From the Editor...
A

s Ahmadi Muslims it is important for us to have a strong sense of

identity, proudly representing Ahmadiyyat in our everyday lives through
our actions and personalities. We are living in a world which is becoming
more and more westernised; and so it can sometimes be difficult to
uphold the key elements of our faith without becoming swayed to
participate in the social activities of those around us, which may actually
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go against our faith. Particularly for those of us living in the West, we are
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constantly surrounded by the customs of other religions and also by
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cultural customs as well.

Ramsha Hassan
Participating in customs is seen as an important part of being a member
of a community - especially in the multicultural world we live in now.
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While Islam teaches us that it is important to recognise and respect

Hibba-Tul Mussawir

other people’s cultures and customs, one must keep in mind that certain

Maleeha Mansur

customs do not coincide with our religious beliefs; in fact some actually
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have pagan roots.

Salma Manahil Mahmood Malik
Nayla Muzamil

In his Friday Sermon on the 29th October, 2010 Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V

aba

said:

Sabah Un Noor Tahir

“Young Ahmadīs, both boys and girls, should try to strengthen their

Mashel Chaudhry

relationship with Allāh and recognise our real aims instead of being

Samina Yasmeen Arif

influenced by western culture to the extent of losing all distinction

Amatul Wakeel Maha

between good and evil and becoming involved in idolatrous

Sameera Mirza

customs. May Allāh protect us all from these evils. Āmīn.”

Kashifa Qamar

This Issue of Maryam Magazine will include an insightful article about
the background of the Christian festival of Christmas and what we as
Ahmadi Muslims believe about the story of Jesusas. It is important to
read about the backgrounds behind these customs and to learn what
we as Ahmadis believe in this regard, as this will help us have the
required knowledge when discussing such issues with our friends and
colleagues.
Having knowledge about our faith will allow us, as Waqf-e-nau, to use
these useful tools as a means of Tabligh to entice those around us with
the beautiful teachings of Islam. I pray that Allah the Almighty enables
us all to use the knowledge that we gain for our destined purpose as
Waqifeen – to serve the Jamaat and spread the message of Islam around
the world. InshAllah. Ameen.

Hina Ahmedi

Do you have any comments, suggestions or want your article
featured in our next edition?
Email us at: waqfenaumagazine@gmail.com
or send us your Tweets: @MaryamMagazine
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divine commandments

DivineCommandments
TO SHOW KINDNESS TOWARDS PARENTS AND A PRAYER FOR PARENTS
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Translation: Thy Lord has commanded, ‘Worship none but Him, and show kindness to parents. If
one of them or both of them attain old age with thee never say unto them any word expressive
of disgust nor reproach them, but address them with excellent speech’. And lower to them
the wing of humility out of tenderness. And say, ‘My Lord have mercy on them even as they
nourished me in my childhood’. (Bani Isra’il: 24,25)

TO SHOW KINDNESS TOWARDS BLOOD RELATIONS
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Translation: And blood relations are nearer to one another, according to the book of Allah, than
the rest of the believers from among the Helpers as well as the Emigrants, except that you show
kindness to your friends. (Al-Ahzaab:7)

TO SHOW KINDNESS TOWARDS RELETIVES, ORPHANS, THE POOR,
NEIGHBOURS, WOKERS AND TRAVELLERS
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Translation: Thy Lord has commanded, ‘Worship none but Him, and show kindness to parents. If
one of them or both of them attain old age with thee never say unto them any word expressive
of disgust nor reproach them, but address them with excellent speech’. And lower to them
the wing of humility out of tenderness. And say, ‘My Lord have mercy on them even as they
nourished me in my childhood’. (Bani Isra’il: 24,25)

(English Translation of the Holy Qur’an by Hazrat Maulvi Sher Ali Sahibra)

HADITH

A Saying of the Holy Prophet
(May Peace and Blessings of Allah Ta’ala be Upon Him)

Love for the Holy ProphetsawIs part of the Faith
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ِ اﺣﺐ ِاﻟﯿ ِ� ِﻣﻦ و ِاﻟ ِﺪ ِە ووﻟ ِﺪ ِە واﻟﻨ

( َﺑﺎب ُﺣ ِّﺐ اﻟﺮﺳﻮلﷺ ﻣﻦ اﻹﯾﻤﺎن،ﻛﺘﺎب اﻹﯾﻤﺎن،)اﻟﺒﺨﺎري

TRANSLATION:
Hazrat Anasra relates that the Holy Prophetsaw said: None of you can be a true believer
unless he loves me more than his parents, children and all the people combined.
(Sahih Bukhari vol 1, Kitab ul Iman, Hadith no. 15, pp.51, English translation is taken from ‘The Basics of
Religious Education- 5th Edition, Hadith No.5, pp.95)

EXPLANATORY NOTES:
The Holy Prophet Muhammadsaw was the Muhsin-e-Insaaniyyat (Benefactor of Mankind),
the Rahmatul-Lil-Aalameen (Mercy for all Mankind) and the Beloved of God who would
stay awake all night in deep anguish that humanity be saved from ruin. The Holy Prophetsaw
is the greatest benefactor of humanity as he established a permanent system for our
spiritual well-being. We all, in turn, should love him far more than our parents, children
and friends (9:24). It is important to note that our love for the Holy Prophetsaw is to our
own benefit; it would in turn generate Divine love for us, thus opening the doors of
unlimited spiritual progress for the believers (3:32, 4:70). A living example of this fact
is found in the person of the Promised Messiahas who, according to his own statement,
attained his grand status of the Promised Messiah solely due to his immense love for the
Holy Prophetsaw.
(Roohani Khazaa’in, Vol. 1, Braheen-i- Ahmadiyya, p. 598)
[Explanatory Notes, Basics of Religious Education -5th Edition, Hadith No.5, pp.96]
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WRITINGS OF THE PROMISED MESSIAHAS

“Miracles, signs and
Prophecies”
Extracts taken from the Writings of the Promised Messiahas,
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian

“God has informed me directly through His

many miracles in order to prove the truth of

asking how they should know that I am from

shown so many miracles. The truth is that He

living Word that if I am troubled by people
Him, I should tell them: It is sufficient proof
that His heavenly signs are my witness, my

prayers are accepted, knowledge of the
unseen is revealed to me beforehand, and
such mysteries, as are known to none other

than God, are disclosed to me in advance.”
[The Essence of Islam, Volume 5, Pg.1, Government
Angrezi Aur Jihad, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 17, pp.29-30]

“I swear by God, in Whose hand is my life, that
if all the people who have witnessed the signs

that have been shown for my sake and for my
support were to be gathered at one place,

there would be no monarch on earth whose
army would exceed them in numbers. Yet the

earth is so full of sin that people are rejecting
even these signs. Heaven has testified in my
support and so has the Earth.”

[The Essence of Islam, Volume 5, Pg.1, Government
Angrezi Aur Jihad, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 19, pp.108]

“If someone were to object, ‘Where are the
miracles you speak of?’, I would not merely
say that I can show them, rather, by the Grace

of God, I would say that God has shown so

my claim that few are the Prophets who have

has caused a river of miracles to flow and with
the sole exception of our Holy Prophetsaw
it is impossible to find categorical evidence
of so many miracles being shown by any of

the past Prophetas. For His part, God has

incontrovertibly established the point. It is
now up to the people to accept it or not.”

[The Essence of Islam, Volume 5, Pg. 2, Haqiqat-ul-Wahi,
Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 22, p. 574]

“Let it be known that a miracle is one of
the Divine practices, or one of the acts of
the Omnipotent One, that can be called

supernormal. Thus, the reality of supernormal
phenomena is that when those whose souls
are purified transcend the ordinary human
condition, and cut through their low habits,

and march forward trying to gain nearness
to God, He then deals with them in such a
strange way in accordance with their condition
that, as compared to the normal human state,

it appears to be an altogether supernormal
phenomenon.”

[The Essence of Islam, Volume 5, Pg. 9, Surmah Chashm
Arya, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 2, pp. 68-69, footnote]

5

Maryam

“A miracle is in fact an extraordinary

“The third sign is that of prophecies, or the

is unable to produce, even though it appears

times even fortune-tellers and soothsayers

phenomenon, the like of which the opponent
to be within human power. An example of this

is the miracle of the Holy Quran that was shown
to all the people of Arabia. Although, on the
face of it, it seemed to be within the scope
of human potential, all the people of Arabia

were frustrated in their efforts to produce
anything like it. Thus, for understanding the

nature of miracles, the Holy Quran serves as a
very clear example.”

[The Essence of Islam, Volume 5, Pg. 10, Brahin-eAhmadiyya, part 5, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 21, pp.59-60]

disclosure of the unseen. The fact is that at

predict things, by way of conjecture, and they
partially come true. History tells us that in the

time of the Holy Prophetsaw too there were

some soothsayers who would foretell matters
relating to the unseen. Satih was one of them.
But there is a world of difference between the

soothsayer’s conjectural knowledge of the
unseen, and the knowledge that is revealed
to the Messengers of Allah, and to those who
receive Divine revelations...”

[The Essence of Islam, Volume 5, Pg.38-39, Malfuzat, vol.
1, pp. 182]

“Remember, it is only to demonstrate the
distinction between truth and falsehood that

“These prophecies are such that they will move

purpose of a miracle is none other than that

persist in claiming that none of them has been

miracles are granted to men of God. The real
a distinction between a truthful one and a liar
be established in the eyes of the wise and just.
A miracle is shown only to the extent that is

sufficient to establish such distinction. And this
extent is determined by the need of the time,
as is the nature of the miracles. It does not

mean that whenever a prejudiced, ignorant,

and evil-minded person demands a miracle,

it has to be shown, no matter how contrary
it is to the Divine wisdom or the need of the

a righteous person to tears, and yet people

fulfilled. They do not seem to realize that even

they have to die one day. If the signs that have
been shown to them had been shown to the
people of Noah, they would not have been
drowned; and if the people of Lot had been
apprised of them, they would not have been
showered with stones.”

[The Essence of Islam, Volume 5, Pg.39, I‘jaz-e-Ahmadi,
Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 19, p.110]

moment. Were it so, it would be as harmful
to one’s own faith, as it would be contrary to
Divine wisdom.”

[The Essence of Islam, Volume 5, Pg. 14-15, Brahin-eAhmadiyya, part 5, Ruhani Khaza’in, vol. 21, pp.44]
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All Volumes of Ruhani Khazain are available to read on www.alislam.org

The Life and Character of the
Seal of Prophets
Extracts taken from the book ‘The Life & Character of the Seal of Prophetssaw
“Sirat Khātamun-Nabiyyīn”
By Hadrat Mirza Bashir Ahmadra M.A
Translated by Ayyaz Mahmood Khan

Acceptance of Hamzahra
In an attempt to narrate all the events related to
the migration of Abyssinia at one place, many
other concurrent events were left out, which
shall be mentioned now. Until now the apparent
state of the Muslims was very weak, because
among them, there was not a single person
(excluding Ḥaḍrat Abū Bakrra) who possessed
influence among the Quraish, or at least from
whom the Quraish were somewhat pressured.
But now, by the Grace of Allāh two such persons
entered the fold of Islām, who, to some extent,
by their dignity and awe, proved to reinforce
the apparent glory of Islām. Our intent is Ḥaḍrat
Ḥamzah bin ‘Abdul-Muṭṭalib and Ḥaḍrat ‘Umar
ra

bin Al-Khaṭṭāb , who accepted Islām one after
ra

the other in 6 Nabawī.
Ḥamzahra was the biological paternal uncle of the
Holy Prophetsaw. He loved the Holy Prophetsaw
dearly, but until now, he was an idolater. It was
his practice to set out in the early morning, bow
and arrow in hand, and would hunt all day long.
In the evening, he would return to perform Ṭawāf
of the Ka‘bah, and he would then hold sessions
with the various gatherings of the Quraish,
which were held in the courtyard of the Ka‘bah
in groups of twos and fours. Afterwards, he

would return home. One day, when Ḥamzahra
returned from hunting, a female servant said to
him, “Have you heard that Abul-Ḥakam [that is
Abū Jahl] just went on to say awful things to thy
nephew, and cursed at him in filthy and profane
language, but Muḥammadsaw did not react at
all.” Upon hearing this, Ḥamzah’sra eyes gorged
of blood in rage and his family honour was
infuriated. He immediately started off towards
the Ka‘bah, and first performed circuits of the
Ka‘bah. After this Ṭawāf, he moved towards
the gathering in which Abū Jahl was sitting.
Upon reaching there, he firmly struck Abū Jahl’s
head with his bow and said, “I have heard that
you cursed at Muḥammadsaw. Then listen, I too
follow the religion of Muḥammadsaw and I also say
what he says. Hence, if you possess even a little
courage, speak before me!” The associates of
Abū Jahl rose in his support and a brawl almost
erupted, but Abū Jahl who was struck in awe of
the bravery and courage of Ḥamzahra stopped
his associates saying, “Ḥamzahra is true, I did
in fact act unjustly,” and in this way the matter
was settled. In his outburst Ḥamzahra said that,
“I am also upon the religion of Muḥammadsaw”
but when he returned home and his anger
subsided, he was somewhat apprehensive and
began to ponder over the best course of action.
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Ultimately, his heart decided that now it is best

he thought, why not finish the founder of this

to forsake polytheism. Consequently, he came

very ‘disease’. Upon this thought, he took hold

to the Holy Prophet , recited the Kalimah and

of his sword and set out in search of the Holy

entered the fold of Islām. This incident is from

Prophetsaw. On the way, when someone noticed

the sixth year of prophethood, when the Holy

him walking with an unsheathed sword in hand,

Prophetsaw was still situated in Dār-e-Arqam. In

he inquired, “O ‘Umarra, where to?” ‘Umarra

happiness of Ḥaḍrat Ḥamzah’sra acceptance of

responded, “I have set off to slay Muḥammadsaw.”

