provides brief explanatory notes. A revised version was published in 2002

Maghribi Mu’aasharah aur Ahmadi Muslim Khawaateen
Kaa Misaali Kirdaar
(Western Society and the Unique Character of Ahmadi
Muslim Ladies)
First Published in 2002
The English speech of Huzur at the Annual
Convention of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama’at USA in
Michigan on the 29th June 1991 is translated into Urdu.
Huzur , explains every aspect of the role of
women in western society and provides a unique
interpretation of purdah.

There are also a large number of books not widely available
in the UK(or are out of print) authored by Hadhrat Khalifatul
Masih IV that are listed in the Wakalat-e-Isha’at
1992 Master Catalogue of Books – Volume1. Some of the
titles are as follows:Differences between Jama’at Lahore and
Jama’at Qadian, With Love to Chinese Brother, With Love to
the Nations of USSR, Wisaal Ibn Maryam, and From Rabwah
to Tel Aviv.

Huzur reviews the last proof copy of
Revelation, Rationality, Knowledge and Truth
before it went to press in May 1988
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Translations
Vakalat-e-Tasneef is the publications department of the Tekrik-i-Jadid Anjuman Ahmadiyya. Part of the
department’s responsibility is the translation of Jama’at books into different languages.The department
has seen to completion the translation of various works of Huzur in to Urdu, Chinese, English,
French, Arabic, Albanian, Norwegian, German, Swahilli, Indonesian, Spanish, Malayalam, Russian,Turkish,
Azerbaijan, Bosnian, Bulgarian, Swedish, Portuguese, Greek, Italian, Kazakh, Polish, Dutch etc.. the list is
ever increasing.

In 2003, Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih V announced a new Foundation to publish and
translate the books and speeches of Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IV . At present,Vakalat-e-Tasneef
is overseeing a large project to expand the number of translations of Huzur’s books, as well as
his sermons.

Huzur took particular caution over the translations of certain books. A team consisting of UK
Lajna Imaillah worked directly with Huzur for some of the translation work. Members of the
team worked with Huzur to translate the Promised Messiah’s books: Fat-eh Islam (Victory of
Islam) and Paighaam-e-Sulah (A Message of Peace),Tauzeeh-e-Maram (Objectives Explained). Members
of the team also worked with Huzur in the translation of Kalam-e-Tahir.

Books published under
the guidance of Huzur
Huzur contributed to, guided, helped and supervised
many of the Jama’at’s books during his Khilafat.Whenever work
began on a new publication, the intention of the authors was to
adhere to the guidelines and advice Huzur had issued,
therefore all translations of the Holy Qur’an and some other books
published by the Jama’at could be considered as published under
his auspices, especially if they passed through Vakalat-e-Tasneef.
However listing every book that falls into this category is not
possible, and hence we provide a small list of a few well known
favourites.

Selected versus of the Holy Qur’an, Selected sayings of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad , Selected Writings of the
Promised Messiah ,Rushdie:Haunted by his Unholy Ghosts
(Arshad Ahmadi),

Books for Children
The UK based Children’s book committee was set up in the late 80’s
and was headed by Rashid Ahmad Chaudry.The Team worked
directly with Huzur where they would receive direction
and guidance on the work. In Many of the books, Huzur 
dictated new passages, and some cases entire Chapters.

Over the years, with Huzur’s help the following books
were published: ABC for Muslim Children, Ahmad and Sarah,
Ahmad and Sarah go to Mosque, Bilal, Hadhrat Umar Farooq

, Muslim Festivals and Ceremonies (2nd revision was
revised by Huzur ), My book about God, Selected sayings
of the Holy Prophet, Stories from early Islam (2nd revision was
revised by Huzur ),The Holy Prophet’s  
kindness to children,The true story of Jesus (2nd revision
was revised by Huzur ),The Words of Wisdom and
Purification.
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Huzur’s Passion for Research.
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IV had a great passion for research throughout his entire life in order
to prove the truth of the Holy Qur’an he said that things mentioned of in the Holy Qur’an could definitely
be proved with evidence whether it is archeological, scientific, medical, astronomical, geographical,
historical or theological. Huzur firmly believed that theological archeological discoveries and
findings coming to light over the last century were actually safeguarded by Allah and were being revealed
to the world after the time of the Promised Messiah and such findings support the true beliefs
of Ahmadiyyat in Islam.

