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Since no one can live 
forever, Allah the 
Exalted ordained that 
the Anbiya, who are the 
most honourable and the 
best people of the earth, 
continue their existence 
upon the earth by way 
of reflection. For this 
purpose, God instituted 
khilafat so that the world 
should at no time be 
deprived of the blessings 
of the nubuwwat.

T H E  P R O M I S E D  M E S S I A H A S  W R I T E S :

S H A H A D AT - U L - Q U R ’ A N ,  P.  3 5 3

[English translation taken from Nabuwwat & 
Khilafat (Prophethood & its Successorship), p. 29]
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Hina Ahmedi

From the Editor...
As Ahmadi Muslims we are extremely blessed to have accepted the 
Promised Messiah (Peace be upon him), and to be united under the 
umbrella of Khilafat. It is the force of one supreme leader, and the special 
guidance we receive through him that has enabled us to uphold the true 
teachings of Islam. In particular during these tumultuous times when the 
world is overcome with a dangerous pandemic and when man’s injustice 
towards one another is causing worldwide unrest, the unwavering 
guidance of our beloved Hazur, Hazrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad, Khalifatul 
Masih V (May Allah be his Helper) has ensured members of the Jama’at 
have been able to remain calm to know exactly the best way to respond 
to these situations. 

In his recent Friday Sermon delivered on 24th May, 2019  our beloved 
Hazuraba stated:

“Obedience is the pre-condition of Khilafat, obedience is the lifeline of 
the moral and spiritual existence of the believers and striving to excel in 
the standard of obedience is extremely important for a believer.”

In a recent incident from the ‘Personal Account of Abid Khan Sahib’ the 
following was mentioned: 

During a mulaqat Abid Sahib said to Hazuraba: “Hazur, the world and the 
current circumstances are extremely strange.” Responding in the most 
beautiful way, Hazuraba said: “Then attach yourself to Allah, this is the only 
solution, this is the only way.”

May Allah the Almighty enable us to follow this advice of beloved Hazur-
e-Aqdasaba. Ameen.

In this Issue our readers can enjoy reading articles written by our 
Waaqifeen including ‘Being Waqf and Understanding your Purpose’, 
‘Spain’s Islamic Legacy’, as well as a feature finding out how our Waqfe 
Nau have been spending their time during lockdown!

ENGLISH EDITOR

Special thanks to Zara Tahir Ahmad for her contribution to the design setting in this issue 

of Maryam Magazine.
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Translation:

And they ask thee about Dhu’l Qarnain. Say, ‘I will certainly recite to you 
something of his story.’  We established him in the earth and gave him 
the means to accomplish everything. Then he followed a certain way. 

Until, when he reached the setting of the sun, he found it setting in a pool 
of murky water, and near it he found a people. We said, ‘O Dhu’l Qarnain, 
either punish them, or treat them with kindness.’ He said, ‘As for him who 
does wrong, we shall certainly punish him; then shall he be brought back 
to his Lord, Who will punish him with a dreadful punishment.’ But as for 
him who believes and acts righteously, he will have a good reward, and 
We shall speak to him easy words of Our command. (English translation by 

Hazrat Maulvi Sher Ali sahibra)

The Holy 
Qur’anققرراآٓنن  جمجمییدد  

  

ْ َْْكُْلۡونَْئََْوَیس  ۡکًراْيَعۡنْذ  ۡنُہْذ  ُْْؕقۡلَْسَاۡتُلۡواَْعَلۡیُکۡمْم   اَْلٗہْْاۡلَقۡرَنۡین  نَّ اَْمکَّ نَّ ا 

ْْيفْ  ْش َ ُْکل   ۡن ْم  ٰاَتۡیٰنُہ َْو َْسَبًبايْۡاۡۡلَۡرض  َْسَبًباٍْء َاۡتَبَع
َ
َْبَلَغْْف َذا ْا  ی

َحت ّٰۤ
َْوَجَدْ ۡمس  ۡنَدْْيفْ اَْتۡغُرُبَْهَْمۡغر َبْالشَّ َوَجَدْع  َئٍۃْوَّ ُْقۡلَناْهَعۡیٍنَْحم  اَْقۡوًماْؕ

یْۡ ْف  َذ خ 
َْتتَّ َْاۡن اّٰۤ مَّ َبَْوا   

ُْتَعذ  َْاۡن اّٰۤ مَّ ْا  ْاۡلَقۡرَنۡین  ُْحۡسًناھٰیَذا َْمۡنْْۡم ا َْامَّ َقاَل
ۡکًرا ُبٗہَْعَذاًباْنُّ  

ُیَعذ 
َ
ٖہْف  

ٰلیَْرب  ْا  ُْیَردُّ ُبٗہُْثمَّ  
ُْنَعذ 

َ
َسۡوف

َ
اَْمۡنْٰاَمَنَْْظَلَمْف َوَامَّ

َلٗہْ
َ
ًحاْف َلَْصال  َوَعم 

ْءََْجَزاْ  َناُْیۡسًراُحۡسٰنیْۚاۡلْن  ۡنَْاۡمر  َْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْْوَسَنُقۡوُلَْلٗہْم 
  ((8899  --8844::    فالکھْسورۃ)   

  

ہمجہمج::   ی رترت َ  
ی

ن ےس ذوارقل ہ ھجت  ور و ل رکےت ںیہ۔ا ںیم وسا ںیم رضور اس اک ھچک ذرک مت   ےک ابرہ  ے ہک  ہہک د

ڑپوھں  ےس رہ مسق ےک اکومں ےک واسلئ اطع ےئک رپ  ور اُ یھت ا اگ۔مہ ےن ًانیقیاُےس زنیم  ںیم تنکمت یشخب 

ہ وسرج ےک رغوب وہےن یک ہگج کت اچنہپاُس  بج و ڑپا۔اہیں کت ہک  ہ اکی رےتس رپ لچ  ےھت۔سپ و

ور اس ےک اپس یہ اکی وقم وک اپای۔مہ اھکیا ںیم رغوب وہےت د ر ڑچیک ےک عبنم   ےن اہک ےن اُےس اکی دبوبدا

ی  َ  
ی

ے ذوارقلن ںیم ااھچ روہی اایتخر رک۔اس ےن اہک سج ا ور اچےہ وت ان ےک اعمہلم   اچےہ وت ذعاب دے ا

و۔ےس رضور ذعاب دںی ےگےن یھب ملظ ایک مہ اُ ہ اےنپ رّب یک رطف ل  ور رھپو ہ اےُس )ا ور و اجےئ اگا اٹای 

ور ایھب( زایدہ تخس ذعاب  الای ا ہ وجاامین  ور و ا ے اگ۔ کین لمعد ےئل زجاےئکوت ا س ےن  وطر س ےک  ےک 

ور مہ اس ےک ےئل اےنپ مکح ےس آاسین اک ہلصیف اصدر رک ںی ےگ۔ رپ رسارس الھبیئ   وہیگ ا
 

اصاصبحبح) زز  رضحرضحتت    رمرمززاا  اطاطرہرہ  اادمحدمح   ٰیلٰیل�� رترتہمجہمج  اا رلرلااعبعب  ررہمحہمح  ااہللہلل  اعتاعت  (  ااحیسملحیسمل  اا
 

(Surah Al-Kahf: vs.84-89) 



Translation: 

Narrated by Hazrat Alira:

The Holy Prophetsaw said: A man called al-Harith ibn Harrath will 
come forth from Ma Wara an-Nahr. He will be led by a man called 
Mansur who will establish or consolidate things for Muhammad’s 

family, as Quraish consolidated them for the Messenger of Allahsaw. 
Every believer must help him, or respond to his call.

(Abu Dawud, Kitab Al-Mahdi) 

Hadith: A Saying of 
The Holy Prophet

(May Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon Him)

 ملسو هيلع هللا ىلصدحثی ایبنل

 
َي للاه  ي   َعْن َعل   و َرض   ى للاه  َعْنهه َيقه يُّ َصلَّ ب 

َم له َقاَل النَّ ٌل  : َعَلْيه  َوَسلَّ َيْخرهجه َرجه
َقاله َلهه  ٌل يه ه  َرجه َمت   

َقد   اْلَحار ثه ْبنه َحرَّاث  َعَلى مه
َقاله َلهه ْهر  يه

ْن َوَراء  النَّ م 
د  َكَما مَ  َحمَّ ل  مه نه ِل   

َمك  ْو يه
َ
ئه أ  

َوط  وٌر يه ى َمْنصه ول  للا  َصلَّ َرسه َرْيٌش ل  َنْت قه كَّ
َم َوَجَب َعَلى كه للاه  هه  َعَلْيه  َوَسلَّ َجاَبته ْو َقاَل إ 

َ
هه أ ن  َنْصره ْؤم   .ل   مه

دد   ((ہہددییککتتاابب  ااململ  ،،))ااببوو  ددااؤؤ
  

ںیہ ہک آرضحنت                              رترتہمجہمج:: یلعؓ ایبن رکےت  العہق ےس اکی صخش امورا ء  ےن رفامای:ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص رضحت   ےسج ےلكن اگارہنلےک 

ہ آِل دمحمؐ اکآےگ اکی صخش  وہ اگ سج  اےکس اجات وہ اگنب ّرحاث ےک بقل ےس اکپرا احرث  وصنمر وہ اگ۔و م  ےک ےئل  ان

وک تنکمت احلص وہیئ۔رہ ومنم رپ ملسو هيلع هللا ىلصتنکمت احلص رکےن اک ذرہعی وہاگ۔سج رطح رقشی ےک ذرہعی روسل اہلل

رفض ےہ۔ رصنتاس یک   رکان ای اُس یک اکپر اک وجاب دانی 
 



Writings of the 
Promised Messiahas

Q U R ’A N I C  P R O P H E C I E S  R E G A R D I N G 
D H U L Q A R N A I N  A N D  T H E  P R O M I S E D  M E S S I A H A S

“The Holy Qur’an is not a book of old stories. Every event mentioned in it is a prophecy, 
and the story of Dhulqarnain contains the prophecy about the time of the Promised 

Messiahas. The Holy Qur’an says: 

(Surah Al-Kahf, 18:84)

‘They enquire from thee about Dhulqarnain. Tell them that for 
the moment I shall relate to only you a little about him.’ 

Then it says:

(Surah Al-Kahf, 18:85)

Writings of the Promised Messiahas 

 

Qur’anic Prophecies regarding Dhulqarnain and the 
Promised Messiahas 

 

“The Holy Qur’an is not a book of old stories. Every event mentioned in it is a 
prophecy, and the story of Dhulqarnain contains the prophecy about the time of the 
Promised Messiahas. The Holy Qur’an says:  

ْكًرا ْنُہ ذِّ ی اْلقَْرنَْینِّ  ط  قُْل سَ اَتْلُوْ َعلَیْ ُكمْ  م ِّ  َو یَْسـ  لُوْ نََک َعنْ  ذِّ

(Surah Al-Kahf, 18:84) 

‘They enquire from thee about Dhulqarnain. Tell them that for the moment I shall 
relate to only you a little about him.’  

Then it says: 

نْ  ُكل ِّ َشیْ ٍء َسبَبًا   ۔ اِّنَّا َمکَّنَّا لَٗہ فِّی اْْلَْرضِّ َوٰاتَیْ ٰنُہ مِّ
(Surah Al-Kahf, 18:85) 

‘We shall establish him on earth, i.e., the Promised Messiah, who will also be known 
as Dhulqarnain, in such a way that no one will be able to harm him; and We shall 
provide him with all the means for achieving his purpose and shall make everything 
easy and plain for him.’” 

[Brahin-e-Ahmadiyya, part V, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 21, pp. 118,119] 
(The Essence of Islam, p. 295) 
 
“That is, ‘Dhulqarnain (the Promised Messiah who will be equipped with every 
means) shall follow another path, (i.e., he will observe the state of the people of the 
East) and will discover a people at the place of the rising of the sun of truth who will 
be so ignorant that they will have no means of protecting themselves from the glare 
of the sun (i.e., they will be scorched by the heat generated by their adherence to the 
letter and their extremism), and they will be unaware of the truth. Dhulqarnain (the 
Promised Messiah) will have all the means of true peace and happiness of which We 
are aware, but the people will not accept them. They will have no shelter against the 
glare of their extremism—neither houses, nor shady trees nor suitable clothes to 
protect them from the heat. In this way the rising sun of truth will bring about their 
ruin.’” 
 

