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From the Editor...

Do you have any comments, suggestions or want your 
article featured in our next edition?

Email us at: waqfenaumagazine@gmail.com

or send us your Tweets: @MaryamMagazine

As Waqfe Naus it is our responsibility to strive to be the best Ahmadis we 
can in our moral conduct and to try to always improve ourselves spiritually. 
We are fortunate that our beloved khalifa, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V, Hazrat 
Mirza Masroor Ahmad(May Allah be his Helper) gives us continual guidance on how 
we can achieve high levels of spirituality and righteousness. In his recent 
Friday Sermons Huzur(May Allah be his Helper) has reminded us that the purpose of 
life for an Ahmadi Muslim is to worship Allah the Almighty. While stressing 
the importance of Salat, Huzur(May Allah be his Helper) stated:

“When a person breaks ties with everyone except Allah by making an 
effort and by beseeching His blessings, then Allah descends His love 
upon him. And when such love of Allah Almighty descends upon a person 
then according to the Promised Messiah (peace be on him) his sins burn 
into ashes. After this the pleasure in Salat is permanently achieved. Thus, 
instead of complaining or thinking that our prayers do not give us pleasure, 
we need to try to establish this special relationship with God. We need to 
analyse our conditions whether we are merely performing actions or are 
fulfilling the requisites of true Salat.” (Friday Sermon 20th January 2017)

The 20th of February is known in the Ahmadiyya Jama’at with reference to 
the Prophecy of ‘Musleh Maud’ or the Promised Reformer. The Promised 
Messiah(Peace be on him) had sought a sign from Allah, the Exalted, in support of 
the truth of Islam, thus undertook a period of solitude for prayer. On 20th 
February 1886 he published a leaflet in which he stated that God Almighty 
had informed him during this period that a child would be born to him who 
would assist greatly in the service of Islam. 

In this issue of Maryam Magazine you will be able to read about the 
childhood of Hazrat Musleh Maud(May Allah be pleased with him). Also enjoy reading 
articles on a variety of subjects including a career in nursing, the importance 
of learning languages, the Importance of keeping company with the 
truthful and learn how to make a Magazine Organiser for your desks in our 
‘Creative Corner’. 

The prophecy of Hazrat Musleh Maudra is one of the many signs of the 
truthfulness of the Promised Messiahas; as Waqfe Nau it is vital to learn 
about the details of such prophecies in order to be able to tell others 
about the truth of Ahmadiyyat. May Allah enable us to spread the beautiful 
teachings of Ahmadiyyat and enable us to follow the guidance of our 
beloved Khalifa(May Allah be his Helper) and strive to improve the quality of our 
prayers. Ameen.

Hina Ahmedi
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Divine CommandmentsDivine Commandments
TO LOWER THE VOICE

TO SPEAK KINDLY 

HELPING BROTHERS WHEN THEY SEEK HELP

TO SUPPRESS ANGER

FULFILLING THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

(English Translation of the Holy Qur’an by Hazrat Maulvi Sher Ali Sahibra)

And lower thy voice; verily, the most disagreeable of voices is the voice of the ass.
(Luqman: 20)

And speak to men kindly. 
(Al-Baqarah: 84)

But if they seek help in matter of religion, then it is your duty to help them, except against 
a people between whom and yourselves there is a treaty. And Allah sees what you do.

(Al-Anfaal: 73)

And those who suppress anger.
(Aal e Imran: 135)

Verily, those who swear allegiance to thee, indeed swear allegiance to Allah. The Hand of 
Allah is over their hands. So whoever breaks his oath, breaks it to his own loss; and whoever 

fulfils the covenant that he has made with Allah, He will surely give him a great reward.
(Al- Fath: 11)

(لقٰمن:                              َواْغُضْض ِمْن َصْوِتَك ۭ ِانَّ َاْنَكَر اْالَْصَواِت َلَصْوُت اْ�َ�ِمْ�ِ�
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                                                 ۔َواْلٰكِظِمْ�َن اْلَغْيظَ 
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اِس ُحْسـًنا                                                ۔َوُقْوُلْوا ِللنَّ
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ْيِن َفعَ  ْصُر ِاالَّ َعٰ� َوِاِن اْسَ�ْنَصُرْوُكْم ِ�� الّدِ ُ ِبَما  �َلْيُكُم النَّ ْيَثاٌق  ۭ َوا�ّٰ َقْوٍمۢ َبْ�َنُكْم َوَ�ْيَ�ُ�ْم ِمّ

                                                    َ�ْعَمُلْوَن َبصْ�ٌ� 

    
َما  ِذْيَن ُيَباِ�ُعْوَنَك ِانَّ ِ َفْوَق َاْيِدْ�ِ�ْم ۚ َفَمْن نَّ ِانَّ الَّ َ ۭ َيُد ا�ّٰ َما َيْنُكُث َعٰ� ُيَباِ�ُعْوَن ا�ّٰ  �َكَث َفِانَّ

َ َفَسيُ  � ِبَما ٰعَ�َد َعَلْيُھ ا�ّٰ
ٰ
  )11(الفتح :                             ْؤِتْيِھ َاْجًرا َعِظْيًماَنْفِسٖھ ۚ َوَمْن َاْو�
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TRANSLATION:
Narrated by Ḥazrat Abū Dardā, Allāh be pleased with him: Said the Prophet of Allāh (Blessings of 
Allāh be on him and His peace): “Nothing weighs heavier in the scale of God than the excellence 
of conduct.”

(Abū Dāwūd, English translation is taken from the book ‘‘Forty Gems of Beauty’’ by Hazrat Mirza Bashir Ahmadra, p.140)

EXPLANATORY NOTES:
Excellent social behavior is half the faith. Islām has laid tremendous emphasis on it, so much so, that 
according to this Ḥadīth, the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allāh be on him) declared that 
there was nothing weightier in the Divine scale than excellent conduct. In another Ḥadīth, he says 
that whoso was not grateful to man was not grateful to God. In fact, excellence of social conduct 
constitutes the basis of every virtue; even spirituality is but an advanced state of good conduct. It 
is therefore that our Chief has laid so much stress on the improvement of social conduct and in this 
behalf the Aḥādīth reported are far too many to be enumerated. He was personally endowed with 
such excellence of social conduct that he never turned down the request of anyone for help, never 
first let go the hand of anybody once he grasped it; he took compassionate care of orphans and 
supported widows, won over his neighbours through kindly treatment, attended to his poorest of 
companions in their sickness and gave them new heart by the charm of his comforting speech, so 
full of compassion and love. This excellence of his conduct was not confined to men only. He has 
included even dumb animals within the fold of his compassion. He would constantly impress on his 
companions,                                    “It is a good deed to show compassion to all living beings.” Once when 
a camel was moaning piteously under the weight of excessive load, the Holy Prophet (peace and 
blessings of Allāh be on him) was deeply moved and walking over to the beast, compassionately 
patted his head and told his owner that the dumb animal was complaining of his cruel treatment 
and that he should treat him with considerateness so that he may be shown compassion in the 
heavens.Such are the manners as have been taught us by our Master. It grieves one’s heart to see 
many Muslims of today being so very unmindful of their social duties.

 (From the book “Forty Gems of Beauty” by Hazrat Mirza Bashir Ahmadra, p.140-144)

No Deed is Better than Good Conduct

A Saying of The Holy Prophetsaw

(May Peace and Blessings of Allah Ta’ala be Upon Him)

HADITH

ْرَداِء، َعِن النَِّيبِّ َصلَّى هللاُ َعَلْيِه َوَسلََّم قَاَل:  َقُل ِيف "َعْن َأِيب الدَّ َما ِمْن َشْيٍء َأثـْ
 )اْخلُُلقِ َ�ٌب ِيف ُحْسِن (سنن أيب داؤد، كتاب األدب    ." اْلِميَزاِن ِمْن ُحْسِن اْخلُُلقِ 

��������" ِيف ُكلِّ َكِبٍد َرْطَبٍة َأْجرٌ �
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WRITINGS OF THE PROMISED MESSIAHAS

“The habit of suspiciousness and thinking ill of 
others is an affliction which makes a person blind 
and plunges him into the dark pit of ruin. It is this 
unfortunate trait which brought about the worship 
of a dead human being. It is the same trait which 
alienates people from the Divine attributes of 
creation, mercy, providence, etc., reducing God 
to a useless entity—God forbid. It would be no 
exaggeration to state that it is in consequence of 
this habit that the greater part, indeed the whole, 
of hell will be filled. Those who think ill of the 
Commissioned ones of God Almighty scorn His 
bounties and His grace.” 

[The Essence of Islam, Volume 2, Pg. 363, Malfuzat, 

vol. 1, p. 100]

“The habit of thinking ill is a great curse which 
consumes faith as quickly as blazing fire consumes 
tinder. God becomes the enemy of him who thinks 
ill of God’s Messengers and He stands up to fight 
him. He entertains such jealousy on behalf of His 
chosen ones, as has no equal. When I was attacked 
in diverse ways, the same jealousy of God was 
roused on my behalf.”
[The Essence of Islam, Volume 2, Pg. 363, Al-

Wasiyyat, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 20, p. 317, footnote]

“I tell you truly that the habit of thinking ill of others 
is a great affliction, which destroys a person’s faith, 
flings him away from truth and rectitude, and 
turns friends into enemies. In order to acquire the 
excellences of the truthful it is necessary that a 
person should altogether shun the habit of thinking 
ill of others, and should he happen to fall into that 
attitude concerning someone else he should seek 
forgiveness repeatedly and should supplicate God 
Almighty that he may be safeguarded against 
such sinfulness and the consequences that flow 

from it. This habit should not be underrated. It 
is a dangerous disease which destroys a person 
very quickly. In short, thinking ill of another ruins 
a person. It is written that when those who are 
condemned to hell are brought face to face with it 
God Almighty would say to them: You had become 
guilty of thinking ill of God.”
[The Essence of Islam, Volume 2, Pg. 363-364, 

Malfuzat, vol. I, p. 372]

“The mischief starts when a person indulges in 
false suspicions and doubts. If a person thinks well 
in every situation, he is bestowed the capacity to 
achieve good. A mistake at the very start makes it 
difficult to reach the goal. Thinking ill of another 
is a great vice which deprives a person of many 
opportunities of doing good and which goes on 
mounting till a person begins to think ill of God 
Almighty.”
[The Essence of Islam, Volume 2, Pg. 364, Malfuzat, 

vol. II, p. 107]

(Urdu Couplets)

Try not to think ill of a person even though you find 
him wicked;
Be fearful of the wrath of the Lord of the world.
Perhaps your own eyes might make a mistake;
Perhaps he is not bad who looks bad to you.
Maybe it is the fault of your understanding;
Maybe it is a trial from the Forgiving Lord.
As a result you courted spiritual death on account 
of your suspiciousness;
And incurred the wrath of the Holy God.

[The Essence of Islam, Volume 2, Pg. 365, Brahin-

e-Ahmadiyya, Part V, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 21, pp. 
18-19]

Extracts taken from the Writings of the Promised Messiahas,
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian

Thinking ill of others

Maryam5
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Does Islam Permit Compulsion in the 
Matter of Religion?

Prior to analysing the early wars of Islām, it is 
incumbent upon us to first study the teachings 
presented by Islām regarding compulsion in 
religious matters. In other words, is it permissible 
- in light of Islāmic teachings - that people should 
be converted to Islām by force, and that Islām 
be propagated by the sword? If Islām permits 
compulsion, then undoubtedly, the issue would 
become dubious. In this case, the possibility 
would exist that perhaps the early wars of Islām 
were also fought for the purpose of converting 
people to Islām by force. However, if it is proven 
that in light of the Islāmic teaching compulsion in 
religion is prohibited, this would be a powerful 
argument to substantiate that these early wars 
of Islām were not for the purpose of converting 
people to Islām by force, rather, there were other 
reasons for them. For it is not possible in the 
least, nor can any sensible individual accept, that 
the Holy Prophetsaw himself and his Companions 
could have acted so openly against that teaching, 
which they conveyed to the people in the name 
of God, and upon which their national identity 
was based.

Now, when we cast a glance upon the Holy Qur’ān, 

we find clear injunctions against propagation by 
force. Allāh the Exalted states:

“O Messenger! And say to the people that Islām 

is the truth from your Lord; wherefore let him who 

will believe and let him who will, disbelieve.” 1

Then He states:

“O Messenger! Say to the people that now has the 

truth come to you from your Lord. So whosoever 

accepts the guidance, follows it only for the good 

of his own soul, and whosoever treads the wrong 

path, the consequence thereof would also befall 

him. And I am not a keeper over you.” 2

Then He states:

“There should be no compulsion in the matter of 

religion. Right has become distinct from wrong; 

whosoever abandons misguidance and believes 

in Allāh, it shall be as if he has grasped a strong 

handle, which knows no breaking. And Allāh is 

All-Hearing, All-Knowing.” 3

By Hazrat Mirza Bashir Ahmadra M.A  |  Translated by Ayyaz Mahmood Khan

The Life and Character of the Seal of Prophets
Extracts taken from the book ‘The Life & Character of the 

Seal of ProphetsPeace and Blessings of Allah be Upon Him “Sirat Khātamun-Nabiyyīn”
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In practical elaboration of this Qur’ānic verse 
there is a Ḥadīth as follows:

“When the Banū Nadīr were exiled from Madīnah, 

the children of the Ansār were also among them.4 

The Ansār desired to keep them, but the Holy 

Prophetsaw forbade them from doing so due to the 

Qur’ānic verse: There should be no compulsion in 

religion.” 5

Then, there is a narration related by Dathīq, the 
Roman, from the Khilāfat of Hazrat ‘Umarra:

“Dathīq, the Roman narrates that, in the Khilāfat 

of Hazrat ‘Umarra, I was his slave. He would often 

persuade me to become a Muslim, but I would 

refuse and Hazrat ‘Umarra would say:

Meaning: “There is no compulsion in religion.”

Then, he would remain silent. Thereafter, when 

the time of his demise drew near, Hazrat ‘Umarra 

freed me and said: “Now you may go wherever 

you desire.” 6

Then, God the Exalted states:

“O Messenger! And say to those who have 

been given the Book and to the unlearned, ‘Do 

you submit?’ (i.e., convey the message of Islām 

to them). If then, they submit then know that 

they have been guided. But if they reject your 

message, then your duty is only to convey the 

message. And Allāh is Watchful of His servants.” 7

These verses of the Holy Qur’ān, which I have 
presented according to the chronological order 
of their revelation, are a conclusive proof that in 
light of the Islāmic teaching, compulsion in the 
matter of religion is not permissible. Rather, Islām 
has left the issue of religion to the conscience 
of every individual, in that every individual may 
choose to follow whichever religion one so 
desires. From among the verses just mentioned, 
the verse of Sūrah Al-Kahf is from the Makkan 
era. Some scholars are of the opinion that the 
verse of Sūrah Yūnus is from the last days of the 
Makkan era, whereas others believe it to be from 
the Medinite era. The verse of Sūrah Al-Baqarah is 
from the initial years in Madīnah when the wars of 
Islām had begun. The verse of Sūrah Āle-‘Imrān is 
from the latter period in Madīnah, when Makkah 
and Ṭā’if had been conquered, and the wars 
of Arabia had nearly come to a close. As such, 
these different verses were revealed in diverse 
eras during the life of the Holy Prophetsaw. The 
last verse was revealed close to the demise of the 
Holy Prophetsaw. All of these verses conclusively 
and definitely establish the prohibition of
forceful propagation, and allude to the task of the 
prophet in as much that he should openly convey 
his teaching to the people. Thereafter, to accept 
or not to accept is the prerogative of people 
themselves. Now, in the presence of this clear 
and lucid teaching, which was loudly announced 
to the people day in and day out, and to which 
the disbelievers were invited, is it possible for the 
Holy Prophetsaw and his Companions to set out, 
sword in hand, so as to forcefully convert people 
to Islām? In this case, would the disbelievers 
not object saying that you preach a so-called 
divine word which speaks against compulsion, 
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yet practice coercion yourselves? Yet history 
proves that this allegation was never raised by 
the disbelievers, despite their habitual tendency 
to level allegations against the Holy Prophetsaw 
without holding back. A multitude of allegations 
have been recorded in the Holy Qur’ān, books of 
Ḥadīth, and history. 