So deep was Huzur’s desire for everyone in the Jama’at to get involved with research that he
set up the first UK based Research Teams under his Khilafat in 1992.The main aim was for the teams to
work in close supervision and consultation with Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IV so that he could
guide and train them in specialist subjects in light of modern Research and Co-relation of the Holy Qur’an.
Huzur initially appointed Rafiq Hayat Sahib (our current Amir Sahib) to set up and Coordinate
teams of Khuddam and Lajna members to carry out some research on modern findings / discoveries,after
a few presentations to Huzur by the teams he was pleased with the results and felt that the
teams could be expanded.He then appointed Basit Ahmad as coordinator of the Research Desk and Mrs
Navida Shahid as the first Lajna Research Team UK Coordinator. Both teams were allocated various
research projects and the teams also assisted Huzur in some of his publications and also wrote
articles for The Review of Religions magazine.

Amongst these teams the Lajna Research Team had the blessed opportunity of continuing working
directly with Huzur for a period of twelve years and throughout this time they also worked very
closely with Huzur in preparation for Dars-ul Qur’an during Ramadhan and contributed to Jalsa
speeches,Friday Sermons,Q & A sessions,Tarjamatul Qur’an class,Urdu class and other departments in the
Jama’at.

Following several years of training by Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IV , he entrusted the Lajna
Research team with a very big project which he was very keen to see completed. This project is still
continuing and being overseen by Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih V , may Allah enable the successful
completion of this project.

It was Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IV great desire that the Jama’at members become eminent
professional scholars, archaeologists, excavators, Egyptologists, ancient language specialists, researchers
etc. in a Darsul Qur’an during Ramadhan (February 1995) he announced that he would like an intelligent
batch of the Waqfeen-e-nau in America and Europe expertise in such areas.

Research meant so much to Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IV and May Allah enable the Jama’at
members of the world to become the scholars and professionals that Huzur wanted to see.

(Contributions to this articles have been sought from: Arshad Ahmedi, Alislam.org, Basit Ahmad, Navida
Shahid, Farina Qureshi, Rashid Ahmad Chaudry, and Munir-ud-Din Sham – additional Vakil-ut-Tasneef.)

Holy Qur’an, Surah Al-Baqarah









1.Islam is complete religion,why then is there a need for a Prophet? 2.What is the
difference between Naboowat and Immamat? 3. Please comment on the Hadith
'there is no Nabi after me'? 4.What is the difference between Prophet and Mahdi?

5. Are we not allowed to eat Shellfish? 6. What is the truth about Palmistry or
Fortune-telling? 7. What is the philosophy of "Istikhara" and how can one derive
benefits from it? 8. What is the phenomenon of deliverance of Jesus from Cross
alive? 5.What is the truth about dreams in support/against Hazrat Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad as Promised Messiah as seen by Non-Ahmadis? 9. Can Ahmadis and Non
Ahmadis see Rasul-e-Karim in dreams alike? 10. Can we
keep dogs and pets? 11? Is there any binding restrictions for men to
get permission from the first wife at the eve of second marriage?
12. What is the difference between "Khula" and "Divorce"? 13.
What are the teachings of Islam regarding eatables? 14.
Creation of man from the vegetative state? 15. Marriage to
children of Wet Nurses? 16. Reality of senses? 17. Old
Muslim Cemetery in Spain? 18. Time for Tahajjad Prayer?
19. Reliable Book on Interpretation of Dreams? 20.
Obligations besides the five Pillars of Islam? 21. Bai-tul-
Maal and Charity? 22. Unique Quranic Prophecies not
found in other Scriptures? 23. If a person does good
deeds whether he believes in God or whether he belongs
to any religion or not, will he be rewarded by God? 24. All
the prophets in a society were atheists. How is it possible
that they became believer of one God? 25.We know that the
Bible is not the same as it was revealed.Western scholars? 26
analysed and used techniques on Bible,will the Muslim scholars
allow to analyse the Quran the same way as western scholars did
on Bible? 27. Can a lady say
Takbir when a man is
leading prayer in a family
congregational prayer? 28.
According to Holy Quran Muslims
are more closer to Christians
than Jews. In which sense they
are more closer to Muslims. 29.
If a person did good deeds and later on he is wrongly accused of murder and he
commits suicide,will he be sent to heaven? 30 When Aqiqah is performed why two
Goats are slaughter for a boy and one for girl? 31.Will the
reward be same for a believer or an atheist
who do good deeds? 29.
In divorce cases
children go to the
custody of mother
and in some cases
she speaks ill of
their father, what
kind of attitude
children should
adopt to their father?
30. Names of Fajr, Zuhr,
Asr, Maghrib and Isha
Namaz, what do they mean?
31. In the under developed
countries there are certain evil
and good practices. Is it
common in both developed and u n d e r
developed countries? 32 Allah punishes
certain people for certain sins.Is it so that
Aids is a punishment from Allah? 33.
Perfumes and cents are used today and
were used at the time of Holy prophet