Writings of the Promised Messiahas 

 

Qur’anic Prophecies regarding Dhulqarnain and the 
Promised Messiahas 

 

“The Holy Qur’an is not a book of old stories. Every event mentioned in it is a 
prophecy, and the story of Dhulqarnain contains the prophecy about the time of the 
Promised Messiahas. The Holy Qur’an says:  

ْكًرا ْنُہ ذِّ ی اْلقَْرنَْینِّ  ط  قُْل سَ اَتْلُوْ َعلَیْ ُكمْ  م ِّ  َو یَْسـ  لُوْ نََک َعنْ  ذِّ

(Surah Al-Kahf, 18:84) 

‘They enquire from thee about Dhulqarnain. Tell them that for the moment I shall 
relate to only you a little about him.’  

Then it says: 

نْ  ُكل ِّ َشیْ ٍء َسبَبًا   ۔ اِّنَّا َمکَّنَّا لَٗہ فِّی اْْلَْرضِّ َوٰاتَیْ ٰنُہ مِّ
(Surah Al-Kahf, 18:85) 

‘We shall establish him on earth, i.e., the Promised Messiah, who will also be known 
as Dhulqarnain, in such a way that no one will be able to harm him; and We shall 
provide him with all the means for achieving his purpose and shall make everything 
easy and plain for him.’” 

[Brahin-e-Ahmadiyya, part V, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 21, pp. 118,119] 
(The Essence of Islam, p. 295) 
 
“That is, ‘Dhulqarnain (the Promised Messiah who will be equipped with every 
means) shall follow another path, (i.e., he will observe the state of the people of the 
East) and will discover a people at the place of the rising of the sun of truth who will 
be so ignorant that they will have no means of protecting themselves from the glare 
of the sun (i.e., they will be scorched by the heat generated by their adherence to the 
letter and their extremism), and they will be unaware of the truth. Dhulqarnain (the 
Promised Messiah) will have all the means of true peace and happiness of which We 
are aware, but the people will not accept them. They will have no shelter against the 
glare of their extremism—neither houses, nor shady trees nor suitable clothes to 
protect them from the heat. In this way the rising sun of truth will bring about their 
ruin.’” 
 



‘We shall establish him on earth, i.e., the Promised Messiah, who will also be 
known as Dhulqarnain, in such a way that no one will be able to harm him; 

and We shall provide him with all the means for achieving his purpose 
and shall make everything easy and plain for him.’”

[Brahin-e-Ahmadiyya, part V, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 21, pp. 118,119]
(The Essence of Islam, volume III, p.295)

“That is, ‘Dhulqarnain (the Promised Messiah who will be equipped with every means) shall follow 
another path, (i.e., he will observe the state of the people of the East) and will discover a people at the 
place of the rising of the sun of truth who will be so ignorant that they will have no means of protecting 

themselves from the glare of the sun (i.e., they will be scorched by the heat generated by their 
adherence to the letter and their extremism), and they will be unaware of the truth. Dhulqarnain (the 
Promised Messiah) will have all the means of true peace and happiness of which We are aware, but 

the people will not accept them. They will have no shelter against the glare of their extremism—neither 
houses, nor shady trees nor suitable clothes to protect them from the heat. In this way the rising sun of 

truth will bring about their ruin.’”

[Brahin-e-Ahmadiyya, part V, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 21, p.121] 
(The Essence of Islam, volume III, p.298)

“God Almighty says, in the form of a metaphor, that the Promised Messiah, or Dhulqarnain, will 
encounter two nations in the course of his journey. First, he will find a nation sitting in the dark 

alongside a foul-smelling pool of water that is not fit to drink, and is so full of stinking mud that it can 
hardly be called water. This metaphor refers to the Christians who are in the dark and have turned the 
Messianic spring into a pool of stinking mud due to their misdeeds. In the second part of his journey, 

the Promised Messiah, or Dhulqarnain, comes upon a people sitting directly under the blazing sun 
with no shelter. Though they do not partake of the light of the sun, its heat scorches their bodies and 
darkens their skins. These are the Muslims, who, despite being blessed with the sun of Divine Unity—
Tauhid—have not derived any real benefit from it, and have only been scorched by its blaze. In other 
words, they have lost the true beauty and true moral qualities of faith and have instead partaken of 

bigotry, malice, fierceness and barbarity. 

Thus, God Almighty has indicated that the Promised Messiah, who is Dhulqarnain, will appear at a time 
when the Christians will be in darkness, and stinking mud— which is hama’ in Arabic—will be their lot, 

and the Muslims will have only a superficial belief in the Unity of God, and will suffer from the sunburns 
of bigotry and barbarity, with no spiritual values left intact. Then, the Messiah, who is Dhulqarnain, will 
come across a third people who will be suffering at the hands of Gog and Magog. These people will 

be deeply religious and pious by nature, and will seek the help of Dhulqarnain (the Promised Messiah) 
against the aggression of Gog and Magog. He will erect a bright rampart for them, i.e., he will teach 

them strong arguments in support of Islam which will finally repulse the attacks of Gog and Magog. He 
will wipe their tears, help them in every way and will stand by them. These are the people who accept 
me. This is a grand prophecy which tells about my advent, my time and my Jama‘at. Blessed is he who 
reads these prophecies with care. The Holy Qur’an contains many prophecies of this kind whereby it 

speaks about someone in the past, but its purpose is to give news about the future.”

[Lecture Lahore, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 20, pp. 19]
(Lecture Lahore, pp. 66-67)
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His  Mother’s  Demise



Oh My Caring Allah, The Lord of Bilal 

I know You are Al- Ahad, The One 

Yet everything else is in pairs 

My eyes, my nose, my ears  

 

I am a curious girl with so many questions! 

Who was there before you? Who will be after? 

Al Awwal, Al Aakhir has given me the answer 

Thank you, Al -Mujeeb, The Responder of questions & prayers  

 

You have always been there and You will always remain  

If the sun explodes  

Or the moon is no more  

You will always be there,  

The Awwal, the Aakhir  

 

Al Wali 

I have lots of friends but You are my favourite of all 

The One I try to please; The One I respect the most 

 

Al Khaliq  

You created me and my world 

I am grateful for You & Your work 

 

Al Aleem  



You know all my secrets  

Nothing can remain hidden from You 

Whether I say it in my head or my heart 

You are Al Aleem: the All Knowing is You 

 

Al Muhaymin 

You protect us always  

You protected the Prophet  

from all harm, pain and enemies  

Without your protection, the world is not safe  

 

Al Afw  

You are All Forgiving 

How many mistakes do I make in a day? 

Did I forget to pray? 

I will try not to do it today 

 

You are Al Baseer  

You see every step I take, good or bad 

It might scare me, but then I remember  

You are al Hakeem  

You are my judge  

You show mercy 

Ar Rahman, Ar Raheem 

 

Zainab Jahanara Rehman 

 



Golden sandstone buildings, fresh Spanish orange juice in abundance and sunshine galore! 
There is something so intrinsically astonishing about the Spanish culture. This charming 
country, ranked second on the World Tourism Organization’s list of most visited countries 
in the world, with its number of international visitors amounting to over 80 million in 2018.1  

However, there is so much more to Spanish culture than the laid-back lifestyle on offer to 
visitors. The enchanting art and architecture found in the Grand Mosque of Cordoba and 
Alhambra Palace radiate the rich history of Islamic civilisation in Spain. These indelible 
stamps that the Islamic Empire left in Medieval Spain are viewed now as prized ornaments 
of the world, thus attracting flocks of visitors for many years. But first, we shall take a look 
at the inception of Al-Andalus. How did Muslims end up here in the first place?

HISTORY AND THE CONQUEST

Spain was under Islamic rule for around 800 years between 711 to 1492. Al-Andalus was 
the name given by the Muslims who ruled the Iberian Peninsula at the time, consisting 
mainly of the South-Western regions of Spain and Portugal. 

The Islamic conquest of Spain is considered one of the greatest conquests in history. In a 
mere 100 years, Islam had spread from one small city to over 3 different continents. The 
very origins of Islam date all the way back to the early 7th Century with the preaching of the 
message of Islam by the Holy Prophet Muhammadsaw in Arabia. Despite initial opposition 
and suffering severe hardships at the hands of non-Muslims, the Holy Prophetsaw 
conquered the hearts of many and reclaimed Mecca in the year 630. Thereafter, the Holy  

Spain’s Islamic Legacy
By Munazza Khan

1 Statista, Number of international tourists arriving in Spain in 2019, 2020. Available at: 
https://www.statista.com/statistics/447683/foreign-tourists-visiting-spain-by-country-of-residence/. (Accessed 06/07/2020)



Prophetsaw along with his Muslim followers began spreading the message of Islam and 
soon the message had been accepted across the Arab peninsula. 

By the time of Hazrat Umar ibn al-Khattab’sra caliphate, Muslim troops had taken over 
Egypt and Libya. Islam had reached North Africa (Tunisia, Libya, Morocco and Algeria) 
during the reign of the third khalifa, Hazrat Uthman ibn Affanra. 

Islam arrived in Spain in 711 A.D. Under the orders of the Umayyad Caliph Al-Walid I, 
Muslim commander Tariq ibn Ziyyad led a large army from the north coast of Morocco, 
combining his troops at a large hill now known as Gibraltar, derived from the Arabic 
name Jabal Tāriq (طارق  meaning “mountain of Tariq,” named after him. With his ,(جبل 
12,000 troops he advanced to conquer Spain against the Christian ruler Roderick and his 
army of 100,000. Roderick was killed in the battle and Tariq bin Ziyyad claimed victory 
over Spain. His aim was to propagate Islam and bring the message of peace to Europe.

Upon seeing the enemy advancing, Tariq ibn Ziyyad courageously burnt his boats and 
addressed his troops:

“Oh my warriors, whither would you flee? Behind you 
is the sea, before you, the enemy. You have left now 
only the hope of your courage and your constancy… 
Remember that if you suffer a few moments in 
patience, you will afterward enjoy supreme delight… 
The one fruit which he desires to obtain from your 
bravery is that the word of God shall be exalted in this 
country, and that the true religion shall be established 
here. The spoils will belong to yourselves.” 2 

This boosting of morale was the result of a dream 
in which Tariq ibn Ziyyad saw the Holy Prophetsaw 

encouraging him to advance forward.

2 Charles F. Horne, ed., The Sacred Books and Early Literature of the East, (New York: Parke, Austin, & Lipscomb, 1917), Vol. VI: 
Medieval Arabia, pp. 241-242.

RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE

Encapsulated in the Andalusian era is the significant fact that the Iberian Peninsula was 
a relatively peaceful place of coexistence for the main religious denominations. It was a 
predominantly Muslim society that accepted the three other monotheistic communities, 
letting them freely practice their religion. Muslims, Jews and Christians lived side by 
side. It was a time when religion and state were not divided, but were in fact united.

What was truly remarkable was that it was the only place in the whole of Europe that 
harmoniously shared a common culture, a state that many of us yearn for in these modern 
tumultuous times. The Spanish refer to this state by the phrase ‘Conde Vencia’ which 
means living together.  



According to the Islamic scholar Jacques 
Berque, one of the most harmonious 
communities in Europe was Al-Andalus. 
Juan Goytisolo, a Spanish writer, on 
the other hand writes: “We suffer from 
historical amnesia,” implying that they 
have no such memory of this tolerant era.

Author Fernandez-Morera denotes the 
notion that Al-Andalus was a halcyon 
period of religious harmony that can be a 
model for the current relations between 
Abrahamic faiths.3  

Though historians agree to differ in their 
views about the level of tolerance, what they 
often overlook is the fact that the arrival of 
Islam relieved the oppression of Spanish 
citizens at the hands of the Christian ruler 
Roderick and the significant changes to 
society it bought. 

THE GOLDEN ERA

Many Christians in Spain assimilated parts 
of the Muslim culture. Some learned Arabic, 
some adopted the same clothes as their rulers 
(some Christian women even started wearing 
the veil); some took Arabic names. Christians 
who did this were known as Mozarabs.4  

One of the many achievements of this 
extraordinary time was that Al-Andalus 
flourished as a place of learning in the arts. 
Muslims and non-Muslims contributed 
towards establishing libraries, colleges and 
public baths. It was a time when literature, 
poetry and architecture grew luxuriantly. 
Medicine, law, and philosophy all have roots in 
Andalusia with enduring legacies to this day.