 (The Life & Character of the Seal of Prophetssaw, 
Vol.2, p.40-44) 

State of Muslims at the Commencement of 
Jihad Refutes the Notion of Compulsion

Then we see that when Jihād was initiated by 
the Muslims, their state at the time also refutes 
the notion of compulsion. Is it possible for a war 
of compulsion to be waged by a mere handful 

of people- against whom the entire country was 
armed - and who could barely sleep at night 
due to fear? In such a state of affairs, only such 
a person can set out to fight who either believes 
that now the only means to avert death is to take 
up the sword in self-defense, or if he believes that 
now death is inevitable either way, so why not die 
in the field of battle like men. An individual who 
is not mad cannot set out to fight for any other 
purpose except for the two just mentioned, in 
such conditions as were prevalent among the 
Muslims at that time. This is proof of the fact that 
the early wars of Islām were in security and self-
defense, not for the purpose of compulsion and 
terrorism.

(The Life & Character of the Seal of Prophetssaw, 
Vol.2, p.44) 

REFERENCES
1 Al-Kahf (18:30)

2 Yūnus (10:109)

3 Al-Baqarah (2:257)

4 In the era of the Jāhiliyyah whenever an idolater from the Aus or Khazraj was unable to attain male 
offspring, he would vow that if a son was born to him, he would make him a Jew. In this manner, many 
children from the Aus and Khazraj had become Jewish.

5 Sunanu Abī Dāwūd, Kitābul-Jihād, Bābu Fil-Asīri Yukrahu ‘Alal-Islām, Ḥadīth No. 2682

6 Izālatul-Khifā’i ‘An Khilāfatil-Khulafā’i, By Shāh Wali’ullāh Muḥaddath Dehlvī (Translated by Muḥammad 
‘Abdush-Shukūr Fārūqī), Volume 1, p. 30, Mas’alah Dar Bayān Āńcheh Bar Khalīfah Wājib Ast…..Maṣālih-e-
Muslimīn, Qadīmī Kutub Khānah, Ārām Bāgh, Karachi

7 Āl-e-‘Imrān (3:21)
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After reciting Tashahhud, Ta’awwuz and Bismillah, 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Vaba said:

“Today, with the Grace of Allah, you are all 
attending the National Waqfaat-e-Nau Ijtema, 
which is arranged for those girls in our Jama’at, 
whose parents pledged their lives for the sake 
of their faith before they were born, and who 
upon reaching the age of fifteen, have voluntarily 
renewed that pledge. Thus, you have willingly 
chosen to dedicate your lives for the service of the 
Jama’at and, given this, it is imperative that you 
continually reflect upon your moral standards and 
religious knowledge.

You must ask yourselves if you are truly ready 
to serve wherever, and whenever the Jama’at 
calls you for service. Masha’Allah, having grown 
up here, you have all been blessed with many 
educational opportunities and so it can be said 
that you are all well- educated. Even those of you 
who are comparatively less educated than your 
peers, are still far more well-read than the majority 
of girls who grew up fifty or sixty years ago. And 
if we rewind the clock further, to the late 19th 
century or to the early 20th century, the girls and 

women of that period hardly had any educational 
opportunities at all.

Similarly, in terms of both secular and religious 
knowledge, very few Muslim girls had the 
opportunity to pursue secular studies or to learn 
about their faith and to increase their religious 
knowledge. This is quite astounding and deeply 
regrettable, given that the Holy Prophetsaw placed 
great importance and value upon the education 
and moral training of women and girls. Yet, over 
time, this instruction of the Holy Prophetsaw was 
increasingly ignored amongst Muslims and so 
Muslim women became far less educated than 
men.

A major cause of this unfortunate trend was the 
fact that many so-called religious scholars from 
amongst the so-called Ulema (religious scholars) 
did not want religious knowledge to be shared 
or spread, either amongst men, but especially 
amongst women. In contravention of Islamic 
teachings, they desired for women to be confined 
solely within the four walls of their home and did 
not even permit them to gain a basic education. 
Such attitudes were extremely harmful to the long-

ADDRESS BY HAZRAT KHALIFATUL MASIH 
VABA AT THE CONCLUDING SESSION OF THE 

NATIONAL WAQFAAT-E-NAU GIRLS IJTEMA 
UK ON 25TH FEBRUARY 2017
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term progress of Islam, because it was not possible 
for Muslim women to do the moral training of their 
children when they themselves had no knowledge 
of their faith. Yet this extremely selfish attitude 
prevailed across the ages and continued until 
Allah the Almighty sent the Promised Messiahas, 
for the sake of the revival and rejuvenation of the 
true teachings of Islam.

Upon his advent, where the Promised Messiahas 
emphasised the Tarbiyyat (spiritual and moral 
training) of men and encouraged them to be 
educated, similarly, he encouraged Ahmadi 
women and girls to seek both secular education 
and religious teachings. In fact, there was a time 
when the Promised Messiahas himself used to 
personally conduct religious classes with women. 
Through his blessed guidance, and subsequently 
through Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya, Ahmadi women 
came to understand the significance and value 
of gaining an education and of seeking religious 
knowledge. Certainly, throughout its existence, 
our Jama’at has continued to promote and 
support the education of women and girls and 
many programmes or schemes have been set up 
to facilitate this.

A prime example are the schools and colleges 
established by Hazrat Musleh-e-Maudra, first 
in Qadian and then in Rabwah. Through these 
centres of learning, those girls, who could not 
afford to travel to bigger cities to study, were 
provided a proper education and were able to 
attain high standards of secular knowledge and 
religious teachings. A huge added benefit of 
these schools and colleges was that our girls could 
attain education in a safe and moral environment, 
rather than having to travel to towns or cities 
where such an atmosphere did not exist. Having 
our girls educated in a safe and moral way is also 
a great challenge that we face today, especially 
here in Western countries, where the commonly 

held belief is that it is only due to the so-called 
‘freedoms’ that they have afforded that they are 
progressing. However, in this belief they are 
wrong and there are many dangers and pitfalls 
that exist in these societies and so all our girls, 
and particularly members of Waqfaat-e-Nau, must 
tread very carefully.

Whilst you should seek to excel in your studies, you 
must be careful that you never betray your Islamic 
values and never forsake the responsibilities placed 
upon you by your faith. As I have said, our Jama’at 
has always promoted the education of girls, and 
a by-product of this, is that in some parts of the 
world, particularly in developing nations, but also 
in the Western world, we are seeing that Ahmadi 
girls take their studies more seriously than boys 
and are out-performing them. Whilst, I am happy 
that our girls are shining in this manner, one issue 
that has arisen is that when it comes to deciding 
upon possible rishtas (proposals of marriage) 
some of our young Ahmadi women desire only 
to marry men who are educationally on par with 
them. Of course, our boys and young men should 
focus on their studies and work diligently, but if 
a girl gets a marriage proposal from a good and 
pious Ahmadi, she should not reject it just because 
the person is not as educationally qualified as she 
would like.

The priority in deciding upon a marriage proposal 
should always be righteousness and seeking to 
ensure that you can live the rest of your life in a home 
where the true values of Ahmadiyyat are always 
practiced. Anyway, in terms of the importance of 
education itself, always remember that knowledge 
can only prove beneficial when used for the sake 
of upholding your religion and faith. And the 
primary way to utilise your knowledge for the sake 
of your faith is to fulfil the rights owed to Allah the 
Almighty and to fulfil the rights of one another. 
Foremost amongst the rights owed to one another, 
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is the duty of a mother to raise and educate her 
children, be they boys or girls, in a pious fashion, 
so that they grow to excel and prove to be great 
assets to their nations. However, nowhere does 
Islam say that women should be confined to the 
home as is sometimes alleged.

For example, there are some girls and ladies who 
excel in studies and achieve extraordinary results 
and Islam does not instruct that they should waste 
their talents or skills and only stay at home. Islam 
does not restrict them from fulfilling their potential, 
rather they can pursue those professions through 
which they can benefit humanity and serve 
mankind. Thus, women who have the capacity to 
become doctors or teachers or to pursue other 
professions which are of benefit to humanity can 
do so. However, at the same time, they should not 
ignore their duties to their children and to their 
families. Such women should manage their time 
effectively and ensure that their children are not 
neglected in any way. Certainly, the first priority 
of an Ahmadi mother must always be the moral 
training of her own children.

Consequently, members of Waqfaat-e-Nau, 
who, having acquired high level degrees or 
qualifications, desire to make use of their skills 
professionally must ensure that they also fulfil their 
responsibilities of their home. Equally, those girls 
who are well-educated, but who do not go out to 
work professionally, should never bear any form 
of inferiority complex or feel embarrassed or as 
though they are wasting their talents. The truth is 
that looking after your homes, and caring for and 
raising your children, is of profound importance 
and of priceless value.

Generally speaking, Islamic teachings have 
ascribed a division of labour between the sexes 
and it is a great favour of our religion that it has 
made our respective roles and responsibilities 

so clear. Nonetheless, Islam has catered for all 
possible circumstances and so, even apart from 
professionals, there may be special conditions 
where women need to work. For example, during 
the time of the Holy Prophetsaw, women worked as 
nurses to aid those who had been injured during 
the battles and wars that took place. Indeed, a few 
Muslim women even fought on the front lines and 
showed magnificent courage and bravery.

Anyway, as I mentioned before, you are the 
people whose parents pledged your lives for 
the service of Islam, and many of you have now 
reached adulthood or are fast approaching it, and 
have renewed that pledge for yourselves. The 
question is why did you renew the bond of Waqaf 
(life dedication)? Why have you pledged your lives 
to the Jama’at? You should reflect upon this, as you 
can only fulfil your pledge if you understand what 
it entails and requires. By being a Waqf-e-Nau you 
have promised that you will forever give priority to 
your faith over all worldly and material things.

Hence, alongside your secular education in 
your schools and colleges, it is of paramount 
importance that you also strive to gain religious 
knowledge, because until you know what your 
religion teaches and expects, you cannot live your 
life according to its teachings. First and foremost, 
it is essential that you all read the Holy Quran with 
translation and study its commentary as much as 
possible. Only by becoming familiar with the Holy 
Quran will you be able to clearly understand the 
commandments of Allah the Almighty. Knowledge 
of the Quran will be the means of your spiritual 
progress and will enable you to do the Tarbiyyat of 
your own children.

Seated in front of me, are several Waqfaat-e-Nau 
who are now mothers themselves, but at the same 
time they are also working in various professions, 
and so I would again remind them that they must 
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divide their time in a way that the moral training and 
well- being of their children never suffers. There 
are also many young girls present who are now 
engaged to be married, and so Insha’Allah (God 
Willing) their family lives will soon begin and they 
should enter the next stage of their life knowing 
that their first priority is to train their children. If 
you fulfil this primary duty, it will not only benefit 
you and your family, but your efforts will also prove 
to be a source of pride and benefit to your nation, 
because you will have instilled positive values 
into the next generation. You will be ensuring 
that your children grow to be role models, who 
will understand their duties to those who follow 
them. In this way, you will be the foundation for a 
cycle of perpetual humanity, morality and peace 
amongst the coming generations. By training your 
children according to Islamic teachings, you will 
not only be a means of protecting them, but also 
the generations that follow as well.

Remember that the key for any nation to thrive 
and progress lies in the hands of the mothers of 
that nation. In terms of the status of women in 
Islam, we need look no further than the teachings 
of the Holy Prophetsaw during the period when 
Islam was being attacked and defensive wars were 
fought by the Muslims. At the time of that Jihad, 
many Muslim men were martyred and, as we all 
know, the rewards and blessings associated with 
martyrdom are vast. Consequently, some Muslim 
women asked the Holy Prophetsaw why they were 
not permitted to fight and why they were being 
deprived of the blessings of Jihad of the Sword 
and martyrdom, by looking after their homes. In 
reply, the Holy Prophetsaw told that women that if 
they fulfilled their duties to their home, and if they 
did the moral training of their children, and raised 
them to be pious Muslims, then their reward would 
be equal to the reward of the men who went and 
engaged in Jihad.
In this era of the Promised Messiahas, the conditions 

for a physical Jihad of the Sword no longer exist, 
because no nation or group is raising a physical 
army against Islam and the tactics used by its 
opponents today are quite different. Rather than 
physical warfare, they are attacking Islam through 
the publication of anti-Islam literature, through the 
media and internet and through their own forms 
of missionary work. Accordingly, we are now in a 
period where education is the key to challenging 
this propaganda by waging an intellectual Jihad 
through those same mediums that are being used 
to target Islam. It is not only men and boys who 
can take part in this Jihad of the Pen, rather our 
women and girls can, and must, take part.

Amongst our ladies, the members of Waqfaat-e-
Nau should lead this effort and, so once you have 
attained a good education, you must not waste 
any opportunity to defend Islam from the false 
charges that are being levelled against it. This is 
another reason why it is necessary that you gain 
religious knowledge so that you can respond 
to the different allegations made and remove 
any misconceptions that exist. Without any fear, 
embarrassment or complex, you should respond 
boldly to the false claims that are made because 
you have truth on your side. In this era, many of 
the allegations raised against Islam centre around 
women’s rights and so you should particularly 
focus on responding to them. For example, it is 
often alleged that Islam oppresses women and 
forces them to remain confined within their home 
at all times. Similarly, it is said that the hijab is a 
means of subjugating women.

Another, common allegation, is that women are 
denied their basic rights by Islam, even though 
Islam is that religion, which from the outset 
guaranteed the rights of all women. It is that 
religion which liberated women and established 
their true status and honour. It is only in the past 
century, that those people and nations who 
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condemn Islam, have been forced to afford some 
basic rights to women and yet they still try to 
claim moral superiority. Furthermore, in the name 
of ‘freedom’ they have fostered an environment 
in which women are treated as objects and their 
dignity and true status is constantly undermined. 
Anyway, as I said, it is your duty to defend the 
noble teachings of Islam through the media and 
other similar means.

Thus, a central team of Waqfaat-e-Nau should be 
established for this purpose and similarly there 
should be local teams in different regions and 
cities as well. It is you, our Waqf-e-Nau girls and 
ladies, who must take on the mantle of educating 
the world about the meaning of true dignity and 
explain how the rights of women have been 
protected by Islam. For this, you must, as I have 
already said, read and study the Holy Quran and 
also read other Jama’at literature as much as 
possible. The knowledge you will gain from such 
study will provide you with the intellectual power 
and capability to overcome the arguments of 
those who oppose our religion.

In terms of the importance of seeking knowledge, 
Hazrat Musleh-e-Maudra once remarked that until 
100% of our Ahmadi women were fully educated, 
it would be impossible to train the youth of our 
Jama’at. This comment was steeped in truth and 
wisdom. If 10%, 20% or even 50% or 60% of our 
women are well educated and knowledgeable 
and raise their children in the best fashion, it 
will still not be enough. The reason is that their 
children will meet other Ahmadi children, whose 
mothers are not educated or do not have sufficient 
religious knowledge, and such children will have 
a negative effect on them. Therefore, for a true 
righteous and spiritual community to develop, we 
need every single Ahmadi mother and father to 
play their respective roles.

