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			Factors in the sighting of New Moon


						


						
				The Islamic Calendar is based upon the moon or it’s called a lunar Calendar. The criterion for beginning each month is based upon the sighing of the New Crescent.


The New Crescent appears after the birth of the New Moon. The New Moon or the conjunction occurs when the moon’s path of orbit comes in line between the Earth and the Sun. At that time there is no possible sighting that can be given because the light of the Moon is not on the side of the Earth.


The light of the New Moon, or the New Crescent can be seen based upon certain conditions.


		The most important situation is that the Sun-Moon-Earth angular distance has to be approximately 9 degrees that will place it outside of the sun’s glare.

		The age, or the time it takes from the birth of the New Moon and the sighting of the New Crescent depends upon the speed of the Moon. Because the Moon’s orbit is elliptical, the Moon moves faster when it is closer to the Earth and slower when it’s farther away.

		Also, visibility occurs depending on the orbit being North or South of the Equator. There are times the New Crescent can be visible in the Southern Hemisphere but it is not visible in the Northern Hemisphere, though the age can be up to or more than 20 hours.




The Age of the Moon is from the time it is born to a specified time after, usually the setting of the Sun. The Altitude is the distance in degrees the Moon is above the horizon of the Earth. The Angle between the Sun and Moon, which is that most important variable, is the angular distance in degrees between the Sun at sunset and the altitude of the Moon above the horizon. The last few years in the moon’s 19 year cycle, the fall and winter new moons are tracking quite south of the equator. For this reason, someone in the southern hemisphere might be able to see the new moon crescent a day before we see it here in the continental U.S.


Related:


		Sighting of the Moon/Crescent





								
			

		

	

	
		Related Content

    
      
          
          

          
      

      
      Night of Decree: Better than 83 Years of Life
              

  
     
      
          
          

          
      

      
      7 steps to achieve Lailatul-Qadr, the Night of Destiny
              

  
     
      
          
          

          
      

      
      Itikaaf Guidelines and Frequently Asked Questions
              

  
     
      
          
          

          
      

      
      Ramadhan and our Responsibilities
              

  
     
      
          
          

          
      

      
      Practices of the Promised Messiah(as) in Ramadan
              

  
 	




	
		Go to Top 
					
	




	



    



    
      
        Start Here

        
          
          		 Islam

		 Ahmadiyya

		 Mirza Masroor Ahmad

		 Khilafat

		 Questions

		 Ask Islam




          
        

      

      
        Research

        
          
          		 Holy Quran

		 Holy Prophet

		 Promised Messiah

		 Books

		 Friday Sermons

		 Topics




        

      

      
        Contact Us

        
          		 About

		 Press

		 Write to the Khalifa

		 Websites

		 Languages

		 Technical Issue




        

      

      
        Follow Us

        
          		 Twitter

		 Instagram

		 Facebook

		 YouTube




        

      

    

    
      
        Copyright © 2024 Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. All rights reserved.

        Privacy Policy |
        Use of Cookies |
        Terms of Service |
        Sitemap
        
      

    




  
    
      
        Start Here

      		 Islam

		 Ahmadiyya

		 Mirza Masroor Ahmad

		 Khilafat

		 Questions

		 Ask Islam




      
      

      
        Research

        		 Holy Quran

		 Holy Prophet

		 Promised Messiah

		 Books

		 Friday Sermons

		 Topics





      
        Contact Us

          		 About

		 Press

		 Write to the Khalifa

		 Websites

		 Languages

		 Technical Issue




      

      
        Follow Us
		 Twitter

		 Instagram

		 Facebook

		 YouTube




      

    

    
      
        Copyright © 2024 Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. All rights reserved.

        Privacy Policy |
        Use of Cookies |
        Terms of Service |
        Sitemap
        
      

    

  