³ Dario Fernandez - Morera, The Myth of the Andalusian Paradise: Muslims, Christians, and Jews under Islamic Rule in Medieval Spain, 2016
   https://www.amazon.com/gp/customer-reviews/R2BSY9ZUY1IIGV/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_viewpnt?ie=UTF8&ASIN=1610170954#R2BSY9ZUY1IIGV
4  Muslim Spain (711-1492), BBC Archives, 2009. Available at: https://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/history/spain_1.shtml
5 Documentary: Huzur’s tour of Spain 2013, MTA International
6 Lisan al-Din Ibn al-Khatib, the Double Vizier, (1313-74), as quoted in Beyond Love, Ikram Masmoudi, p.1 (accessed on Google Books, 06/07/2020)
7 Jacques Berque, Collège de France, as cited in Fes Forum, Day Four: The Memory of Andalusia: Development through Culture, Katherine Marshall, 
2013 (Available at: https://berkleycenter.georgetown.edu/essays/fes-forum-day-four-the-memory-of-andalusia-development-through-culture)

THE FALL OF ISLAMIC SPAIN

The Islamic Empire in Spain began 
crumbling due to tensions arising between 
Muslims and Christians and eventually the 
Muslim Empire was defeated and punished 
by 1492. It was a turbulent time for 
Muslims. Researchers have narrated that 
Muslim children were separated from their 
parents and forced to live with Christian 
families to adopt their ways. Families were 
forced to convert to Christianity, settle in 
Valencia or be driven out of the land.5

A famous poet and one of the greatest 
writers and statesmen of Muslim Spain 
writes a memory of this time while serving 
time in prison for heresy in 1374: “Great 
and powerful we were, wretched we have 
become; Yesterday we used to feast, today 
we are feasted upon.” Ibn al-Khatib.6 

HOPE

In search of the Golden Era of Al-Andalus, 
professor Jacques Berque comments: “I look 
to the spirit of Andalusia to keep faith alive 
within ourselves, drawing both on its heaps of 
rubble and the hopes we must never let go.” 7 

One day Islam was to make a return to 
this magnificent region with such force 
that the Islamic faith would be revived. 
Remarkably, it was through the efforts of 
the Ahmadiyya Community, guided by the 
institution of Khilafat that sowed the seeds 
for Islam’s eventual return.

The pioneer missionary, Maulana Karam 
Illahi Zafar sahib was sent to Spain by 



Hazrat Khalifatul-Masih IIra to re-establish 
Islam. Through humble steps, Karam Illahi 
sahib diligently conveyed the message 
of Islam Ahmadiyya to the Spanish 
population against the backdrop of civil 
unrest and intolerance towards Islam in 
the predominantly Catholic society. 

After years of dedicated service, he was 
tasked with finding a suitable location 
for the construction of a mosque and on 
October 9, 1980 the foundation stone for the 
Basharat Mosque in Pedro Abad was laid by 
Hazrat Khalifatul-Masih IIIrh. The historic 
inauguration of the mosque took place on 
September 10, 1982 under the auspices of 
Hazrat Khalifatul-Masih IVrh, marking the 
opening of the first purpose-built mosque in 
Spain since the end of the 15th century.

More recently, in 2013 our beloved 
Hazur, Hazrat Khalifatul-Masih Vaba had 
the pleasure of visiting Spain. Hazuraba 
instructed the Azaan to be called. It 
echoed deep into the valleys of Valencia, 
where Islam once prevailed. Thus, the 
fulfilment of the proclamation of Allah to 
the Promised Messiahas “I shall cause thy 

message to reach the corners of the earth,”8 
was once again being witnessed and “the 
word of God'' was being exalted. 

Hazuraba graciously inaugurated the Baitur 
Rehman Mosque in Valencia and assured the 
Spanish people that the new mosque would 
be a source of peace and compassion. The 
mosque would foster a spirit of togetherness 
and unity within the society.” 

“Whoever comes here with pious intentions, 
be it a muslim or non-muslims, will have the 
doors of the mosque always open to them.”9

After witnessing the warm welcome of 
locals and the Mayor of Valencia, Hazuraba 
concluded that he was confident that 
Muslims will always be welcomed in Spain 
whole-heartedly. InshAllah may the words 
of our Khalifa be blessed and may Spain 
rise again to splendour and sophistication 
by regaining its legacy of being the cultural 
bridge between the different religions of 
the world due to Islamic teachings. May the 
political leaders of today’s fractured world 
benefit from the lessons of the golden era 
of Andalusia.

(Basharat Mosque, Pedro Abad, Cordoba, Spain)

8 See footnote 2
9 See footnote 5



The Servants of God 
Ultimately Triumph

The following is an excerpt taken from one of the Friday Sermons delivered by 
Hazrat Hakim Maulvi Noorudin Sahib, Khalifatul Masih Ira

Look! There was nothing so magnetic in the language or attire, site or surrounding, 
habit or custom, character or conduct of the residents of Qadian as to attract and draw 
to it people from distant climes like moths to a lamp. Never so! In fact, in our view, 
Qadian was a desolate and barren valley. In the other such valley (area around Mecca) 
at least the Arabic language had reached its zenith. But here in Qadian, even this 
attraction was non-existent. In the first there was a clannish homogeneity which was in 
itself a strength and advantage. This also was totally lacking here in Qadian.

Here only a sweet and melodious voice was raised by a singly chosen individual, on Here only a sweet and melodious voice was raised by a singly chosen individual, on 
promise of succour and support from the Almighty, to give prominent priority to matters 
of faith over worldly considerations. You heard this voice and responded and accepted 
it.

Allah theAllah the Almighty who is also “Rabbul-Aalameen”, had made it a rule that, in 
beginning, only the poor and ordinary joined the Prophets and Messengers. While, as 
those who were called great and elite conjoined to oppose. They pooled up all their 
strategy and strength to obliterate and annihilate the chosen ones. But they, in the end, 
met their retribution and were levelled down. The men of God, with Allah’s help and 
support, became ultimately triumph. This took place just to show that God’s people 
were not indebted to anyone else. They became simply a manifestation of Allah’s 
Benevolence, grace and might so that the faith of the weak chosen ones got Benevolence, grace and might so that the faith of the weak chosen ones got 
strengthened and they, in sheer gratitude and thanks-giving sang Hosannas in praise of 
the Almighty.

(Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Ira, Khutbaat-e-Noor, Vol 2, pg. 214-216)



Dr Aisha Shah

By the Grace of Allah, as most of those 
reading this piece, I was born into being 
a Waqf-e-Nau. My parents had decided 
that they would say labaik to the request 
of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IVrh and dedicate 
their unborn child to the service of the faith.  

Throughout my life, it was impressed upon 
me that this was something that I should 
consider at each stage, and my mother was 
often to comment that I was the loaned 
property of the Jama’at. 
 
With this is mind, when it came to major 
life decisions or points of choice, I ensured 
that our beloved Khalifa of the time was 
consulted.  At the time of my GCSEs, when 
picking A-levels, I spoke to our Beloved 
Hazur, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Vaba about the 
choices that were open to me.  Due to my 
own interests and academic achievements, 
I was guided towards medicine. This is 
the field that beloved Hazuraba has often 
guided female waqf towards, along with 
teaching and research. With this goal in 
mind, I set myself to the task of ensuring I 
completed all the requirements to ensure 

that I achieved the purpose that I had been 
encouraged to achieve.

Generally, at GCSE level it is expected that 
you achieve high grades, and depending 
on the university that you are applying to 
you will need a certain number of As and A*s 
to be considered for the course primarily.  
It is a requirement of most medical schools 
that you will need a minimum of a B in 
English at GCSE. 

Traditionally there are three routes into 
medicine.  You can either apply to study 
medicine directly from A-levels if you have 
done the relevant subjects at this time, 
or you can follow two different routes at 
university stage. If applying at the A-level 
stage, the subjects required are normally 
the mix of two sciences (chemistry is a 
fixed requirement) and one non-science 
subject and a good grade at AS-level that 
shows that you are ‘well rounded.’  These 
grades are dependent on the minimum 
requirements of the medical school that 
you are applying to, but normally entry 
grades tend to be A*/A.

BEING WAQF AND 
UNDERSTANDING 
YOUR PURPOSE



and university, this would be the place to 
let the admissions panel know about it.  

If you are able to achieve all of these things 
and are fortunate enough to be invited to 
attend an interview then you will no doubt be 
asked a variety of questions by the interview 
panel.  These sorts of questions vary greatly 
depending on the university and medical 
school that you are applying to, so it is always 
good to have a more specific understanding 
of what the particular school is looking for.  
Doing a bit of homework on the medical 
school and its local area is always beneficial 
to do as it shows further commitment and 
understanding of what you are applying for.
  
All of this is by no means a simple task, 
however the places that you apply to are 
quite explicit in what they are looking for; 
therefore ensure that you have spoken to 
those who have applied recently in order to 
gain an understanding of current preferences 
and attitudes held by the medical schools.

With the blessings of Khilafat, blessings of 
being a waqf-e-nau and ultimately the grace 
of Allah, I went on to surpass the grades 
that were needed in order to accept an offer 
to study medicine in London.  I began my 
studies and soon became subsumed by 
the content and intensity of the course and 
living away from home for the first time.  
During my second year at university, I found 
that I was travelling home a lot more often 
due to parental health and the challenges 
that this posed became more pronounced.  
Once again, it was beloved Hazuraba whom 
I consulted about what I could do in order 
to make the situation easier.  Our beloved 
Khalifa, in his wisdom, suggested that I 
should try and transfer back to my home 
city in order to complete my degree.  When 
I asked colleagues and others who had 
completed their degrees about transferring 
Universities, they had never heard of this 
being an option. The only such circumstance 

At the post-A-level stage it is possible to 
pursue medicine via two other route: you 
can either apply for an access course or 
alternative year that leads onto you being 
able to apply or start a medical degree the 
following year; or you can apply after any 
undergraduate degree in which you have 
obtained a 2:1 classification and above, 
either to a 5 year undergraduate medical 
school degree or a 4 year graduate medicine 
degree.  These are available at different 
universities across the UK.  The access 
course or year generally expects you to have 
achieved a good set of grades at A-level 
but not necessarily in the relevant subjects 
that most medical schools like to see.  This 
access year will give you the foundations in 
the three major science subjects to be able 
to undertake the medical course.  

The above is also all dependent on what 
scores you achieve in the entry exam that 
you have to undertake. The two common 
entry exams are the UKCAT – an exam 
that tests overall intelligence and ethical 
approaches and the BMAT that is more 
structured to a traditional exam in sciences 
and arts with questions and essays.  If you 
are applying for graduate medicine you will 
be undertaking the GAMSAT – this exam 
can test you on anything from physics to 
philosophy so it is always useful to seek 
advice from those who have been successful 
previously if you undertake this route.

Alongside all of these application pre-
requisites, in order to be considered, it is 
also desired that the person who is applying 
shows that they are well rounded and have 
more to their application than just high 
grades.  A personal statement is required 
to be written in which the applicant must 
demonstrate a commitment to medicine, 
an interest in a variety of extracurricular 
activities, desirable qualities and pursuits 
outside of academia. If you have any notable 
achievements during your time at school 



was when certain universities sent their 
students to other universities for their clinical 
years.  Undeterred, I decided to take our 
beloved Hazur’saba advice and as well as 
studying for summative exams at the end of 
second year, I was petitioning my hometown 
medical school in order to allow a transfer. 

Against all roadblocks and impediments 
that came in the way, I managed to get 
an informal interview with two of the 
undergraduate deans of the medical school.  
They went on to reject my request and I 
was dismayed.  I thought that maybe I had 
reached the end of the road and I should 
accept defeat.  But I was reminded of what 
our beloved Khalifaaba had advised me to take 
this course in a mulaqat. With this in mind, 
I once again asked for my transfer request 
to be accepted and I had the unwavering 
support of my undergraduate tutors at my 
previous university.  With the grace of Allah 
and the guidance of the Khalifa of our time 
again, I achieved something that many 
had said would either be impossible or too 
difficult to even attempt.  