If one person, or one family, is weak, it can easily 
have a knock-on effect upon the next. Conversely, 
if all Ahmadi families set a positive example for 
their own children it will ensure that we can create 
a spiritual and Islamic atmosphere, even whilst 
living here in the West. Through your schools 
and colleges, you all have easy access to secular 
education, but as I have said repeatedly, you 
must pursue religious knowledge alongside it. 
Otherwise, if you abandon your religious teachings 
and traditions, the worldly knowledge you attain 
will not be of any real value or benefit to you. 
Again, I urge you to study the Holy Quran as much 
as possible and read the books of the Promised 
Messiahas and whatever other Jama’at literature is 
available in English.

Furthermore, you should listen to my sermons 
and try to act upon whatever I ask of you. Indeed, 
you should consider the sermons of the Khalifa-
e-Waqt (Khalifah of the time) as a ready-made 
code of conduct for you to live your lives by. As 
I said, it is your duty to respond to the allegations 
made against Islam in the West, particularly those 
that relate to women’s rights. You must respond, 
not only through your words, but also through 
your conduct. For example, you should maintain 
a good standard of purdah at all times. Just a few 
months ago, in Canada, I delivered a sermon in 
which I listed around 34 or 35 special traits that 
members of the Waqf-e-Nau should strive to 
attain. I highlighted those qualities that ought to 
be the hallmarks of Waqf-e-Nau and so you should 
keep them in mind at all times and assess to what 
extent you are practicing them.

You must also be regular in Namaz (Salat) and 
always pray that Allah blesses your efforts 
and enables you to utilise your education and 
knowledge with wisdom. On one occasion, Hazrat 
Musleh-e-Maudra narrated an incident of an Ahmadi 
girl who had completed her Bachelors degree, 
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and so she was advised that having attained 
high qualifications, she should try to spread the 
teachings of Ahmadiyyat amongst other educated 
people through Tabligh. However, in response, she 
remarked that she did not attain such qualifications 
and education in order to cause ‘division’ and that 
she felt doing Tabligh was a means of sparking 
conflict. Having narrated this, Hazrat Musleh-e-
Maudra remarked that her response was not of an 
educated or literate person, but was the response 
of someone who was ignorant and illiterate. Thus, 
none of you should fall into this trap. You should 
understand and recognise the opportunities Allah 
has blessed you with and seek to use whatever 
knowledge you have gained for the sake of the 
defence and propagation of Islam.

At this time, I also wish to clarify another allegation 
that is often levelled against Islam by its opponents, 
and regrettably, is even believed by some Muslim 
men and women. The allegation refers to the 
Hadith in which the Holy Prophetsaw said that he 
had seen in a vision of hell in which there were 
many women, who had no knowledge of their 
religion, who displayed no wisdom or intellect, 
and who were ungrateful. Based on this Hadith, 
certain non-Muslim critics have alleged that Islam 
has belittled and maligned the status of women, 
yet nothing could be further from the truth. Hazrat 
Musleh-e-Maudra has given a detailed commentary 
and interpretation of this Hadith, in which he notes 
that the Holy Prophetsaw was referring to specific 
weaknesses that existed in some women of that 
time, whereby they were illiterate, ignorant of 
their faith and ungrateful for the favours bestowed 
upon them.

Hence, the words of the Holy Prophetsaw were 
given as a warning for such women to reform 
themselves. Yet, during the same era, we also see 
how Muslim women scaled the highest peaks of 
morality, virtue and knowledge. For example, 

some women, notably Hazrat Ayeshara, taught 
Islam to the Muslim men. Similarly, some fought 
in battles alongside the men and gave great 
sacrifices. Further, as I mentioned earlier, the Holy 
Prophetsaw said that women who trained their 
children and looked after their homes would be 
the recipients of the same rewards as those who 
had engaged in Jihad. Thus, how could it be that 
such devout and pious women were bound for 
hell? It is impossible and anyone who claims this 
has entirely misrepresented the teachings of the 
Holy Prophetsaw.

As I said, this Hadith was a warning and note of 
caution to the women of that time. It was also 
a means of inspiration, as the Holy Prophetsaw 
sought to raise the spiritual standards of the 
Muslim women, and showed them the means 
of unlocking the doors to paradise. Never did 
the Holy Prophetsaw say that these weaknesses 
or sins were part of the nature of women, rather 
he counselled that they were bad habits that 
had developed amongst some. Whilst nature is 
something inherent and permanent, bad habits 
can be changed and improved upon.

Just as the Holy Prophetsaw repeatedly drew the 
attention of Muslim men to their weaknesses and 
taught them how to reform, similarly he guided 
the women as well. It is a cause of deep sorrow 
that this Hadith has regularly been misinterpreted 
and abused by certain so-called Islamic scholars, 
who have hatefully claimed that these words prove 
that women are wrongdoers, lacking in wisdom, 
knowledge or judgment and who are, God forbid, 
bound for hell no matter what. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. As I said earlier, many of the 
so-called Ulema (religious scholars), did not wish 
for women to progress and so they purposely 
interpreted this Hadith in a completely wrong 
fashion in order to fulfil their own selfish agendas. 
These words of the Holy Prophetsaw were spoken 
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only as a means of reformation, so that women 
could fulfil their potential and raise their status.

We, Ahmadi Muslims, are truly fortunate that the 
Promised Messiahas has enlightened us to the 
ignorance of the other Ulema and saved us from 
their fabrications and foolish interpretations. 
Thus, it will be a grave and perilous mistake for 
any woman to believe, having heard the false 
interpretations of the so-called scholars, that she 
lacks the capability to harbour knowledge, that she 
is inherently ungrateful, or that there is no point 
in learning her faith, as she is destined for hell 
no matter what. It is when a person gives up and 
believes that there is no chance of reformation or 
improvement that weaknesses and sins increase.
Tragically, some Muslim women have come under 
the influence of certain non-Ahmadi Maulvis 
(religious clerics) and so have become prone 
to the belief that they are somewhat inferior to 
men. This is completely wrong and erroneous. No 
woman should ever accept the false notion that 
somehow, they are bound for hell, inferior to men 
or unable to gain knowledge or wisdom. Let it be 
crystal clear that in no respect is a woman’s status 
less than that of a man. Rather, the Holy Prophetsaw 
was the person who established the rights of all 
women, in all places and for all times. How could it 
ever be that, on the one hand, the Holy Prophetsaw 
proclaimed that paradise lay under the feet of 
one’s mother, and that half of Islamic faith could be 
learned from Ayeshara, and yet on the other hand, 
state that, God forbid, women were hell-bound? 
As I said, this is impossible, and such claims are 
the result of the ignorant and false interpretations 
given by some clerics, solely to satisfy their own 
interests.

This Hadith was actually a great favour upon all 
womankind by the Holy Prophetsaw, as he warned 
them and showed them the path to salvation 
and brandished a spiritual torch guiding them 

towards the path of Allah. Thus, no Muslim woman 
should ever have any complex whatsoever about 
their status and nor should they ever accept any 
false interpretation of this Hadith. The correct 
interpretation is that women should, just like men, 
try to remove their weaknesses, and should pursue 
secular and religious education and use their 
knowledge to defend Islam and for the sake of 
the moral training of their future generations. The 
younger girls present should also understand the 
importance of education and should try to excel in 
their schools and colleges, whilst also striving for 
religious knowledge.

Even at your young age, you should keep in mind 
that your education is the means through which 
you will, Insha’Allah (God Willing), come to serve 
Islam. Never bear any complex about your faith, 
whether in regard of Islamic teachings or in terms 
of the observance of your faith. For example, 
you should always wear modest clothing, and 
confidently explain to others that you are not 
forced to wear such clothes, rather you choose 
to dress modestly having understood the deep 
wisdom underpinning your faith. Similarly, from a 
young age, Waqfaat-e-Nau girls must be regular 
in Namaz (Salat). Remember, that the five daily 
prayers are obligatory from the age of 10 and so 
try to offer your prayers with proper concentration 
and with the aim of increasing your connection 
with Allah.

May Allah enable all of you to understand and 
act upon what I have said today. May Allah Help 
all of you to fulfil the demands of your pledge as 
members of the Waqfaat-e-Nau scheme – Ameen. 
Now, join me in silent prayer.”
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 Adila Mahmood Ahmad

Learning languages is a skill that has been 

instilled in Waqifeen from an early age. 

The majority of us have grown up in a 

multilingual environment; often speaking 

a different language at home than we do 

at school/work. Switching between these 

languages becomes a second nature to 

us. However, the real purpose of learning 

languages for a Waqfe Nau has a more 

profound meaning and wisdom behind it, 

which we can better understand through 

looking at key Qur’anic verses and through 

the guidance from our Caliphs. 

Allah the Almighty states in the Holy Qur’an: 

“And We have not sent any Messenger 
except with revelation in the language of 
his people in order that he might make 
things clear to them. Then Allah leaves 
to go astray whom He wills and guides 
whom He wills. And He is the mighty, the 
Wise”. (14:5)

In this verse, Allah the Almighty explains 

clearly how the true message is not limited 

only to the Arab people or in Arabic, but is 

meant for the whole of mankind, as Allah 

the Almighty states in another chapter:

“And We have not sent thee but as a 
bearer of glad tidings and a warner for 
all mankind, but most men know not.” 
(34:29)

This explains that the Holy Prophetsaw and 

the Divine message he revealed were both 

sent by Allah with a universal purpose 

and hence, encompasses all peoples and 

consequently, all languages. Elaborating 

on the purpose of his mission, the Promised 

Messiahas explains that the era of the Holy 

Prophetsaw was the time of “the perfection 

of guidance” (takmeel-e-hidayat) through 

the revelation of the complete and perfect 

Holy Qur’an and Islam. However, today’s 

day and age, or in other words the Promised 

Messiah’sas era was described by Huzooras 

as the “perfection of the propagation of 

guidance” (takmeel-e-isha’at-e-hidayat)1 

which means that the perfect guidance 

received in the Holy Prophet’ssaw era, will 

now be spread worldwide, reiterated by 

the revelation received by the Promised 

Messiahas: “I shall cause thy message to 

reach the corners of the earth.” 

Likewise, the purpose of a Waqfe Nau is 

to continue spreading the true message 

of Islam in the form of Ahmadiyyat to all 

mankind and the knowledge of a language 

therefore becomes a very useful asset in 

fulfilling this mission. 

Furthermore, our beloved Caliphs have 

also highlighted the need to learn various 

different languages and have encouraged 

Waqifeen to do so since the establishment 

of the Waqfe Nau scheme in 1987. 

Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IVrh explained in 

his Friday Sermon on 17th February 1989 
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that “Waqifeen need to be experts in 3 
languages at least: namely, Arabic, Urdu 
and the local language of the country. 
Then we will have good missionaries to 
spread the message of Ahmadiyyat that 
is the true Islam, in most countries.”1

In the same Friday sermon, Huzoorrh gave 

a list of suitable and beneficial professions 
for Waqifeen girls, of which one was the 

study of languages: “They should become 
specialists in languages and become top 
experts in literary writings so that they 
can help with the publications of the 
Jama’at.”2

 

Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IVrh encouraged 

the learning of various different languages 

particularly Russian and Chinese due to the 

very large population number and political 

interest, but many other languages too. 

However, the importance of learning Arabic 

and Urdu are not to be ignored as stated in 

his Friday Sermon on 1st December 1989: 

“We need to tell them that whether 
they are learning Polish, Hungarian, 
Czechoslovakian, Romanian or Albanian, 
they have to learn Urdu and Arabic as 
well.”3

Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Vaba reinforces the 

importance of keeping up Urdu and Arabic 

learning alongside other languages and 

explained why they are so valuable for 

Waqifeen as he stated in his Friday Sermon 

on 18th January 2013: “Arabic has to be 
learnt anyway; to read the Holy Qur’an 
and commentaries and a large amount of 
other literature. Unless one knows Arabic 
properly one cannot translate the Holy 
Qur’an. Urdu is necessary because real 
insight of faith can be attained through 
the books of the Promised Messiahas. 
His books, commentaries and writings 
are a treasure which can bring about 
a revolution in the world and impart 
real Islamic teachings to the world, 
interpreting the Holy Qur’an.”4

To conclude, it is evident that learning 

languages is not only important for a 

Waqfe Nau but rather is a necessity. It 

complies with the insightful instructions of 

our Caliphs and allows us to increase our 

religious and secular knowledge. Learning 

a new language can teach us about 

different cultures and different people but 

most importantly, it opens up new ways 

and bridges for the propagation of Islam.  

____________________________________________________________________________

1 “Sermons on Waqf-e-Nau” p.54 https://www.alislam.
org/library/books/Sermons-on-Waqf-e-Nau.pdf 

2 “Sermons on Waqf-e-Nau” p.58 https://www.alislam.
org/library/books/Sermons-on-Waqf-e-Nau.pdf

3 “Sermons on Waqf-e-Nau” p.90 https://www.alislam.
org/library/books/Sermons-on-Waqf-e-Nau.pdf

4 Friday Sermon 18/01/2013 https://www.alislam.org/
friday-sermon/2013-01-18.html#summary-tab
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FOCUS
BOOKS OF THE PROMISED MESSIAHas

This section of the magazine aims to provide a brief insight into one of 

the books of The Promised Messiahas. In this Issue we introduce 

“Sabz Ishtihar”

TITLE:  Sabz Ishtihar

AUTHOR:  Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmadas

LANGUAGE:  Urdu

ENGLISH VERSION:  The Green Announcement 

NUMBER OF PAGES:  24

YEAR WRITTEN:  1888

YEAR PRINTED:  1888

PRINTED BY:  Riad-e-Hind Press, Amritsar

THE GREEN ANNOUNCEMENT
The Green Announcement is the English rendering 

of Sabz Ishtihar (Urdu) written by the Holy Founder 
of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama’at, The Promised 
Messiah and Mahdi, Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad 

of Qadian (on whom be peace) in 1888. The first 
English translation of Sabz Ishtihar was prepared 

by Wakalat Tasnif, Rabwah in 2008. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Born in 1835 in Qadian (India), Hazrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmadas, The Promised Messiah and 

Mahdi, remained dedicated to the study of the 
Holy Qur’an and to a life of prayer and devotion. 
Finding Islam the target of foul attacks from all 
directions, the fortunes of Muslims at a low ebb, 

faith yielding to doubt and religion only skin-
deep, he undertook vindication and exposition of 

Islam. In his vast corpus of writings (including his 
epoch-making ‘Brahin-e-Ahmadiyya’), his lectures, 
discourses, religious debates etc., he argued 

that Islam was a living faith and the only faith by 
following which man could establish contact 

with his Creator and enter into communion with 

Him. He announced that God had appointed 

him the Messiah and Mahdi as mentioned in the 

prophecies of the Bible, the Holy Qur’an and 
Ahadith. In 1889 he began to accept initiation into 

his Community which is now established in more 
than two hundred countries. His more than eighty 
books are written mostly in Urdu, but some are in 
Arabic and Persian.
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BACKGROUND AND 
INTRODUCTION
After publishing Barahin-e-Ahmadiyyah, Hazrat 
Mirza Ghulam Ahmadas was keen to demonstrate 

and vindicate the truth, excellence and the beauty 
of Islam by heavenly signs. Therefore, in obedience 
to Divine Command, he went to Hoshiarpur and 

there he spent forty days, just like Moses who 
went to the Mount Sinai for forty nights. At the 
end of this time period, the Promised Messiahas 

issued a special leaflet announcing the wonderful 
sign of a Promised Son. On August 7, 1887 a son 

was born to the Promised Messiahas; Bashir I, this 

led to the receipt of hundreds of letters, asking 

whether he was the Promised Son. The Promised 

Messiahas replied by saying that he had received 
no clear indication and could not say that it was 
the Promised Son. However, when Bashir I died on 

November 4, 1888, at the age of sixteen months, 

the enemies of Islam raised a commotion in order 

to decry the Promised Messiahas by saying that the 
boy who died was the one who should have lived 
to become the Promised Reformer. For a time, the 
Promised Messiahas remained silent but when he 

saw that the enemies of Islam were deceiving the 

public, he issued a detailed reply in December, 
1888 in the form of a leaflet. [From An Introduction 
to the Hidden Treasures of Islam, pg.40,41]
The leaflet is entitled A Discourse upon the Death 
of Bashir, but has become generally known as Sabz 
Ishtihar, The Green Announcement on the account 

of the colour of the paper it was first printed on. 
[From the Introduction of the book ‘The Green 
Announcement’ by the Promised Messiahas, pg.iii]

THE BOOK
In this leaflet the Promised Messiahas points out 

that he had never declared that Bashir I was the 

son for whose birth the period of nine years was 
fixed. There was certainly no revelation which 

declared that Bashir I was the Promised Reformer. 