? 34. Is there any
religious significance according to
the teaching of Islam? 35. How
important is provincial race and
cultural language compared to
universal religious culture and
international language. How much
Urdu is important for an Ahmadi associated with Ahmadiyyat?
36.Could you please say something about Elijah Mohammad of
United States? 37.Could you please explain the meanings of
Siddiq" "Shaheed" and "Saleh" in the light of Holy Quran
and Hadith of Holy Prophet ? 38.
According to Non Ahmadis meaning of "Haroofe Muqatta't" (Abbreviated letters)
cannot be understood.Could you please throw some light on this.39.If a Musician
accepts Ahmadiyyat, will he be allowed to continue his profession. 40. What are
the meanings of the Quranic verse No. 9 of Chapter Al-Naml with regard to

Prophet Moses where he says "Blessed is he who is in the fire and also those
around it? 41 Some Saintly people accepted the Promised Messiah but some did
not support him as was the case of Baba Ghulam Farid of Chachran Sharif. They

should have also accepted the Promised Messiah properly.Please explain? 42.It is
claimed that Hazrat Bilal belonged to Nigeria. What is the evidence
of this claim? 43.Is the use of Rosary (Tasbih) a right thing to practice in Islam? Are
not so many (nine) marriages of the Holy Prophet 
objectionable. What were the reasons of those marriages? 44. Muslims believe

that those who accept Muhammad as messenger of
God will go to Heaven and Christians believe that who accept Christ

the Son of God? (according to their faith) they will go to heaven.
Who is rightful in making this claim? 45. Why don't Ahmadis

say prayers in the Mosque of others than their sect and
behind? 46. Please explain the meaning of Verse 72-73 of

Chapter Bani Israel saying "That day they will be called
upon with their Imam and those given their account in
right hand will read it.. who is blind in this world will be
blind in the other world as well."? 47. Is the hell eternal
or it is like hospital? 48.Is there any incidence in Islamic
history where Holy Prophet or his
Caliphs pronounced the death sentence to a Muslim for

renouncing his faith? 49. Hazrat Khalifa Sani declared
himself "Musleh Maood" in 1944 despite the fact that

Hazrat Masih Maood mentioned in some of his books that
this was the son about whom the prophecy was made? 50.

Why do Ahmadi Muslims not say their prayers behind other
Muslims? 51. Why the marriage of an Ahmadi girl is

forbidden to a Non Ahmadi? 52.
If we have the
capabilities, is it our
duty as a Muslim to
increase our
knowledge? 53.
What is the

connection between
intellect and religion and how can we use the intellect in the matter of religion? 54.
In Heaven when the souls will meet together, will the relatives recognise each

other? 55.Hazrat Masih Maood had two sons from the first wife,neither
wife nor the sons accepted Ahmadiyyat. Why could he not influence
them? 56. Is the Verse No. 125 of Chapter Al-Baqarah applies to