During my time at University, I tried to take 
advantage of any opportunity that came my 
way.  Due to Hazur’saba ongoing urging for 
more of the Ahmadi youth, and in particular 
Waqf-e-Nau, to undertake research, I 
undertook and completed a BMedSci and 
obtained a First-Class Honours degree as a 
result, alongside my medical degree.  The 
research that I did during that year continues 
to be something that was built upon within 
the unit, and they have even trialled some of 
this work further.  Because of what happened 
during the year of research, there was even 
the possibility to undertake a PhD within the 
department that I predominantly worked in.  
Once again, these opportunities, blessings 
and achievements would not have been 

possible were it not for the guidance of the 
Khalifa of the time and attempting to fulfil 
the duties of a Waqf-e-Nau.  

When I started working as a doctor, at 
each stage where decisions were needed, 
I continued to seek guidance from our 
beloved Hazuraba about my career as well as 
my personal life choices that would impact 
on my ability to be able to serve the Jama’at 
within an intended role. 
 
As a result of being mindful of this 
commitment to both the Jama’at, the Khalifa 
of the time and ultimately Allah; I can say 
confidently that I have experienced first-hand 
that hurdles are cleared from one’s path and 
things become easier.  It is always important 
to be aware of the intention behind every 
action that you do; as the hadith says, ‘deeds 
are judged by motives.’

We are blessed that we have the institution 
of Khilafat and that we have been born and 
raised as Waqf-e-Nau. These blessings 
should not be taken lightly and we should 
live by the adage that ‘we hear and we 
obey.’ Keeping this in mind whenever an 
important decision comes into your life, it 
is important that we both inform and seek 
advice from our beloved Hazuraba.  These 
decisions or pieces of advice will ensure 
that you are always correctly guided and 
that Allah the Almighty will bless these 
decisions and make things easy – the 
impossible becomes possible. This not 
only with the nature of waqf, but also in 
the nature of commitment to the Jama’at.

I hope and pray that we may all continue to 
be loyal and useful servants to the Jama’at 
and that we are positive proponents for the 
propagation of the true Islam, Ahmadiyyat, 
InshaAllah. Ameen



HISTORIC FIRST 
ADDRESS OF 

HAZRAT MIRZA BASHIRUDDIN 
MAHMUD AHMADRA 

AFTER KHILAFAT

Following is an excerpt from the first address by Hazrat 
Musleh Maud’sra  after being elected as the second 
Khalifah of the Promised Messiahas  on 14th March 1914.

Listen!  
My dear friends! It is my absolute conviction that God is 
One and has no partner.  

My dear ones! Thereafter, I firmly believe that the Prophet 
Muhammadsaw is the Messenger of Allah and Khatam-ul-
Anbiya [the Seal of the Prophets]. I believe that no one can 
now appear after him who can abrogate or change even 
an iota from the Shariah [Islamic Law] he has given us. 

My dear ones! The grandeur of my beloved Master, 
the Chief of the Prophetssaw, is so lofty that a person 
who shows complete obedience and devotion in his 
servitude to him can attain the rank of prophethood. It 
is the truth that the Holy Prophetsaw alone has the stature 
and honour whereby a person can attain prophethood 
through perfect subservience to him. This is my faith, 
and I say it with complete certainty. 

This is followed by my firm belief that the Holy Qur’an 
is that beautiful book which was revealed to the Holy 
Prophetsaw, and that it is the Khatam-ul-Kutub (the Seal 
of the Books) and contains the Khatam-ul-Shariah (the 
final and perfect Shariah).  

I then firmly believe that the Promised Messiahas is that 
very prophet whose advent was foretold in [the tradition 
of Sahih] Muslim and he is the Imam who was prophesied 



in (Sahih) Bukhari. I say once again that not a single 
part of the Shariah of Islam can be abrogated. 

Emulate the example of the noble companionsra, 
may Allah be pleased with them all, for they were 
an embodiment of the Holy Prophet’ssaw prayers 
and perfect training. The second Ijma’ (unanimous 
agreement) of the companionsra after the demise 
of the Holy Prophetsaw was in regards to Khilafat-
e-Haqqa-Rashidah (the rightly guided caliphate). 
Ponder carefully and study the history of Islam to 
see that the progress Islam made during the era of 
Khilafat-e-Rashidah declined when it became a mere 
[worldly] government, to the extent that you can 
witness the state of Islam and its followers today. After 
1300 years, Allah the Almighty sent the Promised 
Messiahas on the same path of prophethood, in 
fulfilment of the prophecies of the Holy Prophetsaw, 
and after his demise, God Almighty has once again 
established the institution of Khilafat-e-Rashida. 

Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Ira, Maulana Maulvi Nooruddin 
Sahib, was the first Khalifah of this Community (may 
he be granted the highest rank in heaven and may 
Allah the Almighty bestow millions and millions 
of blessings upon him just as the love for the Holy 
Prophetsaw and the Promised Messiahas was infused 
in his heart and permeated through every fibre of 
his being. May Allah the Almighty raise him among 
these pure souls in heaven). We pledged allegiance 
at his hands with this very belief. Thus, so long as this 
institution remains established, Islam will continue to 
progress, both materially and spiritually.1 

1 https://www.reviewofreligions.org/19914/first-address-of-hazrat-mirza-bashiruddin-
mahmud-ahmadra-after-being-bestowed-the-mantle-of-khilafat/



Kids’ Spread
ABLUTION

Ablution (Wudhu) is washing of the body and must be done before 

one offers Salaat, otherwise the Salaat is not considered valid. It 

is essential that the following prayer is recited for ablution:

Translation: “O Allah! Make me from among those who repent of their 

sins and from among those who keep themselves pure and clean.”

Kid’s Spread

Ablution

Ablution (Wudhu) is washing of the body and must be done before one offers Salaat,
otherwise the Salaat is not considered valid. It is essential that the following prayer is recited
for ablution:

ِرْینَواْجعَْلنِْی ِمَن  اْلُمتََطہ ِ اِبْینَ ُہمَّ اْجعَْلنِْی ِمَن اَلل    التَّوَّ

Translation: “O Allah! Make me from among those who repent of their sins and from among
those who keep themselves pure and clean.”

Find the words from the above paragraph and Qur’anic verse translation which 
are bold!

Find the words 

from the previous 

paragraph and 

Qur’anic verse 

translation which 

are bold!

Kid’s Spread

Ablution

Ablution (Wudhu) is washing of the body and must be done before one offers Salaat,
otherwise the Salaat is not considered valid. It is essential that the following prayer is recited
for ablution:

ِمَن اْلُمتََطِہِرْینَواْجعَْلنِْی ِمَناَلل اْجعَْلنِْی اِبْیَنُہمَّ التَّوَّ

Translation: “O Allah! Make me from among those who repent of their sins and from among
those who keep themselves pure and clean.”

Find the words from the above paragraph and Qur’anic verse translation which 
are bold!



Sort the cards into the correct order 
in which ablution is carr ie d out:

A. Wash your feet up to and
including the ankles, three
times each, again beginning
with the right

C. Wash your hands three
times with water and then
clean your mouth by rinsing
with water three times

E. Wash the whole forearm
up to and including the elbow
three times each, starting with
the right

G. Clean your ears by moving
your fingertips along the
crevices and grooves of the
outside ear and are dipping
them slightly into the ear holes

B. Internally clean your nose
by pushing a little water into
the nostrils three times

D. Pass both your hands over
your whole head whilst your
palms are facing downwards
with your thumbs stretched out
so your whole head is covered

F. Using the back of the hand,
pass your hands from the nape
of the neck to the front of the
neck

H. Wash the entire face
three times



QUESTION & ANSWER:

Answers: 

1. Sleeping, passing wind, urination, passing stool, vomiting, bleeding.

2. Tayammum

3. No, if ablution is intact, more than one prayer can be performed with the same ablution.

4. No. If you put on socks after doing ablution, you do not have to wash your feet again for the next

24 hours when performing ablution. This is extended for up to 3 days if you are on a journey.

5. Friday prayers, Eid prayers and before performing Hajj. Every new born child must be bathed, and

also the body of every person who has died should be bathed before the funeral prayer is offered.

1 . List 3 things that can make ablution inval id

2. If no water is available for ablution, Musl ims can use 
a clean dusty or sol id surface to do ablution by 
patting the surface with their open palms and making 
a motion to pass them over their face and then passing 
their hands over each other. What is the name of this 
type of ablution?

3. If you have done ablution and offered your salaat 
and your ablution is sti l l intact unti l it is time for the 
next salaat, is it necessary to perform ablution again?

4. If you put on socks after doing ablution and it is 
time for the next prayer and you need to repeat your 
ablution, do you have to wash your feet again?

5. Islam has also advised Musl ims to bathe themselves 
specif ically on certain occasions, which occasions are 
these?



Make a poster and wr ite out the below Hadith 
w ith its translation. Decorate it st ick it up in 

your room to help you learn it !

Attu-hooru shatral ee-maan i

Translation: Cleanliness is a 
requirement of faith (Muslim)

LEARNING ACTIVIT Y!

Answer: No. If you put on socks after doing ablution, you do not have to wash your feet again 
for the next 24 hours when performing ablution. This is extended for up to 3 days if you are 
on a journey. 

5. Islam has also advised Muslims to bathe themselves specifically on certain occasions, which 
occasions are these?  

Answer: Friday prayers, Eid prayers and before performing Hajj.  Every new born child must 
be bathed, and also the body of every person who has died should be bathed before the 
funeral prayer is offered.   

 

 

Learning Activity!! 

Make a poster and write out the below Hadith with its translation. 
Decorate it stick it up in your room to help you learn it!  

 

 اَلطُُّہْوُر َشْطُراالْیَمان
 

Attu-hooru shatral ee-maani 

Translation: Cleanliness is a requirement of faith (Muslim) 

 

Good luck!
^



“Allah inspires my heart to do certain works” 
G --W --N  N  

On 26 January, Waqifaat-e-Nau Nasirat UK had a sing with Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V, may Allah be his 
Helper. The class commenced with the recitaon of the Holy Qur’an, followed by hadith and an extract 
from the wrings of the Promised Messiah, peace be upon him. Following this, a special message by 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Vaba was read out on the occasion of the launch of Maryam magazine, which 
read:

“It is esse“It is essenal for Waqf-e-Nau girls to remember the history of Waqf. It was a woman who dedicated her 
child before its birth and the first Waqf-e-Nau was also a woman named Maryam. Her parents who had 
dedicated her did her tarbiyat with such excellence that she, in turn, understanding the significance of 
her status, fulfilled the demands of the Waqf in a manner whereby the God of the Heavens menoned 
her in the Holy Qur’an. Her purity and taqwa has thus become an everlasng example.”

FFollowing this, the nasirat had the opportunity to ask Hazrat Amirul Momineenaba some quesons on 
various topics. The first queson was why we cannot offer sunnah prayers when we combine compulsory 
prayers. Answering the queson, Huzuraba said, “We are only to do what Allah and His Messengersaw have 
told us. If you try to go beyond that, you will find no benefit in it. You may offer nafl. This is what the 
Holy Prophetsaw taught.”

HuHuzuraba further stated, “God has said that we should follow what His messenger has taught us. To 
exceed those boundaries will not be deemed as a good deed, rather it will fall under the category of 
innovaon.”

A queson was asked about whether it is possible for a non-Muslim to visit Islamic holy sites such as the 
Ka‘bah. In response, Huzuraba said, “Yes, it is permissible … Even the Holy Prophetsaw permied Chrisans 
to pray in Masjid-e-Nabawi.”

However, Huzuraba said, “Only God should be worshipped, no other idols.”

A nasiA nasira asked if there was any truth behind palm reading and if it was linked to our desny. Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masihaba said, “Our palm lines connue to change and develop as we get older. However, this 
does not mean that your desny too changes.”

One nasira asked Huzuraba why, during Eid prayer, we say “Allahu-Akbar” seven mes in the first rakat 
and five mes in the second rakat. Huzuraba said, “God has told us that on this day, we should proclaim 
‘Allahu-Akbar’. This is what we find in the pracces of the Holy Prophetsaw. For every namaz, we have 
different methods.”

With this logic, HuWith this logic, Huzuraba said, “One can then ask why we offer two rakaat for Fajr and four for Zuhr.”



A queson was asked regarding the books and tabarrukat (relics) of the Promised Messiahas and where 
they are today. Hazrat Amirul Momineenaba stated, “The handwrien notes made by the Promised 
Messiahas are present in the Jama’at’s archives. Other than that, we also have the first edion books 
amongst various other things.”