Even if the Promised Messiahas had looked upon 

him as such, it could detract nothing from the 

value of the prophecy. His own conjecture could 
not be faultless. A prophet’s own interpretation 
sometimes may not be correct. It has always been 
the case with the prophets of God, but the Word 
of God cannot err. In this case, however, Hazrat 

Mirza Ghulam Ahmadas had never put any definite 
interpretation on the prophecy, so there could 
be no mistake about it. As a matter of fact, the 

death of Bashir I was also in fulfilment of a portion 
of the original prophecy made on February 20, 
1886, which runs as follows: I shall multiply thee 
exceedingly and shall bless thy children. But some 
of them will die in their infancy. Bashir I died in 
infancy and thus this part of the prophecy was 
fulfilled. So the Promised Messiahas stressed the 

importance of his mission and explained that the 

object of his prophecies was to demonstrate that 
Islam was a living religion. The Promised Messiahas 

reiterated in the Green Announcement that the 

Promised Reformer called Bashir II would surely 
be born within the period fixed for his birth and 
said that his name would be Mahmud; and on the 

basis of his revelation, he also called him Fazl and 
Fazl-e-‘Umar. On Saturday, January 12, 1889,the 
Promised Son was born, who was given the name 

of Mahmud, and his birth was made known the 

same day by means of a leaflet. It was also written 
therein that he had not yet been informed as 
to whether this boy was the one who was to be 
the Promised Reformer. Later on, however, the 

Promised Messiahas declared in his book that he 

was the Promised Son. Under Divine instructions, 

the son himself later claimed that he was the 

“Promised One.” [An Introduction to the Hidden 
Treasures of Islam, pg.41,42]

SPECIMENS OF WRITINGS 



Maryam 20

FROM THE BOOK ‘THE 
GREEN ANNOUNCEMENT’

“There are children so perfectly endowed 
that they possess the purity of the saint, 
the intellect of the philosopher, and the 

enlightened spirit of the sage, and show every 
sign of being highly talented, but they do not 
stay long in this transient world.” (The Green 
Announcement, p.9,10)

“It should be borne in mind that these few 

sentences about the condition of the Muslims 

have been written out of sympathy for them, so 
that they may discard their erroneous beliefs 
and reject ideas that are unfounded and have 
no basis in truth. Their doubts and misgivings 

regarding the death of Bashir Ahmad testify 
to their own lack of understanding, otherwise 

there were no grounds for any misgivings. 
I have reiterated time and again that I never 

issued any announcement categorically 
stating that this particular boy would be the 
Promised Reformer and live to an old age.

Even though I myself was inclined towards 
this view on account of the apparent signs, I 

never issued any announcement to this effect, 
because, if my interpretation turned out to 
be wrong, it would have caused the general 

public, who are not conversant with the 

subtleties of Divine knowledge, to be misled. 

But ignorant people are still bent upon being 

misled and are ascribing to me statements 

that I have never made.”

(The Green Announcement, p.11,12)

“O you who love truth with your heart and 
soul, and you who hunger and thirst for it! 
Do understand that belief in sainthood and 

its essentials is the sine qua non for passing 

through this chaotic world with one’s faith 
intact. Sainthood helps to safeguard belief 

in Prophethood, and belief in Prophethood 

safeguards belief in God. Saints are like pegs 

that reinforce Prophethood, and Prophets are 

like nails that strengthen belief in the existence 

of God. Whoever fails to recognize a Saint will 
also not succeed in recognizing a Prophet, 

and he who does not recognize a Prophet will 

certainty fail to recognize God and is bound 
to be led astray.” (The Green Announcement, 
p.17)

“…Islam possesses this wonderful spiritual 

quality that whoever follows its teaching, 
truthfully and sincerely, is blessed with special 
Divine communion, and experiences in his 

own self the signs of acceptance that other 

people never can. This is an inescapable reality 
and countless righteous people become 

privy to it through their own experience. But 
only those can attain these heights who truly 
and sincerely follow the Holy Prophetsaw and, 

casting off their earthly garb, don the heavenly 
robes. (The Green Announcement, p.26)

SAMPLE GLOSSARY

BAQA:  The life of eternity
BARAN-E-RAHMAT: Rain of Mercy
BASHIR:  Bearer if glad-tidings

CHARAGH DIN:  Light of Faith
FANA:  Self-annihilation

NURULLAH:  Light of Allah

SAYYEB:  Heavenly Rain

 “The Green Announcement” is available to read on www.alislam.org 
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Job:  Recently Qualified as a Staff Nurse at Great Ormond Street Hospital 

Degree: Bsc Honours Children’s Nursing                                                         

Zaina Ahmed

It has always been a passion of mine to take 
care of people, particularly children from a 
very young age. Growing up as an expatriate 
child in the Middle East, I was always helping 
my parents with my siblings and constantly 
volunteering to help at our compounds 
local nursery. When returning to the UK, 
my enthusiasm for working with children 
increased as I continued to volunteer at 
organisations such as Bedelsford school 
(which is a special educational needs 
school) where I was able to work along side 
the school nurses, school physiotherapist, 
Occupational Therapists and many other 
important members whom are involved in 
the childrens care. I also became heavily 
involved within the Crèche department for 
Jalsa. This all contributed to my decision in 
becoming a Paediatric Nurse. 

Before starting the course in 2012, I did 
a lot of research to understand what was 
needed from me as I knew it would be an 
intense and very time consuming vocation. 
I wanted to make sure that I could still fulfil 
my responsibilities as the eldest daughter 
for my family. I knew this degree would put 
me to the test, showing me my capabilities 
of balancing both higher education with 
high intensity placements and taking care 
of my family in conjunction with doing 
essential everyday tasks.
I was fortunate enough to be given the 

opportunity to do my 3 years of training at 
Great Ormond Street hospital for Children 
(GOSH), where I was surrounded by a 
multitude of different specialised wards, 
inspiring staff members and families. The 
areas I had the privilege to work within 
in the last 3 years included oncology, 
cardiology, cardiac intensive care, Bone 
marrow transplant, immunology and 
infectious diseases and renal conditions. 

My typical working shift would consist of 
12.5 hours either day or night shifts, which 
did not include my travel time to and from 
work. After 3 long day/night shifts my days 
off would consist of rest, spending time with 
family, friends and of course helping with 
daily chores such as cleaning the house, 
food shopping, going to see whether my 
grandparents need help etc. Although 
this could sometimes be tiring and 
overwhelming, I did not mind as one thing 
my area of work had taught me was the 
importance of resilience and being grateful 
for everything I had and for everyone that 
was around me. 

Working within paediatrics, although 
rewarding, can also be emotionally 
draining. I formed many relationships with 
families, who had children with severe long 
term conditions. Some were lucky enough 
to go home and continue their lives, and 
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others were not.  One particular patient, 
who will always stay in my heart, was a 
little boy of 7 months who had a severe 
immune condition and underwent a bone 
marrow transplant (BMT). He had the most 
loving parents, and an older sister of 3 
who was waiting for him to come home. 
Unfortunately, after 4 weeks of what we 
thought was a successful transplant, the 
little boy’s tiny body rejected the BMT and 
he was rushed into Intensive care, where 
sadly he passed away. I had spent 3 months 
with this family, and noticed how they 
appreciated the smallest things in life… the 
things we as individuals take for granted. 
This was one of the many cases that opened 
my eyes and made me so thankful to Allah 
for all that I have- my family, friends and 
their health and well being. All the children 
and families at GOSH live a life that we 
can not imagine. This is the time where I 
truly thank Allah for his generosity and for 
making me a stronger person.  Working and 
forming relationships with the service users 
has helped me develop further not only as 

an individual in my line of work but also as a 
daughter and older sister.  Yes, sometimes 

I do become irritated at my siblings and get 
tired of doing house chores, but then I also 
remember all the cases I have worked with 
at GOSH and then these ‘irritating’ daily 
tasks are all of a sudden not so irritating. 

As a Waqfe Nau, this career path, I believe 
could help the Jama’at. All over the world 
there are children and families in need and 
this vocation could take me to these places 
where I can use the skills I have gained to 
help them lead and live better lives. If we 
look at the current state of our world and 
at how so many children are affected in 
countries such as Africa, Romania, Syria and 
Palestine, it is clear that they are in need 
of professionals like us to sacrifice our time 
to help them. Inshallah I hope to one day 
make a difference, and help those children 
so that they can live healthy lives like our 
children in the UK.  
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Is the testimony of a man equal to 
that of two women?

I remember watching an episode of Question Time with my family one Saturday morning. 
I do not remember the question being discussed or the panellists they had invited. The 
debate must have been religious in nature, but I cannot even be sure of that. The only 
thing I remember from the debate was this: a lady challenged a Muslim woman to defend 
the passage in the Holy Qur’an, which states that a woman’s testimony is worth half 
the testimony of a man. This in itself was not unusual. Question Time often encourages 
interfaith discussion and heated debate. What made this exchange memorable was the 
look of complete bewilderment on the Muslim woman’s face. She was completely and 
utterly stumped. A second passed; perhaps two. She had no idea how to answer. At last 
she found her voice, and dismissed the question as irrelevant (which, granted, it was) and 
the debate moved rapidly onwards. The discussion continued. The moment was gone. 
And so was the answer.

It is regretful that these moments are 
continually lost: fleeting opportunities to 
change people’s perceptions or chances 
to set people aright about things that are 
important to us. These moments have a 
habit of passing us by almost imperceptibly. 
Invariably in the wake of their departure, 
thoughts of things that could have been 
said - and perhaps should have been 
said - plague one’s mind for days on end. 
Unfortunately coming up with the perfect 
response months after the event is little 
consolation. The only way one can ever 
hope to have the perfect answer at the 
perfect time is to know one’s faith. At the 
time I did not know the answer to question 
either, which prompted me to look into the 
subject myself. 

So: is a man’s testimony equal to that of two 
womens’? In many Muslim countries, this 
is a fact of life. Courts of countries such as 
Bahrain, Egypt and Saudi Arabia stipulate 
that a woman’s testimony is worth half 
that of a man’s. This policy has also been 

codified in the legal systems of Syria, Iran 
and Iraq. Morocco adopts this approach 
in matters of Family Law, and in Yemen 
women’s testimonies are not permitted 
in cases of adultery and retribution at all. 
It seems astonishing that in this day and 
age, someone’s entire testimony could 
be dismissed solely on the basis of their 
gender. These provisions are defended 
by their creators as simply adhering to 
Qur’anic injunction. In verse 283 of Surah 
Al-Baqarah, it is stated:

“O ye who believe! When you borrow 
one from another for a fixed period, then 

write it down…and call two witnesses from 
among your men; and if two men be not 
available, then a man and two women, of 
such as you approve as witnesses, so that 
if one of the two women should forget, 

then one may remind the other.”

Several erroneous conclusions can be drawn 
from this verse; namely, that a female witness 
is inherently inferior compared to a male 

By Maryam Khalil
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witness; or that a woman is characteristically 
more prone to forgetfulness and confusion. 
This verse has also been quoted many a 
time to compound the idea that women are 
treated as second-class citizens in Islam. 
However, these claims are as false as they 
are unfounded, and in no way reflect the 
ideals of Islam.

Equality denotes that women are granted 
the same status, rights and opportunities 
as men. This is established in Islam from 
the very beginning of creation; in the Holy 
Qur’an, men and women are said to have 
been created ‘from a single soul’ [4:2]. 
This lies in stark contrast to the prevailing 
Christian belief that women were created 
from the rib of Adamas. Unlike the Bible, the 
Holy Qur’an places men and women firmly 
on equal footing from their inception. This 
is compounded in Hadith, where women 
are described as ‘the twin halves of men’ 
(Abu Dawood 234; Tirmidhi 113). Verse 98 
of Surah An-Nahl reads “Whosoever acts 
righteously, whether male or female… we 
will surely bestow on such their reward 
according to the best of their works.” This 
categorically repudiates any discrimination 
based upon gender. The religion of Islam 
has consistently shown itself to be a beacon 
of equality and women’s rights. All these 
teachings, however, seem to be forgotten 
entirely in the wake of this particular verse 
pertaining to women’s testimonies. So how 
can we reconcile the two? 

Firstly, it is important to consider and 
understand the context of Arabia at the 
time of revelation. Arabia operated under 
a strictly patrilineal system. Women were 
treated as slaves or property. They had no 
control over their marriages, property or 
finances. Female infanticide was rife. It is 
only in light of this context that the true 
purpose of this verse can be understood. 
Verse 283 of Surah Al-Baqarah outlines a 
very specific scenario i.e. the settling of a 
financial transaction, within which the two-

testimony principle operates. In a society 
where women were treated less than second 
class citizens, the absence of women in such 
scenarios would not have been particularly 
conspicuous. Women were denied basic 
education, excluded from places of work 
and were never granted the opportunity to 
hold stations or responsibilities outside of 
their homes; how could they be expected 
to give reliable testimony on financial 
matters? 

Despite all of this, the Holy Qur’an makes 
a specific provision for the inclusion of a 
woman’s testimony. Rather than concerning 
ourselves with numbers at first instance, the 
seamless inclusion of women into an overtly 
male-dominated field should be noted. 
Women were excluded from finances and 
law as a matter of principle and this verse 
from the Holy Qur’an was ground-breaking 
in its efforts to incorporate women into the 
world of finance, court and commerce at all. 
By specifically providing for the eventuality 
of a woman’s testimony, the Holy Qur’an 
makes the inclusion and visibility of women 
not only acceptable, but also treats them as 
fully functioning members of society. This 
completely overturns the conventions of 
the era. This verse was crucial for breaking 
down barriers for women in Islamic society. 
Not only is a woman granted access to court; 
she has a definite role in legally validating 
a financial transaction. By being directly 
alluded to, the testimony of a woman is 
subsequently protected from refutation, 
and becomes enshrined in Islamic Law.

Secondly, it is never actually stated that 
two women’s testimonies are needed. If we 
read the verse, we find that the role of the 
second woman is limited to ‘reminding’ the 
first. The second woman is a mere guarantor 
of the first testimony, and plays an advisory 
role to ensure accuracy; nothing more. 
Moreover, the second woman’s support 
is only required in the event of confusion 
or error in the first woman’s testimony. 

Maryam 24



Maryam25

This does not resemble the fabled two-
testimony construct at all. Once we accept 
that the second woman is not a separate 
testimony at all, but a buttress for the first, 
the purpose of the verse becomes clearer. 
It may have intended to redress the balance 
between men, who were well-versed in 
matters of finance and court, and women, 
who had little experience in such matters. 
They are given additional support; should 
they require it, to make up for this inequity. 
It may also be of particular significance that 
it is a second woman, and not a man, that 
is appointed to support the testimony of 
the first. The testimony is removed entirely 
from the domain of men, and validated 
entirely upon its own merit, breaking 
down the psychological barriers which had 
imprisoned women for so long.