Islām, or perhaps in the ardour of his sincerity,

He replied, “By slaying Muḥammadsaw can you

Ḥaḍrat Abū Bakrra openly announced the unity of

remain safe from the Banū ‘Abdi Manāf? Why

God, in the courtyard of the Ka‘bah the same day

not then look after your own home first? Your

Ḥaḍrat Ḥamzahra accepted Islām. At that time,

sister and brother-in-law have accepted Islām.”

the Holy Prophetsaw and various other Muslims

Ḥaḍrat ‘Umarra immediately turned and started

were also present. When the Quraish witnessed

off towards the home of his sister Fāṭimahra. As

the boldness of Ḥaḍrat Abū Bakrra they attacked

he approached the home, he could hear the

him. They beat him so mercilessly that when

sound of the recitation of the Holy Qur’ān from

the people of his tribe helped him up and took

inside, which Khabbāb bin Al-Arat was reciting

him home, he was completely unconscious. Due

very melodiously. When ‘Umarra heard this voice,

to the severe beating, his body was seriously

he was further enraged and entered the home.

injured. When he regained consciousness, his

As soon as Khabbābra heard his footsteps, he hid

first question was, “How is the Holy Prophetsaw”

somewhere, and Fāṭimahra also hid the various

and until Ḥaḍrat Abū Bakrra received word of his

pages of the Holy Qur’ān here and there. When

security, he did not feel at ease.

Ḥaḍrat ‘Umarra entered, he shouted, “I heard that

(The Life & Character of the Seal of Prophetssaw, p.217-219)

you have left your faith!” Then, he attacked his

saw

brother-in-law Sa‘īd bin Zaidra. Fāṭimahra was also

Acceptance of ‘Umarra
Only a few days had passed after the acceptance
of Ḥaḍrat Ḥamzahra, when Allāh the Exalted
blessed the Muslims with another instance of
happiness, in other words, Ḥaḍrat ‘Umarra who
was a vehement enemy, accepted Islām. The
story of his acceptance is very interesting. The
disposition of Ḥaḍrat ‘Umarra enclosed a kind
of stiffness which was further increased by his
enmity towards Islām. Therefore, prior to his
acceptance of Islām, ‘Umarra subjected poor and
weak Muslims to great torture on account of their
Islām. But when he was exhausted of inflicting
this agony, and saw no signs of their return,
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wounded as she moved forward, in an attempt
to save her husband, and very courageously said,
“Yes ‘Umar! We have become Muslim. Do as you
wish, we shall not leave Islām.” Ḥaḍrat ‘Umarra
was a very stern man, but beneath this veil of
stiffness was also a touch of love and tenderness,
which showed its colours at certain occasions.
When he heard the courageous words of his
sister, he cast a glance upon her and noticed
that she was covered in blood. This sight had
an inexplicable impression upon the heart of
‘Umarra. After a short silence, he said to his sister,
“Show me the word that you were reading.” “I
shall not,” responded Fāṭimahra, “for you will
destroy the leaflets.” ‘Umarra replied, “Nay, Nay!

Please show me, I shall indeed return them to

Allāh. By God, it was only yesterday I heard the

you.” “But you are unclean,” said Fāṭimahra, “and

Holy Prophetsaw pray that, ‘O Allāh! Do bless

the Qur’ān should be touched in a state of purity.

either ‘Umar bin Al-Khaṭṭāb or ‘Umar bin Hishām

First bathe, then read.” Perhaps her desire was

(meaning Abū Jahl) with Islām.’”

also that by taking a bath, ‘Umar’s rage would
ra

fully subside, after which he would be able to

Every moment was now becoming difficult

reflect with a cool heart. When ‘Umar

had

for Ḥaḍrat ‘Umarra and he said to Khabbābra,

taken a bath, Fāṭimahra placed the leaflets of the

“Tell me the way to Muḥammadsaw at once.”

Qur’ān before him. When he took hold of them

In the fervour of his excitement, he kept his

and saw, they were the opening verses of chapter

sword unsheathed. During this time, the Holy

Ṭā Hā. Ḥaḍrat ‘Umarra began to read them with

Prophetsaw was in the Dār-e-Arqam; as such,

an awe-inspired heart and every single word

Khabbābra gave him the location. ‘Umarra went

deeply impressed the heart of this well-natured

there, and firmly knocked at the door. When the

man. While reading, Ḥaḍrat ‘Umarra reached the

companions peered through the crack in the

following words:

door, and saw ‘Umarra holding an unsheathed

ra

sword, they were reluctant in opening the door,
but the Holy Prophetsaw said, “Open the door.”
Ḥaḍrat Ḥamzahra also said “Open the door. If
he has come with pure intentions then well and
good, otherwise, if his intentions are evil, by
Allāh, I shall sever his head off by his own sword.”
The door was opened, and ‘Umarra entered,
unsheathed sword in hand. Upon seeing him, the
Meaning, “I am the one and only Creator and

Holy Prophetsaw moved forward and taking hold

Master of this world. There is none worthy of

of Ḥaḍrat ‘Umar’sra mantle he yanked it, saying,

worship except Me. So worship Me alone and

“O ‘Umar, with what intention have you come?

devote your prayers to My remembrance. Lo!

By Allāh, I see that you have not been created

The promised hour cometh, but we have kept it

for the chastisement of Allāh.” “O Messenger of

secret, so that everyone may be recompensed

Allāh,” responded ‘Umarra, “I wish to become a

for his endeavours.”

Muslim.” When the Holy Prophetsaw heard these
words, in the fervour of his happiness, he said,

When Ḥaḍrat ‘Umar recited this verse, it was as

“Allāhu Akbar!” and his companions called out

if his eye was opened, and his latent disposition

the slogan of ‘Allāhu Akbar’ so loudly that the

was suddenly aroused. He powerlessly said,

mountains of Makkah began to resonate.

ra

“What a strange and holy word this is!”
At that time, Ḥaḍrat ‘Umarra was thirty-three years
When

Khabbābra

heard

these

words,

he

of age, and he was the Chieftain of his tribe, the

immediately came out, thanked God, and said:

Banū ‘Adiyy. Among the Quraish he also held

“This is due to the prayer of the messenger of

the responsibility of being an ambassador, and
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was very awe-inspiring, valiant, and courageous.

Shortly after Ḥaḍrat ‘Umarra accepted Islām, his

By his acceptance of Islām, the Muslims gained

son, ‘Abdullāh bin ‘Umarra also became Muslim.

significant strength. They left the Dār-e-Arqam

At that time, ‘Abdullāhra was only a child but after

and began offering their Ṣalāt openly in the

the demise of the Holy Prophetsaw, he acquired

Masjid-e-Ḥarām. Ḥaḍrat ‘Umarra was the last

great status, and was looked upon as a great

companion to accept Islām in the Dār-e-Arqam.

scholar of Islām.

This occurred in the last month of the sixth year

(The Life & Character of the Seal of Prophetssaw, p.219222)

after the prophetic commission. At that time the
number of Muslim men totalled forty.
When news of Ḥaḍrat ‘Umar’sra acceptance
spread, the Quraish became exceedingly furious.
In this very state of fury, they besieged the
home of Ḥaḍrat ‘Umarra. When Ḥaḍrat ‘Umarra
stepped out, a large party of people gathered
around him. It was nigh that various enraged
young men attack Ḥaḍrat ‘Umarra, but he stood
his ground with extreme audacity. At last, in
this state, a Chieftain of Makkah, ‘Āṣ bin Wā’il,
arrived and upon noticing this multitude, he
moved forward in his authoritative manner and
said, “What is the matter?” The people said,
“‘Umar has become a Ṣābī.” After judging the
situation he said, “Alright, even still, there is
no need for this commotion. I give ‘Umar my
protection.” At this voice, in accordance with the
Arab custom, people were compelled to silence
and they gradually dispersed. After that, Ḥaḍrat
‘Umarra remained in security for a few days,
because no one would confront him on account
of the protection of ‘Āṣ bin Wā’il. But the honour
of Ḥaḍrat ‘Umarra could not bear this state for
long. Hence, much time had not passed before
he went to ‘Āṣ bin Wā’il and said, “I leave your
protection.” Ḥaḍrat ‘Umarra relates, “After this, I
would remain in a constant brawl in the streets
of Makkah.”

However, Ḥaḍrat ‘Umarra never

lowered his gaze before anyone.
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Tarbiyyat Page
(Extracts from the Concluding Address delivered by Hazrat
Khalifatul Masih V [May Allah strengthen his hand] delivered
at the National Waqf-e-Nau Ijtema UK on 26th February 2011
at the Baitul Futuh Mosque, Morden)

The Scheme Of Waqf-e-Nau:
‘‘One important matter for you all to remember, which is something that I have said many times
before, is that prior to your birth your parents pledged your lives for the service of Islam. The scheme
of Waqf-e-Nau was set up by Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IVra with the intention that the Jama’at required
vast manpower for the sake of the propagation of the message of Islam. Huzur had in mind that a few
dozen, or even hundreds of people, would not be enough. Instead, truly vast numbers were required
to fulfil the great purpose of serving Islam. Thus the blessed scheme was set up and your parents
pledged your lives with the same intention shown by the mother of Hazrat Maryamra before the birth
of her unborn child.’’
Without Your Personal Renewal, You Can Never Understand Your True Responsibilities:
‘‘Many of you have now reached an age of full maturity in terms of your intelligence and capabilities.
Many of you have been educated to a high level and are studying in sciences and many other fields,
in colleges and universities. Therefore, you must realise that if you want to fulfil the pledges made
by your parents, then once you reach the age of fifteen, it is necessary for you to renew the covenant
that they made on your behalf. I hope almost all of you must have done that. Without your personal
renewal, you can never understand your true responsibilities.’’
You Should Truly Fulfil The Responsibility Of A Waqf-e-Nau:
‘‘It is essential that you try and become closer to Allah the Almighty. Also, with every day that passes
the love you hold for the Holy Prophet Muhammadsaw should increase. Furthermore, you should
display total loyalty to the Promised Messiahas, and full obedience to Khilafat. Also in your daily life,
you should hold the Nizam (system/organisation) of the Jama’at dearer than anything else. Only
when you begin to manifest these qualities will you start to truly fulfil the responsibility placed on you
as a member of Waqf-e-Nau.’’
Conduct Your Every Act And Deed According To The True Islamic Teachings:
‘‘It is essential for you to understand your responsibilities, which is that you should conduct your
every act and deed according to the true Islamic teachings. When you are sitting, standing or
meeting others, your every act and word should be conducted with better manners and goodness,
as compared to others, otherwise people will have the opportunity to allege that “the character of
this Waqf-e-Nau child or youngster is not of a high standard.”

Importance of Religious Knowledge:
‘‘The most important duty for an Ahmadi man is to live a righteous life. Many of you have now
reached an age where you should understand your responsibilities, according to the teachings of
Islam. To be able to fulfil this responsibility it is essential that you increase your religious knowledge,
because without such understanding, you cannot live your lives according to the teachings of Islam
and furthermore, you cannot raise your future generations to understand and abide by its beautiful
teachings. Therefore, to have religious knowledge is extremely important.’’
The Holy Qur’an – The Greatest Form of Religious Knowledge:
‘‘The most fundamental and greatest form of religious knowledge is, of course, the Holy Qur’an. To
form a relationship with Allah and the Holy Prophetsaw, the most important and crucial requirement
is to do the Tilawat (recitation) of the Holy Qur’an daily and regularly. However, Tilawat alone is not
enough, you have to study and learn the translation and inner-meanings of the Holy Qur’an and for
that you should also make it a habit of taking notes so that you can have an indepth understanding
of it.’’
Importance of the Books Of The Promised Messiahas:
‘‘Also of vast importance are the books of the Promised Messiahas. You can start with some of the books
from the latter years of the life of the Promised Messiahas if you wish, because they are somewhat
easier to understand. Those who can read and understand Urdu should read the writings of the
Promised Messiahas directly, and those who cannot read Urdu, should read the English translation
that have been printed by the Jama’at, or should read the volumes of The Essence of Islam that have
been printed and which contain the excerpts from the books of the Promised Messiahas, and cover
different topics and issues.’’
Most Important Factor Is Dua (Prayer):
‘‘To increase your religious knowledge and education the most important factor is Dua, that is,
prayer. Unless you become involved in prayer and develop a relationship with Allah, all your religious
knowledge will be of no use. Remember, we do not seek religious knowledge just for the sake of it.
As I just said, it must coincide with earnest and sincere prayer so that the knowledge that you have
gained will be a means to improve your spiritual progress.’’
You Should Glow Like A True Beacon Of Spiritual Light:
‘‘Understand your responsibility in this Western society that you live in. Come to shine like a bright
light that has no connotation of worldly desires or amusements. Indeed, you should glow like a true
beacon of spiritual light. I pray that this light becomes present in all of you, and if it does, Insha’Allah
(God Willing), you will remove the anxieties of both me and any future Khalifa, because from one
example, another example is born. The older among you are in the first and second batches of Waqfe-Nau and so it is up to you to set the trend.’’
Every Child Should Read The Syllabus Appropriate To Their Age:
‘‘The Waqf-e-Nau syllabus has been developed, as I have said, to the ages of up to 19 or 20. Therefore,
every child should read the syllabus appropriate to their age. In this regard, both parents and the
organisers should take note and make sure that children follow and learn their syllabus to the letter;
this will be a means to your good Tarbiyyat and training.’’
Set A Good Example:
‘‘Go ahead and become the trendsetters in whichever field you are; be it a missionary, doctor, teacher,
historian, economist or scientist etc. you should try to show your brilliance. Set a good example so
that not only the people of your own era, but also those of future times come to pray for you. May
Allah give you the ability to fulfil these responsibilities.’’
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Points to Ponder
S TO R I E S A N D A N E C D O T E S
R e l a t e d b y H a z r a t M i r z a B a s h i r u d d i n M a h m o o d A h m a d ra,
Khalifatul Masih II The Promised Reformer

The Grinding Wheel

son does not have the intelligence to realise

Intelligence and knowledge are separate

hand then what can I do? My knowledge is

and different from each other. Knowledge
is a good thing to have but knowledge is
worthless without intelligence.
There was a king. He called for a renowned
astrologer of his kingdom. The king put his
son in the custody of the astrologer. The king
directed the astrologer to teach his son the
knowledge of astrology.
The astrologer took the son of the king to his
home and educated him. After teaching him
all he knew about astrology, he brought him
to the king, and said: “Your Excellency, the
King! I have taught him all the knowledge of
astrology. If you like, you can give him a test.”
The king hid the diamond of his ring in
his hand and asked the boy, “Using your
knowledge of astrology, tell me what is in my
hand.”
The boy calculated and said, “The grinding
wheel of a mill.” The king looked towards
the astrologer and said, “What did you teach
him?” He said, “Sir, the grinding wheel of a
mill is made of stone and a diamond also is
a stone. My knowledge is correct but if your

that a mill’s grinding wheel cannot fit in your
accurate.”
I have related a joke many a time on the
same lines, which I have heard from Maulānā
Nūrud-Dīn
The elders of a village sent a boy to learn
medicine in some other land because there
was no physician in the village. They thought
that when the boy returns after learning,
their needs will be met, and the day-to-day
inconvenience they had for the lack of a
physician will go away.
The boy reached a renowned physician in
another part and said, “The elders of my area
have sent me to learn medicine because we
do not have a physician.”
The physician said, “That is commendable.
What can be better than service with
medicine as one gets to serve the community,
and people also benefit. This task is of great
blessing. Stay with me and I will teach you
everything about medicine.”
The boy took residence with him. The very
next day, the physician went to see a patient.
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He took the boy with him. When they arrived

boy said, “Whether you accept it or not you

at the patient’s house, they sat down. The

did eat horse’s straps.” When the servants saw

physician checked patient’s pulse, asked

that he was putting down their master, they

about his condition and in the course of the

beat him up. They continued beating him up

conversation, asked, “Did you, per chance, eat

and he continued insisting that his diagnosis

garbanzos yesterday?” The patient replied,

was correct whether they believed him or not.