Another nasiAnother nasira said to Huzuraba that two years ago, she and her family went to Mecca for Umra. There, 
she saw many pilgrims kissing the Maqaam-e-Ibrahim. The young girl asked if this was permissible. Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masihaba stated that there is no need to kiss it. The Holy Prophetsaw only kissed the 
Hajar-e-Aswad. Further, Huzuraba narrated the incident of Hazrat Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, 
when he once said, addressing the Hajar-e-Aswad, “No doubt, I know that you are a stone and can 
neither harm, nor benefit anyone. Had I not seen Allah’s Messengersaw kissing you, I would not have 
kissed you.”

HuHuzuraba further stated, “We are only to follow that which the Holy Prophetsaw did.”

One young lady asked Hazrat Amirul Momineenaba what his favourite chapter of the Holy Qur’an was. 
Huzuraba stated, “In every chapter we find good lessons that we can learn from. One cannot choose a 
favourite chapter as the enre Qur’an is good.”

Huzuraba further expressed, “I like reading ‘Qul huwallahu Ahad; AllahusSamad’ [‘Say, He is Allah, the 
One; Allah, the Independent and Besought of all.” (Surah al-Ikhlas)] and pondering over the word 
‘Al-Samad.’”

HuHuzuraba added, “When you ponder over the words of the Qur’an, you will begin to appreciate them 
more.”

Talking about the prayers in the Holy Qur’an, Huzuraba said, “I like recing different prayers of the Holy 
Qur’an, such as, ‘Rabbi inni lima anzalta ilaiya min khairin faqir’ [‘O my Lord, a beggar I am of whatever 
god You bestow on me.’ (Surah al-Qasas, Ch.28: V.25)].”

The Holy Qur’an is God’s book and one cannot say such and such chapter is beer, Huzuraba explained.

A queA queson was asked about Ramiy-al-Jamarat (a part of Hajj in which pebbles are thrown at pillars 
represenng satan). A nasira asked what the reality behind the process was. Huzuraba explained, “This is 
just a symbolic expression, which the Holy Prophetsaw has taught us.” Huzuraba further stated, “The 
throwing of the pebbles is just a form of expression and does not mean that we are physically throwing 
pebbles at satan.”

One nasiOne nasira said to Huzuraba that God has, in some way or another, spoken to prophets through dreams or 
other means. The nasira proceeded to ask if God had ever spoken to Huzuraba before. Upon this, Huzuraba 
said, “Through dreams, God Almighty somemes tells people to do certain works. It is not just through 
dreams; God also places in a person’s heart to do certain works.”

Huzuraba further said, “Allah inspires my heart to do certain works. Other than that, God promised that 
He would help me and He has done so.”

hps://www.alhakam.org/allah-inspires-my-heart-to-do-certain-works-gulshan-e-waqf-e-nau-nasirat/
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DEFENSE AGAINST THE 
PLAGUE AND A CRITERION 
FOR THE ELECT OF GOD
The first English rendering of Dafi‘ul-Bala’i wa 
Mi‘yaru Ahlil-Istifa’ (Urdu) Written by Hazrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmadas was translated by Naveed 
Ahmed Malik under the supervision of the 
Additional Wakalat-e-Tasnif and published in the 
UK in 2015 by Islam International Publications Ltd.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Born in 1835 in Qadian (India), Hazrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmadas, The Promised Messiah and 
Mahdi, remained dedicated to the study of the 
Holy Qur’an and to a life of prayer and devotion. 
Finding Islam the target of foul attacks from all 
directions, the fortunes of Muslims at a low ebb, 
faith yielding to doubt and religion only skin-
deep, he undertook vindication and exposition of 
Islam. In his vast corpus of writings (including his 
epoch-making ‘Brahin-e-Ahmadiyya’), his lectures, 
discourses, religious debates etc., he argued 
that Islam was a living faith and the only faith by 
following which man could establish contact 
with his Creator and enter into communion with 
Him. He announced that God had appointed 

him the Messiah and Mahdi as mentioned in the 
prophecies of the Bible, the Holy Qur’an and 
Ahadith. In 1889 he began to accept initiation into 
his Community which is now established in more 
than two hundred countries. His more than eighty 
books are written mostly in Urdu, but some are in 
Arabic and Persian.

B O O K S  O F  T H E  P R O M I S E D  M E S S I A H a s



BACKGROUND AND 
INTRODUCTION
The Promised Messiahas wrote this booklet in 
April 1902, when the plague raged rampant in 
the Punjab. He mentions his revelations about 
the spread of the plague and points out that the 
outbreak of plague had occurred because the 
Messiah appointed by God was not only rejected, 
but was also taunted and tormented, even to the 
extent that plans were hatched to murder him. 
Moreover, he was derided as a kafir [disbeliever] 
and dajjal [antichrist]. The earlier scriptures 
prophesied the outbreak of plague as one of 
the signs that would appear during the time of 
the Promised Messiahas. The Promised Messiahas 

points out that the real solution to the problem is 
that people should accept the divinely appointed 
Messiah with sincerity and truthfulness, and bring 
about a holy change in their lives. [Dafi‘ul-Bala’ Wa 

Mi‘yaro Ahlil-Istifa, Forward pg.vii]

THE BOOK
It was against this background that the Promised 
Messiahas undertook to write this famous book, 
Dafi‘ul-Bala’ Wa Mi‘yaro Ahlil-Istifa’. In the book, 
the Promised Messiahas recalled the revelations 
that he had received about its spread at a time 
when the disease first broke out in Bombay. The 
Promised Messiahas was frank and candid. He 
declared that it was a Divine punishment. It has 
been foretold in the old scriptures that at the time 
of advent of the Messiah, a plague would break 
out. The only effective defence against the plague 
was to accept the Promised Messiahas with a pure 
and honest heart and bring a change in their 
lives. The Promised Messiahas declared with the 
conviction of a prophet that this plague however 
long it might linger on, even for 70 years, Qadian 
would remain safe from the vagaries of its ravages. 
The Promised Messiahas issued a daring challenge 
to the heads of all faiths, stating with a majesty 
that comes only to a Divine reformer, that Qadian 

would stand out as a place untouched by plague, 
he invited the leaders of all faiths to a similar 
assertion. The Promised Messiahas writes: “Let the 
followers of the Vedas pray to their Parmeshwar 
to seek a similar protection for Benaras - the 
birth place of the teachings of the Vedas. Let the 
followers of Sanatan Dharam seek protection for 
their city where cows are in great number. Let the 
Christians make a prophecy about Calcutta that 
plague would not contaminate it because the 
Bishop of India lives in Calcutta and let Shams-ud-
Din and the members of the Anjuman Himayat-e-
Islam make a prophecy about Lahore that it would 
remain safe from the plague and let Munshi Ilahi 
Bakhsh, who claims to be a recipient of revelations, 
make a revelation, and what could be a better 
opportunity to help the Anjuman Himayat-e-Islam 
that Lahore would remain safe from plague. Let 
‘Abdul Jabbar and Khaliq make a prophecy about 
Amritsar and let Muhammad Nadhir Hussain 
and Maulavi Muhammad Hussain Batalvi make a 
prophecy about Delhi, as it is the seat of Wahhabia 



faction, that Delhi would stand out as a place 
protected against plague.” (Dafi‘ul-Bala’ Wa 
Mi‘yaro Ahlil-Istifa’, pp. 10-11, Ruhani Khaza’in, 
vol. 18, pp. 230-231) The Promised Messiahas 
then concluded this challenge with great force: 
“Every one of my opponents whether he lives in 
Amroha in Amritsar or Delhi or Calcutta, Lahore 
or Golrah or Batala, if he makes an assertion with 
an oath that his place would remain protected 
against plague, then let him know that that place 
would certainly be hit by plague, for he would be 
the one who had affronted God.” (Dafi‘ul-Bala’ 
Wa Mi‘yaro Ahlil-Istifa’, p. 18, Ruhani Khaza’in, 
vol. 18, p. 238)  [An Introduction to the Hidden Treasures 

of Islam, pg.306-308]

SPECIMENS OF WRITING 
FROM THE BOOK ‘DEFENSE 
AGAINST THE PLAGUE AND 
A CRITERION FOR THE 
ELECT OF GOD’

“In fact, I even prophesied about the plague 
twenty-two years ago in Barahin-e-Ahmadiyya, 
and with the exception of God, no one has 
knowledge of the unseen. Hence, for riddance 
from this plague, the message which God has 
given to me is that people should accept me 
with sincere hearts as the Promised Messiah. If 
I too had made my claim without any proof, in 
the way that Miań Shams-ud-Din, Secretary of 
Himayat-e-Islam Lahore, or Reverend Weitbrecht 
have in their announcements, then like them I 
would also have been deemed one who speaks 
nonsense. However, my pronouncements are 
those which were made prior to the present 
time, and today they have been fulfilled.” 
(Defense Against the Plague and a Criterion for 
the Elect of God, p.12,13)

“Now hasten towards me. I liken such a one who 
hastens towards me at this time to the one who 
boards a ship at the verge of a violent storm. 
However, I foresee that he who does not accept 
me will be like the one who throws himself into a 
tempest without any provisions to save himself. 
I am the true intercessor, and I am the shadow 
and zill [reflection] of the most venerated 
intercessor—Hadrat Muhammad Mustafa [the 
Chosen One], peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him.” (Defense Against the Plague and a 
Criterion for the Elect of God, p.22)

SAMPLE GLOSSARY

ARYAH SAMAJ: A Hindu sect founded 
by Pundit Dayanand in 1875. Their first and 
foremost belief is that Parmeshwar [God] is not 
the Creator of matter and souls. Rather, that all 
of these things are eternal and self-subsisting 
like Parmeshwar.

DAJJAL: An Arabic word literally meaning 
‘great deceiver’. In Islamic terminology dajjal 
refers to those satanic forces which would be 
unleashed in the Latter Days to oppose the 
Promised Messiah and Imam Mahdias.

IJTIHAD: Interpretation of religious matters.

NAFS-E-’AMMARAH: A term in the Holy 
Qur’an that literally means ‘the self that incites 
to evil’.

WALI: Literally means ‘friend’. In Islamic 
terminology, it refers to a very pious person or 
a friend of Allah. The singular form is wali or 
waliyyullah [friend of Allah], the plural form is 
auliya’ullah which is sometimes abbreviated as 
auliya’.

“Defense Against the Plague and a Criterion for the Elect of God” is available to read on www.alislam.org 



After
There is a feeling I would like to share.

It’s the vision of a life where

We will be duly drenched in the drops
Of a slow-steeping citrus sun.
When the world has no longer stopped
We will run, we will run, we will run.

The dreams of grass will tickle our feet.
We will drink words by the heartful.
So thrilling at last to finally meet!
The lovely mundane we will marvel.

Our river-rid eyes will reminisce
How we thought stars weren’t enough.
The rocks impossible to miss
We will love, we will love, we will love.

This is a feeling I think we deserve.
But we must, first, wait for our verse.