The crux of the issue comes down to 
whether the first woman’s testimony would 
remain valid even without the support of a 
second woman. In light of the above, this 
question has become almost obsolete, 
however, remains worth considering. There 
are other Qur’anic verses which deal with 
witness testimonies, such as Chapter 4 verse 
16 which calls for ‘four reliable witnesses’ 
to testify for the crime of impropriety, with 
no differentiation or separate provision for 
female witnesses. There are even instances 
in the Holy Qur’an where the testimony 
of a woman overrides that of a man. In 
Surah Al-Nur, a woman who swears that her 
male counterpart is ‘of the liars’ will avert 
punishment even if he bears testimony 
against her (verses 7-9). It is unthinkable, 
therefore, that the Holy Qur’an meant for 
a second woman to be pre-requisite for 
a woman’s testimony to be accepted as 
evidence in court. 

The purpose of verse 283 in Chapter 21 is 
made abundantly clear, and the inclusion 
of women by way of a practical and 
unequivocal procedure promotes equality 
between men and women at a time when 
there was none. The consistent affirmations 
in the Holy Qur’an of protections and rights 
afforded to women were revolutionary at 
the time of revelation. Equality is laced 
consistently throughout the verses of the 
Holy Qur’an, shaking the very foundations of 
Arab society. Islam has pioneered equality 
between men and women throughout its 
history. This verse is one of many which 
highlight the tragic loss of momentum on 
this frontier. Jurists have since coloured 
this verse with their own patriarchal 
values, tainting it beyond recognition and 
contradicting the very essence of Islam. 

To conclude, the testimony of a woman 
is not only equal to a man’s, but is also 
prized and valued to the point where the 
Holy Qur’an takes pains to include and 
make provision for its submission. This 
was the kind of defence I was hoping 
to hear ring out on Question Time; an 
answer which unequivocally denounces the 
various misunderstandings and mistaken 
assumptions surrounding this verse. 
However, were it not for the lady’s telling 
silence, I would never have been spurred 
on to research the subject myself.
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Tarbiyyat Page
(Extracts from the summary of the Friday Sermon delivered by Hazrat 

Khalifatul Masih V (May Allah strengthen his hand) on 13th January 
2017 from the Baitul Futuh Mosque, London)

A Believer Should Not Consider Any Of The Commandments Unimportant
“There are many things which apparently look small and with the passage of time we start 
considering them normal but they produce devastating results. Thus a believer should not 
consider any smallest of the commandments unimportant. These days we see that the majority 
of people are drifting away from the religion. Hence their criterion of good and bad has changed 
also. For example these days we see that nudity is on the rise both men and women on the 
name of freedom and fashion adapting it. Open vulgarity is becoming a sign of prosperity and 
modesty has become an unknown thing. And it may affect our boys and girls who live here in 
this society.” 

Haya Or Modesty Is Part Of Faith
“We should remember that if we want to stay on our faith, then we must follow its teachings. The 
Holy Prophetsaw has taught us that Haya or modesty is part of faith. About Pardah, the Promised 
Messiahas said that these days, people are supporting the European ideas of freedom of men and 
women. In reality, due to such freedoms of women, sin has become widespread and men have 
become like wild animals. Looking at vices in society today, each word of the Promised Messiahas 
is being proved to be true. Therefore, to safeguard ourselves and our children, Ahmadis should 
follow the teachings of Islam in their entirety.”

The Jihad In This Age Is Not Of The Sword, Rather It Is Against One’s Self
“The Jihad in this age isn’t of the sword; rather it is against one’s self. Ahmadis living in Western 
nations should come forward to serve their countries. When this happens, such satanic forces 
will automatically vanish away. We should know that these are dangerous times and we cannot 
be saved if we let go of our moral and religious teachings. Do not think that our progress is 
linked with the progress of these nations. Their morals are now such that it will bring about their 
downfall, Therefore, out of sympathy, we should guide them according to our teachings.”

Every Girl, Boy, Man And Woman Should Increase Their Level Of Modesty
“Every girl, boy, man, and woman should increase their level of modesty and save themselves 
from the evils of the society instead of raising the questions like why can’t we wear tight jeans and 
a blouse, or have feelings of an inferiority complex. It is the responsibility of parents especially 
mothers that they should teach Islamic traditions and values and inform them about the evils of 
the society in their childhood. Only then our children will become good and will be saved from 
the evils of the society. In these countries parents have to do Jihad and for that they have to show 
their examples.”



If One Has The Will To Remain Modest Then One Can Find Many Ways
“Dr. Nusrat Jehan in Rabwah she was very particular on modesty. She studied here and she used 
to come to London every year for updating her knowledge and skills she always remained in 
hijab. She was extra conscious about her hijab. Nobody criticised her nor were her professional 
skills hurt or weakened due to her hijab. She did major operations also. If one has a will to 
remain modest then one can find many ways.”

We Have To Show Them The Right Path And Save Them
“If we want to prevail then it is imperative to embrace every Islamic teaching with full confidence. 
Don’t think that the progress of the advanced countries is a guarantee of our progress and life 
and to stride with them will guarantee our survival. The progress of these advanced countries 
has reached its peak and now due to their immorality their fall has already started and it is 
evident also. Their deeds are inviting the wrath of God, they are inviting destructions. Thus in 
such a situation we have to show them the right path and save them instead of adapting to their 
colours.” 

Modesty Is Not Only For Women
“The restrictions for modesty are not only for women. In Islam restrictions are equal for both 
men and women. God Almighty first commanded men and then commanded women. He says 
in the Holy Qur’an: “Say to the believing men that they restrain their eyes and guard their private 
parts. That is purer for them. Surely, Allah is well aware of what they do.” (24:31). God Almighty 
first commanded faithful men because it is necessary for purity.”

The Veil And Modesty Are The Signs For Your Success
“After commanding men to keep their eyes down and respect women, then Allah commanded 
women that they have to keep their eyes down and taught them how to use the veil and where 
to use it. If you will do this then you will be successful. At the end God Almighty said that the 
veil and modesty are the signs for your success and it will straighten for you this world and the 
world hereafter.”

Modesty Is A Guarantee Of A Woman’s Saftey And Security
“The critics say that in Islam women’s rights are compromised by restricting them to the veil and 
modesty. Some immature girls are influenced by that. In Islam modesty does not mean to put 
women in jail, the purpose is not to restrict women to four walls of the home, rather the veil and 
modesty is a guarantee of her safety and security.” 

Qur’anic Instructions Regarding Showing Ones Beauty 
“There is a complete list of relations given in the Holy Qur’an to who you can show your 
beauty and from whom you should hide your beauty. And it is only those beauties which are 
automatically exposed like face, height etc. This permission does not mean to wear tight jean 
and blouse and short dress in home in front of brothers and father. This restriction is for near 
relatives also.”

Teaching Of The Holy Qur’an Are Good Til The End Of Time
“We must remember that other religions were not forever. They came at their time and served 
the requirements of the training for their time and finished. That is why their books have many 
manipulations and changes. But Islam is forever, the teachings of the Holy Qur’an are good till 
the end of the world. Thus, without any inferiority complex we must act upon the teaching of 
the Holy Qur’an and must stay firm on them.”
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(Recommended reading from Waqfe Nau Syllabus age group 18-19. 
Taken from Essence of Islam Volume III, Pages 327-333)

The    Veil

Today the veil is under attack, but the critics do not know that the Islamic veil does 
not mean imprisonment; rather it is a barrier which seeks to restrict the free 

mixing of men and women. The veil will protect them from stumbling. 

A fair-minded person will appreciate that the 
free mixing of men and women and their 
going about together would expose them 
to the risk of succumbing to the flare of their 
emotions. It has been observed that some 
people see no harm in a man and woman 
being alone together behind closed doors. 
This is considered civilized behaviour. To 
avoid such untoward situations from arising, 
the Law-Giver of Islam has forbidden all such 
acts as might prove to be a temptation for 
anyone. In a situation of this kind where a 
man and a woman, whom the law does not 
allow to meet thus, happen to meet privately, 
Satan becomes the third member of this party.  
[Malfuzat, vol. 5, p. 33] 

The Islamic system of the veil does not at all 
require women to be shut up as in a prison. 
What the Holy Qur’an directs is that women 

should avoid displaying their beauty and 
should not look at strange men. Those women 
who have to go out in order to fulfil their 
responsibilities may do so, but they must 
guard their glances. [Malfuzat, vol. 1, p. 430] 

At the sight of young and beautiful women 
most men can’t help but stare. Women too 
do not hesitate to stare at strangers. Such 
unrestricted freedom will result in the kind 
of situation prevalent in Europe today. When 
people become truly purified and shed their 
baser appetites, and get rid of the Satanic 
spirit and when they have the fear of God 
in their eyes, and when they become fully 
conscious of the majesty of God, and they 
bring about a transformation and adorn the 
robes of Taqwa, only then will they have the 
right to do what they like; for then they will be 
like pawns in God’s hands and, in a manner 
of speaking, they will cease to be males, their 
eyes will become oblivious to the sight of 
women and to such evil thoughts. But dear 
ones, may God direct your hearts, time is not 
right for this. [Lecture Lahore, Ruhani Khaza’in, 
vol. 20, pp. 173-174] 

Wisdom behind the 

System of Veil
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These are difficult times. Even if it was not 
needed before, the veil is essential now, 
because this is the last era of mankind, 
and the earth is full of vice, debauchery 
and drunkenness. Hearts are filled with 
atheism and are devoid of respect for Divine 
commandments. Tongues are so loquacious 
and lectures are loaded with logic and 
philosophy, but the hearts are empty of 
spirituality. At such a time it would be a folly 
to expose your helpless sheep to the mercy of 
wolves. [Lecture Lahore, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 
20, pp. 173-174]

…it is crystal clear that when men and women 
are young, and have the licence to mix freely, 
their relationship will be most dangerous. 
It is but human to exchange glances and 
be overwhelmed by lustful desires. As 
there is intemperance and vice, despite the 
observance of the veil, it may be imagined 
what the situation will be like in case of 
unrestricted freedom. 
[Malfuzat, vol. 7, pp. 134-136]

God Almighty has not only set forth excellent 
teaching for acquiring chastity, but has also 
furnished man with five remedies to safeguard 
himself against unchastity. These are to 
restrain one’s eyes from gazing at women who 
are outside the prohibited degrees; to avoid 
listening to their voices, to refrain from hearing 
stories about them, to avoid occasions which 
might furnish incitement to vice and to control 
oneself during celibacy through fasting, etc. 
[Islami Usul ki Philosophy, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 
10, pp. 343-344]

…God Almighty desired that human 
faculties should not be provided with any 
occasion for secret functioning and should 
not be confronted with anything that might 

incite dangerous tendencies. This indeed 
is the philosophy that underlies the Islamic 
injunctions regarding the veil, and this is what 
the Shariah demands. The Book of God does 
not aim at keeping women in captivity like 
prisoners. This is the thinking of the ignorant 
who are not aware of the Islamic ideals. The 
purpose of these regulations is to restrain 
men and women from letting their eyes rove 
freely and from displaying their beauty and 
charm, for this is to the benefit of both men 
and women. [Islami Usul ki Philosophy, Ruhani 
Khaza’in, vol. 10, pp. 343-344] 

In Arabic Ghadd-e-Basar means to restrain 
oneself from casting even a cursory glance 
at the wrong place, while at the same time 
seeing things which are permissible. It does 
not behove a pious person, who desires to 
keep his heart pure, that he should lift his 
eyes in an unbridled manner like a beast. It 
is necessary for such a person to cultivate the 
habit of Ghadd-e-Basar in his social life. This 
is a blessed habit through which a person’s 
natural impulses are transferred into a high 
moral condition without adversely affecting 
his social needs. [Islami Usul ki Philosophy, 
Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 10, pp. 343-344]

People have adopted extreme attitudes 
in respect of the veil. Europe has gone to 
one extreme in abolishing it altogether and 
now some naturalists too wish to follow suit, 
whereas it is patent that this licentiousness has 
flung open the gates of vice in Europe. On 
the other hand, some Muslims go to the other 
extreme and do not let their women step out 
of their homes at all, even though it is often 
necessary for them to travel or to go out on 
account of some other need. We believe that 
both these types are in error. [Malfuzat, vol. 6, 
p.322]



Keeping company 
with Truthful

Malahat Khaula Safeer

Allah Said in the Holy Qur’an Chapter 9 verse 
119,

Translation: ‘O ye who believe! Fear Allah and 
be with the truthful’ (9:119)

Whenever Allah appoints prophets, then those 
who believe in those prophets, are always 
known to have set extraordinary standards of 
Taqwa; true righteousness. Their high standards 
of Taqwa are being established, is being shown 
to the world, a great revolution is being seen in 
them because they have struggled on account 
of having had attained ultimate nearness to the 
prophet ordained by God! And this does not just 
end there! Because of their true obedience to 
the prophet, because of their true faith, having 
had established within their hearts true Taqwa, 
having had brought about pure changes within 
themselves, because of all of these factors, they 
have already joined the ranks of those who are 
declared by God as truthful! 
       
As they further progress in their truthfulness, 
they become the means of guiding and 
reforming the masses, They Promised Messiahas 
has exclaimed that this faiz this abundant Grace 
does not just stop rather it continuously flows! 

If it did not continuously flow then the whole 
purpose of the verse would be lost and would 
be futile!
       
If this grace were to have stopped then people 
would have certainly asked about those who 
were truthful, they would have asked of their 
whereabouts. They would constantly ask as 
to where these people went, the company of 
which Allah has ordained us to partake of all for 
the purpose of attaining not only the nearness 
of Allah but also his limitless Grace! 
      
We have learnt these spiritual treasures and 
words of wisdom through the truly beloved of 
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsaw, The Promised 
Messiahas. The great spiritual prowess of the 
Promised Messiahas created an army of the 
truthful that excelled so greatly in spirituality that 
it achieved the ranks of being the companions 
of the Promised Messiahas and companions 
of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsaw. We can 
only be counted among the truthful when we 
follow the true beloved of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammadsaw by being in his Jama’at and 
being blessed and anointed by the verities of 
the Qur’an, which he has taught us.

In this verse the people who have believed 
have been addressed, the people who have 
adopted the very fine lines of Taqwa have 
been addressed... they have been ordained 
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to partake of the company of the truthful. The 
commandment does not just stop there... it 
goes a step further... a step which causes us to 
worry and causes us to analyse ourselves... it 
asks us TO ALSO BE TRUTHFUL! We not only 
have to believe fully, we not only have to be 
righteous and partake of the company of the 
truthful but we also have to strive in becoming 
truthful.

You have entered the Jama’at of the Imam of 
the age of the reformer of the age... you have 
responsibilities on your shoulders! You have to 
bring pure changes within yourself! Become 
a means of guiding others and reforming 
others. If we fail to do so then remember 
that in accordance with the Promise of Allah 
the truthful will always continue to be raised 
but be afraid and heed the warnings lest you 
continue to fall in a pit of utter darkness and 
ignorance because you continue to fail to 
become the truthful. If you fail to do so then 
you will see yourself in the pit of utter darkness 
and ignorance and above yourself you will see 
a Jama’at of the truthful! Allah will replace you 
with those who indeed have the right to be 
called truthful! 