Prophet Isaac and Verse 130 to Prophet Ishmael? 57. If all the Prophets
were told about the Holy Prophet , why then he had to

face so much opposition? 58 What is the Islamic law about bringing up
Children by Christians? 59. Is there any mention of similar to Haley's
Comet shown on TV in the history of Islam? 60. Huzur! What are your

views and comments regarding the recent decision made by the Supreme
Court of India that if Muslim women are divorced they are due alimony from

their husbands and it has created lot of row? 61.Stone-henge could not
have been made by human labour and the
pyramids (of Egypt). What is your opinion
whether there were great civilisations in the
past or the aliens? 62 If a person joins the

prayer in 3rd or 4th Rakaat and completes afterwards, would these Rakaats be
considered offered individually or with the Imam? 63. Could you please throw
some light on an article by late Ch. Zafrullah Khan Sahib? 64. published in Review
of Religions, December 1984 in which he said that Islam has no Church. What is
meant by it? 65. Is the sacrifice of animal is commendable or giving the Sadqah?

66. What is difference between
Socialism and Communism? 67.
What is the difference between
Islamic Socialism and the other

forms of Socialism? 68. Is there any relationship between No. 19 and the Holy
Quran as some Scholars have recently come up with their research? 69.How far

is it correct that Holy Quran is based on Surah Fatiha.A Turkish Doctor is about
to finish his work on this subject? 70. Whether our Jamaat would be

encouraged to make such research? 71. Where do we derive the word
"Sadqah" from. What does it mean. How does it change the bad

eventualities. If God Almighty has already ordained how can we change
them by Sadqah? 71. Is it not reasonable to Index link the "Haq Mehr"

(dowry)? 72. In some countries the verses of the Holy Quran have been
written in such away that it have not been crossed and it have
dialectical marks. Please tell us who initiated? for this type of
writing of Quranic verse? 72. The verses of the Holy Quran or they

prose or poetry? 73. Prophecy of the Promised Messiah has been fulfilled but
some part of the prophecy is not complete that if faith is lifted to plateau will be
brought back.We still find shortcoming in Ahmadis? 74.You have mentioned the
great miracle of Promised Messiah in creation of Jamaat Ahmadiyya. Zia was

A selection of questions Huzur answered after his arrival in the UK in 1984
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Precious Friday
Evenings with
Hadhrat
Khalifatul
Masih IV

B
y way of being the end of the working week and harbingers
of two days of rest and enjoyment Friday nights are rather
special in the UK; but for the sizeable community of

Ahmadis living in south-west London Friday nights had a very
special importance of their own – for Friday evening at the Fazl
Mosque was synonymous with Majlis-e-Irfan. And what evenings
they were: men and women, black and white, young and old
would all converge at the Mosque to spend some time in the
company of their loving Khalifa, to ask of him any question that
agitated their hearts or minds.

The Majlis-e-Irfan held in Urdu were a special part of a whole
range of Question and Answer sessions, which formed a unique
feature of the Khilafat of Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IV .
Huzur held similar sessions in English from the very
beginning of his arrival in London in 1984. In later years, with the
coming of MTA, similar programmes were also recorded and
transmitted in a range of other languages including Arabic (Liqaa
Ma’al Arab), French (Recontre avec le Francophones), German and
Bangla.

In all these sessions, Huzur displayed a remarkable

The Majlis-e-Irfan and Question and Answer Sessions
formed an integral and most memorable part of the
Khilafat of Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IV . They

were a wonderful medium through which the
members of the Jama’at worldwide and indeed

others could not only seek guidance and knowledge
on a diverse range of religious and secular matters

but also gain a greater insight into the beautiful and
elegant personage of Huzur . Moreover, for
many members of the UK Jama’at it was a delightful

way of developing a personal relationship with Huzur
and reaping the benefits of his spiritual

presence.

“When a group of men remember Allah, angels
surround them and mercy covers them, tranquility
descends upon them, and Allah mentions them to

those who are with Him.”
Saying of the Holy Prophet Muhammad 

Question and Answer
session, Majlis Khuddamul
Ahmadiyya UK Ijtema 2001
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knowledge of each and every issue presented to him.When once
asked how Huzur knew the answers to so many different
types of questions, Huzur replied that he didn’t! He said
instead, sometimes when a question was addressed to him and just
as he began to wonder how to answer it, Allah would place the
answer in his mind and he would find himself answering a question
that he previously had not considered the answer to. Huzur

added that this was when he knew his Allah was happy
with him.