By Yusra Dahri 20/5/2020



A collection of entries by Waaqifaat-e-Nau from around the world during 
the worldwide pandemic of Coronavirus (March-June 2020)

Lockdown Diaries
“I have had time to reflect physically, mentally and spiritually during this time. My routine 

would have usually consisted of working full time and coming home too tired to even 
move a muscle! But having the extra time to start my day early, and go for walks and 
fresh air has done wonders for me. I am slightly conscious of what I am eating, and enjoy 
my walks without feeling sluggish. I have also been working from home and that hasn’t 
been easy. Teaching 4-year olds online has proven to be quite challenging and a little 
bit emotional. Not being able to see them and knowing that some children would have 
just sat in front of the tv with no other interaction has been mentally upsetting and I do 

hope some things are able to go back to ‘normal’ for their sake.
Naila Naseer, UK 

“The lives have seriously shifted from a 
blistering pace to real slow in no time 
due to this pandemic. I have felt some 
real changes in my life, individually. Not 
to mention, being stuck in Pakistan is a 
completely different realm of possibility. 
Across this time, the month of Ramadhan 
came of course, which once again 
became of such enlarged significance in 
my life, after so many years of living in 
London where it is not the same as it is in 
Pakistan, where the call of the Muazzin 
for Maghrib prayers embarks on the 
breaking of fast. The time spent at home 
is obviously, much slower and different 
but full of laughter, which fills the void 
and gap of silence and unproductivity; 
reminding me of how grateful I should 
be for this life. But also, this pandemic 
has hit me on an emotional level and I 
have felt myself coming closer to Allah 
and people, becoming more empathetic 
and being thankful for the little things I 

have been blessed with.
Saira Sabih, Pakistan

“The UAE had set up a curfew which 
meant that we were unable to leave 
the house after certain hours, unless 
very necessary. After months of being 
at home, I decided to venture out to my 
local grocery store to see how the world 
had changed. I was not able to enter 
unless I was wearing a face mask and 
disposable gloves. On entering the store, 
I had to stand in front of a camera which 
detected my temperature, then I was 
allowed to enter. What was once a simple 
job of heading to the supermarket, felt 
like a mission to ensure my safety from 

catching the virus.  
Shamama Aziz, UAE

“My name is Jaziba Ahmad Chaudhry 
and I am 4 years old. Alhamdolillah I 
completed my first reading of the Holy 
Qur’an in the month of Ramadhan while 

in lockdown!
Jaziba Ahmad Chaudhry, UK



دو“ اور   
ٹ ی �ب یک  اسل  اسھت)اچر  ےک  وچبں  وھچےٹ  ےہ۔دو  ا  ت د�ی رام 

ف
� دا  ی �پ اں  ی

ف
اعتیلٰ آاس� اہلل  یہ  اسھت  وت  ےہ  اتگل  لکشم  ےس  احلظ  ا�ی  ب  �ب فہ  ط�ی�

ف
ر�

ت
�  

یگل۔امنز آےن  ھجمس  ھچک  آہتسہ  آہتسہ  رھپ  ف  ےہ، لی ا  زگر�ف ےس  می  وصراحتل  اس  رطح  سک  ہک  اھت  ی 
ف

� ادنازہ  وت  می  ا( رشوع  ٹ ی �ب اک   اسل 
ہن وکسل  ےن   

ٹ ی �ب ری  ےہ۔می یئگ  آ  یھب  باامجعت  � امنز  ی 
ف

ا� ےس  سج  ی  �ہ ےکس  رک  ادا  اسھت  ےک  وچبں  رک  رہ  رپ  رھگ  می  دونں  ان  باامجعت  � 
نہب ےن  ٹ 

ی �ب ا۔  د�ی رک  رشوع  ڑپانھ  یھب  ی�د  ب� م� رآن 
ت

� ےس  لضف  ےک  اعتیلٰ  اہلل  اور  ےنس  ابطخت  راست  راہ  �ب ےک  وضحر  ےس  وہج  یک    اجےن 
ہک وہا  وسحمس  �ی  دبن  دن  اور  یلم   

ت
ی

ف
وت� یک  ڑپےنھ  دجہت  یھب  ےھجم  وخد  ےس  لضف  ےک  اعتیلٰ  ا۔اہلل  د�ی رک  رشوع  اقدعہ  یھب  وخد  رک  د�ی     وک 

اےنپ ےئل  اےنپ  اور  الم  یھب  ت  ت
و� اک  ےن  انب  اھکےن  ےئن  العوہ quarantineمی  ےک  ریق 

ت
� رواحین  ےہ۔  ا  گی وہ  وبضمط  اور  رہتش  ےس  اہلل   

quarantine ہک رکے  ۔اہلل  ۔  ا  رک�ف آرام  اور  ڑپانھ  ی  ا، اتک�ب رک�ف ر�ف  ےک  رطح  سج  اکنال  ت  ت
و� اک  رکےن  وپرے  وشق   

۔  کسی رھک  اقمئ  یھب  آےگ  وک  ، ان  ی �ہ یک  دا  ی �پ اں  ی دبت�ی ایھچ  ادنر  اےنپ  وج  ےن  مہ  یھب  دعب  ےک 
ےک و  ، �ی ۔ُحدیٰ ہسی ف آمی

“There are two ways to approach the lockdown: positive or negative. I kept a positive 
attitude throughout the lockdown by staying busy, active, and entertained. I have tried to 
set a routine by doing exercise as soon as I wake up so I can have a healthy start to the day 
and then I go on to do the daily tasks for the day which include doing Jama’at work and 
home-schooling my little brother. During this time, many have their work on hold though 

we are lucky to be a part of a Jama’at where working never stops. 
Rasheeqa Samad Khan, Scotland

دورسے“ ا�ی  ےس  وہج  ایس  اور  ی  �ہ رےہ  رک  اکم  ےس  رھگ  ٹرے،  �ب ا  �ی وہں  ےچب  اچےہ  روکیئ  ےس�ہ وہج  یک  ڈاؤن  الک  لک  آج  وطررپ   اعم 
یک اسل  ف  ی

ت
� ری  می اور  ر  وش�ہ رے  ، می می ۔  ی �ہ راد 

ف
ا� ف  ی

ت
� رھگمی  ےہ۔مہ  راہ  لم  یھب  ومعق  زگارےناک  ت  ت

و� ادہ  ز�ی ےس  ےلہپ  اسھت  ےک      
ومعق اک   

ف
د�ی ر 

ف
رپدرگام اسرے MTA ےک  تہب  اور  ڑپےنھ  باامجعت  � امنز  اسھت  ا�ی  وت  ی  �ہ رپ  رھگ  سب  ب  �ب می  احالت  ان  ۔ 

ٹ ی �ب
یھب ا  انب�ف ا  اھک�ف دہ  دنسپ�ی ےک  ان  ےئل  ےک  واولں  رھگ  اےنپ  دا 

ف
ہٰل وہیت،   ی 

ف
� یلست  بالکل  � یھب  می  اھکےن  رک  د  �ی ر 

ف
� ھچک  ےس  بازار  � ےہ۔  اتلم   

می وں  ھکی ان  ےہ۔  ا  وہ�ت َصرف  ت  ت
و� یھب  می 

ف
ھکی ھکی  ےک  دنسپ  یک  اس  اسھت  ےک   

ٹ ی �ب اینپ  از�ی  العوہ  ےہ۔  الم 
ش

� می  اشملغ  رے  می  
اقدئہ وک   

ٹ ی �ب اینپ  ت  ت
و� اسرا  تہب  رھپ  ۔  ی �ہ الم 

ش
� ھکی  ر  د�ی اور  ف�ا  یل� کھ� اسھت  ےک  وں  ر�ی گٹ یک  اس  ا،  الچ�ف ی 

ئ
� اس  ا،  رھب�ف ر�ف  اپھچیئ،  نپھچ   

اخص ہپ  ابعدات  اینپ  می  ت  ت
و� لکشم  اس  ےک  آج  لک  ی  �ہ ےہ۔  ا  اج�ت ا  می  زگر�ت ڑپاھےن  ی  اتک�ب اوی  ی

ف
د� اور  اھکسےن  ی 

ئ
� ڑپاھےن، داع   

ےکس۔ وہ  یھب  الم 
ش

� می  اس  رد 
ف

� ر  �ہ اک  رھگ  اور  رےہ  وخوگشار  اموحل  اک  رھگ  ےس  سج  ےہ  رضورت  یک  رکےن  اکم  ا�ی  العوہ  ےک   
ف

د�ی وتہج     
ٹدا             ی

ف
اخدل ،کی  زنمہ 

“In Singapore, lockdown was known as the ‘circuit breaker’ and a stringent set of 
preventive measures were put in place. It was a time of uncertainty but thankfully with 
the Government of Singapore’s great transparency on the situation, we were informed 
of the number of cases and clusters through daily updates which provided clarity to us. 
The most reassuring message of all however, which gave us such warmth in our hearts, 
was from our beloved Hazuraba through his Special Message delivered from his office 
followed by the Friday Sermon on Covid-19 and his continuous guidance thereafter. On 
a personal level, as I am a stay-home mum and do all my Jama’at work from home, the 
circuit breaker didn’t bring much of a change in my daily routine. It just meant that my 
husband and daughter would also be at home during the time they would previously be 
at work and school. Therefore, the challenge was to adapt my daughter’s daily home-

based learning and my husband’s work schedule around my daily tasks. 
Zara Tahir Ahmad, Singapore



“I have always leaned towards 
creative tasks and hobbies but 
ever since I graduated from high 
school it seemed like life never 
gave me the time to do what 
my inner-self craved. I finally 
got the chance during this 
‘paused time’. I learned some 
basic macramé knots, made a 
macramé wall hanging, learnt 
some new embroidery stiches 
and made an embroidered 
wall hanging for my new 
born niece. I experimented 
making whipped body butter, 
which turned out better than 
expected! I tried to bake bread 
for the first time which turned 
out rock hard! I stitched my 
own Eid dress, and of course 
tried out some new recipes! 
Wafa Majeed, Canada

“This Ramadhan was definitely different. As we had school work being set online, I 
decided that I would help my parents by preparing Sehri and Iftari for them. I would 
wake up around an hour before Fajr and offer tahajjud prayers and then start preparing 
sehri. For Iftari, I would try a new recipe every day! My brothers and I also started reading 
some Jama’ati books – it became somewhat of a book club, as we would read our books 

and then come together and discuss it. 
Umaimah Aleem, UK

“Whilst an honour to serve humanity, working as a doctor in hospital in the middle of a 
pandemic had brought great worry to much of my family. Work in Obstetrics can only 
be cut down so much, labour ward activities continue, babies continue to be born, 
many requiring assistance. However, now every encounter is with Personal Protective 
Equipment, ranging from a surgical face mask to full PPE in theatre. I find myself 
reflecting on how society no longer objects to covering of the face or refraining from 
shaking hands, for the sake of physically protecting oneself from illness. However, similar 
methods of protection, to protect oneself from moral ills are condemned and ridiculed 
to no end. Perhaps, some food for thought post-covid crisis. One hopes and prays Covid 
and lockdown enables us to reflect on the blessings of health and freedom. One prays 
that the world may see suffering in humanity differently, relate to it and bring it to an end. 

May the post-Covid era be one of unity, sympathy and affection.
Dr Maleeha Mansur, UK



“
As a mother of two under 5 
children, one of my greatest 
experiences has been home-
schooling, and indeed this 
experience has been a 
learning curve for me in many 
ways. From all kinds of exciting 
science experiments to making 
our very own playdough, to 
reading and doing simple 
maths sums, I have delved into 
the many facets of creative 
studies and fun learning. 
Majority of my free time is 
spent on producing shows for 
the Voice of Islam, creating 
face masks for the NHS and 
improving my culinary skills. 
Although I miss my mosque, 
however the change I enjoyed 
most during the lockdown 
has been our congregational 
prayers, preparing small dars 
for our children and also the 

Jumma prayers at home.
Maliha Shahzad, UK

“

“During the lockdown school was very difficult to do since it was online. I couldn’t get 
the help from the teachers like we did at school. Also, during lockdown we celebrated 
Ramadhan and Eid. It was very different since we couldn’t go to the mosque, listen to dars, 
open my fast with my friends or read taraweeh with my Jama’at. But the good thing was 

we still got to watch and listen to dars through Zoom. 
Haaniya Khan, USA

We made sure to plan our days around namaz times and prayed all the prayers 
in congregation. My 6-year-old now insists on being the Imam and leading every 
namaz. Staying away from our parents and grandparents has been a challenge 
during this time but we kept in touch via video calls. The lockdown has taught us 
many important life lessons and I am grateful to Allah for giving us this opportunity 

to reflect and change for the better Insh’Allah.
Sanobar Shahzad, UK 



Freedom of Choice 
in Matters of Faith 
& Conscience 
Each Khalifa has provided guidance to the Community and each 
has ensured the message of Ahmadiyyat continues to be carried 
to all parts of the world. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IIIrh was the third 
successor to the Promised Messiahas.

‘Love For All Hatred For None’ 
is the simple phrase that became established as the slogan of 
the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community during this Khilafat. For far 
too long, Islam had lived under the shadow of militancy and ‘holy 
war’. That was not the message with which the Holy Prophetsaw 
won the hearts of millions – not through war, but peace; not 
through hatred, but love. Those simple words are also a lasting 
testament to the behaviour of the members of the Ahmadiyya 
community during the severe anti-Ahmadi hostilities which took 
place in 1974, hostilities which were borne with patience and 
fortitude under the guidance of Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IIIrh .

Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IIIrh said that Islam granted absolute 
freedom of choice in matters of faith and conscience and there 
was no earthly penalty prescribed for apostasy. In a sermon 
delivered on Friday 29 December, 1978, he said:



‘Freedom of conscience and 
freedom of belief are the 
fundamental rights of man.  His 
very creation is for that purpose. 
If man is not free in respect of 
these matters, if people are to 
be driven forcibly into Islam 
like sheep and goats, then 
there can be no recompense 
by God, the One and Unique, 
for any human action. Will 
you compel God Almighty to 
accept the hypocritical actions 
of people performed by them 
under compulsion so that 
God Himself must love them 
under compulsion?  Would 
you force someone to declare 
himself a Muslim and assure 
him that though his heart is not 
convinced of the truth of Islam, 
yet if he performs the Salat for 
show, God would reward him 
for it and would not be aware 
of his hypocrisy and the true 
condition of his heart?  God 
affirms that He is fully aware 
of the secrets of your hearts 
and yet you think that He 
would be unaware of all this. 
If He is aware of it how would 
He reward such hypocritical 
action beneficently? On the 
other hand, if a person’s 
heart is filled with sincere 
faith and devotion and with 
perfect understanding of God 
and His attributes and loves 
Muhammadsaw and out of that 
love he obeys God Almighty 
and worships Him, and all the 
powers of the world combine 
in the declaration that he is 
expelled from Islam and that 
God would not deal with him out 

of love and would not bestow 
upon him the best recompense 
for his righteous actions, would 
God be compelled to accept 
and act upon their verdict? 
Indeed not.  Those who submit 
to Him sincerely and with 
perfect goodwill will continue 
to win His love; let the world say 
what it will and think what it will. 
Keep supplicating, therefore, 
that God Almighty should not 
let Satan create any doubt in our 
minds and that our devotion and 
our worship may not be tainted 
with show or hypocrisy…

We esteem ourselves as 
Muslims; we are Muslims. We 
have never thought of departing 
from Islam. We deem it a curse 
that our tongues should say 
that we are not Muslims, that 
we have abandoned God 
and that (God forbid) we do 
not believe in Muhammadsaw, 
the Messenger of Allah. It is 
not possible that we should 
depart from the light and the 
truth with which this world is 
illumined, and which we have 
seen with our own eyes and so 
flounder in darkness. It is true, 
however, that man is weak and 
cannot achieve God’s mercy 
and His blessing without His 
support and grace. Continue 
to supplicate that you may 
remain secure in the citadel of 
the mercy of God Almighty and 
that His angels should continue 
to safeguard you against going 
astray and that every moment 
you should win the love of God. 
Nothing more is needed…’

https://www.reviewofreligions.org/1970/hadhrat-khalifatul-masih-iiiru-%e2%80%93-impact-of-khilafat/



Khalifatul Masih, the Muazzin, an Empty 
Mosque and a Worldwide Audience

(Courtesy of ‘The Review of Religions’)

Recollections of Syed Mohammad Ahmad Nasir sahib on the first Friday Sermon held after 
the United Kingdom went under lockdown during the Coronavirus pandemic.

Today is 3rd of April 2020. It is Friday. Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih (may Allah be his Helper) is to 
deliver the Friday Sermon from Masjid Mubarak, 
Tilford, UK.  I made it a point today, that even 
though there were not going to be any people 
to offer Friday Prayer from Islamabad, I would 
still get ready as I normally did for other Jumma 
(Friday Prayer). 

It was an incredible day. The likes of which I 
had never seen in my life or heard of…

At about 12:15, I went to the Private Secretary’s 
office to make sure everything was fine, and 
for the liaison about daily activities and to go 
over the Jumma planning.  

It had been decided that Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masihaba would deliver the sermon from inside 

the mosque and only the Muazzan – the one 
who calls the Azan or call to prayer – would be 
present, and there would be cameras.

Then at 12:20 or so, I went to check the 
mosque. All the preparations had been carried 
out as normal – the MTA staff had checked 
the transmission van, laid all the cables, and 
installed the cameras inside the mosque.  I saw 
the MTA staff standing outside the mosque, 
next to the transmission van.  All of them were 
ready to go, but there was something different 
about them. The MTA staff are truly dedicated 
to their task, they work hard, but normally 
there can be a light heartedness about them. 
Today, they were all quieter than usual.

I went inside the mosque, with the MTA staff, 
and we sanitised the podium and other fixtures 



inside the mosque. I brought the foam mat 
out, which we place where Huzur-e-Anwaraba 
stands during Khutba (Friday sermon).  Then 
I checked the mosque for security reasons, 
as I would do, on any other Jumma day. We 
checked the sound system, as is the routine.

As the time of the Khutba approached, all the 
departments which would normally be involved 
in the Jumma day preparations were active, 
albeit it on a different scale. Security made sure 
that all the posts were covered. The cleaning 
crew made sure that Islamabad was ready for 
Jummah. MTA had done all their preparations 
and the other departments had completed their 
assigned tasks. Everything was set. I laid out 
Huzur-e-Anwaraba’s prayer mat, one of the last 
things we do before Jumma commences.  

At about 12:35, a missionary, Safeer Ahmad, 
who graduated from Jamia Ahmadiyya UK in 
2019, came to call the Azan.  As he entered the 
mosque from the men’s entrance, he saw me 
on the other side of the mosque and raised his 

two hands putting them in front of his face, as 
if to ask me for prayers. He was a bit anxious.  

As the Azan was being called, it was an 
extraordinary scene.  During normal Jumma 
days, the mosque would be filled up with people 
to its capacity. There were none today. The time 
for Jumma was fast approaching, but inside the 
mosque there was one lonely soul the Muazzin.  
It was indeed a sign of these challenging times.  

It was partly cloudy outside, with sunlight 
beaming through some of the long windows.

Though I was moving about inside the mosque, 
checking everything, I paused. I paused when 
the missionary called out ‘hayya alas salah’ (come 
to prayer). That was the time, when it hit me as 
to how people listening to those words ‘come to 
salah’ (prayer) would hold themselves back and 
not be able to come to the mosque. It was a sad 
moment. But Alhamdolillah, my sadness lasted 
for a fleeing moment because that sadness 
was immediately replaced by thoughts that 



“Insh’Allah, Huzur-e-Anwaraba will come to the 
mosque and deliver the khutba… it really doesn’t 
matter if there are people physically sitting in 
front of him or not… Insh’Allah, he will deliver 
khutba”. I remembered the story of Hazrat 
Musleh-e-Maudra when he had proclaimed 
that “Even if the whole world leaves you (the 
Promised Messiah (as)), I will continue on.”

At 12:50, I made kawa (a herbal drink) for 
Huzur-e-Anwaraba and placed it on the podium 
and then went outside the mosque. Inside the 
mosque, there was only one person sitting, the 
Muazzin… what a moment for him!  

At about 13:05 Huzur-e-Anwaraba came out 
of the house. He walked towards the mosque. 
Normally, I never look towards Huzuraba as he 
goes towards the mosque. Today something 
compelled me to look towards him. He had no 
expressions of sadness or worry. On the contrary, 
he radiated hope and calmness. He walked into 
the mosque.  I followed him, but only to the 
shoes area.  Huzuraba walked alone towards the 
mehrab. He said ‘Salaam’ (peace be upon you) 
and asked for Azan (the call for prayer) to be 
called. He sat down and then started the Khutba 
and the Khutba went live worldwide. 

I sat down in the shoe area, the door to the 
mosque was open so I could see everything.  
Huzuraba was delivering the khutba. And there 
was only one person in audience, inside the 
mosque. And he was sitting to the right of 
mehrab.  A person could be forgiven for feeling 
a bit sad, if upon looking at the scene which 
I saw – Huzuraba delivering Khutba with only 
one person in the audience. That person (the 
Muazzin) was sitting with his head down, 
tense, and shaken, that his name will be written 
in history as probably one of the most blessed 
of people, due to these challenging events in 
human history. I don’t think he even moved 
his body at all. He just remained still. 

Alhamdolillah, Alhamdolillah, Alhamdolillah, 

everything was fine. From what I saw, no one 
could see from Huzuraba’s expressions that there 
were no people in front of him except that 
one.  Huzuraba spoke to his Jama’at, a Jama’at, 
which with the blessings of the Creator is 
spread around the world. His audience were 
not just the few hundred people who could 
possibly have been inside Masjid Mubarak. 
His audience were each and every Ahmadi 
living in every corner of this earth.

Somehow, I felt that today, more than ever, 
Ahmadis had tuned in to watch Huzuraba’s 
Khutba. Maybe these are trying days from our 
Creator. But I have a firm belief that Insh’Allah 
one day, that one person who sat in audience 
will turn into one million, all in front of 
Huzur-e-Anwar, all watching him, all listening 
to the Khalifa of the Promised Messiah (as), 
and all being drenched in blessings from the 
presence of their beloved Imam, Insh’Allah.

As Huzuraba came out of the mosque, he called 
over Munir Odeh, Director of Production of 
MTA. Huzuraba asked “sub theek hogiya?” (Was 
everything fine?) Munir Odeh replied, “Ji 
Huzur”. (Yes, your Holiness). Huzuraba asked 
“Did you show my face only?”, Munir Odeh 
responded, “Face and mosque walls”. Huzuraba 
said “also Sifaat e Bari Taalah” (The attributes of 
Allah displayed on the mosque wall). Munir Odeh 
replied, “Yes”. Huzuraba said “theek hay” (very well). 

I felt that it was significant for Huzur-e-Anwaraba 
to say “Sifaat e Bari Talaah” and not just ‘walls’ 
because in these trying times, Huzuraba has again 
and again alerted the Jama’at to concentrate 
on prayers and ibadat (worship) and to turn 
towards the Creator with a new zeal.

Huzuraba showed hope… there was peace 
about him… contentment… and serenity. 

Review of Religions, 6th April 2020
https://www.reviewofreligions.org/21093/untold-story-special-khalifatul-
masih-the-muazzin-an-empty-mosque-and-a-worldwide-audience/



Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmad, Khalifatul Masih IV (may Allah have mercy on him), held audiences 
with people of all nationalities, faiths and beliefs granting them the opportunity of raising 
questions and issues of interest to them. Presented below are answers to questions that 
were raised during the 12 March 1998 session on MTA during the programme Liqaa Ma’al 
Arab – Meeting with Arabs. 

Questioner: The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) is reported to 
have said, “Prophethood shall remain among you as long as Allah shall will. He will bring 
about its end and follow it with Khilafat on the precepts of prophethood for as long as He 
shall will and then bring about its end. A tyrannical monarchy will then follow and will remain 
as long as Allah shall will and then come to an end. There will follow thereafter monarchial 
despotism to last as long as Allah shall will and come to an end upon His decree. There will 
then emerge Khilafat on the precept of prophethood.” Please explain this hadith.

Hazrat Mirza Tahir Ahmadrh: There are two mentions to Khilafat alaa min haajan nabuwwat 
(on the precepts of prophethood). First, immediately after him and the second, after all 
these three phases would be over. So, Malik ul Aaz (tyrannical monarchy) cannot bequeath 
a system of min haajan nabuwwat at all. That indicates that, like in the first case, true 
Khilafat was born because of nabuwwat. In the second phase, which will be much later, that 
Khilafat which will be created by Allah will be alaa min haajan nabuwwat which means that 
there will be a nabi (prophet) before that Khilafat otherwise that Khilafat will not be born.

That reference has to be to Jesus Christ, as he is envisioned to descend upon this earth 
by non-Ahmadis, and as he is envisioned by us to be born in the Ummah (Community) and 
tied to Jesus. Either way the new Khilafat alaa min haajan nabuwwat cannot start without 
his advent. That is understandable.

But in the first case, the Holy Prophetsaw mentioned that that Khilafat will ultimately 
dissipate and will be lifted. About the Khilafat which will follow in the latter days, he does 
not mention this. He became silent after this which means that the previous phases will not 
follow exactly as it followed in the case of the previous Khilafat alaa min haajan nabuwwat. 
So, no Mujaddideen (reformers) will come, as they appeared after the lifting of the first 
Khilafat. If the Holy Prophetsaw viewed the second Khilafat as ending up in Mujaddidiyat , he 
should have mentioned that. He does not mention any immediate decay after the second 
Khilafat. So whatever solution he offered to the decay after the first Khilafat, he does not 
refer to that in relation to the second Khilafat which would, of course, be his Khilafat. But 
it will continue for a long time.