In keeping the world on the straight path of 
guidance Allah is constantly going to appoint 
his righteous and loving servants and send 
them to the earth. It is our responsibility that 
we remain humbled before Allah. Pray that 
you always remain attached to the Imam of the 
time, the reformer of the age, that you benefit 
from the teachings he imparts on you and that 
you become those who bring about a positive 
and pure change within yourselves. If you do 
so you will also then be a means of guidance 
for others! 

Let it not be that we constantly just keep 
inclining towards the world and what it has to 
offer and slowly yet surely we slip away from 
religion, we become so far removed from 
religion and faith that Satan starts attacking 
us! In the beginning Satan shows everyone 
green pastured fields. You have all heard of 
the famous saying: ‘The grass is always greener 
on the other side.’ This is exactly what Satan 
causes you to believe when he first attacks but 
then when he has weakened you enough he 
leaves you distraught, hopeless, and scared, in 
the dark with nowhere to run or hide! That is 
why with every step you take in life you should 
always incline towards God and always seek his 
help by constantly praying to Him! 

At another place Allah states in the Holy Qur’an 
chapter 25 verses 29-30: 

Translation: ‘Ah, woe is me! Would that I had 
never taken such a one for a friend! He led me 
astray from the Reminder after it had come to 
me. And Satan is man’s great deserter.’ (25:29-
30) 

This verse clearly indicates that Satan is not 
just our worst enemy but he is the biggest 
deserter. Satan has no friends; all Satan does 
is lead people astray. So in order for us to 
remain protected from the onslaughts of Satan 
we constantly have to look towards reforming 
ourselves. We have to look towards increasing 
our spirituality day by day. And the perfect ways 
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of understanding religion, of understanding 
faith in today’s day and age have been taught 
by none other than the Promised Messiahas. 
That is why we have to pay a great deal of 
attention on reading and studying the books of 
the Promised Messiahas. By reading the books 
of the Promised Messiahas you are practicing the 
teaching of keeping the company of the truthful. 
You will partake of the companionship of the 
beloved of the Holy Prophet Muhammadsaw, 
the Promised Messiahas.

Hazrat Al-Musleh Maudra whilst shedding light 
on this very subject states: 

“Man always falls in a pit of ruin because of 
his unclean friends who impart a negative 
influence on him. At first he is extremely proud 
to call them friends but when he is confronted 
with a calamity or trail he is forced to utter the 
words: ‘O how I wish I had not taken a certain 
individual as my friend! He has led me astray!’ 

This is exactly why the Qur’an advises the 
believers: 

‘O ye who believe! Fear Allah and be with the 
truthful’ (9:119).

Meaning O believers! Always partake of the 
company of the truthful! The reality is that man 
is always influenced by his surroundings! But if 
man chooses his friends that indulge themselves 
in practicing high morals and their goal in life 
is extremely high then certainly man will strive 
in correcting his weaknesses. And slowly yet 
surely this honest effort of his will elevate his 
steps in achieving high moral excellences! But 
if man chooses for himself friends that reflect 
negativity and a negative influence then he 
will never be guided to the right path. Those 

friends will drag him to the lowest stages of 
morality.” 

There was a Sikh student who was very fond 
of the Promised Messiahas. One day he wrote 
to the Promised Messiahas that I used to have 
firm faith in the existence of God but now I 
have some doubts and concerns. At this the 
Promised Messiahas answered him by saying 
that among your companions there certainly is 
a person who harbours atheist ideologies, and 
he is having an influence on you, that is why 
you should change your seat. He acted on the 
advice of the Promised Messiahas and changed 
his seat and his views on God changed. With 
this illustration you can see how man is so 
easily influenced for all the wrong reasons. This 
is exactly why the Holy Prophet Muhammadsaw 
used to recite istakfar extensively when he 
used to sit in a gathering so that no negative 
influence can take place in his pure and clean 
heart. 

It has been narrated by the Hazrat Abu 
Hurairara that the Holy Prophet Muhammadsaw 
has exclaimed that: Man is influenced by the 
religion of his friend. Meaning the moral values, 
which your friends live their lives by, have an 
influence on you that is why you should be 
careful who you befriend! 

May Allah enable us to be ever inclined towards 
Him, to always seek His help and may Allah 
enable us to hold dear to our hearts the valuable 
gems which we have received by joining the 
great Jama’at of the Promised Messiahas. May 
Allah enable us to be firm in our faith, and 
attach ourselves to those who are truthful and 
may Allah enable us to also become truthful so 
that we can guide others on the path of true 
reformation, Ameen!
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Childhood of Hazrat Musleh 
Maud(May Allah be pleased with him) 

Lubna Waheed 
 
 
 
When one explores any of the experiences of 
Hazrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmud Ahmad 
Sahib(May Allah be pleased with him) also known as Hazrat 
Musleh Maud(ra), the realisation of God’s Grace and 
Blessings upon this humble being radiates through 
every chapter of his life. 
 Just like every other human being, Hazrat Musleh 
Maud’s(ra) childhood was filled with innocence and 
normal childhood experiences, however the 
blessing of having such a noble, devoted, patient 
and loving father shaped the outcome of such 
experiences, to show glimpses of the glorious 
nature of the man he became in the future. It is an 
absolutely fundamental fact that our parents hold 
the highest form of influence over us. It is their 
footsteps that we follow, it is they who guide us 
and it is they who we turn to with every new 
hurdle or chapter in our lives.  
Being the son of a prophet of God, who’s nature 
was such that he would show compassion and love 
to every single living creation of Allah Almighty, it 
can only make sense that it had the most pious 
effect on the upbringing of the children in that 
household. When delving into the childhood 
experiences of Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra), the 
influence of his father is evident in all his 
behaviours and responses to life’s challenges as a 
child. In particular the glorious nature of this child 
is one of the biggest marks of Hazrat Masih 
Maud’s(Peace be upon Him) truthfulness as it is a 
manifestation of the prophecy of the birth of 
Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra).  
 
Ambitious since the age of a toddler  
 
A noble companion of the Promised Messiah(as), 
Hazrat Maulvi Abdul Karim Sialkoti(ra) narrates: 
 
“When Mahmud was about three years of age, the 
Promised Messiah(as) once happened to be in 
Ludhiana and I too, was with him. There was a 
partition wall between male and female quarters of  
 

 
 
the house where we were staying. It was summer 
and the weather was very hot. I happened to wake 
up once in the middle of the night to hear Mahmud 
crying and the Promised Messiah(as) talking to him 
gently to divert his mind. The Promised Messiah(as) 
seemed to be carrying him in his arms and pacing 
about to soothe him, but the child continued to cry. 
After some time the Promised Messiah(as) said ‘Look 
how brightly the stars shine Mahmud!’ This 
arrested the child’s attention evidently, for he 
quietened down for a moment but started crying 
again with a new basis for his petulance. ‘I wish to 
go to that star!’ he now wailed over and over 
again. But the loving patience of the Promised 
Messiah(as) was in no way ruffled by the impossible 
demand. Instead, he was rather amused by it, and I 
heard him saying softly to himself, ‘I had tried to 
divert his attention, but he has discovered in that a 
new reason to continue crying’. The child fell asleep 
only when he was too tired to cry any more, 
however throughout the whole episode there was 
never a harsh tone in the voice of the Promised 
Messiah(as)”1 
 
The narration not only illustrates the patience of 
the Promised Messiah(as) but also the high aims of 
his Promised son, from who’s experiences in later 
life reflect this urge to progress, to the highest 
achievements in every pious aspect of his life.  
 
Parental training and guidance 
 
The subtle training and upbringing that the 
Promised Messiah(as) gave to his children was 
unique and immaculate. He would show 
compassion, love and patience in situations where 
a normal parent may lose their temper, or get 
frustrated.  
 
Hazrat Syed Fazal Sahib(ra), companion of the 
Promised Messiah(as) narrates:  
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“One day the Promised Messiah(as) was sat in the 
upper Storey courtyard with almonds in front of 
him. I was shelling the almonds when Hazrat Mian 
Bashiruddin Mahmud Ahmad who was 4 or 5 years 
of age at the time, came and took all the almonds 
and put them into his lap. Observing this Huzur 
said, ‘Mian is very good; he will not take too many. 
He will only take one or two. He will put the rest 
back.’ When Huzur said this, Mian Sahib quickly put 
all the almonds in front of me and only took one or 
two for himself.”2 
 
The Promised Messiah(as) chose to discipline his 
children with a calming and positive nature, and as 
a result his children complimented towards this 
nature by obeying their father in the first instance. 
However, this did not mean that the Promised 
Messiah(as) did not show firmness when absolutely 
necessary. When and only when it was 
appropriate, the Promised Messiah(as) would show 
strictness. This was in situations relating to the 
religious components of their lives, in which the 
Promised Messiah(as) wished to instil the devotion 
and respect of God Almighty in their hearts.  
 
Once at the dinner table, Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra) 
enquired with his younger brother Hazrat 
Sahibzada mian Bashir Ahmad(ra), over an 
assignment topic ‘to compare and contrast the 
importance of knowledge and wealth’. He said 
“Bashir! Which of the two are more valuable, 
knowledge or wealth?” To this the Promised 
Messiah(as) himself replied, “repent Mahmud! 
Repent! Neither knowledge nor wealth is good 
unless there is the Mercy of God.” 
This firm notion, developed the true and powerful 
understanding of the significance of Allah Almighty 
in their hearts.  
 
Hazrat Musleh Maud’s(ra) mother’s role in his 
upbringing, can be understood by a passage from 
his sister Hazrat Nawab Mubarak Begum Sahiba(ra) 
about their mother: 
 
“By showing the child that you always have full 
trust in him, to indicate a sense of honour and 
respect for the trust of the parents was her main 
principle of training. Aversion to lies, a sense of 
honour and self-respect used to be her first lesson. 
She always told us you should cultivate this habit in 
children that they should obey you, thereafter even 
if they behave with childish mischief there is no 
fear. Hazrat Ummul Momineen(ra) would always say 

that my children do not tell lies. It was this trust 
that saved us from lies rather it made us averse to 
lies…and I remember that respect for my mother 
would increase further in my heart…Another 
principle for the training of children that she used 
was that you should do your utmost to train the 
first child, then seeing this example the others will 
automatically be good.”3 
Following the footsteps of her beloved husband, 
Hazrat Amma Jaan(ra) also practiced the same 
humble traits as the Promised Messiah(as).  
 
Health and education 
 
This aspect was anticipated to be the pinnacle part 
of Hazrat Musleh Maud’s(ra) life as the truth of the 
claim of him being the Promised son by the 
Promised Messiah(as) depended on the success and 
long life of his son. However despite the challenges 
and complications, the Promised Messiah(as) did 
not go out of his way to enable this son to seek the 
most expensive education or any special 
arrangements for his health and success. He left it 
to Allah Almighty to prove this prophecy to be true 
in all the promised qualities.  
 
Before the birth of Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra) all the 
birth of other children born to his mother had died 
in infancy and Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra) was no more 
than a weak child himself. Due to an inflammatory 
eye condition affecting his physical health, he was 
unable to achieve education properly. His eyesight 
caused him many difficulties and pain and he was 
unable to attend school regularly and very much 
achieved below satisfactory standard. However not 
once, did the Promised Messiah(as) display any 
pressure or anxiety towards this matter. Only at 
the time when Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra) had finished 
his first reading of the Holy Qur’an that the 
Promised Messiah(as) showed any interest in this 
aspect by writing a poem about this occasion and 
having a celebratory dinner gathering.  
 
The truthfulness of the prophecy of the Promised 
son only started to become fulfilled in the aspect of 
success due to the determined and fierce nature of 
Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra) for wanting to gain 
education. Regarding this he states that he owes 
his greatest debts to Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I(ra).  
 
The health of Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra) was such that 
he not only suffered from the eye condition, but 
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also liver problems, enlarged spleen and scrofula 
which is a type of tuberculosis affecting the lymph 
nodes, causing him to suffer from fevers that 
would not stop for up to six months. In this 
condition his father never pressured or forced him 
to go to school, and only advised his son to learn 
the translation of the Holy Qur’an along with 
Bukhari from Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I(ra) and some 
medicine as part of the family pursuit.  
 
Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra) states: 
 
“No one else can learn in the way I learned from 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I. He would read half part 
of Bukhari and in certain places he would elaborate 
on a point. Sometimes I would wait a whole day to 
receive tuition from him. I was unable to eat on 
time. This affected my digestive system. Once I had 
a headache after returning from study. Mother 
asked me ‘what have you been reading?’ I replied 
that I do not read. Only Maulvi Sahib reads. My 
mother reported this to Maulvi Sahib. Hazrat 
Maulvi Sahib said, ‘Mian! You should have told me! 
What was the need to tell your mother?”4 
 
In another narration Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra) 
illustrates his strong determination for acquiring 
religious knowledge, he states: 
 
“Once Hazrat Khalifatul Masih I(ra) became upset 
with me during the lifetime of the Promised 
Messiah(as). The reason for this was that Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih I(ra) had offered a prize for an 
article to be written on a subject that was not 
considered by some to be worthy of an award and I 
concurred with them. One individual harshly 
criticised it and someone conveyed it to Hazrat 
Maulvi Sahib attributing the harsh remarks to me. 
Maulvi Sahib fell out with me. I was studying 
Bukhari with him those days. I at once picked up 
the Bukhari and went to study with him; this was 
despite suffering the fevers in those days, fevers 
that had kept me from study for many months. 
However, in these circumstances I thought if I do 
not go today a barrier will develop and I shall be 
bereft of knowledge.”5 
 
Appreciation and acceptance of 
advice  
 
Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra) relates: 
 

“I notice that training during my childhood by some 
people still has an influence over me. Whenever I 
recall such an incident, prayer for the person rises 
automatically from within my heart. Once I stood 
supporting on the elbow of another boy when 
Master Qadir Buksh(ra) father of Maulvi Abdul 
Rahim Daud(ra) dissuaded me and said it is not the 
right thing to do. At the time I was twelve or 
thirteen but whenever my mind pictures that scene, 
prayer for him rises from within my heart.”6  
 
This incident shows how the nature of Hazrat 
Musleh Maud(ra) was such that not only did he 
accept good training but the beauty of this glorious 
man showed that even the minutest goodness that 
can be attained from another person should never 
be forgotten. Most of us tend to dismiss such 
advice given by our elders and forget about them 
over the years; however relating this incident our 
beloved Khalifatul Masih II(ra) subtly teaches us that 
these things should remain in our conscience so 
much that we always pray for the person who gave 
us good advice.  
 
Pure and honest faith 
 
Since the childhood of Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra), he 
strived to attain the highest religious knowledge. 
Although he could have blindly followed his father, 
Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra) was so engrossed in the 
love of his God that he was willing to cut all ties 
with his father if his claims were found to be false.  
Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra) states: 
 
“…I did not believe in the Promised Messiah(as) on 
the grounds that he was my father. When I was 
nearly eleven years old I made a firm resolution 
that if in my research, God forbid, I found him to be 
false, I would run away. However, I appreciated his 
honesty and my faith kept growing to the point 
where when he died my faith increased even 
more.”7 
 
This was the amount of honesty and firmness in 
the faith of Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra). Since the age 
of a complete child, he had such a drive to attain 
the truth that he was willing to let go of all the 
comforts of life. Our parents are our biggest 
comfort in life, as they are our designated 
guardians blessed to us by our Lord. However, the 
passion and love that Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra) had 
for His creator was incredible. In relation to his 
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certainty of God’s existence, Hazrat Musleh 
Maud(ra) says: 
 
“…When I finished the eleventh year of my life and 
the year 1900 of the Christian era had begun, it 
occurred to me to ask myself why I believed in God, 
and whether there was any proof of His existence. I 
remained thinking over the question late into the 
night; it was getting onto eleven when I decided 
that God did really exist. For me that moment was 
a moment of great joy; its unspeakable warmth 
flooded my being, as a child is flooded with joy 
when he is gathered up into the arms of his mother 
after a dreadful period when he thought he had 
lost her. I had found my Creator, my Lord and 
Master. My faith that so far had rested merely on 
hearsay was now grounded on my own experience. 
I felt so glad that I could hardly contain myself with 
joy; I offered a prayer, a supplication that in future, 
doubt with regard to His existence may never be 
permitted to assail in my mind. On that memorable 
day I was eleven years old…but today I value the 
same prayer in the same way as I did when I 
poured out my heart that day in supplication.”8 
 
The faith and certainty that Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra) 
had grabbed on to when he was a child, he 
continued to take advantage of all the blessings 
from it by being stable in his submissions to Allah 
Almighty.  
 