“Yes, I ate some garbanzos.” The physician
said, “Your stomach is weak; you cannot

Finally they asked him what he meant. He

digest such hard food. This is the cause of

said, “The matter is so because the physician I

your stomachache; you should not eat such

learned medicine from went to see a patient. I

things.” Then the physician wrote the patient

examined his movements carefully. I saw that

a prescription and they came home.

the physician looked around and picked up
the few garbanzo beans fallen under the bed

Upon arrival, the boy said, “Please give

and played with them and then said to the

me permission to go back.” The physician

patient that it seemed that he had eaten the

said, “That quick! You had come to learn

garbanzos. He accepted that in reality he had

medicine.” The boy answered, “I have learned

eaten garbanzos. I understood immediately

the medicine. It is not very difficult for an

that when you have to go to see a patient you

intelligent person.” The physician said, “I have

should look under his bed. And whatever you

not even given you one lesson. Where did

see under the bed, you should imagine that

you learn the medicine from?” The boy said,

he got sick by eating that. When I came here

“Intelligent people do not need any lessons.

and looked under his bed, I saw the strap of

By the grace of God, I am intelligent, and I

the horse so I understood that he had become

have learned all the medicine.” The physician

sick due to eating that strap of the horse.”

tried to convince him that he should stay
longer and study medicine in a disciplined

The thing which he thought was intelligence.

way, but the boy did not agree and went back.

In reality that was stupidity and idiocy.1

People of his town were surprised to see him
back so soon. He said, “It is not difficult for
an intelligent person to learn medicine. And I
learned the medicine right upon arrival there.”
Anyhow, a rich person fell ill and called the
boy for treatment. The boy felt the pulse,
asked about the condition and then said, “You
are a rich person. How can you digest such
things? Tell me, did you eat horse’s straps?”
The patient said, “What stupid things you are

Intelligence and
knowledge are separate
and different from each
other. Knowledge is a
good thing to have but
knowledge is worthless
without intelligence.

saying, does anyone eat horse’s straps?” The

Hazrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmood Ahmadra, Points to Ponder (2011), pp.52-55
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THE IMPORTANCE OF

Higher education
FOR A WAQF-E-NAU
By Laiqa Bhatti
The very first command God Almighty made to all
Muslims was - “Read thou in the name of thy Lord
Who created”.[1] When we ponder upon the very
first word ‘Read’, it may come to no surprise that
seeking knowledge is found at the heart of Islam.
Indeed, the Holy Prophetsaw has said "It is the duty
of every Muslim man and every Muslim woman to
acquire knowledge."[2]
Since God Almighty ordains seeking knowledge, it
has become a form of worship. The Holy Prophetsaw
said that he who issues forth in the search of
knowledge is busy in the cause of Allah till he
returns from his quest.[3] The Holy Prophetsaw has
further said that a learned one is as much above a
worshipper as I am above the least of you.[4] So why
is such significance put on educating oneself?
In the Holy Qur’an, God Almighty states that “Only
those of His servants who possess knowledge fear
Allah”.[5] Thus, knowledge instils Taqwa and this is
not limited to spiritual knowledge. Hazrat Musleh
Maudra elaborates how this verse also applies to
secular studies of the laws of nature; and how very
true that is.[6] Take Astrophysics as an example;
astrophysicists look at the universe over and over
and yet remain puzzled about the vastness of our
universe. On the other hand, biologists and
biochemists who study life on a micro molecular
level, find themselves in awe of the detail and
perfection of life. Yet as believers, we see God in
His full Majesty who has designed the universe and
life to perfection. For that reason, God Almighty in
the Holy Qur’an describes believers as obedient
men and endowed with knowledge and
understanding.[7] So what happens when believers
no longer seek knowledge?
Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IVrh gave a stark warning in
this regard. He explained that “generally, religious
scholars have this shortcoming (of lack of
knowledge) in common. They have an extensive
and in-depth knowledge of religion but they are
totally ignorant of knowledge outside the sphere of
religion. This lack of knowledge has seriously
harmed Islam”.[8] Beloved Huzoorrh advised that

Jama'at-e-Ahmadiyya should learn from this and
that Waaqifeen children should have a vast
knowledge. Hazrat Khalifatul Masih Vaba has
repeatedly reminded us of the importance of
education, Beloved Huzooraba has said that “The
Holy Prophetsaw said that wisdom is like the lost
belonging of a believer – wherever it is found he or
she should grab hold of it. Hence our women and
girls, and in particular the Waqfaat-e-Nau, should
attain the highest standard of education and then
they should strive to use that knowledge to give
benefit to the world”.[9] and that “…they
(Waqf-e-Nau) should be given extensive secular
education and their knowledge should be vast.”[10]
Without seeking further education, we Waqf-e-Nau
cannot strive to the level Huzooraba expects of us
and as a result we cannot duly fulfil our task. For
that reason, higher education for every Waqfa is
imperative.
Furthermore, our Beloved fifth Khalifaaba has praised
the British education system and said that Ahmadi
Muslim children living in the UK should be grateful
for the vast opportunities they have. He also said
“Do not waste these golden educational
opportunities, but instead grasp them and seek to
achieve excellence in your chosen fields of interest
– whether it is science or other subjects.”[11]
Besides science and medicine, other subjects
Waqf-e-Nau are encouraged to study are History
and Geography, and Languages.[12] With regards to
languages, Hazrat Khalifatul Masih IVrh has
reminded both Waqfeen and their parents that they
should know at least three different languages and
use these to help translate Jama’at literature.[13]
When deciding which path of study to choose, one
should keep our beloved Huzoor’saba guidance at
the forefront of our mind:
“When reaching
adolescence Waqf-eNau children should be aware
that they have to present themselves to the
Jama’at. Parents should draw their attention to this
matter at every juncture of their education.
Guidance should be sought from the Waqf-e-Nau
department about the education of children, if they
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opt for subjects which the Jama’at does not have a
need for, the Waqf should be withdrawn.”[14] On
another occasion Huzooraba also said that
Waqf-e-Nau should write in, explaining their
interests and seek advice about further education
and not decide for themselves.[15] Seeking advice
on which subjects to study is important; Hazrat
Khalifatul Masih IVrh, addressing the parents of
Waqf-e-Nau said that “If we can supervise the
future Waaqifeen on these lines and raise them
accordingly and strive at individual and Jama'at
level to make them excellent Waaqifeen, we will do
a great favour to Ahmadi generations of the next
century. It is a favour that they will remember with
gratefulness and prayers.”[16]
The beauty of higher education is that it does not
only teach us extensive knowledge about our
chosen subject. It is a time where many other skills
are honed and those skills are extremely valuable
for one’s Waqf. For example, you learn a great deal
about how to interact with people of all different
backgrounds and it often also opens dialogue. You
learn how to dissect, analyse and apply logic during
an intellectual conversation, all of which are
essential tools for tabligh. In addition, most
academic subjects also teach you how to excel in
written work. This perhaps is one of the most
important aspects when it comes to Jama’at work
since Hazrat Masih Maudas has said that the Jihad of
this generation is to be conducted through the pen.
As a Waqf-e-Nau, we must realise the importance
of not only gaining knowledge, but to do so to the
best of our ability. However, it must be remembered
that knowledge is granted by God alone. When
God sent the first revelation to the Holy Prophetsaw
to ‘Read’, the Holy Prophetsaw replied that he
cannot read nor write. God Almighty then said
again: “Read! And thy Lord is Most Generous. Who
taught by then pen, Taught man what he knew
not.”[18]. So Allah makes it clear that knowledge is
granted by Himself alone. In the Holy Qur’an, we
again read: “Allah will raise those who believe from
among you, and those to whom knowledge is
given, to degrees of rank. And Allah is Well-Aware
of what you do.”[19]
Seeking knowledge is indeed the duty of every man
and woman and in the developed world, obtaining
higher education is ever so easy. While during our
youth we learn many things, skills required for
tabligh can really flourish during years of higher
education. As a result we must put our upmost
efforts into not only gaining as much knowledge as
possible, but also to spreading it further as this then
becomes an act of charity.[20] We must conduct
ourselves in the best manner, respect those who
give knowledge and remember that, ultimately,
knowledge is granted by God Almighty alone. For
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that reason, we must continue to strive to seek
knowledge and remember the prayer God
Almighty taught the Holy Prophet Muhammadsaw in
the Holy Qur’an:

“O my Lord, increase me in knowledge.”[21]
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ہللا تعالی کے فضل و کرم کے ساتھ
ھوالنّاصر

All Blessings Are Associated With
Khilafat
Zanubia Ahmad
“The second manifestation is an immense
gift from God with an objective to unite a
nation and protect it from discord. It is
that string in which the Community is
threaded like pearls. If pearls are
scattered about they are neither safe nor
do they look beautiful. Indeed pearls
threaded in a string alone are secure and
at their loveliest. True faith cannot
advance without a second manifestation.
Therefore keep a link of love, sincerity
and devotion with it, make your zeal for
obedience to Khilafat everlasting. Develop
the fervour of your love for it to such an
extent that all other relationships appear
trivial compared to it. All blessings are in
loyalty to the Imam and this alone is a
shield for you against all trouble and
strife.” 1
In Arabic the word „Khalifah‟ means
successor. A Khalifah is a successor of a
Prophet and as he is the successor of a
Prophet, God Almighty blesses him with a
very lofty status. God Almighty blesses
him with a splendour which spiritually
enlightens the whole world.
A
Khalifah is appointed through Divine
Guidance. A person who was an ordinary
person in the eyes of the world becomes a
man of God and a special and close
relationship develops between God
Almighty and a Khalifah. The Omnipotent
God not only strengthens the hand of a
Khalifah but He also gives him a special
sign
of
acceptance
of
prayers.

In the present world and days, where
everywhere there is chaos and unrest, we
Ahmadis are very blessed that we are
under the shade of Khilafat. Certainly, we
could never be too grateful to Allah for
this blessing but we should try prostrate
before Allah in gratitude and associate
ourselves with Khilafat in a very strong
bond. Only then we shall be able to
receive these blessings associated with
Khilafat. In order to gain these blessings
which are given to the Khalifah by God
Almighty in the form of spiritual light,
love, knowledge and acceptance of
prayers, every single Ahmadi should
develop a close link of love and faith with
the Khalifah. Such a bond of loyalty that
all relationships become trivial as
compared to the love of Khilafat.

A Few Ways to Benefit
From the Blessings of
Khilafat
Obedience

to

Khilafat

is

a very
important key to benefit from the
blessings of Khilafat. The Promised
Messiah (on whom be peace) also said:
“Spiritual exercise is not needed as much
as obedience is need…” without it one
cannot experience spiritual bliss and
luminosity or peace in one‟s life. Another
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aspect of attaining a good standard of
obedience as told by the Promised
Messiahas is: “It becomes necessary to
crush
your
self-centredness
in
obedience…”. One has to bring one‟s
wishes in line with what God and His
Messenger said in order to be obedient.
The Promised Messiahas said that the
Companions (may Allah be pleased with
them) only attained high standards of the
worship of God after practicing
obedience.2
Now what should be the criteria of
obedience? The following words of Hazrat
Khalifatul Massih IIra clarifies this
question. He says: “Faith simply means
obeying implicitly each and every
command of the chosen Khalifah of God.
Let a person declare a thousand times
that he believes in the Promised
Messiahas. Let him declare a thousand
times that he believes in Ahmadiyyat; all
these claims will be worthless in the eyes
of Allah unless he puts his hand in the
hands of the person whom God has chosen
to be the instrument of the revival of
Islam. So long as every member of the
community does not spend every single
moment of his life in obedience to the
Khalifah.”3
Explaining the importance of obedience,
the Second Khalifahra says: “The meaning
of Khilafat is that as soon as the Khalifah
of the time says something, all other
schemes, proposals and plans are
discarded; and it is kept firmly in mind
that only that scheme, proposal and plan
is useful which has been instituted by the
Khalifah. Until the Jama‟at is filled with
this spirit, all khutbas are useless, all
schemes are deceptive and all plans are
doomed to failure.”