Questions ranging from the world of science to that of spirituality,
from philosophy to politics, from art through to agriculture, were all
dealt with great understanding and thoroughness. It was clear that
Huzur’s interests were many and widespread, and
pursued with vigour and enthusiasm. He was as well aware of the
latest theoretical and technical achievements in the fields of physics
and medicine, as he was of the poetry of Ghalib and philosophy of
Nietzsche.This was all in addition to his encyclopaedic knowledge of
the Holy Qur’an and Hadith, together with the writings of the
Promised Messiah . Not content with the simple amassing
of knowledge, Huzur was always keen to point towards
new areas and directions of research, many of which he himself
actively pursued.

Even more striking was Huzur’s unique ability to

Above : A Question and Answer session at the Majlis
Khuddamul Ahmadiyya UK Ijtema 2000.
Right : A Khadim asks an entertaining question
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communicate his ideas on such diverse and
complex matters clothed in the most simple and
elegant language; it was his special gift to be able to
communicate simultaneously with the most highly
educated intellectuals to young simple minded
children, in a way as to satisfy their needs, and also
to give them food for further thought.

Although dealing with matters of great import and
weight Huzur’s discussions were always
lively and full of good humour. Huzur’s 
sense of humour was gentle and full of warmth and
meaning; often answers would be supplemented
with memorable anecdotes and meaningful jokes
so that they became not only a source of
knowledge but also full of pleasure.

Huzur also displayed a most inspiring
example of patience and understanding all through
these sessions. Over the two decades of his Khilafat
he was often asked the same questions which he
had answered in great detail on many previous
occasions. Even then, in many cases Huzur

would throw light on the same question
from a different angle to satisfy the need of the
questioner. In doing so, he would often synthesise
his arguments in a new and refreshing way
altogether – often tailoring them to the needs of
the individual questioner. At other times, Huzur

would refer questioners to his previous
addresses or writings on the same topic.

Each person who attended or viewed any of these
sessions could not but help be touched by Huzur’s

kindness and graciousness. Even when
explaining the death of Jesus to devout Christians
he would do so in such a considerate and amicable
way, and with such genuine love, so as to leave no
possibility of offending anyone’s sensibilities. Yet
Huzur was always most straightforward
and uncompromising when it came to the
establishment of truth; whenever the occasion
called for it he would defend the doctrine of the
Unity of God and the honour of the Holy Prophet
Mohammad in the most valiant
and forceful manner. He was an embodiment of the
verse of the Holy Qur’an which instructs all Muslims

Photo: Umair Aleem
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Above : A Question and
Answer session with Non
Ahmadi friends arranged
by Majlis Khuddamul
Ahmadiyya UK
Below : An International
Question and Answer
session with Non
Ahmadi friends at  the
UK Jalsa Salana 1988.
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T
he Question and Answer (Majlis-e-Irfan) sessions
hosted by Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IV were
an enormously popular programme open for all

members of the Jama’at and guests to attend. Of the
various people that would be there, some regular faces
would bring delight to audiences and viewers on MTA. In
particular, two dearly loved members of the Jama’at were
Bashir Ahmed Hayat Sahib and Ch. Muhammad Abdur
Rasheed Sahib. Although great friends in their daily lives,
Bashir Sahib and Rasheed Sahib would strive to compete
with each other in preparing more inspiring and motivating
questions to present to their beloved Khalifa . The
characters of these two men were very alike, as both were
jolly and entertaining, yet humble and sincere in their ways.
These two members of the Jama’at were deeply loved by
the many people who attended the sessions, those who
watched eagerly from their television sets at home and
even those who only heard of their memorable moments.

The dedication they put in the preparation of their
questions reflected their deep and sincere love for the
Khalifa . Each question would initially be
researched thoroughly by both Rasheed Sahib and Bashir
Sahib and then followed by a series of checks and
refinements through discussion with various

to invite people towards Islam in the best, most beautiful,
way.

Perhaps what made the Majlis-e-Irfan stand out above all
these Q&A sessions was their intimate and personal
nature. Attending the Majlis on a Friday evening felt more
like sitting after an evening meal with the head of one’s
family, or one’s father, or one’s personal friend, and sharing
with him his thoughts, his pleasures and his sorrows.