These are only a few of the incidents that touch on 
the childhood of Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra), but even 
from these few narrations we can see how he 
flourished from the day he was born.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Even with restrictions of the materialistic world of 
money, health, education, he never let it prevent 
him from reaching those heights that were 
promised by Allah Almighty to His messenger. In 
essence the entire life of Hazrat Musleh Maud(ra) 
was a sign of absolute truthfulness of the Promised 
Messiah(as).  
 
In this article only some of the childhood 
experiences have been focused on, but when 
further delving into the entire life of Hazrat Musleh 
Maud(ra) there is no doubt that he was the 
Promised son. However, even these small incidents 
enable passion, love and determination to strive in 
our faiths to develop in the hearts of all those who 
read these experiences. Thus let us all take away all 
the good that we have learnt from reading these 
few incidents and engrave them into our hearts 
and practices. May Allah enable all waqfe-nau to 
excel in our faith and purpose.  Ameen. 
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Ahmadis try to bring peace to every-
one around, 

Hear the Adhan calling, it’s such a 
beautiful sound, 

MTA is made for all, 

Ahmadis treat everyone the same, 
whether they are small or tall, 

Dear Huzur is always generous and 
kind,  

I hope you don’t mind, 

So to be a good Ahmadi Allah’s love 
is what you need to find!

Zohra Safir, UK
Aged 9
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Kids Spread
Hazrat Musleh Maudra

1 The Promised Messiahas had received a prophecy about the birth of Hazrat 

Mirza Mahmood Ahmedra which he published in a leaflet form on 20th 
February 1886. What is this leaflet widely known as and why?
The Green Announcement – it was called so due to the colour of the paper it was 
published on.

How many qualities about Hazrat Mirza Mahmood Ahmedra were told to the 

Promised Messiahas in this prophecy?
Allah told the Promised Messiahas about 52 separate qualities that his Promised Son would 
possess, including that the child would be a direct sign of Allah’s Mercy; he would be 
handsome and pure; he would be intelligent; he would be blessed with a holy spirit and 
would be free from all impurity.

2

What date was Hazrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood Ahmedra divinely 

appointed as the second Khalifa of the Promised Messiahas & how old was he?
14 March 1914. He was 25 years old.

3

The second Khalifa set up the ‘Tehrike-Jadid’ scheme as a means to spread 
the Jamaat far and wide. Which year was this scheme started in and how 
many years was the scheme initially planned to last?
1934. It was supposed to be a 3 year scheme but later it was announced as a permanent 
addition to the Jamaat structure.

4

What other schemes/organisations did the second Khalifa set up for the 

Jamaat? 
The Waqfe Jadid scheme and the auxiliary organisations of Lajna, Nasirat, Ansarullah, 
Khuddam and Atfal.

5

To which country was Hazrat Musleh Maud’sra first foreign tour and in 
which year? 
He first visited England in the year 1924.

6

Which two major events occurred in this blessed visit of Hazrat Musleh 

Maudra to the UK?
Huzoorra attended and spoke at the well-recognised ‘Conference of Living Religions’ and 
he laid the foundation stone of Fazl Mosque.  

7



Word Search

Fazl Mosque

Pure

Intellegent 

Partition

Rabwah

Waqfe Jadid

Tafseere Sagheer

Musleh Maud

A prophecy regarding his birth stated he would be sent as a means to manifest 

the true status of the Quran to others – what two books written by the 
Promised Son fulfilled this prophecy? 
Tafseer-e-Kabeer and Tafseere-Sagheer.

What major historical event occurred under his Khilafat which had an impact on 

both Ahmadis and non-Ahmadis alike? 
The Partition of India in 1947 – many Ahmadis were killed and both Muslims and Hindus were 
impacted in general. 

Before the Khilfat of Hazrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood Ahmedra, there were 

three places of Islamic sacredness – Mecca, Medina and Qadian. During his 

Khilafat, which town also became one of Islamic sacredness? 
Rabwah (due to the Partition of India in 1947 which forced Muslims to relocate).

8

9

10
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`Hazrat Nuhas 
(Waqfe Nau syllabus age group 9-10) 

 
Who and When: 
Hazrat Nuhas was born in 3078BC. His father Lamech was born in 3255 BC and was 
182 years old when Hazrat Nuhas was born. He lived 9 generations after Hazrat 
Adamas. 
 
Where:  
Hazrat Nuhas is believed to have lived in Mesopotamia in Southern Iraq in a valley 
surrounded by mountains from which many springs flowed. 
 
Hazrat Nuhas was a law-bearing prophet. He was a righteous man sent to save a 
wicked world plunged in sin.  He was not a leader of the tribe or a rich man, but even 
before being called to prophecy he worshipped God faithfully.  
 
Mission: 
God charged Hazrat Nuhas with the duty of preaching to his people to make them 
abandon idolatry and to worship only the One Creator and to live good and pure 
lives. 
Although he preached the Message of God with immense zeal, his people refused to 
mend their ways. 
He prayed to Allah Almighty and warned is people of a punishment that would befall 
them if they displeased God.  
However, they mocked him and accused him of being a liar and mad. This situation 
continued for a very long time and Hazrat Nuhas only had a handful of followers; 
even his wife and son were disbelievers.  
 
Despite this, Hazrat Nuhas had great faith in this mission and warned the people that 
they could try their utmost to end his mission but they would not succeed.  

After receiving information that no more people would enter his fold, Hazrat Nuhas 
made the following prayer to Allah the Almighty:  

 
“My Lord, leave not in the land a single one of the disbelievers; for if thou 
dost leave them, they will only lead astray Thy servants and will not give 

birth but to a sinner and a disbeliever.” (11:32) 
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Allah decided to eliminate the disbelievers off the face of the earth and instructed 
Hazrat Nuhas to build an ark big enough to hold all the believers and a pair of any 
animal they would need. 
When his enemies saw him building an ark they mocked him as they could not see 
any reason for building an ark.  
When Allah’s Punishment came the sky filled with dark clouds and it began to rain in 
torrents and the springs began to gush with water.  
Allah talk Hazrat Nuhas prayers for his journey including: 
 

“My Lord, cause me to land a blessed landing, for thou are the Best of 
those who bring men to land”. (23:30) 

 
Allah saved Hazrat Nuhas and his followers and the ark came to rest on a mountain 
called Al Judi.  
 
 
When the ark stopped Hazrat Nuhas sent out a raven to see if there was any dry land, 
but he raven retuned to the ark. After several attempts Hazrat Nuhas sent out a dove, 
which returned with an olive branch, indicating the water as receded completely. 
The olive branch was also a symbol that Allah has blessed Hazrat Nuhas, his people 
and their future generations.  
The influence of Hazrat Nuh'sas preaching and prophethood spanned 950 years 
according to Quran. (ch29, vs15)  
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میح ار رلنمح  ا اہلل   مسب 

ھت اعتیلٰ ےک لضف اور رمح ےک اس  اہلل 

رص انل  وھا

responsibilities of the parents 
of waaqifeen-e-nau 

 
 
 
In the Friday Sermon of 3rd April 1987, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IV (May Allah have Mercy 
on him) while announcing the launch of a highly important and blessed scheme called  
Waqfe Nau, said that “I thought that I will convince the whole Jama'at that as we are trying to 
increase our spiritual progeny before the next century through propagation, we should also 
offer our yet to be born children as Waaqifeen in the cause of Allah, right now and we should 
pray, O Allah! Give us a son but if You have decreed to give us a daughter then we offer our 
daughter to You. Ma fee batanee - whatever is in my womb. This should be the prayer of the 
mothers and the fathers should pray in the words of Hazrat Ibraheemas: 'O Allah! Let our 
progeny be among Your elect servants so that they be entirely dedicated to You'. So that a 
magnificent army of Waaqifeen children, who are willing to relinquish this world, should 
enter the next century as the slaves of the God of Hazrat Muhammadsaw the Messenger of 
Allah. We should be offering young children as gifts to Allah. This Waqf is urgently needed. 
In the next hundred years Islam will spread widely and we will need millions of trained 
slaves, who should be slaves to the God of Hazrat Muhammadsaw. We need a large number 
of Waaqifeen-e-zindagee from every class of the society and from every country.” 
In view of the objective of the blessed scheme of Waqfe Nau and also for the purpose of 
education and training, the parents of Waqfeen-e-Nau have a huge responsibility. Hazrat 
Khalifatul Masih IVra gave some very important instructions to the parents of Waqfeen-e-
Nau and Huzur-e-Anwar, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V (May Allah be his Helper) also 
repeatedly advises and gives instruction in this regard. In light of this very important 
advice, a few extracts are hereby presented for the attention and benefit of the parents of 
Waqfeen-e-Nau. May Allah enable us to act upon this to our best with our heart and soul, 
Ameen.  
 

A Waqf-e-Nau child, is a trust that has been committed to the 
care of the parents by the Jama’at 
“Indeed, the responsibility of the upbringing of an Ahmadi child lies with the parents, and 
there is no doubt that the parents will desire the best for their child when it comes to their 
secular and also their religious education, providing they are inclined towards religion 
themselves. One should always bear in mind that every child of the Jama’at, and particularly 
a Waqf-e-Nau child, is a trust that has been committed to the care of the parents by the 
Jama’at. Therefore it is incumbent upon the parents to give them the best training in order to 
make them valuable members of the Jama’at and society in general.” 
[Friday Sermon delivered on 28th October by Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V (May Allah be his 
Helper)] 

Maryam 44



Maryam45

This is no ordinary responsibility on part of the parents of 
Waqf-e-Nau children 
 
 “Thus, this is no ordinary responsibility on part of the parents of Waqf-e-Nau children, 
particularly of the mother who devotes her child before its birth while making a 
covenant with God Almighty, and then also by writing to the Khalifa of the time that 
they would like to include their child in the Waqf-e-Nau scheme by making the same 
pledge Hazrat Maryam’sas mother made with God.  
[Friday Sermon delivered on 28th October by Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V (May Allah be 
his Helper)] 
 
Mothers and fathers must instil in the minds of their children 
from the beginning that they are Waqf [life devotees] 
 
 
 “If mothers and fathers instil in the minds of their children from the beginning that they 
are Waqf [life devotees] and that they have been dedicated solely to serve the faith and 
that alone should be the purpose of their lives; and along with this if they pray for them, 
then the children will grow up with the mind-set that they are to serve their faith. They 
will not grow up thinking that they want to become a businessman, or an athlete, or 
they want to pursue such and such careers.”  
[Friday Sermon delivered on 28th October by Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V (May Allah be his 
Helper)] 
 

Parents of Waqifeen-e-Nau must make every effort to enrich 
their homes with Ahmadiyyat instead of making their homes 
of a worldly nature 
 
‘‘I would also like to emphasise a point to the parents that they may do their utmost for 
the moral training of their children but if this is only limited to verbal effort and their 
own conduct is such that there is no concord between their actions and their words, 
then this training will have no impact whatsoever. Parents have to be a role model for 
their children in the way they offer Salat, and will have to set the highest practical 
examples of how to learn and teach the Holy Quran. Parents will have to become the 
physical examples of excellent morals. Parents will have to make a concerted effort to 
gain religious knowledge. Parents will have to clearly demonstrate with their examples 
that they are repulsed by falsehood. They will have to strictly refrain from saying 
anything derogatory about the administration and the office-bearers of the community. 
Even if they have been hurt by an office-bearer, the practice of speaking against the 
administration or any office-bearer must be shunned. Parents will have to demonstrate 
that they regularly listen to the MTA, at the minimum to all my sermons.”   
[Friday Sermon delivered on 28th October by Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V (May Allah be his 
Helper)] 
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May 10, 1904 

Hazrat Nawab Amatul Hafiz Begum Sahibara 

Ayza  Anwar 

 
 
In Islam, there are many notable 
personalities we can look up to as role 
models, and to try to follow their example. 
One such personality that I personally look 
up to is Hazrat Nawab Amatul Hafiz Begum 
Sahibara. She was the youngest daughter of 
the Promised Messiahas born on 25th 
January in 1904. In fact, the Promised 
Messiahas even had a revelation from God 
regarding her birth, that “his youngest child 
would be a noble daughter”1: 

 
 

 
 
 

 
[al-Badr, vol. 3, no. 18-19, May 8-16, 1904, p. 10 footnote and 

al-Hakam, vol. 8, no. 16, May 17, 1904, p. 5] 
 

English Translation: “Daughter of noble 
ancestors” 

 
 
She was the youngest child of the Promised 
Messiahas and was only four years old when 
her father; the Promised Messiahas, passed 
away.  
 
“Hazrat Amman Janra considered her 
daughters as a trust left from the Promised 
Messiahas which she had to safeguard and 
maintain to the best of her ability”.2 She was 
very loving and she became protective of 
her younger daughter. Hazrat Amman Janra 
did this to ensure that Hazrat Nawab Amatul 
Hafiz Begumra did not feel her father’s loss, 
especially at such a young age. She even 
told those around her to not mention the 
Promised Messiahas when Hazrat Nawab 
Amatul Hafiz Begumra was nearby. This  
 

 
kindness and love also made her siblings 
more aware and considerate of their younger 
sister, showing her the same kindness and 
being mindful. And although Hazrat Nawab 
Amatul Hafiz Begumra would have liked to 
have spent more time with the Promised 
Messiahas, her mother’s attitude towards her 
helped to give her self-contentment over the 
matters which were out of her hands. 
Sahibzadi Fauzia Shameem sahiba (daughter 
of Hazrat Nawab Amatul Hafiz Begum 
sahibara) has even related that Hazrat 
Amman Jan’sra love for her daughter (Hazrat 
Nawab Amatul Hafiz Begumra) “was so 
great and her manner so soft, that she could 
not bring herself to wake her daughter early 
even for school, as she would often 
complain. Consequently, Hazrat Amman 
Janra arranged for her tuition at home.2  
 
Nonetheless, Hazrat Amman Janra also made 
sure that her children were well educated in 
terms of Islamic knowledge, particularly 
knowledge of the Holy Qur’an. Chaudhry 
Fateh Muhammad Siyal Sahib has related 
that his wife Hajira Begum was blessed with 
good knowledge and insight of the 
translation and meaning of the Holy Qur’an. 
She was appointed to teach Hazrat Amatul 
Hafiz Begumra and Sayyedah Amatul Salam 
Sahibahra (the daughter of Hazrat Mirza 
Bashir Ahmadra).2 
 
When Hazrat Amman Janra passed away, the 
compassion, kindness and care she has 
instilled within her children meant that they 
were a support system for each other. Hazrat 
Nawab Amatul Hafiz Begumra related that 
Hazrat Musleh Maudra, her elder brother, 
was like a father to her.  