Hazrat Khalifatul Massih V (May
Allah be his Helper) said in the Friday
Sermon on 6th June 2014 that
obedience is when it is followed
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instantly. Huzur-e-Anwaraba further
said that indeed, it is fine to have your

own opinion; however when the Khalifah
of the time decides upon something, then
one must overlook one‟s opinion. Hazrat
Mirza Bashir Ahmad Sahib used to say
that he held many opinions and also
shared them with the Khalifah of the time.
However, if his opinion was not accepted,
then he did not even think about it again
and demonstrated perfect obedience.
Sir Chauhdary Muhammed Zafrullah
Khan sahib was a very renowned Ahmadi
who was knighted in 1935 and was
Pakistan‟s first Foreign Minister. He is
known particularly for his representation
of Pakistan at the United Nations (UN).
Once it was asked to him: "Chaudhry
Sahib, through all your life you have been
very successful and Allah has blessed you
so much. Would you tell why?" Without
any hesitation to think about an answer,
he said: "Because through all my life, I was
obedient to Khilafat."4

God Almighty is very
near to the Khalifah
and
Accepts
his
prayers
Another way of obtaining blessings from
Khilafat is to have a complete faith that
the Khalifah is the nearest to God, Who
accepts his prayers and solicitations, on
his own behalf and on behalf of others.
When God elects someone as a Khalifah,
He advances his status and listens to his
prayers. It is due to this special love and
bond with Khilafat that we run to our
beloved Khalifah with our problems and
sorrows and request him for prayers and
indeed his prayers are accepted in ways
which cannot be apprehended by an
ordinary man. Hazrat Musleh Maudra
while explaining the difference between
those who have associated themselves
with Khilafat and those who have turned
away from it says that:

‘‘You should remember that there is one
big difference! And that is that: You have
someone who has true sympathy for you;
who truly loves you; who considers your
pain and sufferings to be his own; and
who is always praying to Allah for you.
The group opposed to us have no one to do
this on their behalf. You have someone
who is always anxious for your wellbeing, who puts himself into trouble for
your sake, and who prays restlessly before
his Lord for the sake of your comfort and
peace. But they have none who can ever
do this on their behalf. Having to take
care of only one person renders one
restless. Can you imagine the condition of
a person who has to look after not only
hundreds but millions of people who
suffer from diverse problems?” 5
When we have a look at the world at
present, there is chaos everywhere and the
reason for this is that the people have
refused to accept the Imam of the Age.
This Rope of God is this rope of Khilafat,
and by holding this rope the Ahmadiyya
Jamaat is witnessing countless bounties
today. The most important point is as a
Khalifah is nearest to God Almighty; he
also becomes a source of Nearness to God
Almighty for us too.

The Love Between a
Khalifah
and
His
Jama’at
A very important point on which I would
really like to emphasise is that there is a
special mutual love between the Jama‟at
and their beloved Khalifah. And this love,
this bond is something which those people
who are not associated with Khilafat
cannot imagine. A non-Ahmadi is unable
to understand the true nature of this
relationship of mutual love. They think
that we only turn to Khilafat when we
need some help. But that‟s not true, every
individual of the Jama‟at will sacrifice
anything just to have a look at their

beloved Khalifah. People from all over the
world come only to see our beloved Imam
even if they have to undetake every type
of sacrifice and those who cannot their
hearts bleed with pain for being unable to
see the Khalifah. In a very recent
interview by Radio Nunspeet Holland,
Hazrat Khalifatul Massih Vaba was asked
by the interviewer; that beside your visit
to the parliament, you are going to be
meeting several families, do you know
what their intentions are? Do they need
help from you? Huzur‟s answer was so
loving and affectionate that all of us will
want to listen to it again and again.
Huzur-e-Anwaraba said:
“Sometimes

they only come to see me, you see

this is a two way love of an
Ahmadi
member
and
the
Khalifah. So yes, you become happy
when you see your loved ones, that’s
what this relationship means.” 6

In a Friday Sermon delivered by Hazrat
Khalifatul Massih IIIra while describing his
love for the Jama‟at he said that: “God
Almighty has infused so much love within me
for each of you that you cannot imagine the
extant of this love. Sometimes, while
prostrating in namaz, I pray for you in this
manner that „O Lord: fulfil the wishes of those
who have written to me for prayers and my
Lord fulfil the wishes of those who wanted to
write to me but were unable to do so because of
any reason and O Lord, even those who have
not written to me nor did it occur to them to
write to me for prayers, remove the afflictions
of any kind from them as well and fulfil their
7
needs.‟”
There is a very interesting incident of
Hazrat Khalifatul Massih Ira which
beautifully portrays the love between a
Khalifah and his Jama‟at. Chaudhary
Hakim Din sahib worked in the boarding
house in Qadian. He relates that his wife
was in distress at the time of the birth of
their first child. At twelve o‟clock he
knocked at the door of Hazrat Khalifatul
Massih Ira and told him about his wife and
requested for prayers. Huzurra stood up
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immediately and went inside and came
back with a date in his hand and prayed
and asked Hakim Din sahib to give the
date to his wife and also asked him to
inform him once the child is born. Hakim
Din sahib relates that he gave the date to
his wife and with the Grace of Allah, a
baby girl was born soon after. He says that
by that time it was quite late and he
thought that it is not appropriate to
disturb Hazrat Khalifatul Massih at that
time. He says that he went for Fajr prayer
and informed Huzurra that a baby girl was
born soon after the date was given to his
wife. The reply that was given by Hazrat
Khalifatul
Massih
Ira
is
worth
remembering. He said: “Mian Hakim Din
you gave the date to your wife and a girl
was born, then you and your wife slept
comfortably afterwards. Only if you had
informed me, I could have slept as well. I
have been up all night praying for your
wife.” 8
Today we are blessed to have Khilafat
among ourselves. We should ponder over
the true value of the treasure of a
Khalifah‟s prayers and we should try to be
thankful by praying before God Almighty
for this Blessed Existence. We should pray
for our beloved Imam every day and night
and cry out before God and pray that O
our Lord, please keep our Khalifah safe
and protected from any kind of hardships
and afflictions and O our Lord, enable us
to help our Khalifah with our humble
prayers and all our strengths and O our
Lord keep us and our children associated
to Khilafat in a very strong bond of love.
IIra

Hazrat Khalifatul Massih
said; “The
Person God has chosen to convey His
wishes and whom He Honours with His
revelations and whom He has chosen to be
the Caliph and the Spiritual leader of the
community, is the one in whom the
community should have implicit faith and
he is the one whom the members of the
community should always consult and
seek his advice in all matters. The more
attached you are to his person the more
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you will be blessed in your affairs. But if
you keep aloof from him, you shall find
yourselves badly off in your affairs. The
branch that has been cut off from the tree
can never bear fruit. In the same manner,
one who is cut off from the Caliph can
never prosper spiritually. But the one who
is faithfully attached to the Imam-the
Caliph, he shall be able to serve the faith
usefully. Anyone who is not devotedly
loyal to the Caliph, he, even though he
may have acquired all the worldly
knowledge, he shall not be even able to do
better than a goatherd.” 9
Furthermore, Hazrat Musleh Maudra said
in a gathering in 1927 that, “Please bear this
in your minds that all your progress and all
your success is connected with the Institution
of Khilafat. The day you forget this and throw
this advice at your backs, that day shall be the
beginning of your ruin and your downfall. But
if you always keep this truth in view and fully
grasp its meanings, you shall be blessed with
solidarity and remain firm and steadfast in
facing all the trials and oppositions. Even if
the whole world combines together to destroy
you, they shall not succeed. No doubt,
individual lives shall be lost and you shall
have to accost many dangers and obstacles and
you shall face many trials, but the Jama‟at
shall never be annihilated and destroyed. It
shall, on the other hand, progress and advance
day by day. At that time the death of an
individual from amongst you will be similar to
the death of the mythical giant from whose
every drop of blood rose another giant like him.
So if one Ahmadi is killed, thousands shall be
born from the drop of his blood.”10
In a Friday Sermon, Hazrat Khalifatul
Massih IIra gave the following glad
tidings; “According to the will of God, I shall
die on the day when I shall have accomplished
my mission successfully. Those who are scared
of my death are showing great ignorance. The
Promised Messiahas had said that though he
shall be leaving but God shall send the „Second
Manifestation‟. But our God, has in His store,
not only the „Second Manifestation‟ but has
also the „Third Manifestation‟ and the „Fourth
Manifestation‟. The Second Manifestation

came after the First Manifestation and so long
as God does not make this movement triumph
over the whole world, „Manifestations‟ shall
continue to appear one after the other. The
„Second Manifestation‟ shall be followed by the
„Third Manifestation‟ after which shall come
the „Fourth Manifestation‟ which in turn shall
be followed by the „Fifth Manifestation‟ and
the „Sixth Manifestation‟ and the Hand of God
Almighty shall continue to show signs after
signs.”11
We are seeing this glad tiding given to us
in the spiritual form of our beloved
Huzur, Hazrat Khalifatul Massih Vaba the „
Fifth Manifestation‟ of God Almighty and
Inshallah God Almighty shall continue to
show His Manifestations one after another
until the Day of the Judgment. In a special
message to the Jama‟at at the occasion of
the Khilafat Centenary, Hazrat Khalifatul
Massih Vaba said;
“Believers of the Masih-e-Muhammadi
[The Messiah of Muhammadsaw]! Dear
ones of the Promised Messiahas and the
flourishing branches of the tree of his
being! Rise up. Be ready to make any
sacrifice required for the further
strengthening of Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya
so that, by holding fast to the Rope of
Allah, you may spread, to the ends of the
world, the message of the Holy Prophetsaw
the Master and Muta„ (the obeyed one) of
the Promised Messiahas with which Allah
sent the Messiah of Muhammadsaw . Also
convey the message to each and every
person in the world that his or her
survival depends on establishing a true
relationship with the One and only God
and that the peace of the world depends
on joining the Jama„at of the Mahdi and
the Messiah because today he alone is the
standard-bearer of the true Islamic
teachings regarding peace and security,
the example of which is not found on the
surface of the earth. Today to fulfill the
mission of the Messiah of
Muhammadsaw and to be united in
faith in the Unity of God can only be
achieved by remaining attached to
Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya. It is this by
which men of God will bring about a
spiritual revolution in the world.”

May Allah enable each Ahmadi to convey
with firm faith this beautiful Truth to
every individual in the World.
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FOCUS
BOOKS OF THE PROMISED MESSIAHas
This section of the magazine
aims to provide a brief insight
into one of the books of The
Promised Messiahas. In this Issue,
we introduce “Eik ‘Isa’i Kei Tin
Sawal Aur Unkei Jawabat”

Title
Author
Language
English Version
No. of pages
Year Written
Year Printed
Printed by

Eik ‘Isa’i Kei Tin Sawal Aur Unkei Jawabat
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmadas
Urdu
Three Questions by a Christian and their Answers
68
1891
1892
Munshi Gulzar Muhammad, Owner and Manager
of Gulzar Muhammadi Press

THREE QUESTIONS BY A CHRISTIAN AND THEIR ANSWERS
‘Three Questions by a Christian and their Answers’ is an English version of ‘Eik ‘Isa’i Kei Tin
Sawal Aur Unkei Jawabat’, a book written by the Holy Founder of the Ahmadiyya Muslim
Jama’at, The Promised Messiah and Mahdi, Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian (on
whom be peace) in 1891.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Born in 1835 in Qadian (India), Hadrat Mirza
Ghulam Ahmadas, The Promised Messiah and
Mahdi, remained dedicated to the study of the Holy
Qur’an and to a life of prayer and devotion. Finding

Muslims to respond to the questions raised by the
idol worshippers. But on the contrary the Promised
Messiahas challenged the thinking of nations
and provided crushing replies to these mean
allegations against Holy Prophetsaw and Islam.

Islam the target of foul attacks from all directions,
the fortunes of Muslims at a low ebb, faith yielding
to doubt and religion only skin-deep, he undertook
vindication and exposition of Islam. In his vast
corpus of writings (including his epoch-making
‘Brahin-e-Ahmadiyya’), his lectures, discourses,
religious debates etc., he argued that Islam was
a living faith and the only faith by following which
man could establish contact with his Creator and
enter into communion with Him.

The Promised Messiahas in a powerful and forceful
response tackled the following questions in this
book spread over 95 pages. ‘Abdullah James
argued that: 1) The Holy Prophetsaw was doubtful
about his own Prophethood and the divinity of
the Holy Qur’an. 2) The Holy Prophetsaw did not
show any miracles. 3) The Holy Prophetsaw did
not possess any knowledge of the unseen. The
Promised Messiahas responded to these allegations
and presented a critical analysis of the verses of

He announced that God had appointed him the
Messiah and Mahdi as mentioned in the prophecies
of the Bible, the Holy Qur’an and Ahadith. In 1889

the Holy Qur’an that ‘Abdullah James quoted in his
questions and provided an accurate interpretation
of these verses.

he began to accept initiation into his Community
which is now established in more than two hundred
countries. His more than eighty books are written
mostly in Urdu, but some are in Arabic and Persian.

BACKGROUND & INTRODUCTION
In 1891, a Christian by the name of ‘Abdullah James
posed three questions about the Holy Prophetsa
and invited Anjuman Himayat-e-Islam to furnish
replies to these questions. Anjuman Himayat-eIslam submitted these questions to three eminent
Muslim scholars, including the Promised Messiahas
and Hadrat Maulavi Hakim Nur-ud-Dinra. The
Anjuman published the replies to these questions
in 1892 under the title of Eik ‘Isa’i Kei Tin Sawal Aur
Unkei Jawabat (Three Questions by a Christian and
their Answers). Later this book was published in
Qadian under the title of Tasdiqun-Nabi carrying
the replies by the Promised Messiahas. The
Anjuman in the preface to the book acknowledged
the lack of knowledge and ability among the

(An introduction to the hidden treasures of Islam,
by Syed Hasanat Ahmad pp. 77-79)

SPECIMENS OF WRITING
“O readers, and lovers of the truth! Consider
with justice and fairness, how expressly God
Almighty has informed us that the Holy Prophetsaw
possessed perfect insight and full conviction,
and his Prophethood was true, and great signs
were shown in his support. In short, there is
not a word, not a jot, in the Holy Quran, which
even remotely suggests that the Holy Prophetsaw
was ever in doubt about being a Prophet, and
about the Holy Quran being the Divine word.
The truth is that the perfect certainty, insight
and conviction, to which the Holy Prophetsaw
laid claim, and then proved, finds no parallel in
any existing Scripture.” (Three Questions by a
Christian and their Answers p.9-10)
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“It is well known that the vanquished idolaters