For those of us in the UK who had the opportunity of
being able to attend these Majlis-e-Irfan, these blessed
gatherings with Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IV will always
have a very special place in our hearts. It was a true
honour and sheer blessing God to be able to share
company with a person of Huzur ’s spiritual
status: he was a living sign of Allah, and of the truth of
Islam, for the like of him is not to be found outside the true
ummah of Holy Prophet Muhammad . He
was a beacon of knowledge and light. His gracious
audiences throughout the duration of his Khilafat,
preserved now with the help of modern technology, will
continue to be a source of deep wisdom and inspiration
for generations of Muslims to come.

Above : The Final Question and Answer session of Hadhrat Mirza Tahir
Ahmad, Khalifatul Masih IV recorded on 18th April 2003.This was
also Huzur’s last public  appearance.

Two leading Questioners
By Tariq Hayat and Aftab Hayat.

Above : Bashir Ahmad Hayat asks Huzur a question
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knowledgeable people within the Jama’at. Only then, when each
question had passed through this procedure, would they be
presented to Huzur . The love Huzur possessed
for Bashir Sahib and Rasheed Sahib was expressed by the
excitement with which Huzur would invite them to ask
their questions. The atmosphere in the room would have a sudden
surge of energy as each of them stepped forward through the
crowd to bring delight to all.

Despite the playful rivalry between these two personalities to out
do each other in asking questions, they were the best of friends.
Every Friday at 5 pm the phone would ring at Bashir Sahib’s house,
and almost invariably it would be Ch. Rasheed Sahib enquiring
whether the Q&A Session was going to be held. After the normal
pleasantries, one would immediately ask the other how many
questions they had prepared!

Many people all over the world have benefited considerably from
Huzur’s wisdom and knowledge as a result of the
questions asked by both men. The questions would occasionally be
very simple in nature but bore huge relevance to the everyday lives
of the listeners.

One question in particular that people remember with great
fondness is the one asked by Bashir Sahib about the ‘Haq Meher’
(dowry). Bashir Sahib was enquiring whether the effects of inflation
should be considered when paying the dowry. Huzur 
replied that no such provision is given in Islam. However, he
immediately understood by the worried look on Bashir Sahib’s face
that he himself had not yet paid the dowry to his wife. Huzur

asked whether this was indeed the case, and Bashir Sahib
admitted that it was and due to the effects of inflation over the last
50 years, the dowry he owed to his wife had become so small that

she had offered to give it to him instead!

Ch. Muhammad Abdur Rasheed Sahib (who has asked
approximately 3000 questions since Huzur came to
London in 1984) recalls that in one question and answer session a
member of Lajna Imaillah asked Huzur what she could do about
one of her naughty children. Huzur explained to her that if a child
was not naughty, then they were not healthy. Huzur
looked at Rasheed Sahib and asked him to come to the
microphone. Huzur smiled and asked Rashid Sahib if he
remembered the incident when he climbed a mango tree to steal
mangos? Rashid Sahib replied that he did and then related the
incident.

He was 8 years old, and together with his twin brother Muhammad
Abdul Qadir and his younger brother Muhammad Abdul Wahab
they made a plan to steal some mangos.Their father asked them sit
in front of him and study whilst he worked in his office as a head
clerk. On one occasion when he was busy and had to go home for
something they quickly went into the government office garden
where there was a mango tree. Abdur Rasheed was the lightest so
he climbed the tree. He saw big ripe mangos at the top of the tree,
but on a thin branch. He climbed the branch but it broke. He was
wearing a pyjama with elastic inside. He fell to the ground but his
pyjama got stuck on the broken branch at the top of the tree and
stayed there!  His brothers ran away but the gardener caught him as
he could not run away in that state.The gardener marched him back
to his house in the same state and he was presented to his father.
His father had to give the gardener 10 rupees for the mangos they
stole!

Huzur laughed heartedly at this story and said that he still
could not believe how the pyjama got stuck at the top of the tree.

Above : Huzur presents Ch Muhammad Abdul
Rasheed sahib with a copy of the Holy Qur’an in April 1984.
Right: Huzur at a Question and Answer session.