Maryam47

 

 

 

 

Hazrat Mirza Bashir Ahmadra, her middle 
brother, was one of her best friends. In fact 
the relationship between these siblings was 
so strong that his two sons and grandsons 
married four daughters of Hazrat Nawab 
Amatul Hafiz Begumra.2 
 

An excellent wife:   
 
Hazrat Nawab Amatul Hafiz Begum sahibara 
got married when she was 13 and was 
blessed with a very loving and caring 
husband, Nawab Abdullah Khan sahib, who 
deeply respected his wife as she was the 
daughter of the Promised Messiahas.  
However, the noble wife also proved to be a 
very dedicated and loving partner.  After 
getting married, the financial situation was 
not very promising.  However, it was her 
constant prayers, high morals and loving 
behaviour that enabled her husband to buy 
land in Sindh, Pakistan which made their 
finances better.  She offered all of her 
jewellery to her husband to purchase the 
land.   
 
In 1948, her husband, Nawab Abdullah 
Khan sahib had a severe heart attack. 
Although, due to Allah’s mercy, he 
survived, he was never able to lead a normal 
life again.  Hazrat Nawab Amatul Hafiz 
Begum sahibara dedicated her day and night 
to serve her ill husband. She confined 
herself in his room for several months.  
Even doctors used to admire her dedication 
and service for her husband.   
 
High level of worship, connection 
and trust in Allah Almighty: 
 
Hazrat Nawab Amatul Hafiz Begum sahibara 
used to offer Nawafil for hours.  She used to 
see many true dreams and many of her 
dreams would come true the very next day.  
She was informed by Allah Almighty about 
her husband’s sickness many years prior to 

the incident.  She also had a very high level 
of trust in Allah.  She never liked asking 
another human being for any of her needs.  
She also taught her three daughters the same 
lesson and never liked to hear complaints 
about their sufferings. “Once her 
granddaughter, Sumaira, wrote her a letter 
stating one of her needs.  She fulfilled her 
desire but advised her never to ask anyone, 
but only Allah Almighty, for her needs”.4 
  
Once, she needed honey.  Her daughter told 
her that she had seen honey at the house of 
Hazrat Mirza Nasir Ahmad sahib.  She said 
“No, I don’t like to forward my requirement 
to any human being.  My God fulfills all my 
needs”.4 With the Grace of Allah Almighty, 
honey arrived the same day from 
somewhere. Alhamdolillah 
 
 
Beautiful Upbringing of her 
children: 
 
Allah Almighty blessed Hazrat Nawab 
Amatul Hafiz Begum sahibara with nine 
children, 3 sons and 6 daughters.  Apart 
from the habit of asking only Allah 
Almighty for all needs, Hazrat Nawab 
Amatul Hafiz Begum sahibara taught many 
valuable lessons to her children.  She didn’t 
like to give money to children unnecessarily 
and stated that this creates a habit of 
overspending.  If she ever gave money to 
children, she would ask for details of how it 
was spent, as she thought this instilled the 
habit of honesty and responsibility in 
children. 
 
Upon the 14th birthday of her daughter, 
Fauzia, she wrote and beautiful letter to her 
containing some noble advices.  She advised 
her to always be dedicated in prayers, never 
ask another human being for needs, and 
make it a habit to serve humanity.   
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She never encouraged children to play 
behind closed doors.  She would advise her 
daughters to never give away secrets to 
friends as this would result in grave 
consequences later on.  She would always 
keep a close eye on who her children’s 
friends were and would visit the friends’ 
families by herself to check the family 
values. 
 
Superb Organisational Skills: 
 
Hazrat Nawab Amatul Hafiz Begum sahibara 
ran the household affairs with excellent 
organisational skills.  She hated wasting 
money and used to keep all records of 
income and spending in a notebook.  “She 
would pay back people instantly if she 
would ever ask someone to bring her 
something”.4 
She was very fond of regular exercise and 
would walk daily in her front yard.  She was 
also a very good cook and made delicious 
meals.   
 
Honour of laying foundation of 
mosque in Switzerland: 
 
After the demise of her husband, Hazrat 
Nawab Amatul Hafiz Begum sahibara visited 
London, along with her daughter, Fauzia.  
She received an invitation from Imam sahib 
of Zurich Mosque to lay the foundation 
stone of the new mosque.  She hesitantly 
accepted the invitation and laid the 
foundation stone where there was a lot of 
media coverage and people at that time were 
amazed how an Ahmadi woman wearing a 
Burqa was invited to lay the foundation 
stone of a mosque.   
 
 
 
 
 

Love and respect for Khilafat: 
 
Both Khulafa, Hazrat Mirza Nasir Ahmad, 
Khalifatul Masih IIIrh and Hazrat Mirza 
Tahir Ahmad, Khalifatul Masih IVrh were 
her nephews.  After being elected as 
Khalifa, she used to call them “Mian Nasir” 
and “Mian Tahir”.  Hazrat Khalifatul Masih 
IVrh asked her to put the ring of the 
Promised Messiahas on his finger after 
becoming the Khalifa.  She often stated to 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IVrh that she would 
like him to offer her Funeral prayers in 
presence, not in absentia.  She passed away 
and met her dear Allah in 1987.   
 
In conclusion, Hazrat Nawab Amatul Hafiz 
Begumra was an exemplary role model for 
all of us, we should all try to follow in her 
footsteps throughout the many aspects of our 
life. May Allah enable us all to do so. 
Ameen. 
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The Way an Ahmadi Muslim 
Should Celebrate New Year 

 
Hibbah Khan 

 

This New Year, in many western 
communities, people will be staying up till 
midnight, and will be making resolutions 
with friends. There will also be parties with 
friends and family. Nowadays, Muslim 
countries are starting to follow them in 
their New Year customs.  

 
The Promised Messiahas said; “It is 

conditional for the righteous to spend their 
lives in meekness and humbleness.” This 
means that we need to live a life that is in 
accordance with the commandments of 
Allah and we live a very simple life. New 
Year’s is no exception.  

 
As Ahmadi Muslims, we should 

spend our time worshipping Allah. In the 
morning, we should read Tahajjud prayers, 
praying for good in the year to come. We 
should reflect on what we have done in the 
past, and we should strive to do better in 
the coming year. Our resolutions for the 
New Year should be making us a better 
person at home, outside and help us attain 
nearness to Allah. We should not just follow 
our resolutions for a few days, but follow 
them until they become a regular habit. 

 
The Promised Messiahas said; “Do 

not think God is pleased by merely taking 
Bai’at. This is mere flesh while the core lies 
within… Unless there is a core, faith, love, 
obedience, Bai’at, reliance and following, a 
follower of Islam is not a true follower.” 

This means we need to have these qualities 
to be a true follower of Islam. We should 
always be striving to adopt these qualities. 

 
It is reported that Hazrat Khalifatul 

Masih IVrh, before he was elected Khalifa, 
during his stay in London, was in town 
during the New Year’s Eve celebrations. 
When it was time for the New Year he took 
a newspaper, and put it on the floor and 
performed some ‘Nawafil’ prayers 
(voluntary prayers). When he finished, he 
saw one English man in tears watching him. 
He asked him what was the matter and the 
Englishman replied: “The whole world is 
getting drunk and you are the only one that 
remembers God at this time.”  

 
The current Khalifaaba said, 

“Throughout our life, we need to reflect on 
our spiritual, physical and moral health. 
New Year should be taken as another 
opportunity to ponder over our 
achievements, how to overcome our 
shortcomings and seek help from Allah. We 
should do what is needed to please God, to 
bring a pious change of heart. We should 
reflect on what sort of practices we need to 
adopt to gain the pleasure of Allah.” These 
are things we need to do during New Years, 
to gain spiritual nearness to Allah instead of 
drawing away from Him. 
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In this era, we Ahmadi Muslims are extremely fortunate to be led by the blessed institution 
of Khilafat. In order to guide the members of the Jamaat, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V (May 
Allah be his Helper) regularly travels to different parts of the world to meet and guide the 
local Ahmadis. Certainly, the bond of love between the Khalifa and an Ahmadi is truly 
unique. During his tours, Huzuraba also spreads the message of Islam through various 
lectures, meetings and interviews. Dear readers, we hereby present some inspiring and 
emotional personal reflections and experiences with Khilafat pertaining to some of 
Huzur'saba tours. These incidents and narrations have been taken from the diaries written by 
respected Abid Khan sahib, who has had the honour of travelling with Hazrat Khalifatul 
Masih V (May Allah be his Helper) on various occasions.  
  

Reflections of Guests at Reception lunch at 
Inauguration of Mahmood Mosque Malmo 
‘One person I met was a man called Michael who appeared to be in his late thirties. 
His parents were Polish but they had immigrated to Sweden before his birth. 
Michael said: “I believe in God but most people in this country do not and so I am 
proud that there is a man – your Khalifa – who has come to Sweden who has such a 
firm faith in God and a Creator.” Robert, a Swedish politician, said: “In his speech 
the Khalifa said that you should feel peace from a true Muslim and I felt peace when 
I met him and so I knew he is a true Muslim. I felt very secure in his presence and 
upon hearing his voice.” I met a guest called Peter who had come as a representative 
of the Jewish community. He told me that Huzur’saba address had had a very 
profound effect upon him, whereby it had also motivated him to reassess Israeli-
Palestinian relations. Peter said: “Your Khalifa made me think that Muslims are our 
brothers and so my sympathy for the Palestinians has increased knowing now that 
there will be some amongst them who desire peace like your community does.”’ 
[Huzur’s Tour of Scandinavia 2016 part 2, A Personal Account by Abid Khan]  

Acceptance of Huzur’s (May Allah Strengthen his hand) Prayers 
‘Later that day, Huzuraba met Ahmadi families in Mulaqat and following their 
Mulaqats, I was able to talk to some of them about how it felt to meet Khalifatul Masih. 
I met one young married couple, Mubashar Mahmood (29) and his wife Zanubia 
Hameed. Both husband and wife had huge smiles on their faces and the delight and 
joy they felt was very palpable. Zanubia sahiba said: “When I met Huzuraba I felt as 
though I was in a different world – I felt as though I was in heaven. Huzuraba is so 
kind and he even said that our five-month baby was a very happy and friendly child. 
When Huzuraba said these words I felt as though I would burst into tears with joy.” 
Zanubia sahiba then showed me her son and he was extremely friendly and smiley. 
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She told me that he had been born with a problem with one of his ears, wherein it 
was not properly formed. When the child was born she and her husband were 
extremely worried and so they flew to London to meet Huzuraba and to seek his 
prayers. Upon meeting them Huzuraba had prayed for the child and said that they 
should not worry and he would be fine. Zanubia sahiba said that upon their return 
to Sweden her son was given a hearing test. About the results, she said: “With the 
grace of Allah, my son’s hearing was completely fine and even the doctors were 
surprised by this.”’ 

[Huzur’s Tour of Scandinavia 2016 part 2, A Personal Account by Abid Khan]  

I am a witness who can testify that Khalifatul Masih 
(May Allah be his Helper) is he who cares and loves orphans 
‘I met another Ahmadi, Zeeshan Khurram (35), originally from Rabwah and who had 
moved to Sweden in 2010. I met him moments after his first ever Mulaqat with 
Khalifatul Masih, though he had seen Huzuraba in Rabwah a few times before he 
became Khalifa. Speaking of that period in Rabwah, Zeeshan sahib said: “I still 
remember seeing Huzuraba for the first time in 1997 when he became Nazir-e-Ala and 
even back then, I remember thinking that he is a man of rare spiritual purity. Seeing 
him all those years ago, when I was just a teenager, had a very deep impact upon my 
heart.” Zeeshan sahib continued: “My father died when I was just seven years old 
and our family had no money and so we applied for a Jamaat scholarship to pay for 
my school fees. Initially, my application was rejected but then I wrote directly to 
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IVrh and he approved the application immediately. Our 
current Khalifa, who was then Nazir-e-Ala, handed over the fees to me. Thus, I am a 
witness who can testify that Khalifatul Masih is he who cares and loves orphans. 
He is the person who takes them by the hand, gives them comfort and love, who 
shelters them and affords them protection.”   
With tears in his eyes, Zeeshan sahib said: “I swear I am ready to sacrifice my life, 
my wealth, my everything for the sake of Khalifatul Masih because it was 
Khalifatul Masih who saved me when I had nothing.”’ 
[Huzur’s Tour of Scandinavia 2016 part 2, A Personal Account by Abid Khan]  

We are fortunate to have a personal connection with 
Khalifatul Masih (May Allah be his Helper) 
‘I met another young Khadim, Adeel Zafar (30) who had been serving in the 
Khuddam Hifazat-e-Khas (security) team. Adeel said: “I feel so emotional and 
shocked that Huzuraba remembered who I was. It was the best feeling in the world. 
We are so fortunate that Khalifa-Waqt lets us all have a personal connection with 
him.” Speaking about the impact of Huzur’saba visit on Khuddam, Adeel said: 
“During these few days I have seen such a change in the spirit of our Khuddam. I 
have spoken to many Khuddam, some of whom had become very distant from the 
Jamaat, and they all said how they were overwhelmed by Huzur’saba humility and 
how when he speaks to them he speaks so kindly. Huzuraba has such a great status 
but he has no pride or arrogance and this is what makes him so unique.”’ 

 [Huzur’s Tour of Japan 2013 part 3, A Personal Account by Abid Khan]    



The Story of the Greedy Dog

Adapted from 100 Classic Stories edited by Vic Parker

Once upon time, in a small little town there lived 
a very greedy dog. He was so greedy that all 
he ever did was sit and eat and eat. Whenever 
he saw anything that looked delicious and 
delectable he would just open his mouth and 
gobble it all up. 

Even the postman was afraid of the greedy 
dog after he had mistaken his ankle for an early 
breakfast. Now the postman would just stand 
at the gate and throw the letters in the general 
direction of the letter box. The paperboy 
refused to go anywhere near the greedy dog. 
Everyone in the town knew that if they wanted 
to visit the house they would have to bring a big 
juicy bone with them, otherwise they wouldn’t 
get past the front gate.

One day the greedy dog decided to go for 
a walk round the town. He liked to go past 
the shops because there were always lots of 
really good smells for him to investigate, and 
sometimes, if he was lucky, the owners would 
give him sticky buns and pastries to eat.

As he walked past the butcher’s show the 
greedy dog began to lick his lips. There right 
in the front window was a great big delicious 
steak. “Well…” thought the greedy dog, “That 
looks like my lunch in the window.”

The greedy dog decided the juicy steak would 
make a very nice meal, so he watched and 
waited outside the shop. Suddenly he noticed 
one of his favourite villagers walk down the 
street into the butcher’s shop. The greedy dog 
sidled in alongside them. She wanted mince 

and sausages and goodness knows what else, 
so while the butcher took care of her order, the 
greedy dog pounced. He grabbed the steak 
and rushed out of the shop before anyone really 
had any time to realise what had happened. 

When the butcher realised what happened he 
ran out of the shop full of anger and began 
bellowing at the top of his voice, the chaos 
brought everyone onto the street. But the 
greedy dog was clever and knew all the back 
streets and soon he was far away and longing 
to eat his steak.

He ran through the back streets until her came 
to the canal. He was just about to cross the 
bridge when he caught sight of another dog, 
standing right in front of him, and in his mouth 
was another big juicy steak. Well now we all 
know that he was looking at his reflection, but 
the greedy dog had no idea. All he saw was the 
second big juicy steak that he might have, so 
without a second thought, he barked and leapt 
at the other dog.

But instead of gaining another meal, the greedy 
dog fell straight into the canal and lost his own 
steak! It would be nice to say that the greedy 
dog had learnt his lesson but unfortunately 
he didn’t. I’m afraid that his manners did not 
improve and he is still looking for the other 
dog. 

But the moral of the story dear children is don’t 
be like the greedy dog, don’t pursue what 
other have, but be happy with what you have; 
otherwise you might end up with nothing at all. 