“One of the many beauties of the Holy Quran,

of Mecca finally believed in the Prophethood of

for instance, is that it is a compendium of all

the Holy Prophetsaw and accepted his miracles

religious verities. There is not a single religious

as true miracles. And even as unbelievers,

verity, relating to truth and wisdom, which is not

they did not deny his miracles outright. On the

to be found in the Holy Quran. But can anyone

contrary, they were so bewildered by what they

show us another book which possesses this

saw, that when they went to the Byzantine and

quality? If anyone is in doubt about the Holy

Persian Empires they proclaimed that the Holy

Quran being the compendium of all religious

Prophetsaw was a man with magical powers. Thus

verities, regardless of whether he is a Christian,

they admitted the signs, albeit in their own way,

an Arya, a Brahmu Samajist or an atheist, he is

and these affirmations are to be found in the Holy

welcome to test this claim in the manner of his

Quran. They could not possibly have denied

own choosing and thus satisfy himself; and I

these manifest signs of the Holy Prophet’ssaw

undertake to satisfy any seeker after truth who

Prophethood with such conviction, while they

comes to me.” (Three Questions by a Christian

were so overawed by them. If they had indeed

and their Answers p.35)

denied these miracles so forcefully, how could
they have accepted Islam with such conviction
that it became a small matter for them to shed
their blood and sacrifice their lives for its sake.”
(Three Questions by a Christian and their
Answers p.15-16)

SAMPLE GLOSSARY:
ASHAB-E-KAHAF:
People of the Cave

HAQ-UL-YAQIN:
Perfect certainty

“The miracles and signs of the Holy Prophetsaw
shine from every angle, it is impossible for
them to remain hidden. The miracles that

MUHADDATHIN:
People who are honoured with Divine revelation

have been testified by the Companions of the

TABSHIR:

Holy Prophetsaw are about three thousand in

To give glad tidings (good news)

number. In addition, there are prophecies, that

SAKEENAT:

have already been fulfilled or are continuing
to be fulfilled with the passage of time, and
they number about ten thousand. Then there
are some miracles and prophecies of the Holy

Consolation, Comfort, Soothing

MUZTARAB:
Afflicted, Troubled

Quran, the fulfillment of which we perceive and

MUTASHAKI:

witness even in this age and no one can ever

Suspicious, Mistrutful

deny them.” (Three Questions by a Christian and
their Answers p.30-31)

“Three Questions by
a Christian and their
Answers is available to
read on www.alislam.org

Maryam 24

A Spiritual Journey
by Reem Ikhlaf Sahiba

Imagine yourself inside a dark and rugged forest, surrounded by beasts.
While you walk quickly, trying to get out of this darkness, you stumble again
and again. Then suddenly an angel appears to guide you to the path of
salvation, so you accelerate towards that road where you see a shining light,
you go along it thanking Allah, rejoicing and smelling the fragrance of
Paradise!
This, in short is my story! Before joining the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community,
I was in that forest, then my brother (the angel) showed me the path of noor
(light); he swore allegiance to the Imam of the age while I was living and
working in Saudi Arabia. Then, one day during the month of Ramadan in
2007, Allah arranged for me to unexpectedly visit my family in Syria. There, I
learnt that my brother had become an Ahmadi. He started preaching the
message of The Promised Messiahas to me with determination and urgency
and this is what he was doing with all the members of our family. Once he
told me with eyes filled with tears, “You are the one whom I trust the most,
promise me, if I die while my kids are small you will tell them when they
grow up your father died as an Ahmadi Muslim and he said you have to
follow his footsteps.” Every time my brother would preach to me I had to
listen, because throughout his life he was truthful, chaste and pure, so you
cannot turn your back to someone like him. I pondered over the tears my
brother would shed and the pain he had, he was grieving himself to death in
order for his family to believe. Above all, were of course the beautiful and
logical teachings he was preaching. I was impressed by what I heard, then I
watched "Liqaa' mal-Arab" with my brother in the evenings and I saw the
illuminated faces of The Promised Messiahas, the fourth Caliphrh and the fifth
Caliphaba.I returned to Saudi from this short holiday and soon I became
addicted to MTA Al-Arabiyya. I did not want to sleep, I was constantly
captivated, I would sit with all my senses mesmerized till sleep overcame me.
MTA was responding to everything that was in my mind about the truth of
Islam, which I was sure of, but I had some reservations about some matters
such as: abrogation in the Holy Qur’an and killing the apostates etc. So I
learnt that they had nothing to do with Islam! I found myself shouting with
full trust for the first time: "I am proudly Muslim", "O God, what is this great
religion!" Then I pledged allegiance to the fifth Caliphaba and I got to know the
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Jama'at in Saudi Arabia where I found myself suddenly surrounded by
angels. I didn't perform the Istikhara prayer to ascertain the truth of the
Promised Messiahas as I relied on logic, study of his teachings and
comparison. However Allah did not let my belief depend on the mind alone,
and He steadied my heart as well. He, the Almighty, showed me some true
dreams, ofwhich I wish to mention one. I saw myself in Fazl Mosque,
London, reading prayers behind the fifth Caliphaba. When I came out of the
prayer hall, a woman was waiting for me at the door, she was wearing long
black clothes with a veil on her face and dark glasses covering her eyes. She
called my name and told me that she is the wife of the Promised son, Hazrat
Musleh Maudra and that he is unwell in bed so he cannot come to visit me
but he has sent her to bring me to him. I went with her to Hazrat Musleh
Maudra who was in bed, but unfortunately I do not remember what he told
me. I narrated this dream to a Jama’at official in Saudi Arabia, who informed
me that Hazrat Musleh Maudra was confined to his bed during his last days
and he showed me pictures of his wives, one of whom I recognised to be the
one from my dream. Shortly after this I got engaged to my husband who was
from the Netherlands and Huzooraba instructed us to to move to London after
our marriage! Thus I came to pray behind beloved Huzooraba and realised
that it was the Nusrat Hall where I saw myself praying in my dream. Who is
it except God who showed me all of this in my dream and arranged for its
fulfillment? Alhamdulillah. It is Allah Almighty alone who guided me to the
path of light, which does not know the darkness, as it has the sun of the
rightly guided succession, which does not set.
Lucky is the one who was born under this light and did not live a moment in
the darkness of the forest of loss, miserable is the one who saw this light and
preferred to live in darkness and all praise be to God, first and foremost, and
forever that He has guided me to the right path.
It is in

reality the mere Grace of Allah to have joined Ahmadiyyat in
these circumstances of the world in general and in the Arab
world in particular, which is deeply lost in all types of
misguidance. But we, Ahmadis, live under the guidance of
the Khalifaaba who is appointed by Allah Himself. I have
many stories to tell about my experience with Huzooraba
but for now let me inform you that every Muslim today
dreams to live under the guidance of the rightly guided
Khilafat. Indeed, this was my dream as well, which was
fulfilled Alhamdulillah. With Huzur’saba guidance,
justice and compassion, we feel protected, as
we endeavor to try our best to hold fast to
the rope of Allah and obey the
Khalifaaba in every matter. Allah will
never waste us as per His promise to
those
who
obey
His
Khalifa,
Insha’Allah.

Modern Technology – The Good, The Bad
& The Balance
By Nayla Sabahat Dogar
Several hundreds and thousands of years
ago it would have been impossible for
man to have pictured a global village in
which everyone (more or less) would be
able to contact each other through a
simple touch of their fingertip. It is
noteworthy to also mention here how this
had been foretold several thousand years
ago by God in the Holy Quran at a time
when man could never even have
imagined how easy it would be to travel
or communicate in the future:
“And when people are brought together”
(81:8)
If we go back in history the telegraph,
radio, and telephone were all major
breakthroughs in the world of human
inventions. These creations also improved
and evolved with time along with other
new innovations such as the satellite
systems, the Internet, cordless telephones
as well as the smartphones. All these
concepts of intelligence contributed in
easing modern day communication and as
the human mind developed through the
years so did their advancement in various
fields of technology. The birth of the most
prominent phenomena in the world of
technology today is arguably The Internet.
The first workable prototype of the
Internet came in the late 1960s but the
commercial Internet service providers
began to emerge in the late 1980s and
early 1990s. Companies began investing in
the Internet, flourishing the cyber
businesses, which lead to competition
between various big companies such as

Google, Amazon, eBay, Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, Pinterest etc. As a result the
Internet had created new ways of
communication, entertainment, as well as
education and other various forms of
trade in a short time span of twenty years.
Today the Internet has become a vital part
of our daily lives and it would not be
wrong to claim that it is cultivating new
generations resulting in both positivity
and negativity. This article has been
written to present the pros and cons of
the use of Internet as well as suggestions
to maintain a healthy lifestyle without
having to boycott modern trends.

The Good
There is a long list of positive sides that
are brought forth thanks to the Internet,
for example, it has opened ways for us to
keep in touch with our family and friends
irrespective of physical distances. The
modern camera technologies have also
enabled us to be able to see, as well as
speak to each other. These facilities have
not only been restricted to the pc-world
but are now available on smartphones
making us easily accessible any hour of
the day. Additionally, the advances of
these gadgets have also made social
media very powerful as it allows
individuals to express and share their
thoughts, feelings, photos, videos and
other graphic media with the rest of the
world through a few simple clicks.
Newspapers, tabloids magazines and
other publications have also published
their fair share on the Internet to spread
awareness of current events taking place
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on a national and international level. The
Internet has also helped preserve
countless literature in online libraries
allowing everyone to read from anywhere
around the world. Amazingly, this fact had
also been prophesised in the Holy Quran
over 1400 years ago in the dark ages of
ignorance and illiteracy.
“And when books are spread abroad”
(81:11)
But, this is not the only way news and
literature has learnt to find its way to the
public; the Internet has also become a
great resource tank from which one could
easily extract valuable information
regarding anything and everything – small
or big. Basically, one could say that all the
worlds’ knowledge is a fingertip away
from us. So much so, it has opened a
grand platform to the educational world
by offering online schooling programmes
and teaching facilities. Unfortunate
children with disabilities (such as dyslexia
and dysgraphia etc.) can benefit highly
from the various supportive online
programmes.
Also, it has become very easy for the
public to get help from the Internet to
promote themselves in the competitive
working world. Its great use for
professional enthusiasts enables them to
even search and apply for jobs. It also
helps big companies to extend and
strengthen their cyber businesses by
offering online management services. For
example, a lot of banks have started
online banking services making it not only
easier for their customers to manage their
accounts in their own privacy but it also
saves them the hassle of having to visit
the banks physically. This is probably also
one of the many reasons behind the
success of the online shopping world that
offers their customers a larger variety of
items at the comfort of their own homes.
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One cannot get away with speaking of the
achievements of the Internet without
mentioning
the
very
popular
entertainment business. The gaming
industries as well as the movie industries
have invested a lot of money in the
Internet gaining higher and higher profits
from this trade. Studies show that various
aspects of the Internet helps users
develop learning and practical skills as it
makes them more proficient at using
modern technology and helps improve
their creative skills and enhances their
communicative skills.

The Bad
Despite all the staggering advances in
human knowledge we cannot turn a blind
eye to the dangers of the virtual world. As
technology advances it comes with its fair
share of pros and cons. We can see how
modern communication technology in
today’s day and age has quickly
demolished national barriers turning the
globe into one big human family. On one
hand, there is no doubt that the Internet
has opened new doors to the modern
communication world but on the other
hand it has caused a lot of damage to
individuals as well. Dr. Jim Taylor1 refers
to a study in his article (the Huffington
Post, October 22nd, 2015) which has found
that the more adolescent girls use social
media to discuss their problems the more
depressive symptoms they present. He
also reveals that “an analysis of 15 studies
found that increased media exposure,
including television, movies, video games,
and the Internet, was associated with
violent behaviour and isolation.” These
are a few of the many studies that have
drawn a negative image of the dangers of
the Internet. However, it is important to
note that the youth is not the only target
of these misfortunes; older generations
are also affected by constant use of the
Internet. Interestingly and sadly, “a 2010

survey by the American Academy of
Matrimonial Lawyers (AAML) found that
four out of five lawyers reported an
increasing number of divorce cases citing
evidence derived from social networking
sites in the past five years” (The
Guardian2, 8th March 2011). Many may
argue that the Internet is not solely to be
blamed for mishaps but many will possibly
agree that it has had a negative influence
on morality and anything that causes
unhealthy behaviours (such as aggression,
depression or any other type of unrest)
should
be
handled
with
great
cautiousness. Adding on to the list of
dangers are online advertisements. Daily,
millions of adverts are posted on the
Internet tailored to suit our preferences
based on our unique search history. This
can be seen as a manipulative yet clever
and sometimes persuasive way for
Internet sellers to attract their audience
and lure them into buying things that may
or may not be of necessity.
Chris
3
Baraniuk explains this further in his
article stating “every day, millions of trials
are manipulating what you see when you
browse online, to find out how to keep
your attention, make you click more links
– and spend more money. And these
experiments are often secret” (BBC, 1st
August 2014). No more is need to be said
regarding the devious, misguiding
objectives of certain big companies in the
cyber world. Apart from the abovementioned points we cannot exclude the
addiction that the Internet is causing – be
it because of the online entertainment
business or the social networking media
or any other reason – addiction of any
kind is addiction, and addiction will lead to
major problems. This point is to be
considered especially because today’s
Internet has advanced so much so that
the majority walk around with it in their
phones, making it a vital part of their
everyday life. However, the amount of

time spent on this for a beneficial cause is
very, very little. This claim is further
strengthened by the data provided by The
Statistics Portal4 that claims that an
estimate of 86% of mobile device time is
spent on social networking apps as of June
2015. In addition to all of the previously
mentioned unfavourable factors of the
Internet we cannot forget to mention the
harsh impact that it has on our delicate
eyes. The blue light emitted from LEDS
and digital devices can cause serious harm
to our retina.