Reference:

https://www.alislam.org/question-answer/khilafat-on-the-precept-of-prophethood/

Khilafat on the Precept of Prophethood



On  the  10th  of  October  2019  Hazuraba  held  a  
session  of  family  Mulaqats  in  Strasbourg.  

One  of  the  people  to  meet  Hazuraba  was  Khalid  
Kamran  (18),  who  had  migrated  from  Pakistan  
to  France  via  China  in  2013.  

Moments  after  meeting  Hazuraba  for  the  first  
time,  Kamran  said:  
    
"When  I  was  in  Pakistan  or  in  China  and  even  "When  I  was  in  Pakistan  or  in  China  and  even  
here  in  France,  I  never  imagined  one  day  I  
would  meet  Hazrat  Khalifatul  Masihaba.              
Hazuraba  is  so  beautiful.  His  voice  was  louder  
than  I  expected,  and  his  tone  of  voice  was  so  
appealing  and  gave  peace  to  my  heart.  Seeing  
him  has  made  me  surer  and  

In  this  era,  we  Ahmadi  Muslims  are  extremely  fortunate  to  be  led  by  the  blessed  institution  of              
Khilafat.  In  order  to  guide  the  members  of  the  Jama’at,  Hazrat  Khalifatul  Masih  V  (May  Allah  be  his  
Helper)  regularly  travels  to  different  parts  of  the  world  to  meet  and  guide  the  local  Ahmadis.                  
Certainly,  the  bond  of  love  between  the  Khalifa  and  an  Ahmadi  is  truly  unique.  During  his  tours,      
Hazuraba  also  spreads  the  message  of  Islam  through  various  lectures,  meetings  and  interviews.  Dear  
readers,  we  hereby  present  some  inspiring  and  emotional  personal  reflections  and  experiences  with  
Khilafat  pertaining  to  some  of  Hazur'sKhilafat  pertaining  to  some  of  Hazur'saba  tours.  These  incidents  and  narrations  have  been  taken  from  
the  diaries  written  by  respected  Abid  Khan  sahib,  who  has  had  the  honour  of  travelling  with  Hazrat  
Khalifatul  Masih  Vaba  on  various  occasions.

more  certain  of  my  faith.  There  are  many              
temptations  in  this  Western  society  but  seeing  
Hazuraba  has  made  me  determined  to  stay  away  
from  those  worldly  attractions  and  to  live  my  life  
according  to  the  teachings  of  Islam."  

Kamran  continued:  
"The  people  here  in  France  -  the  ones  I  have  "The  people  here  in  France  -  the  ones  I  have  
come  across  at  least  -  are  not  open-minded              
regarding  Islam.  They  call  us  terrorists  and  if  
they  don't  say  it  out  loud,  then  you  can  feel  that  
this  is  what  they  think  in  their  heart.  I'm  so          
grateful  that  Hazuraba  has  come  here  because  his  
presence  and  only  his  presence  can  change  their  
hearts.”  hearts.”  



Another  person  to  meet  Hazuraba  that  evening  
was  a  Moroccan  convert  to  Ahmadiyyat,  
Kharicha  Rashid  (38),  who  lived  in                      
Strasbourg.  His  elder  brother  had  first                      
accepted  in  the  1990s  when  Kharicha  sahib  
was  a  young  boy.  

Telling  me  about  his  journey  to  Ahmadiyyat,  Telling  me  about  his  journey  to  Ahmadiyyat,  
Kharicha  sahib  said:

"I  used  to  come  with  my  brother  sometimes  to  "I  used  to  come  with  my  brother  sometimes  to  
the  Ahmadiyya  Mosque.  I  was  young  and  even  
then,  I  could  sense  even  that  Ahmadiyyat  was  
true  and  there  was  nothing  false  in  it,  but  I  was  
very  young  and  did  not  have  the  ability  or  
courage  to  accept  it.  To  be  honest,  I  was  not  
that  religious  at  the  time.”  

“It  was  only  earlier  this  year  that  I  finally            “It  was  only  earlier  this  year  that  I  finally            
accepted  Ahmadiyyat.  Since  then  I  have  
stopped  smoking,  I  have  acquired  a  job  and  
above  all,  I  feel  peace  in  my  heart.  To  be  
honest,  the  fact  I  knew  of  Ahmadiyyat  was  the  
only  reason  I  was  saved  from  being                              
radicalised.  Otherwise,  I  could  have  gone  the  
same  way  as  many  of  the  other  Muslims  in  same  way  as  many  of  the  other  Muslims  in  
France  -  towards  extremism.  They  are  the  
same  people  as  I,  but  I  was  the  lucky  one."  

Explaining  further,  Kharicha  sahib  said:  "Ever  
since  9/11,  hatred  of  Islam  and  Muslims  has  
increased  and  as  Muslims  we  felt  this,  we  felt  
anger  and  as  I  said,  it  was  only  because  I  knew  
of  Ahmadis  and  their  teachings,  that  I  did  not  
react  to  this  hatred  in  a  fanatical  or  extremist  
way.  

I  saw  non-Ahmadi  Imams  who  used  to  come  and  
incite  people  like  me  towards  a  violent  Jihad.  I  
saw  people  who  were  raising  money  for  extrem-
ist  causes.  Amongst  my  generation,  many  were  
lured  towards  extremism  because  they  had  been  
branded  the  enemy  by  the  local  people.  I  cannot  
describe  how  fortunate  I  feel  to  have  been  
saved."saved."

After  recounting  his  experiences  of  growing  up  
in  France,  Kharicha  sahib  turned  to  the  present  
day.  

He  continued:  "Today  I  met  Hazuraba  for  the  very  
first  time  and  I  can't  comprehend  the  fact  that  I  
have  met  Khalifatul  Masih.  He  has  the  greatest  
and  highest  spiritual  rank  in  the  world  today  and  
yet  I  was  amongst  those  who  met  him!  Our  
mosque  here  in  Strasbourg  is  beautiful  but  it  is  
small  and  Hazuraba  has  so  many  pressing                      
engagements.  Yet  still  he  has  travelled  all  this  engagements.  Yet  still  he  has  travelled  all  this  
way  to  inaugurate  it.  It  shows  his  humility  and  
his  love  for  us.”  

Kharicha  sahib  added:  

"Before  I  met  Hazuraba,  I  felt  fear  that  I  am              
meeting  such  a  great  personality,  yet,  despite  his  
status,  I  found  Hazuraba  to  be  so  loving,  so  kind  
and  so  interested  in  me  as  a  person.  It  was  faith  
inspiring."



SIMPLE L IFE
T H E  H O LY  P R O P H E T ’ S

(Peace and Blessings of Allah be upon him)

The Holy Prophetsaw preferred simplicity in dress. His own dress normally consisted of a shirt 
and izar or a shirt and a pair of trousers. He always wore his izar or his trousers so that the 
garment covered his body up to a point above his ankles. He did not approve of the knee 
or any portion of the body above the knee being exposed without extreme necessity. He 
did not approve of the use, whether as part of dress or in the way of curtains, etc., of cloth 
which had figures embroidered or painted on it, especially if the figures were large and 
might be interpreted as representing gods or goddesses or other objects of worship. On 
one occasion he found a curtain hanging in his house bearing large figures and he directed 
it to be removed. He, however, saw no harm in the use of cloth bearing small figures which 
could not be so interpreted. He never wore silk himself and did not consider it permissible 
for Muslim men to wear it. For the purpose of authenticating the letters that he wrote to 
certain sovereigns inviting them to accept Islam he caused to be prepared a signet ring, but 
directed that it should be made of silver and not of gold, for he said that the wearing of gold 
had been prohibited to Muslim men (Bukhari). Muslim women are permitted to wear silk and 
gold, but in their case also the Holy Prophet’ssaw direction was that excess should be avoided. 
On one occasion he called for subscriptions for the relief of the poor and a lady took off one 
of her bracelets and placed it before him as her contribution. Addressing her, he said: "Does 
not your other hand deserve to be saved from the Fire?" The lady thereupon removed her 
bracelet from the other hand also and offered it for the purpose that he had in view. None 
of his wives possessed ornaments of any considerable value and other Muslim women also 
very seldom possessed any ornaments. In accordance with the teachings of the Qur’an 
he deprecated the hoarding of money or bullion, as he held that this was harmful to the 
interests of the poorer sections of the community and resulted in upsetting the economy of a 
community and was thus a sin.

Hazrat ‘Umarra suggested to the Holy Prophetsaw on one occasion that as he had to receive 
Embassies from great monarchs, he should have a rich cloak prepared for himself which he 
could wear on such ceremonial occasions. The Prophetsaw did not approve of the suggestion 



and said: "It would not be pleasing to God for me to adopt ways like this. I shall meet 
everybody in the clothes that I normally wear." On one occasion silk garments were presented 
to him and of these he sent one to Hazrat ‘Umarra. Upon this Hazrat ‘Umarra said, "How can I 
wear it when you have yourself disapproved of wearing silk garments." The Holy Prophetsaw 
observed: "Every present is not meant for personal use." His meaning was that since the 
garment was of silk Hazrat ‘Umarra should have presented it to his wife or his daughter or 
should have put it to some other use. (Bukhari)

The Holy Prophet’ssaw bed was also very simple. He never used a bedstead or a couch but 
always slept on the ground, the bedding consisting of a piece of leather or of a piece of 
camelhair cloth. Hazrat Ayeshara relates: "Our bedding was so small that when the Holy 
Prophetsaw used to get up at night for prayers I used to lie on one side of the bedding and 
stretched out my legs while he was in the standing posture and folded them back when he 
had to prostrate himself." (Muslim)

The Holy Prophetsaw adopted the same simplicity with regard to his residential arrangements. 
His house consisted normally of one room and a small courtyard. A rope used to be strung 
half way across the room so that when he had visitors a piece of cloth could be hung from 
the rope to convert a part of the room into an audience chamber separated from the portion 
occupied by his wife. His life was so simple that Hazrat Ayeshara related that during the lifetime 
of the Holy Prophetsaw they often had to sustain themselves on dates and water and that on the 
day of his death there was no food in the house except a few dates. (Bukhari)
(Introduction to the study of Holy Qur’an pg.229,230)

PAT I E N C E  I N  A D V E R S I T Y

The Holy Prophetsaw used to say: "For a Muslim, life is all full of good and nobody but a true 
believer finds himself in that position; for, if he meets with success, he is grateful to God 
and becomes the recipient of greater favours from Him. On the other hand, if he suffers 
pain or tribulation, he endures it with patience and thus again makes himself deserving of 
God’s favours." When his end drew near and he gave vent to a groan in the extremity of his 
condition, his daughter Fatimahra exclaimed that she could not bear to see him in that state. 
Thereupon he said: "Have patience! Your father will suffer no pain after this day," meaning that 
all his troubles were confined to this world and from the moment that he was released from 
this life and entered the presence of his Maker he would be subject to no further pain. During 
the prevalence of an epidemic he would not approve of people moving out of an afflicted 
town into another, for this serves to enlarge the area of the pestilence. He used to say that in 
times of epidemic if a person stayed on in his own town and refrained from carrying infection 
into unaffected areas and died of the epidemic, he would be regarded as martyr. (Bukhari)
(Introduction to the study of Holy Qur’an pg.253)



There is a narrative about a bird’s hospitality and it 
goes like this: Once in the wilderness of the jungle, 
there was a traveller sitting beneath a tree when night 
fell. It was a cold winter’s night. Above him in the tree 
there was a bird’s nest. 

Story by Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 
The Promised Messiah and Imam Mahdi (on whom be peace) 

from Malfuzat, Volume 8, 1984, p.281-282

A Bird’s Hospitality 



A male and female bird were conversing with one 
another saying, ‘today this poor person is our guest 
and he is feeling cold. What should we do for him?’ 
After some contemplation they came to the conclusion 
that they should break their nest and throw it on the 
ground so that the traveller could burn it and start a fire, 
resulting in him getting warmer. 

Next the birds said: ‘he must be hungry, what  
feast  should  we prepare for him?’ But there was 
nothing for the birds to offer their guest. 



A short story highlighting the moral of 
hospitality written in Urdu and English.

Illustrated by: Wardah Burhan

Both of the birds dropped themselves into the fire 
underneath. This way their meat would become kebabs for 
their guest’s dinner. In doing so the birds established a 
noble example of hospitality. 