The Balance
Regardless of the negative factors
regarding the Internet we cannot deny
that modern technology is unavoidable;
one must remember to be very careful
because there is a fine line between using
and misusing the Internet. It is therefore
very important for us to be careful. Let’s
suggest a few ways that could help us
avoid any possible damage.
It is very easy for everyone to interact
with each other through social networking
sites but as social media is flourishing it is
unfortunately having a damaging effect on
relations. This is because we do not set
limits to our conversations and one thing
leads to another. The Holy Quran states:
“These are the limits set by Allah, so
approach them not. Thus does Allah make
His commandments clear to man so that
they may become secure against evil”
(2:188)
In order to understand and respect each
other for our differences and similarities
as well as for the sake of maintaining
healthy, friendly and loving relations with
everyone, it is important to be a good role
model. Communicating is not wrong.
However, remembering that you need to
be a good role model (especially as you
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represent Ahmadiyyat) is very crucial. We
should most definitely use media to read
and learn about the views and ideologies
of other people but should always
remember that we belong to a community
that spreads love and peace. You should
become a source of knowledge for others
so that others can benefit from your
wisdom instead of engaging in pointless
conversations to kill time.
The Internet allows us to help preserve
our literature whereas certain nations try
to restrict our publications. The
Government of Punjab, Pakistan, has
recently banned the publications and
display of some of our community’s
publications but our beloved Huzur (may
God be his helper) has told us that these
bans cannot hinder us from sharing our
knowledge and technology can help us
succeed in our mission as there are
numerous ways to reach a greater
audience for example through the use of
mobile technology and messaging apps
(Friday Sermon5, May 15th, 2015).
Fulfilling the wish of the Caliph, the
Ahmadiyya community has created media
archives on websites and they have even
launched their media libraries on various
apps too. This determination to learn and
teach through technology with the
intention to help others understand the
true Islam in a time of defamation is very
pleasing. We can use these online
resources to not only gain knowledge for
ourselves but also share it with others. It
is also an immense blessing that we can
avail modern technology to watch and
listen to our beloved Caliph live regardless
of where we are (recordings are also
available for those of us who miss out on
live streams).
Irrespective of our good intentions while
using the Internet, it is vital for us to limit
the amount of time spent on the Internet
(through computer, tablet or telephone)
due to the risk of retinal damage. We
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should also make sure that we don’t miss
out on real life interactions and should
encourage other activities to keep us
physically fit and healthy instead of
turning the Internet into an addiction –
we should control the Internet and not let
it control us.
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Class Waaqifaat-e-Nau

Holland

9th of October 2015
A summary of the report of the class and questions and answers session is
hereby presented from a waaqifaat-e-nau class with Hazrat Khalifat-ul -Massih V
(May Allah be his helper) held on 9th of October 2015 in Nunspeet Holland
The programme started with the recitation of the

speakers of every language, and that being a

Holy Qur’an followed by the Urdu translation.

revealed language it should possess the blessings

The following Hadith of the Holy Prophetsaw was

with which everything that proceeds from the

presented afterwards: It is narrated by Hazrat

blessed hands of God Almighty is invested. But

Usman Bin Affan that the Holy Prophet

said;

as other languages were not deliberately created

The best among you is the one who learns the

by men, rather they have all emerged under

Holy Qur’an and teaches it to others (Sahih

Divine direction from this holy language, and

Bukhari). After this, the following extract from

have been corrupted, as they are all the progeny

the writings of the Promised Messiah was read

of this language, hence it was not inappropriate

‘… Arabic is not only the mother of tongues but

for books to be revealed for particular people in

it is a revealed language which man was taught

these languages. However it was necessary that

by the special design of God Almighty, and it is

the highest and most perfect Book should be

not invention of any man. The fact that of all the

revealed in Arabic, because Arabic is the mother

languages, only Arabic is a revealed language,

of tongues and is the true revealed language,

leads to the conclusion that Arabic alone is suited

having issued from the mouth of God Almighty.’

for the complete and perfect Divine revelation,

[Minan-ur-Rahman, Ruhani Khazain Vol 9,p 129].

in as much as it is necessary that the Divine Book

A poem of Hazrat Massih Maudas was recited after

which has been revealed for the guidance of

which a presentation on the topic ‘Syrian crisis and

the whole of mankind should be expressed in a

its Historical Background’ was given by Waaqifaat-

revealed language and such a language that is

e-Nau. Afterwards a group of Waaqifaat-e-Nau

the mother of tongues so that it should have a

recited a few verses of an Arabic Qaseedah written

natural relationship with every language and the

by Hazrat Massih Maudas.

ra

saw

as

QUESTIONS AND
ANSWERS SESSION
Afterwards

Huzur-e-Anwar,

Hazrat

Khalifatul

when the plot for the mosque was being

Massih V (May Allah be his Helper) graciously

purchased from the council. Huzuraba said that he

allowed Waaqifaat-e-Nau to ask questions.

had asked the Mayor of Almere the day before
about Almere. To which the Mayor had replied

A Waaqifah-e-Nau asked Huzur that what
should such women do who want to work or
study but they have children as well?

that the population of Almere is two hundred

Huzur-e-Anwar

replied that a woman’s first and

that the party of Geert Wilders that got 9 seats did

foremost responsibility is the upbringing of her

not get these because the people like Wilders but

children. If you are dying from hunger, then yes,

rather they were against other politicians and that

you can work but then you should have enough

is why he got these seats. Hence the Mayor said

strength to go to work and come back home

not to worry as the people of Almere are good and

straight afterwards to take care of your children.

once the Mosque is built everything will be fine.

If you are working only to earn money to do

Then it will become clearer and we will come to

fashion then you should quit work. If you are in a

know them.

aba

aba

thousand and that it is a nice city. The Mayor said
that the people of Almere are very good. He said

profession, such as a medical doctor and serving
adjust yourself in such a manner that you are able

A Waaqifah-e-Nau requested advice of Huzur-eAnwaraba regarding Tabligh in Holland.

to give time to your children. For example, I have

Huzuraba replied that, ‘First, you should develop a

met a few Ahmadi female doctors who stopped

personal relationship with your friends and fellow

their practice for some time and recommenced

students, and then introduce yourself as an Ahmadi.

work once their children grew up and reached

Once they know that you are an Ahmadi girl then

a certain age. Huzur

said that a woman’s real

they should feel the difference between you and

responsibility is to educate herself and then to

others. Seeing this difference, they will be curious

train her children rightfully. She should use her

and will want to gain more information about you,

knowledge as means of benefitting her children.

and then you can open the doors of Tabligh to

Huzur

also said that if you have no choice then

them’. Huzuraba said that similarly you should have

it is a different matter but nonetheless you should

brochures or pamphlets with you. Huzuraba said

maximise the time you give to your children.

that I do not think that when you are in school they

humanity then it is okay, but in that case you should

aba

aba

A Waaqifah-e-Nau asked Huzur-e-Anwaraba
how did he find the city of Almere (Holland)?
Huzur

will allow you to distribute pamphlets but if they
allow this, then you can give a pamphlet to your
friends and tell them that this is our pamphlet of

said that they had travelled on the

peace and how we are trying to spread harmony

motorway along the outskirts of the city, through

and love. Rather than starting doctrinal argument,

the forest and after laying the foundation stone of

it would be better for you to inform them about

the mosque, they returned straight after, thus he

our message of harmony and love and the other

did not see Almere. Huzur

services we are doing for humanity in the world

aba

aba

said that he had seen

the city of Almere when he had visited previously
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and particularly in African countries. Huzuraba said

should remember God Almighty and pronounce

that this will draw them nearer to you and as they

His Greatness at this happy occasion.

come closer to you, the doors of Tabligh will open

Huzuraba said that someone had sent him a video

once again.

clip of an Amir of Jamat-e-Islami leading the Eid
Prayer and after reciting five Takbiraat instead of

A Waaqifah-e-Nau asked what is to be done
if a country’s law is against the Islamic teachings
and laws?

reciting Surah Fatiha and another Surah afterwards,

Huzur-e-Anwaraba answered that in the present

but he remained in prostration oblivious to their

age, some incorrect laws that prevent one from

voices. Half of the people went into Ruku, half

practicing one’s religion, have been made here

stood up and some went into prostration. There

in the Western countries. Otherwise such laws

was a strange confusion. Then someone from the

have been in place against Ahmadies in Pakistan

back said ‘Al Ruku, Al Ruku’. Finally the Imam, Amir

for a while. They say do not offer your prayers, do

Jamaat Islami stood up and suddenly went into

not profess the Kalimah, and do not call yourself

Ruku, although he should have recited Surah Fatiha

Muslims. But Ahmadies are living in Pakistan and

after saying five Takbiraat as it is narrated in Hadith

they continue to practice all of these and are being

that a Salat cannot be performed without Surah

punished for this as well. Huzur

he went straight into prostration. People were
saying ‘Subhan Allah’ ‘Subhan Allah’ from behind

said that if a law

Fatiha. It is obligatory to recite Surah Fatiha in every

prevents you from practicing your religion then

Rakat. Huzur-e-Anwaraba also explained about

you should not show forceful retaliation such that

Salatul Kusoof - the two Rakat prayer performed

you begin killing people. Rather, you should keep

at the time of a lunar and solar eclipse. He said

practicing what your religions teaches. If the law

that in every Rakat, two Rukus are performed. After

stops you from practicing religion, for example,

Niyyat and Takbiraat-e-Tehrima, Surah Fatiha is to

if it prevents you from offering your prayers, you

be recited followed by any other Surah of the Holy

should still offer them; if the law says you must

Qur’an then you should go into Ruku. After this,

not declare your faith by saying the Kalimah, you

you should go back to the Qayyam position and

should still do so. Huzur

said this is because no-

recite Surah Fatiha and then any other Surah and

one should interfere in a person’s faith. If the law is

then again perform Ruku. Then recite ‘Sami-Ullah’

so strict that it will imprison you for offering prayers

and stand up after the Ruku before going into the

then you should leave that country. Huzur

said

Sajdah (prostration) position. The second Rakat

that this is the very reason you have migrated from

is offered in the same manner. Performing extra

Pakistan to here.

Rukus while a lunar and solar eclipse occurs is a

aba

aba

aba

A Waaqifah-e-Nau asked Huzur-e-Anwaraba
that what is the wisdom behind the Takbiraat
in the Eid Prayer?
Huzuraba replied that first of all we must follow the

way of expressing submission before Allah Ta’ala.
The Holy Prophetsaw has taught us this by offering
these prayers in this way.

Magnificence of God Almighty greatly. That is why

A Waaqifah-e-Nau asked Huzur-e-Anwaraba
that when he places the foundation stone of a
mosque, is there a particular area where it should
be placed?

‘Allahu Akbar’ (Allah is Great) is recited abundantly

Huzur-e-Anwaraba replied that yes, there should be.

during the Takbiraat. Huzuraba said that seven

Huzuraba said that now I do not know if you have

Takbiraat are recited in the first Rakat of the Eid

placed it in a particular place or not. Generally

Prayer and five in the second Rakat. Huzuraba said

it should be placed in the Mehraab (Alcove) of

that the foremost reason for this is so that you

the mosque. Huzuraba said it must be placed in

practice of the Holy Prophetsaw. Secondly, during
these days (Eid Days) you should pronounce the
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the Mehraab. If there is no choice, then it can be

are meaningless. In any case, psychologists say

placed at the side.

that every human being sees a minimum of five
dreams in their normal sleep. Some you can recall

A Waaqifah-e-Nau asked that we Ahmadies
believe in dreams and in their interpretation
but how do we know if the dreams are
meaningful or not?

while others you will forget. Huzuraba said that if
you have seen a good dream and it has left a good
effect over your heart then it means it is good. If it
is a dream that has created a fear within you then

Huzuraba replied has someone told you to believe

you should contemplate whether the dream was a

in every dream? I do not do so. Half of dreams

true one or was the result of being your unwell or

are the desires of one’s heart. Huzuraba said that

eating excessively.

if you eat excessively at night or eat very late at

one is suffering from a severe cold or flu and

A Waaqifah-e-Nau asked that during Tabligh
a question is asked that if religion is true then
why for example does God not help ailing people?

nose is blocked due to congestion then people

Huzuraba replied that ask them if God does not

sometimes dream that they are swimming and

exist, then will diseases cease to exist? God

drowning in the water. This is only because of the

Almighty has said that our religion is true. The

flu and no-one is actually drowning.

Holy Prophetsaw has said that sometimes when you

night then you shall have some confused dreams.
The Promised Messiah

as

has written that when

A Waaqifah-e-Nau asked that if somebody sees
any Prophet, Makkah or Ka’aba in his dream
then what does it mean?

develop a fever or another illness, this can be a
remedy for your sins in this world. Meaning that the
punishment that you were to have in the Hereafter,
you may receive in this world. Some people have

In answer to this question Huzur-e-Anwaraba replied

prolonged illnesses. Huzuraba said that there is the

that it is good dream that you have seen Makkah

Law of Shariah and the Law of Nature. Both of

or the Ka’aba but you should be mindful of what

these are working side by side. Huzuraba said when

you have seen. If you see a dream which has some

a Tsunami comes or when there is an epidemic,

meaning and which makes some sense then it is

both pious and bad people die. However, if

good. If the dream is really true then it is a good

you believe in God and also that God Almighty

dream. If you see the Ka’aba or any Prophet in a

rewards and punishes in the Hereafter, then you

dream then it should also have a true meaning.

should know that when pious people die in such

Some non-Ahmadies say that they have seen the

cases, then God Almighty forgives their sins and

Holy Prophetsaw in their dreams who has told them

rewards them. It is our view that those who do not

that Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad Sahibas is not

believe in God are punished. As for who God will

a true prophet, these dreams are false and self-

forgive, that it is His Mercy, He knows best who He

fabricated. Huzur

said that I have seen some non-

will forgive. If a comparison is made then a great

Ahmadies who mention seeing all the prophets

proportion of people dying in such calamities are

mentioned in the Holy Qur’an in their dreams on

those who do not believe in God. Huzuraba said

a daily basis. Sometimes they say we have seen

that for example, the Promised Messiahas claimed

Hazrat Abrahamas or Hazrat Mosesas or Hazrat

that a plague will appear as a sign for him. What

Issaas. Some dreams are fabricated. However, if it

happened during this plague? The Promised

is a true dream, meanings can be derived from the

Messiahas announced that it (plague) will appear

whole scene of a dream, sometimes the names

as a sign for him and that any Ahmadi, who is a

appearing in a dream have different meanings

true Ahmadi, will be saved from it. So, this sign

as well. Huzuraba said however those who get into

appeared, many Ahmadies contracted this disease

the habit of seeing dreams, half of their dreams

but did not die from it, whilst many others did die.

aba
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In other houses funerals were being held on a daily

come to mind and hence they are repeated as

basis. Even if somewhere one or two Ahmadies

they are beneficial for both the Jam’at and the

did die, it is not a matter of concern. Similar is the

circumstances of the world. Huzuraba said that is

case of battles. The Holy Prophetsaw was given the

why I recite a few selected chapters of the Holy

signs of battles. A battle was fought with the non-

Qur’an to bring attention to the topics discussed

believers (kaffir). There were 313 Muslims fighters

in them. When one has the chance to contemplate

in the Battle of Badr fighting against 1000 fully

over them, they can do so. Huzuraba said that

armed non-believers.70 of the non-believers died

everything has a top state. For example the Holy

and only14 Muslims were martyred in the battle.

Prophetsaw said that Ayatul Kursi is the peak of

In the Battle of Uhad, at first the Muslims were

Surah Al- Baqarah. Similarly, it’s last three verses

winning but then there was a heavy loss and lots

are also known for salvation. There are many

of Muslims were martyred, but what was the final

more chapters (Surahs) like this. For example,

result? When Mecca was conquered, the Muslims

it would be a great feat if the true meaning

were the victorious. Huzur

said that the end

ofooooooooowas
understood.oooooo(As
ooooooooowas to be understood.oooooo

result should be considered. If you believe in the

Samad) is greater thenoooo(Ahad)
because Asoooo

Hereafter, then we believe that even if you die in

Samad means that Allah is Besought of all, which

an accident, the Holy Prophet

has said that such

means that He is Eternal. He Who has been since

a death is considered as the death of a martyr.

ever and will remain forever. Everything else will

Hence God rewards one for this in the next world.

die but He is Eternal. Huzuraba said that the word

Huzuraba said that the Law of Nature is same for

As Samad contains extensive meanings. So God

everyone, but if someone is praying, then he has

Almighty says to come only into His refuge and to

a greater chance of survival, whilst the one who is

turn only to Him. He is Ahad, He begets not, nor is

not praying has a greater chance of death. And if

He begotten. Huzuraba said that salvation is when

someone does dies for any such reason, then God

you desire only Allah and seek only His Refuge. In

says that I shall give you a good reward. Huzur

every Surah, there is a verse which is the peak of

said that you can only make this understand to

that Surah.

aba

saw

aba

someone who believes in the Hereafter. You can
tell them that when we shall see you in the next
world, then we shall talk about what will happen.

A Waaqifah-e-Nau asked Huzur-e-Anwar which
book is important for Nasirat to read about Islam
after the Holy Qur’an?

A Waaqifah-e-Nau asked Huzur (May Allah be
his Helper) which was his favourite Surah of the
Holy Qur’an?

had read her Nasirat Syllabus yet? Then Huzur-e-

Huzur-e-Anweraba replied that one should like the

Nasirat syllabus, and then start reading small

whole of the Holy Qur’an. Once someone asked

simple books. Huzuraba then asked her ‘‘you are

Hazrat Ayeshara about the morals of the Holy

the one who had asked regarding the meanings of

Prophet . She replied ‘have you not read the Holy

dreams? Do you know how to read Urdu?’’ Huzuraba

Qur’an?’ Those were his morals. Huzuraba said that

then advised her to read first 50 pages of the

the Holy Qur’an is the Word of God and everything

book Haqeeqatul Wahi (written by the Promised

in the Holy Qur’an is blessed. We are not to say

Messiahas) and said that then she shall understand

what is to be liked or disliked; there is no question

the truth about the dreams.

of something being disliked in the Holy Qur’an.

[Alfazal International 23rd Novemebr 2015]

saw

However, there are a few topics which repeatedly

In reply Huzur-e-Anwaraba asked the girl if she
Anwaraba said that first you should cover the entire

The Origin of Christmas and

the Birth of Jesus (Peace
be upon Him)

Not

only Is Christmas a sacred religious

Jesus’as birth which would have been a

holiday, it is also a worldwide cultural

common practise in the warmer months,

and commercial phenomenon. Christians

however,

celebrate Christmas day as the birth of

unlikely

Jesus ; a practise that is both religious and

climate

as

secular in nature. But was Jesus

as

would
in
in

have

been

December
Judea

is

most

when

the

extremely

cold.

actually

born on the 25 of December?
th

Even though the exact date of birth of Jesusas
was not mentioned in either the Bible or the
Qur’an, a closer look into the verses referring
to his birth can give a better idea of when he
was born. In the bible it states:
“And there were in the same country
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night…the angel said unto
them, ‘Fear not. I bring you good tidings of
great joy…for unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour’...”(Luke 2:8,10,11)
In these verses it is mentioned that shepherds
were watching their sheep at the time of
Furthermore, in the Holy Qur’an it says:
“…the angel called her from beneath her,
saying, ‘grieve not. Thy lord has placed a
rivulet below thee; and shake towards thyself
the trunk of the palm-tree; it will drop upon
thee fresh ripe dates; so eat and drink and
cool thine eye” (Surah Maryam v.25-27)
According to these verses the birth of Jesusas

Maryam 36

took place at the time when fresh dates were

celebration of light and birth was practised by

found on palm trees in Judea. That season

early Europeans in this period. Furthermore,

evidently is in the months of August and

in Germany, people honoured the pagan god

September. Moreover, the fact that Mary was
ordered to drink water from the fountain and
wash herself, also points to the birth of Jesusas
having taken place in summer because in the
icy cold weather of Judea in December Mary

Oden during the mid-winter holiday. In Rome,
a holiday was celebrated in honour of the
italic god of agriculture – Saturn. For a month,
slaves would become masters and peasants
were in command of the city.

could not have washed herself in the open.
Bishop Barns in his famous book ‘Rise of
Christianity’ stated that:
“There is moreover no authority for the belief
that December 25th was the actual birthday of
Jesus…our Christmas day seems to have been
accepted about 300 AD.”(Rise of Christianity,

The date of December 25th comes from Rome

p.79)

and was a celebration of the italic god, Saturn,
and the rebirth of the sun god (Mithra). Pagans

The main holiday for Christians in the early

believed that on December 22nd the sun god

years of Christianity was Easter; the birth

died and after this day the daylight increased.

of Jesus

was not celebrated. The Bible

Three days later on the 25th of December the

itself does not state that Christians were to

Mithra rose from the dead in the form of the

celebrate the birth of Jesusas. In fact, Jesusas

sun. It was said that Mithra was born of a rock

himself never spoke of commemorating his

and her date of birth was one of the most

birthday but rather commanded his followers

sacred days of the year for most Romans.

to remember his sacrifice and resurrection

Roman pagans, therefore, first introduced the

which Christians believe purchased their

holiday of Saturnalia, a week long period of

salvation.

lawlessness, celebrated from December 17-

as

25th to celebrate the resurrection of the sun
So the question arises; where did the festival

god. During this period, Roman courts were

of Christmas come from and why do the vast

closed, and Roman law dictated that no one

majority of Christian churches proclaim that

could be punished for damaging property

this was the date of birth of Jesusas?

or injuring people during the weeklong
celebration.

Long before the birth of Jesusas, the middle
of winter had been a time of celebration.

This was a time of peace and excitement.

This was a perfect time as it was the season

Gift-giving and traditional dinners were

to slaughter the cattle for fresh meat. The

very common. In Germany, the evergreen
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tree was used in worship and celebration

the second century after Jesus’ birth. It

of the Yule god, and also the risen sun god.

is considered likely the first Christmas

The concluding day of the saturnalia festival

celebrations were in reaction to the roman

(December 25 ) was the highlight of the

saturnalia…Christmas developed, one scholar

whole festival consisting of a huge feast held

says, as a means of replacing the worship of

at the end to commemorate the sun god.

the sun with the worship of the son…” (The

th

Buffalo News, November 22nd, 1984)
Christian leaders not only imported the
saturnalia festival, but also adopted the
traditions

involved

in

it. For

example,

pagans had for a long time, decorated
and worshipped trees. This tradition can
be seen today by modern Christians in the
form of the Christmas tree. Holly symbolised
reproduction and new beginnings which can
still be seen used today during Christmas.
Other rituals that were taken from the pagan
tradition were the gift-giving and also the
great feast on the 25th of December.

Christianity imported the Saturnalia festival
hoping to take the pagan masses in with it.
Christian leaders succeeded in converting
to Christianity large numbers of pagans by
promising them that they could continue to
celebrate the Saturnalia as Christians.
The problem was that there was nothing
intrinsically Christian about Saturnalia. To
remedy this, these Christian leaders - most

It was 300 years after Jesus before the roman

importantly Pope Julius II - named Saturnalia’s

church kept Christmas, and not only until the

concluding

fifth century that it was mandated to be kept

and

most

important

day,

December 25 , to be Jesus’ birthday.
th

as

throughout the empire as an official festival
honouring the birth of Jesusas.Christmas

It is stated in an American newspaper ‘The

today, has become a commercial event. Trade

Buffalo News’ that:

increases, there is an economic boom, and
the general public benefit. A Christmas spirit

“The earliest reference to Christmas being
marked on December 25

th
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comes from

is advertised; however the true teachings of
Jesusas are lost amongst this.

The Beautiful
Names of Allah
( Ta k e n f r om the Waqfe Nau Syll abus)

When we read the Holy Qur’an, we find that Allah has been given many names that
describe his different attributes and we therefore call these the attributes of Allah.
They are very important in establishing a relationship with Allah and help us reform
ourselves also. The Holy Prophetsaw once said ”Follow the attributes of Allah.” This
means that we should try to inculcate in ourselves the attributes of Allah to some
degree. It is also important to learn the meanings of the attributes of Allah as they
are what make the attributes beneficial. Allah the Almighty has also revealed to us a
relationship between the acceptance of prayers and these attributes when He says in
the Qur’an “And to Allah alone belong all the perfect attributes. So call on Him by
these attributes” [Ch.7, V.181]. From all this we can see the well of spiritual benefit
offered by learning the attributes of Allah and using them in our salat and daily life.

AT T R I B U T E : Allah
m e a n i n g : This is not an attribute of Allah, but His personal name. The word Allah if
never used in plural form as it is the name of Allah alone, who is the One and Only.

AT T R I B U T E : Al Aleem
t r a n s l at i o n : The All-Knowing or The Bestower of True Dreams
meaning:

Allah knows all and has knowledge we are not even capable of

understanding. When Allah wishes to reveal some of His knowledge to us, He sometimes
does this through dreams, which means that He is the Bestower of True Dreams.
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AT T R I B U T E : Al Razzaq
t r a n s l at i o n : The Provider
m e a n i n g : As Allah has made mankind the best of creation, He has created
everything for mankind’s nourishment. There is no-one else who has provided for all
of mankind’s needs. He has endowed the earth with the ability to produce the means
for mankind’s sustenance, however the earth is dependent upon rain from the sky in
order to so. It is Allah alone who brings the Heavens to the service of the earth and thus
showers it with rain.

AT T R I B U T E : Al Ghafoor
t r a n s l at i o n : The Most Forgiving
m e a n i n g : Despite humans making many mistakes and sometimes being disobedient,
Allah is still forgiving when we ask for forgiveness and even when we don’t.

AT T R I B U T E : Al Mujeeb
t r a n s l at i o n : The Answerer of Prayer
m e a n i n g : There is no-one but Allah who can and does answer our prayers. It is the
God of Islam alone who has always and continues to listen to the supplications of His
creation. Having accepted the Promised Messiahas we have learnt of the true munificence
of our Lord in answering the prayers of His humble creation. Just as Allah Almighty says
“And when My servants ask thee about Me, say: ‘I am near. I answer the prayer of the
supplicant when he prays to Me. So they should hearken to Me and believe in Me, that
they may follow the right way.’” (Ch.2: V.187)

AT T R I B U T E : Al Rahman
t r a n s l at i o n : The Gracious
m e a n i n g : Allah’s Grace refers to His gentleness and beneficence that is meted out
to all of creation. It is a kindness and favour bestowed on His creation without His creation
having even asked, despite being in need of.
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AT T R I B U T E : Al Raheem
t r a n s l at i o n : The Merciful
m e a n i n g : Allah’s Mercy is specific to the believers. There are many ways by which
Allah Almighty shows His Mercy to His servants. He forgives them their errors, bestows
them with the ability to do righteous deeds and accepts their supplications.

AT T R I B U T E : Al Waliyy
t r a n s l at i o n : The Friend
m e a n i n g : Allah holds all the characteristics of a friend: He is loyal, listens to you and
offers help when you need it.

AT T R I B U T E : As Samee
t r a n s l at i o n : The All-Hearing
m e a n i n g : Allah Almighty is the All-Hearing. He hears all our prayers and desires whether we profess them with our lips or our hearts. However, He is also the All-Knowing.
Thus it is our duty to pray to Him whole-heartedly with complete conviction that He hears
our prayer. But as He is the All-Knowing, we must trust that He knows what is the best for
us and by which means to manifest the acceptance of our prayers.

AT T R I B U T E : Al Azeez
t r a n s l at i o n : The Mighty
m e a n i n g : Allah is the Almighty, He is the Creator of the Heavens and the Earth.
His Might cannot be compared or challenged. He has given mankind the choice to
follow good or evil. Those who choose to worship Him and try to establish His unity and
Kingdom on Earth, they will (God willing) be the recipients of eternal blessings, both in
this world and the Hereafter.

M ay A l l a h h e l p us in learning His at tributes and
a l low u s to grow closer to Him. Ameen.
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Basic Arabic Language

Lesso ns fo r

Waaqifaat-e-Nau

Lesson 15

rom,	
  yyou
ou	
  aadd
dd	
  aa	
  ‘‘’ي
 
	’ﻱي at
at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  
In Arabic, if you want to tell someone where you are originally	
  
originally ffrom,
the end of the name of the country. So, for example, if you want to say you are from
ْ
country.	
  So,	
  for	
  example,	
  if	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  say	
  you	
  are	
  from	
  FFrance
rance	
  ((	
  )ييييﺎ
you	
  would
would say:
َ 
	ﻓٍﺭرَ ْﻧﺳ )	
  you

name	
  of	
  the	
  country.	
  So,	
  for	
  example,	
  if	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  s
ٌ ﻱي+  
	ﻓ َِﺭر ْﻧﺳﺎ 	
   =	
   ( ﺃأﻧﺎ ﻓ َِﺭر ْﻧﺳِ ﻲﱞm)	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
    ﻳﯾ ٌﱠﺔ+  
	ﺃأ َﻧﺎ ﻓ َِﺭر ْﻧﺳﺎ =	
    
	ﺃأ َﻧﺎ ﻓ َِﺭر ْﻧﺳِ ﻳﯾ ٌﱠﺔ (f)	
  
Now, study the following examples: ((ييmeans
‘where’. )
ْ 
	 ِﻣﻥن mmeans	
  
eans	
  ‘‘From’
From’	
  
nd
‘From’	
  aaandيييmeans
nd	
   َ 
	 ْﺃأ ْﻳﯾﻥن means	
  ‘w

Where	
  are	
  you	
  from?	
  
I	
  am	
  from	
  France.	
  
I	
  am	
  French,	
  
I	
  am	
  (f)	
  French.	
  

	
  

 
	 ﻣِﻥنْ ﺃأﻳﯾْﻥنَ ﺃأﻧﺕتَ ؟ 
. 
	 ﺃأ َﻧﺎ ﻣِﻥنْ ﻓِﺭرﻧﺳَ ﺎ 
 
	 ﺃأ َﻧﺎ ﻓِﺭرَ ْﻧﺳِ ﻲﱞ 
. 
	 ﺃأ َﻧﺎ ﻓِﺭرَ ْﻧﺳِ ﻳﯾ ٌﱠﺔ 

 َﻫﮬﮪھ ْﻝل ﺃأﻧﺕتَ ﻣِﻥنْ ﺃأ ْﻟﻣَﺎ ِﻧﻳﯾَﺎ؟Are	
  you	
  from	
  Germany?	
  

	
  
. ﺃأ َﻧﺎ ﻣِﻥنْ ﺃأ ْﻟﻣَﺎ ِﻧﻳﯾَﺎ،٬ 
	 َﻧﻌَ ْﻡم 

Yes,	
  I	
  am	
  from	
  Germany	
  

ﺕت ﻣﻥن ﺍاﺳْ ﺑَﺎ ِﻧﻳﯾَﺎ؟
ِ  َﻫﮬﮪھ ْﻝل ﺃأﻧAre	
  you	
  from	
  Spain?	
  

	
  
. ﺃأ َﻧﺄ ﻣِﻥنْ ﺇإﻳﯾﻁطﺎﻟِﻳﯾَﺎ،٬ 
	ﻻ 

No,	
  I	
  am	
  from	
  Italy.	
  

	
  

He	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
   	
  	
  	
  ِﻲ
َ  
	 ﻫﮬﮪھ 
He  
	ﻫﮬﮪھُﻭو 	
  	
  He	
  
She
َ  
	 َﺑ ِﺭر 	
  	
  Pakistan:	
  
Belgium
She	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
   َﺑ ْﻠ ِﺟ َﻛﺎ:Belguim	
  
	
  	
  	
  :	
  	
   
	 َﻫﮬﮪھﻭو َﻟ ْﻧﺩدَ ﺍا 	
  	
  Britain	
  
Holland
Holland	
  
	
   Britain:	
  	
  ﻳﯾﻁطﺎ ِﻧ َﻳﯾﺎ
	
   Pakistan 	
   
	 َﺑﺎﻛِﺳْ َﺗﺎﻥن 	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  
: 
	 ُﺗﻭو ِﻧﺱس 
India
	
   Egypt:	
   
	ﻣِﺻْ ﺭر 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Tunisia
:	
  	
  	
  ﺍاﻟﻬﮭ ْﻧﺩد
ِ 	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Egypt	
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Now, try to translate the following sentences:

Are you (f) Spanish?
No, I am French
Are you Italian?
Yes, I am Italian
Where are you from?
I am from Belgium
Where are you (f) from?
I am from Holland
Is he British?
No he is Belgian
Is she Pakistani?
No, she is Indian
Are you Egyptian?
No, I am Tunisian
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Question & Answer

Kids Spread

1

Where did Hazrat Jesusas die?
Srinagar, Kashmir

2

How old was Hazrat Jesusas when he died?
120 years

3

What was the name of Hazrat Jesus’sas mother?
Hazrat Mariamas or Mary

4

According to The Holy Qur’an what fruit was found on the trees in the month in
which Hazrat Jesusas was born?
Dates

5

Is it true that Christmas is celebrated on a pagan holiday?
True. In Rome, Pagans celebrated a mid-winter holiday called Saturnalia to worship
their god, Saturn, and the rebirth of the sun god. This celebration involved many
festivities. Early Christian missionaries wanted to convince the Pagans to convert
to Christianity, therefore they allowed the Pagans to continue to celebrate their
festivities by saying that this time of year was the time of the Birth of Hazrat Jesusas.

6

Is it true that Christmas was once celebrated on 6th January?
True

7

According to Christian beliefs, who were the three men who followed the star
on Hazrat Jesus’sas birth?
The three wise men

8

In which year was the birth of Hazrat Jesusas first celebrated on the 25th
December?
AD 336

9

According to The New Testament where was Hazrat Jesusas born?
Bethlehem

10

According to Matthew, who was Hazrat Jesusas sent to?
The lost tribes of Israel

11

The Jews asked for a sign of the truthfulness of Hazrat Jesusas - what was the
sign given to them (Hint – In relation to another prophet)?
The sign of Hazrat Jonahas

CROSSWORD

JESUS

IMRAN

MARY

JERUSALEM

KASHMIR

BETHLEHEM

DATES
REFERENCES:
https://www.alislam.org/egazette/updates/a-few-questions-and-answers-about-jesus-christ-peace-be-upon-him/
https://www.alislam.org/library/jesus/index.html
https://www.alislam.org/library/links/00000164.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ch/news/2000/dec08.html
http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-topics/new-testament/where-was-jesus-born/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Matthew-15-24/
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J

apan tour
A Perso n a l Acco u nt
By Abid Khan

Fi n a l W eek o f H uzo o r's (May A lla h b e h is H elper) To u r

Huzoor’s tour of the Far East and Pacific reached its
final week on 5th November 2013. After the long
flight we arrived at Tokyo’s Narita International
Airport at 5pm local time.

Departure from Tokyo
The next morning, 6th November, Huzoor and
the Qafila were travelling onwards to the city of
Nagoya where the main Jamaat centre in Japan
was.

As Huzoor disembarked from the plane he was
greeted by representatives of the Government
and members of the airport staff who escorted
Huzoor across the terminal to where the local
Jamaat members were waiting.
Whenever Huzoor arrives in any country or in any
local Jamaat the first thing that is apparent is the

look of sheer delight on the faces of the local
Ahmadis and the same was true that day.
The Jamaat had booked a hotel for Huzoor and
the Qafila in Tokyo city centre and so we drove
from the airport, which was outside the city, into
Tokyo.
It proved to be an utterly spectacular drive
whereby it seemed that every inch of the city was
filled with skyscrapers illuminated by bright and
dashing lights.

We arrived at the Ana Intercontinental Hotel in
Tokyo after just over an hour. As Huzoor came out
of his car he was greeted by local Ahmadis who
were all thrilled and emotional at seeing him.
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We did not drive straight to Nagoya but rather we
stopped at a couple of places on the way including
a memorable break to see and observe Mount Fuji.

Mount Fuji was very beautiful and distinctive –
perfectly white-capped and impeccably shaped,
standing at a height of more than 12,000 feet.
Huzoor walked to the viewing area and took out his
video camera and started taking video of Mount

Fuji. The rest of us stood a few feet behind and so

Waqfe-Nau class with Huzoor

I took out my iPhone and took some pictures of
Huzoor facing the mountain.

On the evening of Thursday, 7 November, Huzoor
travelled to the Jamaat Centre in Nagoya and held
Mulaqats with the local Ahmadis.

Arrival in Nagoya
We drove onwards to Nagoya. When we arrived

Huzoor also held classes with the Waqf-e-Nau
and Waqfat-e-Nau children. During the final 15

at the Jamaat Centre, Huzoor was welcomed by
dozens of Ahmadi men, women and children.
The children were waving Japanese flags and
as I looked around I saw that quite a number of
the Ahmadis were Japanese rather than from

Pakistan. Seeing the delight and joy on the faces
of the young children as they saw their Khalifa
was wonderful. Huzoor smiled and waved at them
as he walked towards the Mosque.

Japanese manners
One thing I observed during our week in Japan
was the very high standard of basic manners and

minutes of the Waqf-e-Nau class the children had
the opportunity to ask Huzoor questions and I was
struck by how intelligent the children seemed.
Even though they were mostly very young, aged
10 or 11, their questions were very mature and
deep. It was clear that they all had a very deep
understanding of Ahmadiyyat.

A historic Friday Sermon
On Friday 8 November, Huzoor delivered the

Friday Sermon from the Mielparque Hotel in
Nagoya.

etiquette of the Japanese people. Their courtesy
was something quite extraordinary and this was
something Huzoor even mentioned in his Friday

Huzoor began his sermon by saying that the
Japanese Jamaat was filled with a spirit of loyalty
and sincerity and its members had displayed very
high standards of financial sacrifice.

One particular way in which the Japanese people

As Huzoor said these words I could see the
happiness on the faces of the local Ahmadis.

Sermon.

express their courtesy is by bowing down.
Throughout the tour I observed all of the locals
- from young children to the elderly - bowing
whenever they met or spoke to anybody.

Indeed afterwards, Japan’s Sadr Jamaat, Anees
Nadeem Sahib told me that those few words had
greatly impacted the members of the Jamaat.

Huzoor also spoke of the new property recently
Huzoor's respect for the local customs
During the week Huzoor met countless Japanese
guests and dignitaries and they too would bow
their heads before Huzoor. In response, Huzoor

acquired by the Jamaat which he had named
‘Baitul Ahad’. Huzoor said it would prove to be a
great means of Tabligh and so it was imperative
that each Ahmadi sought to prioritise their own

would also reciprocate by bowing his head towards
them.

personal connection with God so that they could
be a positive example for others.

Huzoor’s conduct in such circumstances is an
example for all others to follow, whereby he always
shows respect according to the traditions of the

Special Reception in Nagoya
A Special Reception was held in Huzoor’s honour

local people – unless any tradition is opposed to
Islamic teaching.

at the Nagoya hotel with more than 100 dignitaries
and guests, including Nagoya’s well-known Mayor,
Kawamura Takashi, and various other politicians
and dignitaries.
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During his address, Huzoor explained Islam’s

true teachings and spoke of the urgent need
for reconciliation and unity amongst mankind.
Huzoor’s words were very beautiful and emotive.
At the end of his address, Huzoor reflected upon
the tragedy borne by the Japanese people during
the Second World War. Huzoor said:
“You are those people who know the full

devastating effects of the atom bomb and the
carnage that ensues.
You are the people who know better than any

other the horrific consequences of modern
warfare.
Thus, it is my prayer that may Allah grant the
leaders and people of the world the ability to

act with wisdom, so that a collective effort can
be made to stop all cruel and barbaric elements
of society from their heinous activities.”

Impact of Huzoor's address
Huzoor’s words, which were simultaneously
translated into Japanese, had a very powerful
impact.
As I looked around the hall it was clear that the
local people had been reassured by Huzoor’s

carriage a few times taking video and seemed very
relaxed.

Being able to provide Wi-Fi to Huzoor
When Huzoor returned to our carriage, I mentioned

that I had a mobile internet device in case Huzoor
wished to connect his iPhone or iPad to the internet.

Huzoor returned to his seat but a few moments later
returned with his iPad to where I was seated. Huzoor
asked me the Wi-Fi code and as I repeated it Huzoor
fed it into his iPad.

With the internet connected, Huzoor started
streaming MTA on his iPad through the MTA app.
We then had the privilege to stand alongside Huzoor
for a few minutes watching the Friday Sermon on
Huzoor’s own iPad. As we watched, I said to Huzoor

that I could not believe that I was on a train in Japan
watching Huzoor’s Khutba Jumma with Huzoor.
Upon hearing this comment Huzoor smiled.

The final day of the tour
After nearly 2 months away from home, Monday
11th November, marked our final full day of the tour.
I was happy and excited to go home but also sad
that such a wonderful and blessed tour was now
reaching its conclusion.

words and touched by the sympathy he had shown
to the Japanese people.

A Japanese Christian priest who I met said:
“During the address given by His Holiness

a spirit of peace filled the entire room. His
Holiness gave answers to the problems faced
by today’s world. His message was that all
people should love one another.”

Return to Tokyo
On the morning of 10th November, Huzoor and his
Qafila left Nagoya to return to Tokyo by train. I was
very excited because it was the first time I ever had
the opportunity to take a train journey with Huzoor.

During the journey Huzoor walked up and down our
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Huzoor visiting a Japanese market
Even though Monday was our last day it proved to
be an extremely busy and full day. The Jamaat had

kept the morning and early afternoon period free
so that Huzoor could be taken out into the city for a
few hours.

"suddenly groups of people started flocking towards him.
Every few metres Huzoor was stopped by people of all ages
asking to have their photo taken with him. Although they
probably did not know about Huzoor but they had sensed
his spirituality and so were desperate to meet him."

Huzoor had agreed to this suggestion and said he
would like to visit a traditional part of the city. The
Jamaat therefore took Huzoor to a very crowded
oriental market in the heart of the city called
Asakusa Nakamise Market.

As Huzoor walked through the market he was
escorted to a local Temple where he was able to
observe people involved in their rituals of worship.
Huzoor took some photos on his phone and
watched the rites of worship with interest.

Departure from hotel
Huzoor’s 53-day tour, filled with so many blessings,
was now reaching its conclusion.

Upon arrival at the airport Huzoor met with the local
Ahmadis one final time. Huzoor waved towards the
members of the Jamaat before crossing into the
departure area.
I looked back at the Ahmadis, many of whom had
tears rolling down their faces.
Later, one of the local Ahmadis told me he felt utterly

An unbelievable few minutes
As Huzoor turned around a group of Buddhist Monks
who had travelled from abroad came into view and

devastated to see Huzoor leave because no Ahmadi
would ever wish to be parted from the Khalifa.

requested a photo with Huzoor. Very graciously
Huzoor accepted the request.

However he said the Japanese Jamaat was reassured
by the fact that it seemed as though Huzoor was
leaving pleased with them and their activities.

What happened thereafter was truly amazing! As
Huzoor walked back through the market suddenly
groups of people started flocking towards him.

Huzoor's return to Fazl Mosque
We landed at Heathrow in the late afternoon UK

all ages asking to have their photo taken with him.
Although they probably did not know about Huzoor
but they had sensed his spirituality and so were

all of them and then entered his residence and as he

Every few metres Huzoor was stopped by people of

desperate to meet him. I can honestly say I have

never seen a scene like it in my life. Those moments
were truly incredible.

time. Upon arrival at Fazl Mosque hundreds of
Ahmadis had gathered to welcome Huzoor and
Khala Saboohi back to their home. Huzoor waved at
did so I thought to myself that the tour had now truly
reached its conclusion.

